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Take Home Point: *GOD SAVES US FROM DANGER—Trust God.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).
Bible Event: Genesis 6 and 7

Jesus Link: God saved Noah through a wooden boat—Jesus saved us through a wooden cross.
We will help children know:

· The story of God saving Noah in the flood.

· When we do not love and trust God, we are sinning and risk God’s punishment. But when we love and trust God, He will protect and save us. 

· They can trust God to protect them in all problems, especially the problem of sin.

· Just as God saved Noah and his family from the flood through the wooden boat, He sent Jesus to die on the wooden cross and save us from our sins.

We will help the children feel:

· Confident they can trust God to protect them in all their problems.

· Sorry for the times they have failed to love and trust God.

· Eager to receive the forgiveness offered by Jesus.

We will help the children do:
· Have a movie day and watch a video on the flood.

· Eat an animal snack during the movie as a reminder that God saved not only Noah and his family from the flood, but also His creation through the animals.

· Play a game, “Water Dodge,” and learn that if we don’t want to be caught by the water (our problems), we must trust God.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	3

4
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Xiao Hung puppet

· sheet of aluminum, plastic or posterboard

· video: The Story of Noah’s Ark from The Beginner’s Bible (or other video option)
· large screen television and VCR

	Small Group Application
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	5

6

7

8
8


	Activity 1: “Water Painted Rainbow” Craft

Activity 2: “Mix and Match Animal”  Snack”

Activity 3: ”Water Dodge” Game

Activity 4:  “Boating with Memory Verse”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· water paints and brushes

· option: crayons

· small cups of water

Option 1:

· copy appendix on manila card
Option 2:

· large pieces of white paper

· Avery 5960 labels with the words “Noah trusted God—so can I.” printed on them

Activity 2:
· one or more of the following snack items: animal crackers, teddy biscuits, fish biscuits
· plastic  bags
Activity 3:

· a sheet of plastic
· masking tape

· spray bottle

Activity 4:

· Boat figure on page 10 (double of A3 size) with Bible verse written
· Eight paper figures
· glue

	Large Group Wrap-Up
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	8

8
	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er Puppet


Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written word for word, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed:  Xiao Hung puppet; sheet of aluminum, plastic or posterboard; video: The Story of Noah’s Ark from The Beginner’s Bible (or other video option); large screen television and VCR

Puppet Presentation:
The large group presenter tells the children that today they are going to be learning about the worst storm the world has ever known and how God saved a man who loved God, and the man’s family. 

The presenter leads the children in making their own storm. They start by patting their knees quietly to make rain, getting louder as they go. The presenter adds the sound of thunder by shaking a sheet of aluminum, plastic, or poster board.

The presenter suddenly realizes that Xiao Hung hasn’t come out yet. So, while the group continues to make the storm, he calls Xiao Hung out. But Xiao Hung refuses to come. He is afraid of storms.

The presenter encourages Xiao Hung to “Come on out. There is nothing to be afraid of. It is just a pretend storm.” The presenter encourages Xiao Hung to trust him. Finally Xiao Hung timidly comes onto the stage. Soon he, too, is patting himself.

After a few moments of Xiao Hung joining in the “storm,” the presenter has everyone stop. Then Xiao Hung asks why they were making a storm. The presenter explains that today the children are learning about the worst storm the world has ever known and a man named Noah who trusted God and was saved from the storm.

The world had become evil. No one loved and trusted God anymore. Instead, they all loved and trusted themselves. All the people became hateful and mean. God decided to destroy the world and start over again. He would destroy the world through a flood. But one man, Noah, was righteous. He loved and trusted God. So God decided to save Noah and his family from the flood. He had Noah build a wooden boat called an ark that kept him safe from the flood.

In the same way, God saves us. We all sin and should be punished. But, instead of saving us through a wooden boat, God saves us from sin with a wooden cross. He sent His Son Jesus to die on the cross and take our punishment. Just as Noah trusted God, we can trust God.

The presenter teaches Xiao Hung the take home point: *GOD SAVES US FROM DANGER—Trust God. The presenter says the first line; Xiao Hung responds with the second line. After practicing it with Xiao Hung a few times, the presenter practices it with the children.

Bible Event: Video or VCD
Show the children the entire video, The Story of Noah’s Ark from The Beginner’s Bible series. Produced by Sony Music and Time-Life Video, 1995. While they watch the video, have the children eat their snack. (See Activity 2) 

This video may be easily found for purchase by entering the title and producer into the internet’s “Key Word” field. You will likely receive many options to consider. 

After the video, review the following main points:

1. The people had become evil, no longer loving and trusting God but only loving and trusting themselves.

2. God decided to destroy the world and start over.

3. One man, Noah, was righteous: he loved and trusted God. God decided to save him, his family, and two of every animal (but for the clean animals he took seven).

4. God saved Noah and his family through a boat called an ark.

5. After the flood, God sent a rainbow and promised to never again send a flood to the entire earth.

6. God has given us a promise. If we love and trust in Jesus, we will be saved from our sins by His death on the cross.

7. We, too, can trust God to save us from danger.

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *GOD SAVES US FROM DANGER—Trust God.
End with the following prayer:


Dear God,


Thank You for the best gifts.


Thank You for sending Jesus.


He’s our Savior and Your Son.


Jesus saves us from our sins.


Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!


Amen.

Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!


During small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:
Why did God decide to destroy the whole world through a flood? (The people had become evil and no longer loved and trusted Him.)

Why did God save Noah and his family? (Because Noah was righteous—he loved and trusted God and followed God’s laws.)
If we love and trust God, he will also save us from danger. What is the greatest way in which he saves us from danger? (He sent Jesus to die on the cross for our sins.)

What other dangers does God save us from? (Answers will vary but may include storms, bullies, and bad accidents. Stress that while sometimes we may get hurt and have problems, God saves us by always being there to help us get through, just as He helped Noah and his family get through the flood.)

Activity 1: “Water Paint Rainbow” Craft
Supplies needed:  water paints and brushes; option: crayons; small cups of water;
Option 1: copy appendix on manila card; Option 2: large pieces of white paper; labels with the words “Noah trusted God—so can I.” printed on them
To make:

Option 1: Have the children paint the rainbow on the copied appendix using crayons and then washing the page with blue watercolor paints.

Option 2: Have the children paint a free hand rainbow on a large sheet of white paper and attach a label to it that says, “Noah trusted God—so can I.”
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To discuss: 

Noah trusted God and followed His directions to make an ark. After the flood, God sent a rainbow as a promise that He would never again destroy the entire world through a flood. God has also given us a promise. He has promised to save us from our sins. God sent Jesus to die on the cross to take the punishment for our sins. We can trust God.

We can also trust God to protect us from other dangers. I wonder what other dangers we can trust God to protect us from…
Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part: *GOD SAVES US FROM DANGER—Trust God.
Activity 2: “Mix and Match Animal Snack”

Supplies needed:  one or more of the following snack items: animal crackers, teddy biscuits, fish biscuits; plastic  bags

Today the snack will be served prior to the video showing. Give the children a plastic bag with animal treats selected from the lesson’s roadmap to eat during the video. 

Before the video, explain that God not only saved Noah and his family from the flood, but he also saved creation from the flood by taking two of every animal (seven of the sacrificial animals) on board the ark. 
Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *GOD SAVES US FROM DANGER—Trust God.
Activity 3: “Water Dodge” Game
Supplies needed:  a sheet of plastic; masking tape; spray bottle
To set up: 

1. Tape the plastic sheet to the wall.

2. Tape two lines of tape on the floor, near the wall six feet apart. Each line should be six feet long, forming a right angle with the plastic sheet on the wall.

3. Make a masking tape “X” on the floor about three feet out from the lines and midway between the lines. 

4. Fill the spray bottle with water.

To play:

1. Have the children stand in a line behind one of the masking tape lines.

2. One child stands on the “X” with the water bottle. He is the sprayer.

3. The children in line run from one line to the other line, trying to dodge the water the sprayer is spraying at them.

4. Once every child has had a turn to run between the lines, the sprayer goes to the back of the line and the first child in line becomes the sprayer.

5. Continue playing in this manner until every child has had a turn being the sprayer.

Option: Blindfold sprayer to make it more challenging.

To discuss:

If we don’t want to be caught by the water of the game or if we don’t want to be caught by God’s punishment, like the people in today’s Bible event, we need to trust God and trust the forgiveness we have because Jesus died on the cross.

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *GOD SAVES US FROM DANGER—Trust God.

Activity 4: “Boating with Memory Verse” 
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: Boat figure on page 10 (double of A3 size) with Bible verse written; Eight paper figures; glue
Memory Verse:  Acts 10:43a – “Everyone who believes in Jesus will be forgiven.”
Memory Verse Learning:

Enlarge the boat on page 10 (double of A3 size). Pre-write the Bible verse on the boxes provided. Cut out eight paper figures which are Noah and his wife, three sons and three daughter-in-laws. Get the children to take turn to paste the figure onto the boat. Start with Noah first, followed by his wife. As the child paste, recite the memory verse before the next child paste the second figure. Repeat this process a few times. Finally, when all the figures are pasted on the boat, allow the children to hold the paper upright and move the paper to make the boat sails on “water”. Sail to one end of the classroom and recite the memory verse together. Then, sail to the other side of the classroom and recite again.   

Prayer Time:
Thank God that you can trust him. Tell God one danger you need to trust him in (storms, when you have an accident, when you are sick, etc.) and ask him to help you trust him in those times. Thank God for sending Jesus to save you from the danger of sin.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)

Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time, he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Xiao Er’s crazy responses:

Activity 1:

“Don’t try to ever eat a rainbow.”

Activity 2:

“Trust me. Give me the crackers.” (Speak in a mystic voice.)

Activity 3:

“Trust me. I haven’t taken a bath in two weeks.”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Supplies:

Quantity (()

Large Group Opening:

· Xiao Hung puppet

· sheet of aluminum, plastic or posterboard

· video: The Story of Noah’s Ark from The Beginner’s Bible, produced by Sony Music and Time-Life Video, 1995

· large screen television and VCR
Small Group Application

Activity 1:
· water paints and brushes

· option: crayons

· small cups of water

· Option 1:

· copy appendix on manila card
· Option 2:

· large pieces of white paper

· Avery 5960 labels with the words “Noah trusted God—so can I.” printed on them

Activity 2:

· one or more of the following snack items: animal crackers, teddy biscuits, fish biscuits
· plastic  bags
Activity 3:

· a sheet of plastic 

· masking tape

· spray bottle
Activity 4:

· Boat figure on page 10 (double of A3 size) with Bible verse written
· Eight paper figures
Large Group Wrap-Up

· Xiao Er puppet

· optional music
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God Saved Noah
God Saves Us!





Date:	_____________________


Series:	God Saves and Protects Us (Jun-Aug)


	Year 1, Lesson 9





*Note: Because today’s Bible event is longer, feel free to choose only the small group activities that fit your time constraints.








God Sends a Flood
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