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Take Home Point: *GOD GIVES ME GOOD THINGS – Thank you, God.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson.

Bible Verse: Psalm 136:1
Jesus Link: Give thanks to Jesus, too, especially for dying for our sins.
We will help children know:
· The story of the first Thanksgiving.

· What it means to be thankful.

· Why we give thanks.

We will help the children feel:
· Thankful for the many good things God has given them.

· Appreciation for what other people do for them.

· Desire to show God their thanks.

We will help the children do:
· Dramatize the first Thanksgiving.

· Create a Thanksgiving mural of their own Thanksgiving feast.

· Do a “Feather Card.”

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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4-7
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Bubba puppet

· spoon taped to Bubba’s hand

· long sheet of butcher paper or newsprint (Lay it out down the center of the room before large group time) 

· picture of the Pilgrims and the American Indians on the first Thanksgiving (from a book or a wall decoration) 

· Pilgrim hat 

· paper headband with feathers attached to it , fitted to the leader’s head. 

· altar Bible

	Small Group Application
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8

8

8


	Activity 1: “Feather Prayer” Game

Activity 2:  “Thanksgiving Feast” Snack

Activity 3:  “Feather Card” Craft

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:

· colored craft feathers—one per child

Activity 2:
· large piece of butcher paper or newsprint to make a tablecloth (can tear off a piece of the paper used for the large group presentation)

· crayons

· optional: tabletop decorations such as dried or silk flowers, pumpkins, gourds, and squash 

· Thanksgiving cups with trail mix in them (suggested mix: fish crackers, toasted oat cereal, raisins, pumpkin candies, and candy corn)

· cups

· juice or water

· napkins (Thanksgiving napkins, if not too expensive, would make a nice touch)

Activity 3:

· reproducible photocopied on cardstock

· Elmer’s glue

· individual pieces of Indian corn




	Large Group Wrap-up
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9
	Lesson Review with Puppet Skit 

Singing (Optional)
	· Albie puppet

· samples from today’s small group activities

· choose two or three songs from your church music library


Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. 

Choose two to three songs. 

Large Group Opening: (15 minutes)
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s Word, as they experience the Bible event.
Puppet Presentation:
Bubba enters holding a large serving spoon. He starts talking very fast. He is excited because he and Judy are going to Grandma’s house today for Thanksgiving. He loves to go to Grandma’s house. Grandma has a tree house that Daddy used as a boy. His cousins will be at Grandma’s, and they are going to eat turkey. The leader interrupts and asks Bubba if that is why he has a spoon. Bubba almost forgot. He has the spoon because at Grandma’s house he is going to eat pumpkin pie with oceans of whipped cream. He loves pumpkin pie and he really loves whipped cream. The leader tells Bubba it is wonderful that he is excited about going to Grandma’s house and doing special things, but there is more to Thanksgiving than just being with family and eating special foods. Thanksgiving is about giving thanks to God.

Today the children are going to learn the story of the first Thanksgiving. They are going to learn the special words, *GOD GIVES ME GOOD THINGS – Thank you, God.
Bible Event:
· Have the children divide up on both sides of the butcher paper. Those on one side of the paper will be Indians. Those on the other side of the paper will be pilgrims.
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Introduce the story by saying:

Boys and girls, today we are going to learn the story of how the first Thanksgiving got started. We are also going to learn the special words *GOD GIVES ME GOOD THINGS – Thank you, God.
Show the picture of the first Thanksgiving. Point out the American Indians and the Pilgrims. Briefly explain who they are—the American Indians were people who lived in our land long before the Pilgrims. Both the American Indians and the Pilgrims lived a long time ago. They were the people who had the first Thanksgiving.  
I am going to have you help me with the story. When I put on my American Indian hat (put on the headdress), those of you who are American Indians do the same actions that I do. When I put on my Pilgrim hat (put on Pilgrim hat), those of you who are Pilgrims do the same actions I do.

Leave on the Pilgrim hat and start the event.

Event 1: The Pilgrims love Jesus.

Many, many years ago, long before your grandmas and grandpas were born, a group of people lived in a land far away. They loved Jesus. (Look at children playing Pilgrims and give yourself a hug.) Pilgrims, show me that you love Jesus. Good job! 

Event 2: The American Indians live on the other side of the ocean. 

(Change to the American Indian headdress.) On the other side of the ocean lived the American Indians. They planted crops (make a digging motion). American Indians, can you pretend to dig a garden? Good job! They hunted (pretend to shoot a bow and arrow) and they caught fish (pretend to fish.).
Event 3: The Pilgrims are persecuted and decide to go to a new land

(Put on Pilgrim hat.) Back on the other side of the ocean, the king made a law saying that the people couldn’t worship the way they wanted to. (Point finger as if saying “No, no, no!”) Everybody had to worship the same way the king worshiped. This made some people sad. (Make a sad face.) Some of the people, called Pilgrims, decided to get on a ship and sail across the ocean. (Rock back and forth.)
Event 4: The American Indians farm, fish, and hunt.

(Put on American Indian headdress.) While the Pilgrims were sailing, the American Indians were still digging their gardens (pretend to dig), hunting (pretend to shoot a bow and arrow), and fishing (pretend to fish).
Event 5: The Pilgrims arrive in their new land

(Pilgrim hat.) Finally (rock back and forth), after sailing many days and many nights, the Pilgrims arrived in their new land. They were happy! (Wave your arms in the air.) The first thing they did (fold your hands) was to pray a prayer of thanks to God.

Event 6: The first winter was hard for the Pilgrims.

That first winter in the new land was very hard for the Pilgrims. They didn’t have enough food (rub your stomach) so they were very hungry. They didn’t have any houses, only the ship to live on (shiver) so they were very cold. Many of them got sick (act sick) and some of them even died (hang your arms at your side, bow head, close your eyes).
It was a very hard winter but still the Pilgrims (hug yourself) loved God. They still prayed (fold your hands) to God and they still worshipped God with songs (cup your hands to mouth).
Event 7: The American Indians befriend and help the Pilgrims.

(Indian Headdress) After the Pilgrims arrived in their new land, the American Indians who lived nearby spotted (put your hand to forehead--salute style) them. One American Indian named Samoset came and told the Pilgrims, “Welcome.” (Wave a hand.) The next day he brought a friend, the American Indian Squanto, who could talk the same language and speak the same words as the Pilgrims. The American Indians taught the Pilgrims how to (pretend to dig) plant corn, how to (pretend to shoot a bow and arrow) hunt, and how to (pretend to fish) fish. They showed the Pilgrims how to build (pretend to hammer) houses in their new land. The American Indians shared their food (hold your arms out in front of your body, palms up) with the Pilgrims. Because the American Indians were friends to the Pilgrims and helped them, the Pilgrims learned to live in their new land.

Event 8: The Pilgrims and American Indians have a feast.

(Pilgrim hat) In the autumn, the time of the year when the leaves turn different colors and fall of the trees, the Pilgrims gathered (pretend to pick crops) their crops from the field. This is called harvesting. They were thankful (fold your hands) to God for their American Indian friends, for their new home, and for their food. So the pilgrims decided to have a feast, a big meal, to celebrate God’s goodness. (Optional: Place pretend food on white paper.) They invited their American Indian friends (make a beckoning motion) and everyone brought food. (Have all the children pretend to put food on the table.) They worshipped God (cup your mouth) and thanked him (fold your hands) for the gifts he gave them.

The Pilgrims’ Thanksgiving feast makes me think of God’s Bible Words (show the altar Bible). “Give thanks to the Lord because he is good, because his mercy endures forever.” It also makes me think of our special words for today. *GOD GIVES ME GOOD THINGS – Thank you, God. We to can thank God for the good things he has given us.

End with a prayer thanking God for the American Indians, for health, for food, and for the gifts God has given us today. Ask God to help us be thankful during Thanksgiving.

Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

Why were the Pilgrims thankful? (Answers will vary but may include: They had new friends, God took care of them, and they had food to eat.)

How did the Pilgrims show their thankfulness? (They had a feast, invited the American Indians, and gave thanks to God in prayer.)

What are you thankful for? (Answers will vary.)

How can you show God you are thankful? (Answers will vary—children will probably need some prompting on this question. Possible ways to show God thanks include praying, singing, giving offerings of thanks, sharing God’s love with other people.)

Remember, we should also give thanks to Jesus for dying on the cross for us so we can be free from our sins, the wrong choices we make.

Activity 1: “Feather Prayer” Game

Give each child a craft feather. Remind them of today’s take home point *GOD GIVES ME GOOD THINGS – Thank you, God. One by one each child completes the phrase “Thank you, God, for _____________.” After a child completes the phrase, all the children blow their feathers in the air. When they catch their feathers they say, “Amen.” Explain that just as the feather goes up, our prayers go up to God. And just as the feathers come down, God’s blessings, the good things God gives us, come down from God to us. Continue until all of the children have had a chance to complete the phrase. Use the following ideas to get the children to think of different things for which to be thankful.

1. Think of something in your yard you are thankful for.

2. Think of a person you are thankful for.

3. Think of a toy you are thankful for.

4. Think of an animal you are thankful for.

5. Think of a food you are thankful for.

6. Think of something in your bedroom you are thankful for.

7. Remind the children that we can be thankful for Jesus, too.

Activity 2: “Thanksgiving Feast” Snack
Remind the children of the take home point. *GOD GIVES ME GOOD THINGS – Thank you, God. Have the children decorate the tablecloth by drawing pictures of things they are thankful for on the butcher paper or newsprint. (To help children think of ideas, see the listing above.) Finish decorating the tabletop with decorations. Sing the following prayer to the tune of “Mary Had a Little Lamb.”



Thank you, Father, for our food



For our food



For our food



Thank you Father for our food


Because you are so good.

Activity 3: “Thanksgiving Card” Craft
Practice the take home point. *GOD GIVES ME GOOD THINGS – Thank you, God. Pass out the reproducible. Have the children fold it in, half to make a tent. The words “Thank you God” should be on the outside. Have the children decorate the outside of the card by tracing the lines with glue and having them put pieces of Indian corn on the glue. Explain that everyone in their family should draw a picture of something they are thankful for on the inside of the card. It can be used to decorate the table on Thanksgiving Day.

Prayer Time:
Have the children take turns telling God something they are thankful for. End with the Lord’s Prayer.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Albie, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Presenter shows Albie a craft made in Activity 1. Then the kids attempt to teach Albie the take home point.

Presenter says to kids:
“God gives me good things…”

Kids say:  


“…thank you, God.”

Presenter says to Albie:
“God gives me good things…”
Albie says: 
“Like toys and doggies and balloons and peanuts and worms and cheese and noses and flowers and…”(continue until the group Presenter stops you)
Presenter shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Albie the take home point.  Continue in this manner with Presenter showing example of each activity.  Here are Albie’s responses:

Albie’s response to Activity 2 sample: (sing the “Thank You,Father” song they learned in Activity 2)

Albie’s response to Activity 3 sample:  “and I am thankful for YOU!” 

(Gives Presenter a hug, potentially biting his/her ear.)
Presenter says: 
“Albie, listen one last time.

God gives me good things…”

Kids response: 
“…thank you, God.”

Presenter says to Albie: 
“God gives me good things…”

Albie’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice) “GOD GIVES ME GOOD THINGS – THANK YOU, GOD.”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Note: The actions in this dramatic presentation are merely suggestions. Choose those that best fit your group. Be careful not to drag the story down by pausing too frequently to do the actions.





Date: 	_____________________


Series:  	God Talks to Me (Sept-Nov)


	Year 1, Lesson 27





The First Thanksgiving











Lesson 27 - 4
Copyright 2003 Kids Kount Publishing, Omaha, NE  68137, www.kidskountpublishing.com 
Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture verses are from GOD’S WORD®. Copyright 1995 by God’s Word to the Nations.

Permission to photocopy Kids Church and Kingdom Quest materials granted to purchaser only for local church use.

