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Take Home Point: *JESUS GAVE HIMSELF FOR ME – Jesus gave His all.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The presenter will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).
Bible Event: Matthew 26:36-46

Jesus Link: Just as Jesus prayed to God, we can pray to Him as well.

We will help children know:

· The story of Jesus praying in the garden.

· When Jesus was praying in the garden, He knew He would soon die on the cross and would give His all for us. 

· Jesus needed strength from His Father so He could go through with God’s plan and give His all for us.

We will help the children feel:

· A sense that what Jesus had to do to save us was very hard for Him.

· Greater love for Jesus and the sacrifice He made for them.

· Meditative about the Bible event.

We will help the children do:
· Imagine themselves as Jesus in the garden in a participatory storytelling.

· Make and eat a frosted biscuit cross.

· Play “Pray to the Cross Relay.”

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Xiao Hung puppet

· a syringe or toy hypodermic needle 

· small stuffed animal

· several lit candles

· Bible Big Book: The Miracle of Easter (Group Publishing, Inc., 1996) to show a picture of Jesus praying in the garden



	Small Group Application
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8
	Activity 1: “Hidden Picture” Craft

Activity 2: “Frosted Biscuit Cross” Snack

Activity 3: ”Pray Your Way to the Cross Relay” Game

Activity 4: “Memory Puzzle”
Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· “Jesus Prays in the Garden” reproducible (page 11)
· crayons

· items to decorate a garden such as garden stamps, stickers, ink pad with colored ink, crayons, markers, or colored pencils or other items from your supply closet that can be used for a garden

Activity 2:

· 10 frosted flower biscuits for each child

· cups 

· water

· serviettes
Activity 3:

· one oven mitt for each team

· free-standing cross

· masking tape

Activity 4:

· whiteboard
· marker
· 2 sets of puzzle (refer to page 12)


	Large Group Wrap-Up
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9
	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· Xiao Er puppet

· sample materials from small group activities




Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group presenter can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word, as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed: Xiao Hung puppet; a syringe or toy hypodermic needle ; small stuffed animal; several lit candles; Bible Big Book: The Miracle of Easter (Group Publishing, Inc., 1996) to show a picture of Jesus praying in the garden

Puppet Presentation:

The large group presenter shows the children a syringe or a toy hypodermic needle and explains that Xiao Hung is scared. He has to go to the doctor today and get a shot. But he doesn’t want to go. He is afraid it will hurt. The presenter calls Xiao Hung out, but Xiao Hung won’t come. He knows the presenter has a needle and he’s scared. The presenter assures him that he will not use the needle on Xiao Hung. 

After several moments of urging the puppet to come out, the puppet finally appears onstage. Xiao Hung shares how scared he is of getting a shot and he wants to hide from his mommy so he doesn’t have to go. 

The presenter shares with Xiao Hung that Jesus understands his feelings. In today’s Bible event, Jesus prays in a garden. He knows He has to go to the cross and give His all. He would have to give His life and it would be very painful. Jesus doesn’t want to go, so He pleads with his Father, God, to make it so He doesn’t have to go. But, Jesus also tells His Father He will do whatever God wants Him to do. So, His Father gives Jesus the strength to go to the cross.

The presenter explains that Xiao Hung needs to get a shot to keep Him safe from a worse problem. The shot will only hurt for a minute and then he can go home. Jesus went to the cross not to keep Himself safe, but to give His all for us. It hurt for a long time on the cross, but it took away our sin. Isn’t it wonderful how much Jesus loves us? 

The presenter gives Xiao Hung the stuffed animal to help him be less scared of the shot. Teach Xiao Hung the take home point: *JESUS GAVE HIMSELF FOR ME – Jesus gave His all. The presenter says the first line, Xiao Hung responds with the second line. After practicing it with Xiao Hung few times, practice it with the children. 

Before Xiao Hung leaves stage, the presenter gives him the stuffed animal to help him be strong when he gets the shot. Xiao Hung is feeling a little better. His mother calls him from offstage and Xiao Hung leaves to do what he knows needs to be done.

Bible Event: Simple Storytelling
Reading a Bible story or telling the Bible event can be done effectively with expressive voice and dramatic gestures. Children can express part of the story by repeating a phrase or acting out the motions.

“Jesus Prays in the Garden”

From the Bible we read about Jesus’ last night before He went to the cross. He spent much of the night praying in the Garden of Gethsemane. 

I wonder what He was asking God the Father. What would you ask if you were Him and knew the next day you were supposed to die on the cross? I wonder what He was feeling. Do you think He was feeling sad or scared? 

Let me tell you today’s story of Jesus praying in the garden. You can imagine that you were there.

Remember last week we talked about Jesus and His disciples having a special remember meal together. It was a happy time and the disciples didn’t know Jesus was going to go to the cross the next day. 

After they had their special meal together, they walked to the garden (walk in place for a second or two) singing songs of praise to God. In the Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus knew that was the place He needed to get ready for what would happen. That’s where He had to pray. 

Soon they arrived at the garden. Jesus took His three closest friends, Peter, James, and John, with Him a little farther into the garden. (Light several candles and dim the lights to create a special mood.) It was dark and quiet. 

Then Jesus told His three closest friends to wait right there and pray. He needed their prayers. Jesus was going to go even farther into the garden because He needed to talk to His heavenly Father. He wanted to be alone but He still wanted others to pray for Him. 

So He walked (walk in place a second or two) until He got to a quiet place. He knelt down and looked to heaven. Jesus asked, “Father, if there is any way you can keep me from having to go and die on the cross for all the sin of the world, would you please do it? If there is some other way you could forgive the sins of people without me having to take the punishment of everyone’s sin, please do so. If I have to die on the cross, it would take all that I have.”

But then Jesus said something very important. “But, Father, whatever you want me to do I will do. It’s what you want, not what I want.”

Boys and girls, how do you think Jesus felt when He was praying that prayer? Was He sad or happy? Was He troubled or cheerful?

After Jesus prayed this prayer, He got up and walked back to His three closest friends—Peter, James, and John—to see if they were still praying for Him. 

Remember, when you pray for people, it can be a really big help for them. But guess what Jesus’ friends were doing. They were asleep. 

Jesus said, “Please wake up. Watch and pray so that you don’t get tempted again to fall asleep. Because I need you to pray for me.”

Then Jesus walked back to His special prayer place. He knelt down and looked up to heaven again. He said, “God, are you sure you want me to give my all for everyone, even if it will be so painful? Whatever you want, I will do.” Jesus prayed so hard then that He was sweating and crying. 

Jesus went back to His friends again to see if they were praying. What do you think they were doing? Right. They were sleeping again. “Please wake up,” Jesus said. “Please pray for me.” 

Then Jesus went back to His prayer place again. One last time He said, “Father, is there another way for us to take away the people’s sin, other than me having to go to the cross and give my all? Please show me any other way.”
Now Jesus had His answer. There was no other way. Jesus knew what He must do. He had to give His all for every person in the world. 

Then an angel came and comforted Jesus. He wasn’t troubled anymore. He wasn’t worried. He wasn’t sad. He knew that He was doing just what God wanted Him to do. He trusted that God would help Him do it. 

Jesus went back a third time to His friends to see if they were helping Him by staying awake and praying. What do you think they were doing? Yes. They were asleep. Jesus woke them and said, “Get up. It’s time to leave the garden because the time has come. I see the one coming who will betray me.”

Then there was a big noise. Soldiers started coming and—Oops! I can’t tell you what happened until next week. 

Today we will remember that *JESUS GAVE HIMSELF FOR ME – Jesus gave His all. 

Practice the take home point: *JESUS GAVE HIMSELF FOR ME – Jesus gave His all.
End with a brief prayer with children repeating after each line.

Dear God, (repeat)
Thank You for being here. (repeat)
Thank You for sending Jesus. (repeat)
Jesus gave Himself for me. (repeat)
He gave His all. (repeat)
Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! (repeat)
Amen. (repeat)
Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

Why did Jesus pray in the garden? (He knew He would soon die and He needed His Father’s help.)

Jesus could have said no to dying on the cross, but He didn’t. Why? (He wanted to do His Father’s will and He wanted us to be saved from sin.)
How did God strengthen Jesus? (He sent an angel to comfort Him.)

What is the hardest thing you have ever had to do? (Answers will vary.) When you have to do something hard or painful, remember that Jesus did the hardest thing of all. He died on the cross. Because Jesus died on the cross, we can take all our problems to God and He will give us strength.

Activity 1: “Hidden Picture” Craft

Supplies needed:  “Jesus Prays in the Garden” reproducible (page 11); crayons; items to decorate a garden such as garden stamps, stickers, ink pad with colored ink, crayons, markers, or colored pencils or other items from your supply closet that can be used for a garden

Make a “hidden picture.” Have the children fold the top third of the paper up so that the words, “Jesus prays in the garden” are visible and are covering Jesus. Have the children color Jesus and decorate the remainder of the page to look like a garden. Suggestions for decorating the paper:

· Plant stickers

· Stamps

· Draw and color trees, flowers, etc.

· Make thumbprint flowers. The children use their thumbs to make a thumbprint and then used fine tipped markers or colored pencils to make the thumbprints look like flowers, trees, etc.

As the children work, help them read the words and review the story. Explain that a garden seems like a quiet restful place but, for Jesus, it was a place to get away from people and be strengthened for the pain He would soon be suffering. Point out that Jesus went farther in the garden to be alone with His Father and pray. That is why He is hidden in the picture. Practice the take home point: *JESUS GAVE HIMSELF FOR ME – Jesus gave His all.

Activity 2: “Frosted Biscuits Cross” Snack

Supplies needed:  10 frosted flower biscuits for each child; cups ; water; serviettes
Help the children count out ten frosted flower biscuits. Have them make a cross from the biscuits, using six frosted biscuits for the vertical beam and four frosted biscuits for the horizontal beam. 

As the children eat their frosted flower biscuit crosses, explain that these biscuits are colorful and joyful, but when Jesus was praying in the garden, He wasn’t jumping with joy. While He was happy that He saved us from our sins, He was sad that He would soon have to die on the cross. For people who love Jesus, the cross is both sad and happy. We are sad that we sin and Jesus had to die for our sins, but we are also happy that Jesus loved us enough to die for us, so that we can someday be with Him in heaven. Practice the take home point:*JESUS GAVE HIMSELF FOR ME – Jesus gave His all.
Activity 3: “Pray Your Way to the Cross Relay” Game

Supplies needed:  one oven mitt for each team; free-standing cross; masking tape
If your small groups are large enough, divide them in half for this activity. If not, have two or more small groups play this relay game against each other. To play the game:

1. Line each team up behind the tape and put an oven mitt in front of each team and in front of the tape.

2. When you say, “Go,” the child at the front of each team must get down on his knees and put both hands in the mitt, prayer style. Children must stay behind the line until the mitt is on their hands.

3. The children race to the cross, which is standing on the floor, and touch their forehead to the cross. Make sure the cross is securely attached to the floor so that it doesn’t fall over when touched.

4. The children then race back to their line, still on their knees, and give the mitt to the next child, who repeats the activity.

5. The team to finish the race first wins.

Explain to the children that, just as they “prayed” their way to the cross in the race, Jesus prayed His way to the real cross. In the garden, He prayed for His Father’s help. Practice the take home point: *JESUS GAVE HIMSELF FOR ME – Jesus gave His all.

Activity 4: “Memory Puzzle”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: White board, marker, 2 sets of puzzle (refer to page 12)
Memory Verse:  Luke 19:38 ~ God bless the King who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Memory Verse Learning:

Divide the children into two groups and have them sit in circle. Put the puzzle pieces in the middle and ask them to fix the puzzle. Then, recite the memory verse aloud a few times.
Prayer Time: 

Thank Jesus for following His Father’s will and dying on the cross for everyone’s sins. Have the children take turns asking for God’s strength for something that is hard to do. You may give the children examples, such as getting a shot, picking up a bedroom, or sleeping alone in a dark room when afraid of monsters.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
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Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The presenter shows an example of  each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Presenter shows Xiao Er a craft made in Activity 1. Then the kids attempt to teach Xiao Er the take home point.

Presenter says to kids:
“Jesus gave Himself for me…”

Kids say:  


“…Jesus gave His all.”

Presenter says to Xiao Er: “Jesus gave Himself for me…”

Xiao Er says: 
“Don’t hide bubblegum in your ears.”

Presenter shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao Er the take home point. Continue in this manner with Presenter showing example of each activity. Here are Xiao Er’s responses:

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 2 sample: “So give me all your jelly beans.

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 3 sample: “So don’t put oven mitts on your beak!”
Xiao Er’s response to Activity 4sample: “I can fix the puzzle.”
Presenter says: 
“Xiao Er, listen one last time.

“Jesus gave Himself for me…”

Kids’ response: 
“…Jesus gave His all.”

Presenter says to Xiao Er:  “Jesus gave Himself for me…”

Xiao Er’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice) “JESUS GAVE HIMSELF FOR ME – Jesus gave His all.”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Lesson 45

Large Group Opening:

· Xiao Hung puppet

· Syringe or toy hypodermic needle 

· small stuffed animal

· several lit candles

· Bible Big Book: The Miracle of Easter (Group Publishing, Inc., 1996) to show a picture of Jesus praying in the garden

Small Group Application:

Activity 1:

· “Jesus Prays in the Garden” reproducible (page 11)
· crayons

· items to decorate a garden such as garden stamps, stickers, ink pad with colored ink, crayons, markers, or colored pencils or other items from your supply closet that can be used for a garden

Activity 2:
· 10 frosted flower biscuits for each child (can be purchased in the Pasar Malam)
· cups 

· water

· serviettes
Activity 3:

· one oven mitt for each team

· free-standing cross

· masking tape
Activity 4:

· Whiteboard
· marker 
· 2 sets of puzzle (refer to page 12). Colour the picture and rub white wax over it. Paste the whole picture on a thick hard card or on carton boxes before cutting it with a blade. Do not discard the frame as it will be helpful for the preschoolers to work on the puzzle pieces. Cut according to the lines given.
Large Group Wrap-Up:

· Xiao Er puppet

· samples from today’s small group activities
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Luke 19:38


God bless the King 


who comes in the name 


of the Lord.
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