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Take Home Point: *JESUS IS OUR FRIEND – Follow Jesus.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The presenter will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).
Bible Event: Luke 5:1-11

Jesus Link: We have a personal relationship with our Savior, Jesus.
We will help children know:

· The Bible event when Jesus called His first disciples.

· Jesus also loves us and calls us to follow Him.

· Ways we can follow Jesus.

We will help the children feel:

· Secure in Jesus’ love.

· Love for Jesus.

· Desire to follow Jesus.

We will help the children do:
· Dramatize the story of Jesus calling the first disciples.

· Retell the Bible event with a boat and fish snack.

· Play “Simon Says” as a reminder to follow what Jesus says.
THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Ting Ting and Xiao Hung puppets

· puppet-sized crown, fishing net, or badminton net

· toy scepter 
· boat large enough for children to sit in 
· microphone

· broomstick for oar

· Imagination Box that includes:

· Bible

· robe and headpiece for child playing Jesus

· headpiece for children playing Peter, James, and John

· treasure box with “gold” coins

· blue floor covering for water 

· several toy or paper fish


	Small Group Application
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	Activity 1: “Banana Boat and Fish Cracker” Snack

Activity 2: “Simon Says” Game

Activity 3: ”Jesus’ Path” Craft

Activity 4: “Writing Out”


	Activity 1:
· blue napkins

· one-quarter of a banana for each child 
· fish biscuits
· finger biscuits

· cups for water
Activity 2:
· no supplies needed

Activity 3:

· reproducible for each child (Cut along path with Exacto knife before class.)

· ice-cream sticks
· markers
Activity 4:

· page 11 enlarged to A3

· Crayon 

· Masking tape

	Large Group Wrap-Up
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	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· Xiao Er puppet

· sample materials from small group activities




Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group presenter can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word, as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed: Ting Ting and Xiao Hung puppets; puppet-sized crown, fishing net, or badminton net; toy scepter; boat large enough for children to sit in (Suggestions: old rowboat, large appliance box laid on its side, or chairs with blankets hung on side to enclose); microphone; broomstick for oar; Imagination Box that includes: Bible, robe and headpiece for child playing Jesus, headpiece for children playing Peter, James, and John, treasure box with “gold” coins, blue floor covering for water; several toy or paper fish

Puppet Presentation:

Ting Ting and Xiao Hung come in arguing over who gets to be the presenter in the game “Follow the Presenter.” Ting Ting is wearing a crown and Xiao Hung is holding a “scepter.” Ting Ting thinks she should be the presenter because she has the crown. Xiao Hung thinks he should be the presenter because he has the king’s “pointing stick.” Ting Ting says she is powerful and should be the presenter. Xiao Hung says, “No, you’re not! I’m the most powerful one because I have the king’s stick.” 

The presenter stops them and says there is someone more powerful than everyone. That someone is Jesus. Yet, he became a presenter not by becoming powerful, but by being a friend. 

In today’s Bible event, Jesus helped three men and showed them He was their friend. Then He asked them to follow Him and they did. We can also follow Jesus because He’s our friend. The presenter teaches Ting Ting and Xiao Hung the take home point. *JESUS IS OUR FRIEND – Follow Jesus! After they practice a few times, the presenter practices it with the children.

Bible Event: Imagination Theater
Imagination Theater is audience participation drama where the Bible event is told in creative fashion using children as actors. The Imagination Box contains the Bible and other special props used for the drama. Begin by removing the Bible and explain that it is God’s word. Briefly, summarize the story, and then remove an imaginary hat and place it on your head. This is your Imagination Hat. Invite the children to put on theirs as well. They will also use their imaginations to picture the events the Bible tells us about. Some will even use their imaginations to help act out these events. Distribute props to actors as they are called forward at the beginning of the presentation. Have them sit to the side until they are called onstage.

“Jesus Calls the First Disciples”

Take the Bible out of the Imagination Box and briefly summarize today’s Bible event. 

Here we have the Bible. Today’s Bible event is the story about Jesus calling the first disciples. Disciples are helpers who follow Jesus. Jesus chose some fishermen to be His helpers. 

Jesus amazed the fishermen with a miracle. He told them to put their net into the water to catch some fish—even though they had not been able to catch any fish all night. When their net was filled with fish, Jesus said, “You will now fish for people.” That meant that now instead of fishing for fish, they would bring people to meet Jesus. 

Call four children forward and give them headpieces or costumes. One will be Jesus and three will be fishermen. 

After you and the children put on your Imagination Hats, begin. Phrases that are underlined and italicized are to be repeated by the child actor or audience. Point the microphone to the actor to show when it is his or her turn.
One day Jesus was with a crowd of people near the lake. He was teaching the people about the treasures of heaven. The treasures He was talking about were more valuable than money. (Grab a handful of coins and let them run through your fingers.)
As Jesus spoke, all the people were amazed. They crowded around Jesus and said, “Wonderful.” “Wonderful.”
Jesus stepped into a boat to get away from the crowd. (Have Jesus step into the boat.) In the boat were three men—Peter, James and John. (These three step onstage.) 

Jesus sat down (Jesus sits down) and taught the people from the boat. After a while, He told the men to go out into deeper water and let down the net. 

Simon Peter was surprised by what Jesus said because they had fished all night and had caught nothing. But he agreed to do what Jesus said. 
(Have Simon Peter pick up the oar and row two or three times. Then help the disciples throw their net into the water and watch.)

The men were very surprised. Their net was filled with fish! (Pour fish into the net.)
Peter was amazed. He knew he had seen a miracle. He knew that Jesus was God. Peter knew Jesus was so special he thought he wasn’t good enough to be around Jesus. He said, “You are God. I’m a sinner. Get away from me.” Peter thought Jesus wouldn’t want to be his friend.

Do you think Jesus would want to be Peter’s friend? This is what Jesus said, “Do not be afraid.  I am your friend.  Follow me.” 

So, the men pulled the net into the boat, (have the children pull the net into the boat) and rowed the boat back to shore. (Have one of the children “paddle” back to shore.) Then they got out of the boat (the children get out of the boat) and followed Jesus. (Children follow Jesus.) 

Then Jesus said something very important to them. He said, “You will fish for people.” That meant that now instead of fishing for fish, they would catch people with God’s love. They would bring people to meet Jesus.

For three years they followed Jesus. They watched Him do wonderful things. They watched Him teach about God’s love for all people. 

Finally, they watched Him give His life for the whole world when He died on the cross. Though they were sad for a little bit, they saw how He came alive again and how He is with every person who trusts in Him—even today. 

So if these disciples were here right now, do you know what they would say to you? “You too can fish for people.” Why? Because *JESUS IS OUR FRIEND – Follow Jesus!
Dear God, (repeat)
Thank you for being here. (repeat)
Thank you for sending Jesus. (repeat)
He’s our friend. (repeat)
Help us to follow Him. (repeat)
Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! (repeat)
Amen. (repeat)
Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

Why was Peter afraid of Jesus? (Jesus helped them catch a boat full of fish so Peter knew Jesus was God. Peter thought he was sinful and Jesus wouldn’t like him.)

What did Jesus ask the men to do after they brought in the fish? Why? (He asked them to follow Him to become fishers for people.)

How can we follow Jesus? (Answers will vary. Children will need prompts such as by going to church, by praying, or by telling other people about Jesus.)
Activity 1: “Banana Boat and Fish Cracker” Snack

Supplies needed: blue napkins; one-quarter of a banana for each child; fish biscuits; finger biscuits; cups; juice

Retell the Bible event using the napkin as the water, the banana as the boat and the fish biscuits as the fish. Finger biscuits is used as the Bible characters. After retelling the story, eat! Review the take home point: *JESUS IS OUR FRIEND – Follow Jesus!

Activity 2: “Simon Says” Game

Supplies needed: no supplies needed

Play “Simon Says.” If Simon says to do an action, the children should do it. If he doesn’t say to do an action, they shouldn’t do it. When they miss, they are out. Use the following list to help come up with actions:

· Simon says, “Jump on one foot.”

· Simon says, “Stop.”

· Simon says, “Clap your hands three times.”

· Jump up and down.

· Simon says, “Jump up and down.”

· Simon says, “Run in place.”

· Stop.

· Simon says, “Stop.”

· Turn around.

· Touch the ground.

· Simon says, “Smile.”

After playing a few rounds of the game, explain to the children that in “Simons Says,” we follow the rules because if we don’t and make a mistake, we are out. In real life, we follow Jesus because we know that He is our friend. He loves us and we love Him. Review the take home point: *JESUS IS OUR FRIEND – Follow Jesus!
Activity 3: “Jesus’ Path” Craft

Supplies needed: reproducible for each child; ice-cream sticks; markers

Have the children decorate their ice-cream stick with a face and clothes to look like people. Then have the children draw pictures of friends outside the path on the reproducible. Allow the children to color the reproducible, time permitting. 

Have the children use their puppet to follow the path on the reproducible. Explain to the children that the picture reminds them to follow Jesus. They drew their friends as a reminder to tell them about Jesus so they, too, can follow Him. Have the children help you think of ways they can follow Jesus—by obeying their parents, coming to church, learning Bible stories, and praying. Review the take home point: *JESUS IS OUR FRIEND – Follow Jesus!

Activity 4: “Writing Out”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: page 11 enlarged to A3, crayon, masking tape.
Memory Verse:  Romans 5:11 ~ “Through Jesus we are now God’s friends again.”
Memory Verse Learning:

Before the class, paste the memory verse visual on the wall. Sit the children down. Call a child out to trace one word on the visual. Then, read it a loud with the children. Ask a different child to take turn to trace the words and continue to read as the words add on. When all the words are traced, cover the verse and ask the children to recite the verse again. (Reserve this A3 visual for lesson 34.)
Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The presenter shows an example of each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Supplies needed: Xiao Er puppet; sample materials from small group activities

Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Presenter shows Xiao Er a craft made in Activity 1. Then the kids attempt to teach Xiao Er the take home point.

Presenter says to kids:
“Jesus is our friend…”

Kids say:  


“…Follow Jesus!”

Presenter says to Xiao Er: “Jesus is our friend…”
Xiao Er says: 
“Go bananas for Jesus!”

Presenter shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao Er the take home point.  Continue in this manner with Presenter showing example of each activity. Here are Xiao Er’s responses:

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 2 sample: “Follow Simon Says!”

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 3 sample:  “I can touch my nose to my toes!”
Xiao Er’s response to Activity 4 sample:  “I can write and write and read!”
Presenter says: 
“Xiao Er, listen one last time.

Jesus is our friend…”

Kids’ response: 
“…Follow Jesus!”

Presenter says to Xiao Er: “Jesus is our friend…”

Xiao Er’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice) “JESUS IS OUR FRIEND – FOLLOW JESUS!”
Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Lesson 33

Large Group Opening:

· Ting Ting and Xiao Hung puppets

· puppet-sized crown, fishing net, or badminton net

· toy scepter (Suggestion: stick from a triangle rhythm instrument)

· boat large enough for children to sit in (Suggestions: old rowboat, large fridge box shorten by half, use masking tape to shape a boat, or chairs with blankets hung on side to enclose)

· microphone

· broomstick for oar

· Imagination Box that includes:

· Bible

· robe and headpiece for child playing Jesus

· headpiece for children playing Peter, James, and John

· treasure box with “gold” coins in it


· blue floor covering for water (Suggestions: tablecloth, blanket, plastic sheet. Another option is to make waves on a pole that can be moved back and forth by children at both ends. Cut a six-foot “strip” of cardboard to look like waves, paint it blue, and tack it to an eight-foot one-by-two board.)

· several toy or paper fish

Small Group Application:

Activity 1:

· blue napkins

· one-quarter of a banana for each child (Cut a banana across the width and once down the length.)

· fish biscuits
· finger biscuits

· cups for water
Activity 2:
· no supplies needed

Activity 3: 

· reproducible for each child (Page 11 - Cut along path with blade before class.)

· ice cream sticks or tongue depressors
· markers
Activity 4: 

· Enlarged picture on page 11 to A3 to use as visual } Be sure to reserve this
· crayon 






} completed visual done by
· masking tape





} shepherd for lesson 34.
Large Group Wrap-Up:

· Xiao Er puppet

· sample materials from small group activities
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