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Take Home Point: *JOIN GOD’S FAMILY—Tell others about Jesus..
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).

Bible Event: Acts 9:1-20, 26:1-23

Jesus Link: Jesus died so that all who believe can be in His family.
We will help the children know:

· The event of Saul’s conversion.

· Jesus died so that sinners like Saul—and us—can join God’s family.

· God wants us to share the story of Jesus so others can believe and join God’s family.

We will help the children feel:

· Confident in their salvation.

· Desire to see others join God’s family.

· Committed to sharing the story of Jesus with others.

We will help the children do:
· Act out the story of Saul’s conversion.

· Make and eat an “Eyeball Sandwich” while reviewing the Bible event.

· Play “Bumper Gospel Game” to practice the take home point and explore how they can share the story of Jesus with others.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	4
4
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Xiao Hung puppet

· flashlight

· “What can a Little Disciple do?”  Sheet from last week, blown up big enough for a group to see. 

· child-sized costumes as follows: King, Pharisee (ornate costume) , and nine generic Bible character costumes. (If you do not have enough costumes, you may eliminate eight of the generic costumes)

· microphone

· Bible

· heavy rope
· a bench
· bright spotlight

· Optional: extra microphone and extra narrator to be God’s voice

	Small Group Application
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9
10
10

	Activity 1: “Penny Evangelism” Craft

Activity 2: “Eyeball Sandwich” Snack

Activity 3:  ”Bumper Gospel Game” 

Activity 4:  ”Mini Clothesline” 

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· game reproduced

· crayons

· one 1 cent coin per child

Activity 2:
· two Marie biscuits per child
· one  round jelly or lychee pudding  and one chocolate chip per child.

· serviettes
· paper cups

· water or juice

Activity 3:

· facial tissues

· one blindfold per two children (Can be strips of cloth)

· masking tape

Activity 4:

· visual aid from last week  

     memory verse learning
· A4 paper; 28cm long raffia 
     string for each child

· reproduce and cut out 
     appendix table for each     

     child
· cellophane tape

· paperclips  

	Large Group Wrap-up
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11
	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er Puppet


Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed: Xiao Hung puppet; flashlight; “What can a Little Disciple do?”  Sheet from last week, blown up big enough for a group to see; child-sized costumes as follows: King, Pharisee (ornate costume) , and nine generic Bible character costumes. (If you do not have enough costumes, you may eliminate eight of the generic costumes); microphone; Bible; heavy rope; a bench; bright spotlight; Optional: extra microphone and extra narrator to be God’s voice.
Puppet Presentation:
Xiao Hung comes in and shines a flashlight in the presenter’s eyes. The presenter exclaims that the flashlight is so bright it is blinding him.

Xiao Hung turns off the flashlight and says he has a story to tell the presenter about something that happened last night. He was scared in the dark at bedtime, so his mom gave him the flashlight. He thought there was a monster in the closet so he shined the flashlight into the closet, but there was nothing in the closet but his clothes and his toys.

The presenter shares that he has a story to tell Xiao Hung. It is a story about a man named Saul and a light that was brighter than a flashlight. When it shined into Saul’s eyes, Saul was afraid because there was someone there. That someone was Jesus, and He changed Saul’s life. Saul loved Jesus once he met Him and joined God’s family. Then he began to tell others the story of Jesus.

Today the children are going to learn that if they love and trust Jesus, they, too, are a part of His family and can tell others about Jesus. 

The presenter teaches Xiao Hung the take home point. *JOIN GOD’S FAMILY AND—Tell others about Jesus.. The presenter says the first part; Xiao Hung responds with the second part. After practicing it with Xiao Hung several times, the presenter teaches it to the children.

Bible Event: Imagination Theater
Imagination Theater is an audience participation drama in which the Bible event is told in creative fashion, using children as actors. The Imagination Box contains the Bible and other special props used for the drama. Begin by removing the Bible and explain that this is God’s word, which tells us of the wonderful deeds God has done. Then, remove an imaginary hat from the box and place it on your head. This is your Imagination Hat. Invite the children to put on their imagination hats, as well. They will use their imaginations to picture the events the Bible tells us about. Some will even use their imaginations to help act out these events. Distribute props to volunteer actors as they are called forward at the beginning of the presentation.

Call children forward to play the following Bible characters: Paul, King Agrippa, several believers, two traveling companions, Ananias, several non-believers. Dress the children in costumes.  Begin: 

(Hold up the “What can a Little Disciple do?” picture.) Here is our “What can a Little Disciple do?” picture from last week. Last week we learned that a disciple is someone who trusts in Jesus’ love, loves Jesus back, and lives for Jesus by serving him. We learned that even kids can be disciples. And we learned what a disciple does. (Point to the heart with the cross.) A disciple trusts that Jesus loves him and died for him and has Jesus’ love in his heart. (Point to the Bible.) A disciple reads and hears God’s word. (Point to the gift.) A disciple shares his gifts with God’s family and helps God’s family. (Point to the beckoning hand.) A disciple shares the story of Jesus with others and invites them to be a part of God’s family.  (Point to praying hands.) Finally, a disciple worships God. Worship is everything someone does to say, “I love you, God!” That includes trusting Jesus, reading God’s word, helping others, sharing Jesus’ story, praying, and praising with our words and music.

Our Bible event today is about a man named Saul who later became Paul. He was not in God’s family. He was not a disciple of Jesus. In fact, he hated Jesus—until something happened to change Saul’s heart. Saul went from hating Jesus to being his disciple and sharing his story with others. (Hold up Bible.) It tells about it here in the Bible.

Our Bible event today happened after Saul’s heart was changed and he went from being Saul, the Jesus hater, to Paul, the Jesus lover. In our Bible event, Paul was arrested for sharing Jesus’ story with others. Now Paul was telling his story to King Agrippa.

(Bring King Agrippa forward.) Paul was on trial. The leaders were trying to decide if, by telling others about Jesus, Paul had broken the law. Now it was time for him to tell his story to King Agrippa. 

(Have King Agrippa say the underlined words into the microphone.) Paul, tell me what happened.

Paul began his story. He said that from the time he was a child, like you children, he lived by God’s word and the laws of the Jewish people. He believed the promise that God would send a Savior. (Have Paul nod his head.) But he did not believe Jesus was that Savior. (Have Paul shake his head “no.”) In fact, Paul, who was then Saul, hated Jesus! (Have Paul make a mean face.) He wanted those who believed in Jesus to die! Sometimes he arrested them and threw them in prison. (Have Paul push the believers to a corner of the stage and help him loosely tie them together.)

One day Saul set off to go to the city of Damascus to arrest the believers there. Have Paul sit on the sawhorse and his traveling companions stand on either side of it.) While Saul and his companions were traveling, there was suddenly a light brighter than the sun. (Point the spotlight at Paul and his companions and then into the audience.) The light fell from the sky and shone on Saul and his traveling partners. They all fell to the ground. (Have Paul and the traveling companions fall to the ground.) Then a voice came from the sky and said:

Option 1: 
Someone from backstage speaks the words.

Option 2: 
Speak the words into the microphone, using a low, loud voice.)

Voice: 

Saul! Saul! Why are you trying to hurt me?

Saul answered, (Have Paul speak the following underlined words into the microphone.) Who are you?

The voice replies:

Voice: 
I am Jesus who you are trying to hurt. Now you will be my disciple. You will tell others about me. You will open their eyes. They will turn from the darkness of sin to the light of forgiveness. They will go from Satan’s control to God’s power. They will be forgiven.

While Saul could hear God, he could no longer see. He had been blinded. So Saul’s traveling partners led him into Damascus to a man God had told them about, Ananias. (Have Ananias come forward and lay his hands on Paul’s head.) Ananias laid his hands on Saul and prayed for him, and Saul’s eyes were opened. He could see!

After that, Saul became Paul and traveled all over telling people the news of Jesus! (Have Paul go over to the unbelievers and say the following underlined phrases.) Jesus died for you!  Believe in Jesus!  Join Jesus’ family!

Because Paul joined Jesus’ family and became His disciple, he told many people about Jesus and many people were saved.

We, too, are a part of Jesus’ family if we have trusted in Jesus. We, too, can tell others about Jesus. Jesus died for you! Jesus died for me! Jesus died for everyone! Let’s share that good news!

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *JOIN GOD’S FAMILY AND—Tell others about Jesus..

End with the following prayer:


Dear God,


Thank You for the best gifts.


Thank You for sending Jesus.


He’s our Savior and Your Son.


Help us to tell others about Jesus.


Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!


Amen

Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

Before he became Paul, what was Saul like? (He hated Jesus. He hated Christians. He arrested Christians and wanted them to die.)

How was Saul changed? (Jesus visited him. Saul learned that Jesus had died for him, so he believed and became Paul, the disciple. Then Paul loved Jesus and shared His story with others.)

What is the good news we should share? (Answers may vary slightly but should include that Jesus loves everyone. Jesus died for everyone. And those who trust in Jesus can be forgiven and be a part of His family.)

Who can you tell Jesus’ story to? (Answers will vary but may include friends, family and neighbors.) 

Activity 1: “Coin Evangelism” Craft
Supplies needed: game reproduced; crayons; one 1 cent coin per child

To make:

1. Color the reproducible appendix.

2. The producible is a target. Lay it on the floor and stand several feet away from it.

3. Practice throwing a penny onto the target. Tell about the picture the penny lands on, as follows:

· Manger: Jesus, God’s Son, was born in a stable and he slept in a manger.

· Jesus and Children: In the Bible it tells that Jesus held children and blessed them. Jesus loves children, including you and me.

· Jesus on the Cross: Jesus died on the cross so our sins can be forgiven and we can be in His family

· Empty Tomb: On Easter Jesus came back to life. Later, He went back to heaven to get a home ready for us so we can live with Him forever.

· Heart with a Cross: When we trust Jesus, He lives in our hearts and we belong to His family.

4.  Encourage the children to take their game home and play it with friends to help share the story of Jesus.

To discuss:

Evangelism is a big word that means to share the story of Jesus so others can learn about Jesus, trust Him, and become a part of God’s family. Our “Coin Evangelism” game can help us to share the story of Jesus with our friends. 

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *JOIN GOD’S FAMILY AND—Tell others about Jesus..

Activity 2: “Eyeball Sandwich” - Snack
Supplies needed: two Marie biscuits per child; one  round jelly or lychee pudding  and one chocolate chip per child; serviettes; paper cups; water or juice

To make:

1. Cut out white jelly with a round cookie cutter.

2. Put the jelly on a Marie biscuit.

3. Add a chocolate chip to the center of the jelly.

4. Close “eye” with an “eyelid.” Put another Marie biscuit on top.

5. Eat your eyeball sandwich.
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To discuss, review the Bible event and say:

In the Bible event Saul was blinded. He couldn’t see. Then he believed in Jesus and his eyes were opened. In some ways though, Saul was blind even before his trip because he couldn’t “see” Jesus with his heart because he didn’t believe Jesus was his Savior. When he trusted Jesus, his heart was opened and he could see the truth. Now Saul wanted to share the story of Jesus with others so they too could have faith and “see” their Savior with their hearts. We, like Saul, can help open people’s hearts to Jesus’ love by telling them Jesus’ story.

Healthy Snack Option: Use a piece of bread and cut out two holes. Have the kids hold the bread up to their face peeking their eyes through the holes. Talk about Jesus being our bread of life and how when Saul received Jesus he could see again. We have new vision with Jesus as our Savior!
Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *JOIN GOD’S FAMILY AND—Tell others about Jesus..

Activity 3: “Bumper Gospel” Game

Supplies needed: facial tissues; one blindfold per two children (Can be strips of cloth); masking tape.
To play:

1. Divide into two teams. (This works best by combining small groups.) Have one team split in half and line an imaginary “roadway” about 15 feet long and 6 feet wide. (Hint: Use masking tape to outline the roadway.)

2. Blindfold the other team. Have them close their eyes, put tissues over their eyes lids and then tie the blindfold over their eyes.

3. Have the blindfolded children stand at one end of the roadway.

4. A shepherd should stand at the other end of the roadway.

5. The blindfolded team shouts out, “Join God’s family!” and the other team shouts back, “Tell others about Jesus.!” as the blindfolded children attempt to make their way down to the shepherd.

6. If a blindfolded child bumps into a child lining the roadway, that child must lead him or her back to the start of the road.

7. When a child gets to the shepherd, he or she says, “I want to see!”, and the shepherd then takes off the blindfold. Now that child lines the roadway.

8. Play for a predetermined length of time. Then, switch teams.

 To discuss:

When Paul believed in Jesus’ and joined God’s family, he couldn’t wait to tell others the good news that Jesus was the promised Savior. We are also in God’s family and God wants us to tell others the good news about Jesus. We can tell others that Jesus is God and died on the cross for the sins of the world—including them. We can tell others that if they trust in Jesus, they, too, can be in God’s family. To whom can you tell the story of Jesus?
Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *JOIN GOD’S FAMILY AND—Tell others about Jesus..

Activity 4: “Mini Clothesline”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: visual aid from last week memory verse learning; A4 paper; 28cm long raffia string for each child; reproduce and cut out appendix table for each child; cellophane tape; paperclips  
Memory Verse:  Matthew 28:19 ~ So go and make followers of all the people in the world.
Memory Verse Learning:

Display the clothesline at child’s height during class. Review the memory verse a few times with the children. Then, distribute the material to the children so that they can make a mini clothesline for themselves on the A4 paper. First tape the string across A4 paper like a clothesline. Then have children arrange the memory verse and use paperclips to fasten onto string. After all the children have completed their clothesline, ask them to recite the memory verse again.

Prayer Time: 

Think of someone you can tell about Jesus. Pray for that person to come to faith. Ask God to help you share the story of Jesus with that person.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Supplies needed: optional music for the lesson; Xiao Er Puppet
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
The presenter shows an example of the activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao Er the take home point. Continue in this manner with the presenter showing examples of each activity. 

Here are Xiao Er’s responses:

Activity 1:

“…and share cheese’s story.”

Activity 2:

“…and share Jesus’ bologna sandwich.”

Activity 3:
“…and blindfold your friends and make them bump into things.”

Activity 4:

“…and chain the word up.”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Lesson 54

Large Group Opening:

· Xiao Hung puppet

· flashlight

· “What can a Little Disciple do?”  Sheet from last week, blown up big enough for a group to see. 

· child-sized costumes as follows: King, Pharisee (ornate costume) , and nine generic Bible character costumes. (If you do not have enourh costumes, you may eliminate eight of the generic costumes)

· microphone

· Bible

· heavy rope

· a bench
· bright spotlight

· Optional: extra microphone and extra narrator to be God’s voice
Small Group Application:

Activity 1:
· game reproduced (appendix)
· crayons

· one 1 cent coin per child

Activity 2:
· two Marie biscuits per child
· one round jelly or lychee pudding and one chocolate chip per child. If jelly or pudding 
      is thick, slice it thinner horizontally.)
· serviettes
· paper cups

· water or juice

Activity 3:

· facial tissues

· one blindfold per two children (can be strips of cloth)

· masking tape
Activity 4:
· visual aid from last week memory verse learning
· A4 paper; 28cm long raffia string for each child

· reproduce and cut out appendix table for each child
· cellophane tape

· paperclips  

Large Group Wrap-up:

· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er puppet
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