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Take Home Point: *THANK GOD FOR FAMILIES—Families share Jesus’ love.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).

Bible Event: 2 Timothy 1:5

Jesus Link: Through faith, Jesus lives in me.
We will help the children know:

· That families, particularly mother’s, are a gift of God, and we honor them for the ways they have blessed us, especially in the passing on of faith.

· Because of others, particularly our mothers, who have shared Jesus’ love with us, we can have faith and Jesus lives in us.

· Now we, like Timothy, pass Jesus’ love to other people.

We will help the children feel:

· Thankful for their mothers and other family members.

· Respect and love for their mothers and families.

· Desire to pass along the blessings they have received from their mothers and other family members to other people, especially the blessing of knowing Jesus.

We will help the children do:
· Use a mystery box to tell the Bible event of Timothy’s mother and grandmother telling him about Jesus.

· Have a special Mother’s Day snack and talk about ways they can show love and respect for their mothers and other family members.

· Play a game, “Roll ‘Em, Bowl ‘Em” to practice sharing Jesus’ love with others.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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5
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Ting Ting puppet

· bouquet of flowers

· Mystery Box

· Bible

· microphone

· slips of paper with instructions written on them, (See large group presentation)

· “Little Disciple” picture

· rocking chair

· baby doll 

· blanket

· plain wooden blocks

· pillow

· scroll (can be attached to a dowel)

· walking stick

	Small Group Application
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11

	Activity 1: “Blooming Flowers” Craft

Activity 2: “Tea Time” Snack

Activity 3: ”Roll ‘Em, Bowl ‘Em” Game

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· green manila card
· labels, one saying “Happy Mother’s Day!”, another saying, “Thank you for loving me.” Print in fancy script.

· small cloth flowers
· PVA glue 

· crayons

Activity 2:
· flower shaped biscuits
· serviettes
· paper cups
· water or juice
Healthy Snack Option

· fresh fruit, cloth and ribbon to wrap up for mom.

Activity 3:

· two or three balls

Activity 4:


· white board

· marker

· 14 cut out figures

· 14 small toy plates or origami box

· Coloured stones

	Large Group Wrap-up
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12
	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er puppet


Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
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Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 

Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed: Ting Ting puppet; bouquet of flowers; Mystery Box; Bible; microphone

slips of paper with instructions written on them, (See large group presentation); “Little Disciple” picture; rocking chair; baby doll; blanket; plain wooden blocks; pillow; scroll (can be attached to a dowel); walking stick.

Puppet Presentation:
Ting Ting comes out carrying a bouquet of flowers for her mom for Mother’s Day. She wants to show her mother how much she loves her. Her mother always shows Ting Ting how much she loves Ting Ting.

The presenter asks Ting Ting how her mother shows her love. Ting Ting says that she gives her lots of hugs, helps her with her bath, plays games with her, prays with her, takes her to church, and tells her about Jesus.

The presenter tells Ting Ting she must have a wonderful mom to do so many nice things for her. Ting Ting’s mom reminds the presenter of a mother in today’s Bible event. The Bible event is about a pastor named Timothy. He was a pastor partly because both his mother and his grandmother had told him about Jesus from the time he was a little baby. They had passed down their faith to Timothy and now Timothy was sharing Jesus’ love with many, many people.

The presenter teaches Ting Ting the take home point. *THANK GOD FOR FAMILIES—Families share Jesus’ love. The presenter says the first part; Ting Ting responds with the second part. After practicing it with Ting Ting several times, the presenter teaches it to the children.

Bible Event: Mystery Box
The Mystery Box contains objects that will help the presenter tell the Bible event in creative fashion. These objects can be lifted out and shown as the story is told. Another option is to have a hole cut in the top of the box, so that a child could put a hand into it and guess what the object is before it is shown.

Bring out the “Little Disciple Picture” from previous week’s lesson. Review the parts of the picture with the children as follows:

Here is our Little Disciple Picture from last week. Last week we learned that a disciple is someone who trusts in Jesus’ love, loves Jesus back, and lives for Jesus by serving Him. We learned that even kids can be disciples, and we learned what a disciple does. 

(Point to the heart with the cross.) A disciple trusts that Jesus loves him and died for him and has Jesus’ love in his heart. 

(Point to the Bible.) A disciple reads and hears God’s word. 

(Point to the gift.) A disciple shares his gifts with God’s family and helps God’s family. 
(Point to the beckoning hand.) A disciple shares the story of Jesus with others and invites them to be a part of God’s family.  

(Point to praying hands.) Finally, a disciple worships God. Worship is everything someone does to say, “I love you, God!” That includes trusting Jesus, reading God’s word, helping others, sharing Jesus’ story, praying, and praising with our words and music.

Tell the children that in today’s Bible event, volunteers will be helping to act out the story. The children must put on their imagination cap and pretend that those volunteers are Bible characters named Timothy and his mother, Eunice, and grandmother, Lois.  Hold up the Bible and say:

Our event today is taken from a book in the Bible called Second Timothy. In our Bible event, Timothy’s grandmother, Lois, and his mother, Eunice, are disciples of Jesus. They trusted in Jesus, and He lives in their heart.

They shared Jesus’ love with Timothy. Because of his mother and grandmother, Timothy was also a disciple and he also trusted in Jesus. He lived as a disciple by becoming a pastor and sharing Jesus’ love with others.

We are going to learn how Eunice and Lois passed on their faith to Timothy and how your mothers and other people in your lives pass on Jesus’ love to you. I will be setting up several scenes from Timothy’s life, and you must try to guess, without telling anyone, what you think is happening. Then we will listen and hear what is going on.

Call up two female shepherds to be Eunice and Lois. Explain that after you say, “Let’s listen in…” they will carry out the directions on the slips of paper (see portions in italics). Have Eunice sit in the rocking chair. Pull the blanket and doll from the mystery box. Wrap the doll in the blanket and give it to Eunice. 

Give Eunice paper strip 1, which says, Sing “Jesus loves me.” 

Stand behind the scene and say:

I see a mother sitting in a rocking chair with a baby. In your minds, try to guess what is happening. (Pause a moment or two.) Let’s listen in…

Eunice sings a song to Timothy. After several moments, say:

Timothy’s mother is rocking her baby and singing to him about Jesus. She is sharing Jesus’ love with Timothy, even though he is a baby. 

Call up one of the smallest boys in the group. Have him sit on the floor with Eunice and Lois. Pull the blocks from the mystery box.

Give Eunice and Lois paper strip 2, which says, 

“Build a cross and tell Timothy about Jesus dying on the cross.” 

Stand behind the scene and say:

Eunice and Lois are sitting on the floor playing blocks with Timothy. In your minds, try to guess what is happening. (Pause a moment or two.) Let’s listen in…

Eunice and Lois build a cross with the blocks and tell Timothy about how Jesus died on the cross for him. After several moments, say:

Timothy’s mother and grandmother are building a cross with Timothy and telling Timothy about how Jesus died on the cross. They are sharing Jesus’ love with Timothy, even while he plays.

Have the little boy sit down and call up a slightly larger child. Pull the pillow from the mystery box. Have Timothy lay his head on the pillow and cover him with the blanket from scene one. 

Give Eunice and Lois paper strip 3, which says, 

“Kneel by Timothy, tuck him in, and pray with him.” 

Stand behind the scene and say:

It looks like Timothy’s mother and grandmother are putting him to bed. In your minds, try to guess what is happening. (Pause a moment or two.) Let’s listen in…

Eunice and Lois, kneeling by Timothy, tuck him in and pray with him. After several moments say:

Timothy is getting bigger, but his mother and grandmother still share Jesus’ love with him. In this scene they are praying with Timothy.

Have the child sit down and bring up one of the largest children in the group. Pull out the scroll from the box and position Timothy, Eunice and Lois so that they are all looking at the scroll. 

Give Eunice and Lois paper strip 4, which says, 

“Pretend to be reading the Scriptures with Timothy; ‘read’ one or two favorite Bible passages.” 

Stand behind the scene and say:

Timothy is looking at a paper with his mother and grandmother. The paper is a scroll. In your minds, try to guess what is happening. (Pause a moment or two.) Let’s listen in…

Eunice and Lois “read” a couple favorite Bible scriptures to Timothy. After several moments say:

Timothy is even bigger, but Eunice and Lois keep sharing Jesus’ love with him. In this scene they are sharing God’s word, the Scriptures, with Timothy. 

Have the child sit down and bring up a younger looking male shepherd. Bring out the walking stick (It may be hidden back stage) and give it to Eunice. 

Give Eunice and Lois paper strip 5, which says, 

“Give Timothy the walking stick and then hug him and tell him to go tell others about Jesus.” 

Stand behind the scene and say:

It looks like Timothy is grown up and his mother and grandmother have something for him. In your minds, try to guess what is happening. (Pause a moment or two.) Let’s listen in…

Eunice gives Timothy the walking stick and both women give him a hug. Then they tell him to go tell others about Jesus. After a few moments, say:

Even now that Timothy is grown up, Eunice and Lois are encouraging him in his faith. This time they are encouraging Timothy to do what they have done: to pass on Jesus’ love.

Have all the actors go sit down. Say: 

Eunice and Lois passed on their faith to Timothy. 

Briefly go back though each scene, telling how Jesus’ love is passed on to the children:

Scene 1: Just as Eunice sang to Timothy, your mothers, fathers or grandmothers may have sung songs about Jesus to you. Maybe they still do. In Sunday school we share Jesus’ love through music.

Scene 2: Eunice and Lois talked about Jesus during the day. Our families talk to us and tell us about Jesus, and our shepherds tell us about Jesus.

Scene 3: Just as Eunice and Lois prayed with Timothy, our parents, our shepherds and other special people pray with us.

Scene 4: Timothy learned about Jesus through God’s word. When our mothers read Bible stories to us or show us Bible videos and when we go to church and hear about Jesus, we are learning about Jesus’ love through His Word.

Scene 5: When Timothy grew up, he became a pastor and shared God’s love with others. He passed on the gift his mother and grandmother had given him. We do not have to wait to pass on Jesus’ love to others. Because we are already His disciples, we can share Jesus’ love right now.

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *THANK GOD FOR FAMILIES—Families share Jesus’ love.

End with the following prayer:


Dear God,


Thank You for the best gifts.


Thank You for sending Jesus.


He’s our Savior and Your Son.


Thank You for moms and others who tell us about Jesus.


Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!


Amen

Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

What were some ways Lois and Eunice shared their faith with Timothy? (Singing, studying God’s word, talking about Jesus, praying, encouraging Timothy to share God’s word with others.)
How has you mother or another adult shared Jesus with you? (Answers will vary but may include taking them to Kingdom Quest, reading Bible stories, praying, watching Bible videos, etc.)

How can you “pass it on” and share Jesus’ love with others? (Answers will vary but may include telling them about Jesus’ love, inviting them to church, sharing a Kingdom Quest craft with them, etc.)

What happens when someone shares Jesus’ love? (The one who hears it comes to faith in Jesus, and Jesus lives in their heart.)

How can you share Jesus’ love with your mother or someone else who is special to you? (Answers will vary but may include by giving them a gift, helping around the house, or simply telling them.)

Activity 1: “Blooming Flowers” Craft
Supplies needed: green manila card; labels, one saying “Happy Mother’s Day!”, another saying, “Thank you for loving me.”;small cloth followers; PVA glue; crayons

To make:

1. Affix a label at the top of the manila card. Let the children choose between a label that reads, “Happy Mother’s Day!” or “Thank you for loving me!”

2. Glue small flowers on the page for flowers.

3. Use the crayons to draw stems and leaves.

4. Give the picture to your mother or someone who is like a mother to you.

To discuss:

Ting Ting had a bouquet of flowers to give her mother for Mother’s Day. God gave Ting Ting and Timothy a mother who shared Jesus’ love in many special ways, but especially by telling them about Jesus. How have your parents shared Jesus’ love with you? How can you share Jesus’ love with your parents and with others?

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *THANK GOD FOR FAMILIES—Families share Jesus’ love.

Activity 2: “Tea Time” Snack
Supplies needed: flower shaped biscuits; serviettes; paper cups; water or juice;
Healthy Snack Option: fresh fruit, cloth and ribbon to wrap up for mom.
To do:

As you have a special snack or other special Mother’s Day treats, talk about ways you can show your mother or other special adults that you love them.

Healthy Snack Option: Serve herb tea (non caffeinated) with a healthy grain cookie. Package for mom a sandwich bag an assortment of herb tea bags of different flavors.

Ideas: 

Make your mom’s bed, give her a hug and say, “I love you!”, pray for a mother who doesn’t yet believe in Jesus, and thank your mother for something nice she has done for you.

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *THANK GOD FOR FAMILIES—Families share Jesus’ love.

Activity 3: “Roll ‘Em, Bowl ‘Em” Game
Supplies needed: two or three balls
To play:

1. Sit children in small circular groups (maximum of six).

2. Name the kids in a random order, encouraging them to remember who was named after them, for example, “Mary, Tommy, Susan, Jane, Ryan, and John. Have the children practice saying the words, “Share Jesus’ love” with the names in that order several times. For example: Mary has the ball. She says, “Tommy, share Jesus’ love.” Then, Mary passes the ball to Tommy. Tommy says the phrase to the next child mentioned.

3. Give the first child in the list a ball. Have them pass the ball to one another, going in order. The last child passes the ball to the first child in the list. Go through the list several times.

4. Play the game faster and faster.

5. When the interest starts to wane, add a second ball and then, if desired, a third ball.

To discuss:

How have your mother and others shared Jesus’ love with you? How can you share Jesus’ love with others? The best thing we share about Jesus’ love is that He died on the cross to take away our sins, lives in the hearts of everyone who has faith, and everyone who has faith belongs to God’s family.

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *THANK GOD FOR FAMILIES—Families share Jesus’ love.

Prayer Time: 

Thank Jesus for your mother and other special people in your life who have shared Jesus’ love with you.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses the words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Supplies needed: optional music for the lesson; Xiao Er puppet 
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
The presenter shows an example of the activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao Er the take home point. Continue in this manner with the presenter showing examples of each activity. 

Here are Xiao Er’s responses:

Activity 1:

“…Thank you for loving hippos.”

Activity 2:

“…families share stinky socks.”

Activity 3:

“…families share their snacks with adorable birds.”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Lesson 55


Large Group Opening:

· Ting Ting puppet

· bouquet of flowers

· Mystery Box

· Bible

· Microphone

· slips of paper with instructions written on them, (See large group presentation for explanation)

· “Little Disciple” picture

· rocking chair

· baby doll 

· blanket

· plain wooden blocks

· pillow

· scroll (can be paper attached to a dowel)

· walking stick
Small Group Application:

Activity 1:
· green manila card
· two sets of labels, one that says “Happy Mother’s Day!”, other that says, “Thank you for loving me.” Print in fancy script.

· small cloth flowers (purchased at needlework shops)
· PVA glue 
· crayons

Activity 2:
· flower shaped cookies biscuits
· serviettes
· paper cups
· water or juice
Healthy Snack Option

· fresh fruit, cloth and ribbon to wrap up for mom.

Activity 3:

· two or three balls
Large Group Wrap-up:

· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er puppet

Appendix:

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Strip #1

Sing “Jesus Loves Me.”

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Strip #2

Build a cross and tell Timothy about 

Jesus dying on the cross.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Strip #3

Kneel by Timothy, tuck him in, and pray with him.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Strip #4

Pretend to be reading the Scriptures with Timothy; 

“read” one or two favorite Bible passages.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Strip #5

Give Timothy the walking stick. Hug him and 

tell him to go tell others about Jesus

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Date: 	________________________


Series:  We Are In God’s Family 


(Apr-May)


 	Year 1, Lesson 55





Timothy’s Mother Shares Her Faith





Hint: This lesson may be a difficult lesson for children who do not have a loving mother. Be sensitive to those children’s feelings and needs and help them identify people who play the role of mother in their lives.
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