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Take Home Point: *JOIN GOD’S FAMILY – Be kind to others.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).
Bible Event: Acts 16:11-15

Jesus Link: Jesus proved His kindness by dying for our sins.
We will help the children know:

· The story of Lydia becoming a Christian.

· Just as Lydia joined God’s family, we can join too. Just believe.

· Kindness is one way of showing we are part of God’s family.

We will help the children feel:

· Eager to listen to God’s message.

· Serviceable by being kind to others.

· Secure that we can join God’s family.

We will help the children do:
· Make kindness coupons.

· Make and eat heart shaped grape jelly sandwiches.

· Play  “Kindness Safari.”

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Xiao Hung puppet

· soccer ball

· glass jar

· water

· polish river rocks

· cross

· scroll

· purple clothes or towel/blanket

	Small Group Application
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	Activity 1:  “Kindness Coupons”

Activity 2:  “Heart Shaped Snack” 

Activity 3:  ”Kindness Safari”

Activity 4:  ”Family Unvelied”


Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· preprinted paper (see appendix)

· stapler

· scissors

· colors/markers

Activity 2:
· slice of bread per child
· Yam ice cream or purple icing
· plastic or butter knives
· serviettes
· paper cups
· water or juice
HEALTHY SNACK OPTION:

· purple grapes - illustrated by God.  
Activity 3:

· stuffed animals (5) or other medium size objects kids can find 

Activity 4:


· silhouette of a family
· candle or white crayon

· food colouring

· brush



	Large Group Wrap-up
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	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er puppet


Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word, as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed: Xiao Hung puppet; soccer ball; glass jar; water; polish river rocks; cross; scroll; purple clothes or towel/blanket.

Puppet Presentation:

Xiao Hung comes on stage looking and acting frustrated. He has a new soccer ball and doesn’t want to share it at soccer practice. The presenter asks Xiao Hung what’s bothering him. Xiao Hung complains and says that his parents told him to take his ball to practice and share it with the kids so they might play and practice with it, too. He doesn’t want other kids to use it! Xiao Hung crosses his arms in anger. The presenter reminds Xiao Hung that he joined a soccer team and a big part of being on a team is sharing. He would be sharing the ball at practice and sharing in the fun, too. The presenter asks Xiao Hung if he knows what else is important about joining a team. Xiao Hung asks what’s more important than my cool looking soccer ball? The presenter says what is more important is how we play the game. Xiao Hung then asks the presenter what he means. The presenter answers that it is more important to listen to the coach teach you about the game. As a team, you will want to pay attention to the coach and share your ball. The presenter continues to say that this reminds him about a woman named Lydia who paid attention to a message about Jesus. She was so glad she listened and learned about Jesus that she wanted to share her house and food with the people.

Teach Xiao Hung the take home point. *JOIN GOD’S FAMILY – Be kind to others. The presenter says the first line, Xiao Hung responds with the second line. After practicing it with Xiao Hung a few times, practice it with the children.  

Bible Event:  A Visit from a Dramatized Character
A costumed adult presents the Bible event by telling it from a first person point of view. Explain to the children that they will meet an actor, someone pretending to be a person in today’s Bible event. Ask the children to put on their imagination hats so they can imagine that this really is the person in the Bible event.

As Lydia shares her story, have the children respond and fill in the blanks.

Lydia comes out dressed in purple or has a purple towel or cloth draped over her arm. She introduces herself, including her trade of selling purple cloth. She loves the color purple but loves Jesus even more. She wants to retell how one day she was very glad that she was a good listener and had paid attention to some men telling about Jesus. One of the men was named Paul. Lydia says that she was down at the river with her friends praying to God, when Paul and his friends arrived. She takes a scroll and shows the audience that she knew and believed in God but Paul taught her more. Paul told me that God had a son. His name was _(Jesus).  Jesus loved us so much He died on a ___(cross)____.  But did Jesus stay dead? (NO!)  I asked Paul if my family and I could join God’s family. He said that we could. Then my family and I were baptized. (Sprinkle water on audience from jar). We were so happy we wanted Paul and his friend to stay at our house for dinner.   

Explain to the children that, just like Lydia paid attention to Paul and joined God’s family, we can show our happiness by being kind to others. Lydia was kind and invited Paul to eat and stay at her house. Ask the kids what food they like to share when it is a special time. (Call on three participants.) If Jesus came to your house, what food would you share with Him?

Practice the take home point. *JOIN GOD’S FAMILY – Be kind to others.

Dear God,


Thank You for the best gifts.


Thank You for sending Jesus.


He’s our Savior and Your Son.


Thank You that His Spirit helps us believe.


Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!


Amen.
Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

How do we join God’s family? (God sent Jesus to die for us. When we place our trust and belief in Jesus, the Holy Spirit makes us part of God’s family.)
Why do we want to share this Good News with others? (To encourage others to place their faith in Jesus and show we are a part of God’s family by being kind and sharing.)

How did Lydia learn about Jesus? (She was a good listener and paid attention to what Paul was teaching her about Jesus.)
Activity 1: “Kindness Coupons” Craft

Supplies needed: coupon book (see appendix); scissors; markers; crayons; staplers 

Children will color the pictures on the coupons. Adult helper will cut and staple them together.

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *JOIN GOD’S FAMILY – Be kind to others.

Activity 2: “Purple Heart” Snack
Supplies needed: slice of bread per child; yam ice cream or purple icing; plastic or butter knives; serviettes; paper cups; water or juice; HEALTHY SNACK OPTION: purple grapes - illustrated by God.  
To make:

1. Cut the bread with heart shaped cookie cutter

2. Spread on yam ice cream
Review Bible Event:  Lydia, who was an important seller of purple cloth, opened her heart and learned God’s plan for salvation. She learned that God’s son, Jesus, died on the cross for her sins. She was so happy and grateful to Paul for sharing and teaching her about Jesus that she wanted to do something kind in return. Lydia invited Paul to her house to celebrate.

Healthy Snack Option:

Share bunches of purple grapes with the children. Note how God made different kinds of grapes, their various uses and the meaning of the color purple. 

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *JOIN GOD’S FAMILY – Be kind to others.

Activity 3: “Kindness Safari” Game

Supplies needed: stuffed animals (5) or other medium size objects kids can find.
To play:

1. Have an object that children can find somewhere in the room (stuffed animals, gift bags, gift boxes, etc.)

2. Each time they locate an item, you will help them think of doing something kind.
· Tell each other, “Jesus loves you.”

· Tell others how nice they look. 

· Give a hug.

· Ask your shepherd how you can help clean up.

· Tell someone, “Have a nice day.”

To discuss:  When we join God’s family, we like to show our kindness in many different ways.  

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *JOIN GOD’S FAMILY – Be kind to others.
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Activity 4: “Family Unveiled”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: silhouette of a family (Do keep this for the next lesson.); candle or white crayon; food colouring; brush.
Memory Verse:  Ephesians 1:5 ~ Because of His love, 
God make us His own children through Jesus Christ.

Memory Verse Learning: 
Pre-write the memory verse on the silhouette using a 
candle or white crayon. Display a silhouette at child’s 
height prior to class. The children will learn the memory

painting food colouring on the silhouette. Read the 
lines a few times before painting another line.  


Prayer Time: 

Allow children to contribute their own prayers. Ask them how they can be kind to others.
Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.

Supplies needed: optional music for the lesson; Xiao Er puppet
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
The presenter shows an example of the activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao Er the take home point. Continue in this manner with the presenter showing examples of each activity. 

Here are Xiao Er’s responses:
Activity 1: 

 “…and color nicely”

Activity:2: 

 “…eat purple hearts” 

Activity 3:  

 “…and go on a safari”
Activity 4:  

 “…and go on a family trip”
Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Lesson 56

Large Group Opening:

· Xiao Hung puppet

· soccer Ball

· glass jar

· water

· polish river rocks

· cross

· scroll

· purple clothes or towel/blanket
Small Group Application:

Activity 1:
· preprinted paper (see appendix)

· stapler

· scissors

· colors/markers

Activity 2:
· slice of bread per child
· yam ice cream or purple icing
· plastic or butter knives
· serviettes
· paper cups
· water or juice
Activity 3:

· stuffed animals (5) or other medium size objects kids can find
Activity 4:


· silhouette of a family (enlarge appendix to A3 size)
· candle or white crayon

· food colouring

· brush

Large Group Wrap-up:

· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er puppet



[image: image4.jpg]§Biﬁnd toeach

other..
Ephesians u:32

Pick up toys





Date: 	________________________


Series:  We Are In God’s Family 


(Apr-May)


 	Year 1, Lesson 56





Ephesians 1:5 – Because 


of His love, God make 


us His own children through Jesus Christ.





Lydia Learns about Jesus and Believes








�





�











PAGE  
1

