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Take Home Point: *JOIN GOD’S FAMILY—Be filled with joy.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).

Bible Event: Acts 16:22-36

Jesus Link: Believing in Jesus brings joy.
We will help the children know:

· How God’s power freed Paul and Silas from jail.

· God will fill us with joy when we believe.

· We can join God’s family when we believe in Him.

We will help the children feel:

· Joyful to belong in God’s family.

· Comforted that God wants to turn our sadness into joy.

· Strengthened that God’s power is greater than our troubles.

We will help the children do:
· Participate in an Imagination Theater dramatization of the Bible event.

· Eat a cream-filled pastry as a review of God’s wanting to fill us with joy.

· Play the “Jail Break” game and discuss how Paul did not leave the jail but taught the jailer about Jesus.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Ting Ting puppet

Imagination Box:

· poster board

· handcuffs

· toy sword

· Bible

· clothes for actors

· water

· music;

      Option 1: “What a Mighty God           WE Serve”

      Option 2: “My God Is So Big”



	Small Group Application
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	Activity 1: ”Paul Praising in Jail” - Craft 

Activity 2: “Filled With Joy” - Snack 

Activity 3: ”Jail Break” - Game

Activity 4 ”Musical Balloon”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· coloring sheet  

· cellophane tape

· scissors

· colors/markers

Activity 2:
· three varieties of cakes: 1 slice of marble cake, chocolate cake, butter cake per child
· plates
· paper cups
· water or juice
· plastic knives
HEALTHY SNACK OPTION:

· fruits, vegetables, and/or nuts.
Activity 3:

· masking tape

Activity 4:

· white board
· marker

· pictures



	Large Group Wrap-up
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	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er puppet


Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 

[image: image8.wmf]Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word, as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed: Ting Ting puppet; Imagination Box: poster board, handcuffs, toy, word, Bible, clothes for actors, water, music; Option 1: “What a Mighty God We Serve”; Option 2: “My God Is So Big”

Puppet Presentation:

Ting Ting comes in with her head down and moving slow (moping). The presenter asks her what’s wrong. Ting Ting says she caused her family to be late for church. The presenter asks her how it happened. Ting Ting tells him/her that she didn’t put her shoes back in her closet when she was done wearing them. When she needed to get dressed for church, she couldn’t find them. Ting Ting’s family was ready to go to church and she still didn’t have shoes on. Ting Ting had to wear her “old” shoes. Her old shoes are brown and scruffy while her new shoes are red with sparkles. Ting Ting was sad that she made the entire family late and will take care of her shoes and put them away next time.

The presenter tells her he/she understands how that made Ting Ting sad. The presenter shares that this reminds him/her of someone who was very, very sad. He was a jailer. That means he worked in a jail and was to make sure none of the prisoners escaped. If any prisoners did escape, he and his family would be punished. One night while he was sleeping, a powerful earthquake woke him and he found the jail door open. He was sad because he thought all the prisoners had left. He heard one of the prisoners tell him they were all there and didn’t leave. He was so happy that they did not leave. Then he asked the followers of Jesus who were in prison to teach him about Jesus. He believed and was filled with joy. If you’re sad, Jesus wants to turn your sadness into joy. 

The presenter teaches Ting Ting the take home point. JOIN GOD’S FAMILY – Be filled with joy. The presenter says the first line. Ting Ting responds with the second line. After Ting Ting practices it several times, the presenter practices it with the children.

Bible Event: Imagination Theater
Imagination Theater is audience participation drama where the Bible event is told in creative fashion using children as actors. The Imagination Box contains the Bible and other special props used for the drama. Begin by removing the Bible and explain that it is God’s word. Briefly summarize the story, and then remove an imaginary hat and place it on your head. This is your Imagination Hat. Invite the children to put on theirs as well. They will also use their imaginations to picture the events the Bible tells us about. Some will even use their imaginations to help act out these events. Distribute props to actors as they are called forward at the beginning of the presentation. Have them sit to the side until they are called on stage.

Take the Bible out of the Imagination Box. Show it to the children and tell them that today’s Bible event comes from a book in the Bible called Acts. Say:

Today’s event is about a man whose job was to watch prisoners and make sure they didn’t escape. We will call him the jailer. It is also about a man named Paul and how he prayed and worshiped God while in jail. For our Bible event, I’m going to need your help to act it out.

Call forward three boys and dress them as Paul, Silas and the Jailer. Next, call forward several children to be the jailer’s family.

Props you will need: 

Music for praise and worship (ex. “What a Mighty God We Serve” or “My God Is So Big”), sound of an earthquake (ex. use a poster board or oak tag and shake it), toy handcuffs, and water.
Phrases and words that are underlined and italicized are to be said by the child actor.  

Now put on your imagination hats and begin.  

Begin:  

The lights are dimmed, music is playing, Paul and Silas are in handcuffs singing and worshiping. The jailer is sleeping on the side.

It was around midnight. Paul and Silas were in jail but they were still happy and joyful. They were praying and singing hymns of praise to God. The other prisoners were listening to them. All of a sudden, a loud noise was heard and the prison began shaking. A violent earthquake shook the jail. All the doors flew open and all the prisoners’ chains came loose. 

At this time, stop the music, make the earthquake noise and have the actors’ handcuffs come off.

The jailer woke up and saw the prison doors open. Thinking the prisoners had escaped, he drew his sword and was about to harm himself. But Paul shouted as loudly as he could.

Have the actor playing the jailer wake up and draw out his sword. 

Have the actor playing Paul shout:  “Don’t hurt yourself!  We’re all here!”

The jailer knew a very powerful thing had happened and he knelt in front of Paul and Silas and asked what he must do to be saved.

Have the actor playing the jailer kneel in front of Paul and Silas.

Paul and Silas told him to believe in Jesus and he and his family would be saved. The jailer believed and he and his family were baptized. Throw water on the audience. The jailer and his family were filled with joy to be believers in God. 

Practice the take home point with the children. *JOIN GOD’S FAMILY – Be filled with joy. 

Dear God,


Thank You for the best gifts.


Thank You for sending Jesus.


He’s our Savior and Your Son.


Thank you for those who tell us about Jesus.


Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!


Amen


Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
[image: image9.wmf]Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

What were Paul and Silas doing while they where in prison? (Praying and singing to God.)

How did God save Paul and Silas? (He caused the earth to shake, the doors opened and the chains fell off.)

How did the jailer join God’s family? (He asked Paul and Silas to teach him about Jesus. He believed and was baptized.)

How did the jailer feel after he believed? (He was filled with joy.)

Activity 1: “Paul Praising In Jail” Craft

Supplies needed: coloring sheet; cellophane tape; scissors; colors/markers

To make:

1. Use the coloring sheet provided. Copy on manila card.

2. Have children color page first.

3. Tape yarn/string to top of the card.

4. When the children are done coloring, they will pull string vertically to the bottom of sheet and tape on back. Option: Cut slits on bottom and pull string through the slits. Tape securely on the back. This will represent the bars of a jail. 

As the children work, review the Bible event. Say:

Paul never lost faith in God. While he was locked in chains in the jail, he was praying and praising God. God shook the jail with a powerful earthquake. The chains fell off and the doors opened up. Paul helped the jailer learn about Jesus. The jailer believed and was filled with joy. 

Practice the take home point with the children. *JOIN GOD’S FAMILY – Be filled with joy. 

Activity 2: “Filled with Joy” Snack

 Supplies needed: one 3 varieties of cakes: 1  slice of marble cake, chocolate cake, butter cake per child; plates; paper cups; water or juice; plastic knives; 

HEALTHY SNACK OPTION: fruits, vegetables, and/or nuts.
To prepare:

1. Cut marble cake, chocolate cake, butter cake into quarters. 
2. Give one quarter to each child.     
As the children eat, review the Bible event. Point out that the jailer asked Paul what he must do to be saved. They told him to believe in Jesus. The jailer was filled with joy when he believed in Jesus.    

Healthy Snack Option:  We can be healthy and happy and full of joy by thanking God for his provisions like fruits, vegetables, and/or nuts. Talk about how eating good foods God has created makes us healthy and happy. We can be filled with special nutrients made especially for us by our creator and have joy in knowing Jesus Christ as our Savior.  

Practice the take home point with the children. *JOIN GOD’S FAMILY – Be filled with joy. 

Activity 3: “Jail Break” Game

Supplies needed: masking tape
This game is played like the game “police and thieves
To set up:

1. Make two lines of masking tape on opposite sides of the room as “safe” areas.  

2. Choose one of the children to be “the jailer.”

To play:

1. The “jailer” starts in the middle of the room and tries to tag the children as they run across. Anyone who is tagged will be “put in jail.” Find a safe place for your jail so that the others will not run into them. The “jailer” cannot tag anyone behind the masking tape.

2. The other children try to cross the room from one side to the other without being touched by the “jailer.”

3. Once everyone is “caught,” the game is over. To play again, pick another jailer.

To discuss:

The jailer was afraid when he saw the doors open because he thought they had all escaped. Unlike the game we just played where you tried to get away, Paul and the other prisoners did not leave the jail. The jailer was filled with joy when he learned that he could be saved, and he believed in Jesus.    

Activity 4: “See and Tell”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: white board; marker; pictures
Memory Verse:  Ephesians 1:5 ~ Because of His love, God make us His own children through Jesus Christ.

Memory Verse Learning: 
Write the memory verse on the whiteboard and replace the word love, make, children and Jesus Christ with the picture below. Recite the verse with the children. Every time when the children finish reciting, erase a word or picture from the board. Repeat this until the board is cleared. Ask the children to recite the word by just looking at the pictures on the board.
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Prayer Time: 


Have the children thank God for Jesus and joining His family.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
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Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Supplies needed: optional music for the lesson; Xiao Er puppet

Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
The presenter shows an example of the activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao Er the take home point. Continue in this manner with the presenter showing examples of each activity. 

Here are Xiao Er’s responses:

Activity 1:

“…be filled with Coco Pebbles.”

Activity 2:

“…be filled with yummy worms and grubs.”

Activity 3:

“…be filled with kitty litter.”

Activity 4:

“…be filled with balloon.”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Lesson 57

Large Group Opening:

· Ting Ting
· small girls shoes (optional)
· poster board

· handcuffs

· toy sword

· Bible

· clothes for actors

· water

· music;

      Option 1: “What a Mighty God WE Serve”

      Option 2: “My God Is So Big”
Small Group Application:

Activity 1:
· colouring sheet
· cellophane tape 
· scissors
· colors/markers
Activity 2:

· three varieties of cakes: 1 slice of marble cake, chocolate cake, butter cake per child
· plates
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paper cups
· water or juice
· plastic knives
HEALTHY SNACK OPTION:

· fruits, vegetables, and/or nuts.
Activity 3:

· masking tape
Activity 4:

· white board
· marker

· pictures (enlarge to about 150cm in height)
Large Group Wrap-up:

· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er puppet
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