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Take Home Point: *JOIN GOD’S FAMILY—Invite others
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).

Bible Event: Matthew 28:16-20

Jesus Link: Jesus invites us to believe and then says, “Go,” and invite others.

We will help the children know:

· Jesus invites us to spread the news of His kingdom.

· They are equipped to tell others about Jesus.

· There are many different ways we can tell others about Jesus.

We will help the children feel:

· Confident that they are able to tell others how to join God’s family.

· Eager to tell others the news about Jesus.

· Excited to be part of a “mission team” that is inviting friends to church.

We will help the children do:
· Make an invitation to invite a friend to church.

· Celebrate those they are thinking of bringing to church.

· Play “working together” game and discuss how we work together when friends bring friends to church.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Xiao Hung puppet

· stuffed animal or toy

· Bible

· cross

· mission Talk/Video option 

· mission event (see appendix)

	Small Group Application
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	Activity 1: “Special Friends Day Invitations”

Activity 2: “Celebration Snack”

Activity 3:  ”Working Together to Walk Together”

Activity 4:  ”Mini Family Unveiled”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· invitations (see appendix)

· magic  pens
· pens/pencils

· stickers

· stamp markers

Activity 2:
· mini muffins, mini cup cakes or small desert bars
· Rocky – Strawberry flavour
· plates
· serviettes
· water or juice
Activity 3:

· something to tie children’s legs together. Ex. women’s knee high pantyhose, ribbons or plastic grocery sacks

Activity 4:
· silhouette from last week memory verse learning
· mini silhouette cut out from an A4 for each child
· candles or white crayon
· food colouring
· brushes

	Large Group Wrap-up
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	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er puppet


Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word, as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed: Xiao Hung puppet; stuffed animal or toy; Bible; cross; mission Talk/Video option; mission event (see appendix).

Puppet Presentation:
Xiao Hung comes on stage for “show and tell” with a stuffed animal or toy and is very excited. Xiao Hung can’t wait because it is finally his turn. The presenter asks Xiao Hung why he is so excited. Xiao Hung explains that today is his turn for “show and tell.” Xiao Hung tells the presenter that it seemed like forever to wait for his turn. The presenter explains that for “show and tell” each had to wait to tell about their toy. But today, we are going to do find out that we ALL can tell about Jesus. We are calling it “Go & Tell.” We want everyone to invite others to join God’s family. And the best part of “Go & Tell” is that you don’t need to wait for your turn. You can do this today. Today, the children will be learning that Jesus invites us to tell everyone about Him and how they can share the “good news” with everyone.

Teach Xiao Hung the take home point. *JOIN GOD’S FAMILY—Invite others. The presenter says the first line, Xiao Hung responds with the second line. After practicing it with Xiao Hung a few times, practice it with the children. 

Bible Event: Mystery Box
The Mystery Box contains objects that will help the presenter tell the Bible event in creative fashion. They can be lifted out and shown as the story is told. Another option is to have a hole cut in the top of the box so that a child could put a hand in and guess what the object is before it is shown.

Boys and girls, today I am going to read from the Bible how Jesus invites us to go and tell all the people in the world how we can join God’s family. Some of the things Jesus tells us to do are go and tell (teach), baptize, and obey. (Read Matthew 28:16-20)
When finished reading, take out the animal or toy Xiao Hung was taking to show and tell. 

Xiao Hung was excited about show and tell. Jesus has invited us to “go and tell”. What are we going to tell? (Bring out the cross.) We will tell others that Jesus Christ gave His life for them. We can also tell them they can join God’s family by believing in Him. Who can you “go and tell” or invite?

Discuss that they can invite their family, friends, and neighbors.

Practice the take home point. *JOIN GOD’S FAMILY – Invite others
OPTION:

Have you ever done a “go and tell?” Well, our church “goes and tells.” 

Sometimes people go to other countries and they tell about Jesus. (Show a video of a church mission trip, and/or have the people that went tell about their “go and tell” adventure.) 

Don’t forget you can still do this important work of “go and tell” in your own neighborhood, city or school.

Dear God,


Thank You for the best gifts.


Thank You for sending Jesus.


He’s our Savior and Your Son.


Thank You for those who tell us about Jesus.


Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!

Amen

Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

What did Jesus tell His followers to do? (Go and tell the whole world what Jesus taught them… to believe, be baptized and to obey His teachings.)
How can we tell others about Jesus? (Invite them to church is one way. Share, wherever you are, the message that God sent Jesus to die on the cross to save us from our sins.)

Where in the world can you start and “go and tell” others? (Answers will vary but may include: family, friends, neighbors, etc.)

Activity 1: “Special Friends Day” Invitation

Supplies needed: invitations (see appendix); magic pens; pens/pencils; stickers; stamp markers.

Explain to the children that they are going to make invitations. The Kids Church is having a “Special Kids Friends Day.” This is a day when everyone is encouraged to bring a friend to church. The children will decorate the invitation and deliver to a family, friend, or neighbor. 

Review by inviting a friend to church so they can help them learn about Jesus and how to join God’s family. Practice the take home point. *JOIN GOD’S FAMILY – Invite others.
Activity 2: “Celebration” Snacks

Supplies needed: mini muffins, mini cup cakes or small desert bars; “Rocky” – strawberry flavour; plates; serviettes; water or juice.
Have children put one “Rocky in their snack. The finger biscuit represents a candle. Ask them to close their eyes and think to whom they will give an invitation. Once they have an idea, they can pretend to blow out their “candle.” Explain to the children that they are helping spread the news about Jesus when they invite others to church. 

Healthy Snack Option:  When shopping for mini muffins or cupcakes, be sure the list of ingredients does not include hydrogenated oils. These oils are called trans fats and have been banned in several European countries. Try baking them yourselves with whole wheat flour or have a cooking class with the children. Children will sense the joy of working together and putting ingredients together

Practice the take home point *JOIN GOD’S FAMILY – Invite others.
Activity 3: “Working Together to Walk Together” Game

Supplies needed: something to tie children’s legs together. Ex. women’s knee high pantyhose, ribbons or plastic grocery sacks.
Mark a starting and ending line. Have children pair up. As the pair stands side-by-side, tie together the legs that are touching so it seems like they have three legs (like a 3-legged race). You may have to give them pointers on how to move together. Have them walk from the starting line to the ending line. 

Remind the children that just like they had to work together to move, the church works together to send people to other places. We work together when friends bring friends to church. Practice the take home point *JOIN GOD’S FAMILY – Invite Others.
Activity 4: “Mini Family Unveiled”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: silhouette from last week memory verse learning; Mini silhouette cut out from an A4 for each child; candles or white crayons; food colouring; brushes.

Memory Verse:  Ephesians 1:5 ~ Because of His love, 

God make us His own children through Jesus Christ.
Memory Verse Learning: 
Display last week’s silhouette prior to class. 

Review the memory verse a few times with the children.

Then, pass out the mini silhouette to each child and

ask them to trace the words using a candle or a crayon.

When they have finished, allow them to paint food colouring on their individual silhouette. Recite the memory verse before proceeding to prayer time.
Prayer Time: Have the children pray for God’s guidance in asking whom to invite to church and courage to share the “good news.”

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of the each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
The presenter shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao Er the take home point. Continue in this manner with the presenter showing examples of each activity. 

Here are Xiao Er’s responses:

Activity 1:

“…invite lions.”

Activity 2:

“…invite tigers.”

Activity 3:
“…invite Beeearded people. You thought I was going to say bears!”

Activity 4:

“…invite family.”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Lesson 58

Large Group Opening:

· Xiao Hung puppet

· stuffed animal or toy

· Bible

· cross

· mission Talk/Video option 

· mission event (see appendix)
Small Group Application:

Activity 1:
· prepare invitations (see appendix)

· colors/markers

· pens/pencils

· stickers

· stamp markers

Activity 2:
· mini muffins, mini cup cakes or small desert bars
· “Rocky” – strawberry flavour
· plates
· serviettes
· water or juice
Activity 3:

· something to tie childrens legs together.  Ex.  women’s knee high pantyhose, ribbons or plastic grocery sacks
Activity 4:
· silhouette from last week memory verse learning
· mini silhouette cut out from an A4 for each child
· candles or white crayon
· food colouring
· brushes

Large Group Wrap-up:

· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er puppet
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Date: 	________________________


Series:  We Are In God’s Family 


(Apr-May)


 	Year 1, Lesson 58





As a church, decide ahead of time when you will have a mission day for kids. Plan your details. You may decide, as a church, to bring this lesson together with an upcoming mission trip or use it with other outreach activities you are doing. 





Reproduce the invitations ahead of time for this lesson.





Jesus Teaches Us to Invite Others








Ephesians 1:5 –


Because of His love,


God make us


His own children


Through Jesus Christ.
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