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Take Home Point: *EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—God keeps me safe.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).

Bible Event: Genesis 37:12-36

Jesus Link: Jesus died and rose again so He will be with us always.
We will help children know:

· The story of Joseph being sold into slavery.

· God kept Joseph safe when he was sold into slavery and He keeps us safe in tough times.

· Jesus died and rose so that He can be with us always and keep us safe.

We will help the children feel:

· Comforted by knowing that God is always present, even in tough times, and keeps them safe.

· Strengthened for tough times.

· Hopeful that they can make it through tough times because of Jesus.

We will help the children do:
· Watch a video of Joseph being sold into slavery.

· Turn a cup into a well and have a snack of animal crackers and “well” water to review the Bible event.

· Play “Coat of Many Colors Relay” and relay how God kept Joseph safe even when his brothers wanted to kill him.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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4-5
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Xiao Hung
· plaster
· VCR and television

· video:

Option 1: “Joseph in Egypt” from The Animated Stories From the Bible series

Option 2: “Joseph: King of Dreams” by Dreamworks


	Small Group Application
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6-7
7-8
8

8
	Activity 1: “Joseph’s Coat of Many Colors”  Craft

Activity 2: “Joseph and the Well”  Snack

Activity 3:  ”Coat of Many Colors”  Relay

Activity 4: “The Wall of the Well”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· one large brown paper bag per child

· ten to fifteen 2-foot streamers of various colors for each child

· glue 
· scissors

Activity 2:
· paper cups
· water
· gray construction paper cut to fit around the cups
· black markers

· glue
· animal crackers

HEALTHY SNACK OPTION

· 3 or 4 different colored fruits (grapes, oranges, strawberries, and pears)

Activity 3:

· large poster board or newsprint cut into a coat shape (1 per small group)

· Post-it notes of different colors

· masking tape

· stopwatch or other timer
Activity 4:

· white board

· marker

· paper coat with post-it notes from Activity 3

· 7 post-it notes per group
· Mahjong paper

· Masking tape


	Large Group Wrap-up
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9
	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er Puppet



Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s Word, as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed: Xiao Hung; plaster; VCR and television video: 

Option 1: “Joseph in Egypt” from The Animated Stories From the Bible series

Option 2: “Joseph: King of Dreams” by Dreamworks
Puppet Presentation:
Xiao Hung comes in wearing a plaster on his elbow. He had a bike accident and got hurt. The presenter sympathizes with Xiao Hung, saying that it must have been a tough time when he fell off his bike and asks if he cried. Xiao Hung says, yes, he did. Xiao Hung tells the presenter his Mom reminded him that God was with him and that helped him feel better. The presenter says that Xiao Hung’s mom is very wise—very smart. God is there in tough times, times when we have problems. In fact, in today’s Bible event the children will learn about Joseph, Jacob’s son. They will learn about a very tough time he went through. His brothers hated him because his father loved him more than them. In fact, Joseph’s brothers hated him so much they wanted to kill him. But God was with Joseph and kept him safe. He wasn’t killed. Instead, he was sold into slavery. In the coming weeks, the children will learn that God used Joseph’s slavery to save himself, his family and many, many people. God was there in tough times for Joseph, and God kept Joseph safe. And even though Xiao Hung got hurt, God kept him safe. He gave Xiao Hung his mother to put a Band-Aid on him and he kept Xiao Hung from getting hurt worse.

Practice the take home point with Xiao Hung. *EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—God keeps me safe. The presenter says the first part—Xiao Hung responds with the second part. After practicing it with Xiao Hung a few times, have the children practice it.

Bible Event: Video
Test your sound and video system beforehand. Cue the video to its precise beginning. For larger groups of children (15 or more), use a large screen TV or imager. Dim the lights before starting the video. To introduce a video, you might read from a Bible storybook and leave off the ending, inviting the children to see what happens by watching the video. You could also introduce the video by inviting the children to keep an eye out for special actions or words they will see during it.  

Option 1: Show the video, Animated Stories from the Bible, Joseph in Egypt, to the children. Start with the captain of the guard telling Pharaoh, “Joseph was his father’s favorite son.” (Cue: 6:14.) End with Potiphar saying, “Hire men for the stable, Joseph. We’ll pay them the higher wage you suggested.” (Cue: 11:04) This option is almost five minutes long.

Option 2: Show the video, Joseph, King of Dreams. After the video, point out to the children:

Joseph’s brothers hated Joseph because his father loved him more. They wanted to kill Joseph, but God used his brother, Reuben, to keep him safe. Instead, Joseph was thrown into a well and then sold as a slave. That probably made Joseph feel sad and scared, but in the next couple weeks, we will learn that God was still keeping Joseph safe. We will learn that because Joseph became a slave, God was able to use him to save many, many people. God also used Joseph’s slavery to make his brothers sorry for what they did so they could be forgiven.

God also keeps us safe in tough times. Our toughest times are when we sin. God kept us safe from sin by sending Jesus to die for us and rise again to take away our sins. Now Jesus is with us always, keeping us safe.

Practice the take home point with the children. *EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—God keeps me safe.

End with the following prayer. Have the children repeat each phrase.


Dear God, (repeat)

Thank You for being here. (repeat)


Thank You for sending Jesus. (repeat)

He is our Savior. (repeat)
He keeps us safe. (repeat)
Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! (repeat)
Amen (repeat)

Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:


What danger did Joseph face? (Being killed by his brothers.)
How did God keep him safe? (Instead, he was sold into slavery where he would be able to help many people.)

What are some tough times we face? (Answers will vary but may include: getting hurt, sinning, fighting, being afraid, etc.)
What does God do for us in tough times? (He is with us and keeps us safe.)

How has Jesus kept us safe? (He died so our sins could be forgiven.)

Activity 1: “Joseph’s Coat of Many Colors” Craft
Supplies needed: one large brown paper bag per child; ten to fifteen 2-foot streamers of various colors for each child; glue; scissors

To make:

1. Cut a line in the middle of one of the wider sides of the brown paper bag from top to bottom. 

2. Cut the bottom out of the bag.

3. Cut a circle, 6-inches in diameter, on each of the two narrower sides of the bag about 6-inches from the bottom.

4. Glue streamers of different colors on the bag to decorate.

5. Try on your coat!

As the children work, review the Bible event. Say: 

The brothers hated Joseph because they were jealous that their father loved him more and gave him a beautiful coat. Joseph’s coat was torn up, but Joseph’s life was saved. When we have tough times, bad things might happen to us, but God still loves us and takes care of us

Practice the take home point: *EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—God keeps us safe.

Activity 2: “Joseph and the Well” Snack

Supplies needed: paper cups; water; gray construction paper cut to fit around the cups; black markers; glue; animal crackers.
HEALTHY SNACK OPTION

3 or 4 different colored fruits (grapes, oranges, strawberries, and pears)

To make:

1. Use the black markers to draw bricks on the construction paper.

2. Glue the construction paper around the cups to form a “well.”

3. Wash hands in the toilet.

4. Drink water and eat animal crackers for snack.

As the children work and eat, review the Bible event. Count the ways animals were a part of the story: Joseph’s brothers were watching the goats and sheep. The travelers came with a caravan of donkeys, and the brothers told their father that wild animals killed Joseph. Point out that God kept Joseph safe from being killed and He keeps us safe. 

HEALTHY SNACK OPTION: Pick any three or four different colors of fruit (oranges, grapes, strawberries, pears) and compare them to the colors of Joseph’s coat. The colors could represent the many different ways God took care of Joseph while he was away from his family.  

Practice the take home point: *EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—God keeps us safe.

Activity 3: “Coat of Many Colors” Relay
Supplies needed: large poster board or newsprint cut into a coat shape (1 per small group); Post-it notes of different colors; masking tape; stopwatch or other timer.
To set up:

1. Tape a paper coat to the wall for each team competing in this relay.

2. Make a line of masking tape about ten feet from the wall.

3. Have the children line up behind the masking tape.

4. Give each team several small pads of Post-It notes in different colors.

To play:

1. Set the stopwatch for five minutes.

2. One at a time, the children grab a Post-It note, run up to their team’s coat, attach it, run back and tag the next person.

3. The process is repeated until the timer runs out.

4. The team with the most Post-It notes decorating the coat wins.

To discuss:

Joseph’s brothers were jealous of him because their father loved him more and gave him a beautiful coat of many colors. When they wanted to kill him, it was a tough time for Joseph, but God kept him safe. What are some tough times you have had? How has God kept you safe? Our toughest times are when we sin, because God, while He always loves us, hates sin because it separates us from Him. But Jesus died on the cross and rose again so we can be forgiven. Jesus has kept us safe from our sins, and God and Jesus can always be with us.

Practice the take home point: *EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—God keeps us safe.

(Note: You would need the paper coat with the post-it notes for Activity 4)
Activity 4: “The Wall of the Well”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: white board; marker; paper coat with post-it notes from Activity 3; 7 pieces of post-it notes each group; mahjong paper with wall drawing as below; masking tape.
Memory Verse:  Psalm 27: 1 ~ The Lord is my light and the one who saves me. I fear no one. The Lord protects my life. I am afraid of no one.
Memory Verse Learning:

Preparation before class:

1. Write the memory verse on the white board. 
2. Write out all the orange coloured words of the memory verse on different coloured post-it. 
3. Just before the game starts, slip in the post-it among the other post it on the paper coat. Paste the mahjong paper which has the memory verse pre-written on it on another wall. 






Gather the children in front of the white board and recite the memory verse a few times together. Then, tell the children to imagine that they are in the well which Joseph was in. There seems to be some words written on the wall of the well. Let’s race to complete the sentence. Ask the children to stand behind the masking tape which was used in Activity 3. They are to run to the paper coat and take a piece of the post-it. Turn the post-it around. If they find words written on it, they are to run to the mahjong paper and paste it in the right blank.
Prayer Time: 


Have the children thank God for the tough times when He has kept them safe.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of the each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.

Supplies needed: optional music for the lesson; Xiao Er puppet
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Presenter shows Xiao Er a craft made in Activity 1. Then the kids attempt to teach Xiao Er the take home point.

Presenter says to kids:
“Even in tough times!…”

Kids say:  


“…God keeps me safe!”

Presenter says to Xiao Er: “Even in tough times!…”

Xiao Er says: 

“I like to wear pretty coats.”

Presenter shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao Er the take home point. Continue in this manner with Presenter showing example of each activity. Here are Xiao Er’s responses:

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 2 sample:  “I don’t swim in my under shorts.”
Xiao Er’s response to Activity 3 sample:  “Goats don’t make good friends.”
Presenter says: 
“Xiao Er, listen one last time.

“Even in tough times…”

Kids response: 

“…God keeps me safe!”

Presenter says to Xiao Er: “Even in tough times…”

Xiao Er’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice) “EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—GOD KEEPS ME SAFE!”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Lesson 25

Large Group Warm-up

· Xiao Hung puppet

· Plaster
· VCR and television

· video:

· Option 1: “Joseph in Egypt” from The Animated Stories from the Bible series
· Option 2: “Joseph: King of Dreams” by Dreamworks
Small Group Application

Activity 1:
· one large brown paper bag sack per child

· ten to fifteen 2-foot streamers of various colors for each child

· glue 
· scissors

Activity 2:
· paper cups
· water
· gray construction paper cut to fit around the cups
· black markers

· glue 
· animal crackers

Activity 3:

· large poster board or newsprint cut into a coat shape (1 per small group)

· post it notes of different colors

· masking tape

· stopwatch or other timer
Activity 4
· white board

· marker

· paper coat with post-it notes from Activity 3

· mahjong paper with the wall drawing on it

· 7 post-it notes with memory verse words which are highlighted in orange per team 

· Masking tape
Large Group Wrap-up

· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er Puppet
Date:	________                      _______
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