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Take Home Point: *GOD’S CREATION IS GRRREAT! –-Let’s celebrate!
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).

Bible Event: Genesis 1:1-25

Jesus Link: Because of Jesus, God’s creation will again be new and perfect. 

We will help children know:

· The true story of how God created the world.

· In the beginning, the world was perfect. Later, sin would enter the world and ruin its perfection.

· Because Jesus died on the cross, God will someday again create a new and perfect heaven and a new earth.

We will help the children feel:

· Awed by the work of God’s creation.

· Saddened that sin destroyed that perfect creation.

· Joyful to know that because of Jesus, the heavens and the earth will once again be made perfect.

We will help the children do:
· Watch the Bible event unfold through an appearing picture story.

· Eat animal crackers and review the creation story.

· Play a game, “Creation Celebration.”

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	3

4-6
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Xiao Hung
· top hat (If one is not available, make one using black construction paper.)

· toy wand (mallet from a xylophone or a short dowel rod)

· Mystery Box

· reproducible (page 9-14)

· glue

· yellow, black, blue, brown, and green crayons with paper taken off

· six sheets of paper

· easel with clips

	Small Group Application
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7

7

8

8
	Activity 1: “God Created the World” Craft 

Activity 2: “Animal Crackers” Snack

Activity 3: ”Celebrate Creation” Game

Activity 4: “Global Word”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1

· one paper plate for each child

· paper punch 

· one-foot length of yarn for each child

· “Days of Creation” reproducible (included in Supply List)

· crayons

· glue 

Activity 2:
· animal crackers

· cups 

· water or juice

Activity 3:

· inflatable globe or beach ball

· whistle (optional) 
Activity 4:

· globe craft from Activity 1
· post-it



	Large Group Wrap-up
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9

	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· optional music for the lesson

· Xiao Er puppet

· sample materials from small group activities




Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word, as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed: Xiao Hung; top hat (If one is not available, make one using black construction paper.); toy wand (mallet from a xylophone or a short dowel rod); Mystery Box; reproducible (page 9-14); glue; yellow, black, blue, brown, and green crayons with paper taken off; six sheets of paper; easel with clips
Puppet Presentation:

Xiao Hung comes out wearing a black cape and carrying a top hat and wand. He says, “Abra cadabra, alacazow! (or malimali hung!) Rabbit, come out right now!” He then taps the hat with the wand. Nothing happens. Next Xiao Hung says, “Eenie meenie, minie moe. Come on rabbit, let’s go!” Again he taps the hat with the wand and again, nothing happens. Getting frustrated, Xiao Hung shouts, “Hocus pocus, shazam! Open sesame! (or Zam zam ala ka zam!)  Please appear, rabbit!” All the while, he is rapidly tapping the hat repeatedly. 

While this is going on, the leader makes gestures to the audience that indicates he is puzzled by Xiao Hung’s behavior. Finally, the presenter breaks in and asks, “Xiao Hung, what in the world are you doing?” 

Xiao Hung looks up, surprised to see the presenter and the children. Embarrassed, he stutters that he is trying to do a magic trick and make a rabbit appear in the hat. The presenter tells Xiao Hung that he can’t make something out of nothing. Xiao Hung insists that he can. He saw a magician do it on TV last night. The presenter tells Xiao Hung that the magician didn’t make a rabbit out of nothing; it was a trick. The rabbit was hiding before the trick. Only God can make something out of nothing. 

In fact, today the children are going to learn about when God made the world using only His Word. It’s a magnificent story. The presenter teaches Xiao Hung today’s special words. *GOD’S CREATION IS GRRREAT! – Let’s celebrate! The presenter says the first line; Xiao Hung replies with the second line. After practicing it with Xiao Hung several times, the presenter teaches it to the children.
Bible Event: Mystery Box
The Mystery Box contains objects that will help the presenter tell the Bible event in creative fashion. They can be lifted out and shown as the story is told. Another option is to have a hole cut in the top of the box so that a child could put a hand in and guess what the object is before it is shown.

Before Class: Put the crayons in the Mystery Box, and set the easel on the stage. Make six appearing pictures (pictures included in Supply List): 

1. Put a sheet of paper over each of the six reproducible;

2 .Trace the pictures with glue. 

3 .Let dry. 

4. After they are dry, label the pictures one through six in order

Put pictures in the Mystery Box. Day 1 should be on the top of the stack, Day 6 on the bottom.
Bring out the Mystery Box. Say,

Boys and girls, our Mystery Box is filled with mysteries today. (Take out the appearing pictures.) These papers look like plain white papers, but they are going to help me tell today’s Bible event because they are appearing pictures. They are not magic pictures. Remember, only God can make something from nothing. But they are specially prepared to surprise us. 

(Hang the first picture on the easel and hang a paper over it.) Way back in time before the world began, there was nothing. No sky, no moon, no stars, no trees, flowers, food, water, animals, or people. There was nothing—except God. 

Then God said, “Let there be light!” (Take out the yellow crayon and, using the side of it, color half the paper so raised yellow lines appear.) God separated the light from the dark. (Repeat on the other half of the paper, using the black crayon.) God made light and dark. He called the light “day” and the dark He called “night.” That was the first day. (Hold up one finger.) And God said, “It is good!”

(Hang the second picture on the easel and hang a paper over it.) Then God said, “Let there be waters and let there be sky. (Repeat coloring process using blue crayon.) So, God made the waters and the sky. That was the second day. (Hold up two fingers.) And God said, “It is good!”

(Hang the third picture on the easel and hang a paper over it.) Then God said, “Let the waters be gathered in one place. (Repeat coloring process only in the area of the raised “pond.”) God said, “Let there be land and let there be plants.” (Repeat coloring process on the rest of the paper, using green crayon.) So, God made the rivers and the oceans, the grass and the ground, the flowers, the trees and all the plants. That was on the third day. (Hold up three fingers.) And God said, “It is good!”

(Hang the fourth picture on the easel and hang a paper over it.) Then God said, “Let there be lights in the sky.” (Repeat coloring process, using yellow crayon.) So, God made the sun and the moon, the planets, and the stars. He made days, nights, seasons, and years. That was on the fourth day. (Hold up four fingers.) And God said, “It is good!”

(Hang the fifth picture on the easel and hang a paper over it.) Then God said, “Let there be animals in the water and birds in the sky.” (Repeat coloring process, using blue crayon.) So, God made the fish and the starfish, the octopus and the electric eel, the owl, the robin and the rooster, and all the animals of the sea and birds of the air. That was on the fifth day. (Hold up five fingers.) And God said, “It is good!”

(Hang the sixth picture on the easel and hang a paper over it.) Then God said, “Let there be every kind of wild animal.” (Repeat coloring process, using brown crayon.) So, God made the horse and the cow, the tiger and the lion, the dog, the dinosaur, and the great white polar bear. God made every kind of animal in the world. That was on the sixth day. (Hold up six fingers.) And God said, “It is good!”

God made the whole world. He made the sun and the moon and the stars. He made the land and the water, day and night, plants and animals, fish and birds. God made everything and He made everything good and everything perfect.

Practice the take home point with the children. *GOD’S CREATION IS GRRREAT! Let’s celebrate!
But God had not yet made one thing. He had not yet made people. Next week we will learn the special way in which God made the first man and the first woman. 

Think about our world. Is it perfect now? No! That is because sin came into the world. Sin is the things people choose to do wrong. When sin came into the world, things started to go bad. Pain, hurt, and death came into the world. 

But the world will not stay that way! Something else came into the world. God came into the world. God came into the world as Jesus. Because Jesus did not sin, He could take away our sin. Because of Jesus, God will someday make a new earth—heaven. And it will be good! In fact, it will be perfect! And, if we love Jesus and trust Him to take away our sins, we will get to be in God’s new and perfect world, heaven, with Him! That is the best news of all!

While we wait for a new earth, we can still look around and see how great God’s creation is. Think of how beautiful the flowers are, how soft a feather feels, and how cute a puppy is. A juicy apple tastes yummy. A gentle breeze on a hot day feels wonderful! And what fun it is to roll down a grassy hill!

Practice the take home point. *GOD’S CREATION IS GRRREAT! Let’s celebrate!
End with the following prayer. Have the children repeat each phrase.



Dear God, (repeat)


Thank You for creating the world. (repeat)


Thank You for all the things You made. (repeat)



Because sin ruined everything, (repeat)



You sent Jesus to forgive. (repeat)



Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! (repeat)



Amen (repeat)

Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

Who made the world? How? (God. He said, “Let it be,” and it was.)
Name some of the wonderful things God made. (Answers will vary.)

Did God’s world stay good and perfect? Why? (No, because sin came into the world.)

What will happen someday? (God will again make a new and perfect world—heaven. Those who love Jesus and trust in His forgiveness will get to go to heaven and see Him.)

Activity 1: “God Created the World” Craft
Supplies needed: one paper plate for each child; paper punch; one-foot length of yarn for each child; “Days of Creation” reproducible (included in Supply List); crayons; glue 

To make:

1. Color both sides of the paper plate blue and green to look like a globe. (Optional. Do only if time permits.)
2. Punch a hole at the top of the paper plate.

3. Tie a loop of yarn through the hole. (Children may need help with this step.)

4. Color reproducible.

5. Cut along dotted lines.

6. Glue pictures on both sides of the paper plate.

7. Hang at home in a spot where both sides of the craft can be seen.

To discuss:

1. Review the Bible event.

2. Thank God for the many things He created.

3. Review why the world is no longer perfect and why God will someday make a new and perfect world.

4. What is your favorite plant? Animal? Bird? Fish? Even though God’s world is no longer perfect, it is still wonderful!

Practice the take home point. *GOD’S CREATION IS GRRREAT! Let’s celebrate!

Activity 2: “Animal Crackers” Snack
Supplies needed: animal crackers; cups; water or juice

Pass out the animal crackers and let the children eat them for snack. As the children eat, review the Bible event and practice the take home point. *GOD’S CREATION IS GRRREAT! Let’s celebrate! Thank God for the many animals He has created.
HEALTHY TIDBIT: When purchasing animal crackers, try and purchase a product that is NOT made with hydrogenated oils or “trans fats.” Many food companies are changing the way they make food to accommodate these healthier choices.

Activity 3: “Celebrate Creation” Game
Supplies needed: inflatable globe or beach ball; whistle (optional) 

To play:

1. Have the children sit in a circle. 

2. Have the children bop the ball across the circle to one another.

3. When the shepherd blows the whistle or says stop, the children all say, “God made ________.”

4. The child holding the globe/beach ball must fill in the blank.

5. All the children shout, “God’s creation is grrreat! Let’s celebrate!”

6. The child holding the globe/beach ball bops it back in the air and play resumes.

If a child names something that has already been named, he must sit out the next round.

Practice the take home point. *GOD’S CREATION IS GRRREAT! Let’s celebrate!

Activity 4: “Global Word”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: craft from Activity 1; post-it
Memory Verse:  Psalm 104:24 ~ Lord, You have made many things; with wisdom You made them all.
Memory Verse Learning:

Prior to class, paste all the post-it around the paper globe in the right order of the verse. Hang up the globe. Gather the children in front of the globe. Read the memory verse once and ask the children to follow. Remove a piece of post-it and ask the children to read the verse together. Repeat this until all the post-its are being removed from the globe.
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Prayer Time: 

Name some things God created and thank Him for them. Thank God for sending Jesus so His creation can someday be made new once again.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
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Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The presenter shows an example of the each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.

Supplies needed: optional music for the lesson; Xiao Er puppet; sample materials from small group activities

Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
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Presenter shows Xiao Er a craft made in Activity 1. Then the kids attempt to teach Xiao Er the take home point.

Presenter says to kids:
“God’s creation is GRRREAT!…”

Kids say:  


“…Let’s celebrate!”

Presenter says to Xiao Er: “God’s creation is GRRREAT!…”
Xiao Er says: 
“Don’t tie your sister up with yarn.”

Presenter shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao Er the take home point.  Continue in this manner with Presenter showing example of each activity.  Here are Xiao Er’s responses:

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 2 sample: “Always wear your underwear on the INSIDE of your pants.”

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 3 sample:  “Celebrate, celebrate… dance to the music.”
Presenter says: 
“Xiao Er, listen one last time.

God’s creation is GRRREAT!…”

Kids response: 
“…Let’s celebrate!”

Presenter says to Xiao Er: “God’s creation is GRRREAT!…”

Xiao Er’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice) “GOD’S CREATION IS GRRREAT! LET’S CELEBRATE!”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Lesson 16

Large Group Warm-up

· Xiao Hung puppet

· top hat (If one is not available, make one using black construction paper.)

· toy wand (mallet from a xylophone or a short dowel rod)

· Mystery Box

· reproducible (page 9-14 of lesson)

· glue

· yellow, black, blue, brown, and green crayons with paper taken off

· six sheets of paper

· easel with clips
Small Group Application

Activity 1: Please see box on page 4 of lesson

· one paper plate for each child

· paper punch 

· one-foot length of yarn for each child

· “Days of Creation” reproducible (page 15 of lesson)

· crayons

· glue 

Activity 2:
· napkins

· animal crackers

· cups 

· water or juice

Activity 3:

· inflatable globe or beach ball

· whistle (optional)
 Activity 4:

· craft from Activity 1

· post-it (write each word of the 

      memory verse on one piece of post-it)
Large Group Wrap-up
· Xiao Er puppet

· sample materials from small group activities

Lesson 16 – Creation template for Large Group Warm-up (6 pages)
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Lesson 16 – Template for Small Group Application
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Date:	__               ______________


Series:	God’s Creation Is Grrreat! (Sept-Nov)


	Year 2, Lesson 16





�





God Creates the 


World








�
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