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Take Home Point: *JESUS WENT TO HEAVEN—We keep doing His work.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).

Bible Event: Acts 1:1-11

Jesus Link: Jesus went to heaven to prepare a place for us but promised to send His Spirit so we can continue to do His work.
We will help children know:

· The story of Jesus’ ascension into heaven.

· Jesus promised to give us His Spirit to help us do His work.

· While we wait for Jesus to return, we are to tell others about Him. 

We will help the children feel:

· Hope that Jesus will return someday.

· Strengthened by the Holy Spirit to do Jesus’ work while they wait for His return.

· Eager to tell others about Jesus.

We will help the children do:
· Watch a video of Jesus’ ascension.

· Make and eat a special ascension snack while reviewing the Bible event.

· Play a game, “Balloon Bop Relay,” to review the teaching point, “Keep doing His work.”

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Xiao Hung puppet

· RM50 bill

· video: Animated Stories New Testament “He is Risen” (Nest Entertainment)

· VCR & television

· Bible

	Small Group Application
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	Activity 1: “Ascension Cup” Craft

Activity 2: “Heavenly Clouds” Snack

Activity 3:  ”Balloon Bop Relay” Game

Activity 4:  “I Know”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· blue paper cups with a hole in the bottom, large enough to pull string through

· one reproducible per six children copied on sky blue manila card and cut into sections

· label with take home point for each child

· cotton balls

· glue

· cellophane tape

· 12-inch lengths of string

Activity 2:
· Four to five “keropoks” per child
· blue serviettes
· cups
· water or juice
Activity 3:

· one balloon per team

Activity 4:

· tandem-memory verse cards from lesson 49

	Large Group Wrap-up
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	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er Puppet


Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim; but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word, as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed:  Xiao Hung puppet; RM50 bill; video: Animated Stories New Testament “He is Risen” (Nest Entertainment); VCR & television; Bible
Puppet Presentation:
Xiao Hung comes out with a RM50 bill. He is very excited. His dad has gone out of town on a business trip and gave Xiao Hung the RM50 bill so he could do an important job. The presenter asks what the important job is. Xiao Hung says he is going to take his mother and Ting Ting out to a nice restaurant and pay for the food himself. The presenter is impressed and then asks Xiao Hung where he is taking them. Xiao Hung replies that he is taking them to McDonald’s. Xiao Hung is pleased that his father trusts him with that important job.

Then Xiao Hung admits that while he is excited about his important job, he also cannot wait until his father comes home again so he can be with him.

The presenter is reminded of today’s Bible event. Jesus was leaving His disciples and ascending, which means going up, to heaven. He is going there on a business trip—His business is to prepare a place in heaven for those who love and trust in Jesus. When Jesus ascended into heaven, He left His followers—including us—with an important job. That job is to tell others about Jesus so that they, too, can be in heaven. We can’t wait for Jesus to return so we can be with Him, but we, also, are very excited to be able to do His work while we wait. The best part of all is that Jesus promised to send us His Spirit so that we are not alone while we wait. Jesus’ Spirit is here helping us do Jesus’ work while we wait for Jesus to return.

The presenter teaches Xiao Hung the take home point: *JESUS WENT TO HEAVEN–We keep doing His work. The presenter says the first line; Xiao Hung responds with the second line. After practicing it with Xiao Hung a few times, the presenter practices it with the children.

Bible Event: Video
Test your sound and video system beforehand. Cue the video to its precise beginning. For larger groups of children, (15 or more) use a large screen TV or imager. Dim the lights before starting the video. To introduce a video, you might read from a Bible storybook and leave off the ending, inviting the children to see what happens by watching the video. You could also introduce the video by inviting the children to keep an eye out for special actions or words they will see during it.

Introduce the Bible event:

Close your eyes and imagine. Imagine seeing Jesus dying on the cross. You are so sad the tears run down your cheeks. Then you see Jesus bow His head and die. You think your heart will break.

Continue to imagine. Now it is Easter morning and you have just heard the most wonderful news—Jesus is alive! He has risen from the dead. You want to sing, shout and dance! Your heart is filled with joy. Jesus, the savior has risen from the dead! He is alive! HE is alive! HE IS ALIVE!

Imagine one more scene. Forty days have gone by. In that time you have seen Jesus several times. You have run to Him, hugged Him and felt His love surround you. You now know that Jesus had to die and rise again—for you—to take away your sins. Today, though, something is different. Jesus takes you and many of His followers onto a hill, gives you an important job, and then goes up into heaven. You are sad to see Jesus go. You know that is the last time you will see Him until you are with Him again in heaven. But you know that you have an important job to do. You must go and tell others about Jesus. You must tell them that Jesus loves them and died for them. If they trust in Jesus, someday they will be with Him in heaven.

You may open your eyes. 

Today we are learning about the day Jesus went back into heaven. Jesus went back to heaven to prepare a place for us there. But He also gave us a job—to tell others about Him. And He promised us a gift—the gift of His Spirit that will be with us always and help us to spread His news so that someday many, many people can be with Jesus in heaven.

We are going to watch a video that shows what happened the day Jesus returned to heaven.

Start the video, “He is Risen” at 28:20 (when Jesus is taking His followers on the top of a hill) and play for two minutes to the end of the video.  

After the video, remind the children that Jesus gave them an important job to do—to tell others the good news that Jesus died to forgive their sins and rose again and that Jesus is now preparing a place for them in heaven.

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *JESUS WENT TO HEAVEN—We keep doing Jesus’ work.

End with the following prayer:


Dear God,


Thank You for the best gifts.


Thank You for sending Jesus.


He’s our savior and Your son.


Help me keep doing Your work.


Help me tell others that Jesus is alive.


Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!


Amen.
Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

How do you think the disciples felt as Jesus ascended up into heaven? (Answers will vary but may include surprised, sad, or excited.)
What important job did Jesus give them and us to do? (Tell others about Jesus.)

What help did He promise to send? (His Spirit.)

How can we keep doing Jesus’ work? (Answers will vary but may include “by showing love to people who do not know Jesus,” “by inviting a friend to Sunday school,” or “by telling someone about Jesus.”)

Activity 1: “Ascension Cup” Craft

Supplies needed:  blue paper cups with a hole in the bottom, large enough to pull string through; one reproducible per six children copied on sky blue manila card and cut into sections; label with take home point for each child; cotton balls; glue; cellophane tape;
12-inch lengths of string

Instructions:

1. Glue cotton balls outside the cup.

2. Color the Jesus picture. 

3. Tape the string to the top-back side of the picture.

4. Stick the take home point label inside the cup.

5. Pull the string through the hole in the cup so that  Jesus “ascends” up into the cup.

Discussion:

Practice making Jesus ascend up while reviewing the Bible event.

Practice the take-home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *JESUS WENT TO HEAVEN—We keep doing Jesus’ work.

Activity 2: “Heavenly Clouds” Snack
Supplies needed:  four to five “keropoks” per child; blue serviettes; cups; water or juice
Instructions:

1. Have each child open out their blue serviette in front of themselves to depict the blue sky.

2. Hand each child four to five “keropoks.”

3. Have them place the “keropoks” like clouds on the serviettes.
4. Eat! 

Discussion:

As the children make and eat the snack, review the Bible event. Jesus ascended, went up to heaven to prepare a place for us. Someday He will return and take us there. But, for now, He has an important job for us to do. He wants us to tell everyone about Him.  But He didn’t leave us alone to do that job. He promised to send us His Spirit to help us.

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *JESUS WENT TO HEAVEN—We keep doing Jesus’ work.

Activity 3: “Balloon Bop Relay” Game
Supplies needed:  one balloon per team
Instructions:

1. Divide the children in two teams standing in two parallel lines, facing each other. The children should be several feet apart from the next child in line.

2. Give the child at one end of each line a balloon.

3. On the word “Go!” the child with the balloon is to bop it to the next child in line and say, “Keep doing his work!”

4. The children continue bopping the balloon down the line and back up the line, each time repeating the phrase, “Keep doing his work.”

5. The first team to finish wins.

6. Option: Play the game several times, using different phrases that tell about Jesus, for example, “Jesus loves you!” and “Jesus died for you!”

Discussion:

Jesus gave us work to do, and we are to keep doing His work until he returns. What important job did Jesus give us? I wonder how we can keep doing Jesus’ work…

Practice the take-home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *JESUS WENT TO HEAVEN—We keep doing Jesus’ work.

Activity 4: “I Know”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: tandem-memory verse cards from lesson 49
Memory Verse:  Acts 2:44 ~ “All the believers kept meeting together, and they shared everything with each other.” (GW)

Memory Verse Learning:

Layout the memory verse cards before the children. Tell the children that they are helping you arrange the memory verse. But first let everyone recite Acts 2:44 three times together. As the group recites, the shepherd points to the cards so that the children will recognize the words of the memory verse. Then the shepherd asks for a volunteer to give him the first card and then another volunteer for the next card. Keep asking until the memory verse cards have all been taken in its order. Recite Acts 2:44 together again. If time permits, do another round.
Prayer Time: 

Thank Jesus for giving you an important job to do and for sending His Spirit to help you do it. Name one person you want to tell about Jesus. Ask Jesus to help you tell that person about Him.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of the each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Xiao Er’s confused responses:

Activity 1:
“We keep doing the laundry.”

Activity 2:
“Don’t put pretzels in your ears.”

Activity 3:
“Don’t kiss hippopotamuses.”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Lesson 50

Large Group Opening:

· Xiao Hung puppet

· RM50 bill

· video: Animated Stories New Testament “He is Risen” (Nest Entertainment)

· VCR & television

· Bible

Small Group Application
Activity 1:

· blue paper cups with a hole in the bottom large enough to pull string through

· one reproducible per six children copied on sky blue manila card and cut into sections

· label with take home point on it for each child

· cotton balls

· glue

· cellophane tape

· 12-inch lengths of string

Activity 2:
· four or five “keropoks”
· blue serviettes
· cups
· water or juice
Activity 3:

· one balloon per team
Activity 4:

· tandem-memory verse cards from lesson 49
Large Group Closing:

· Xiao Er puppet

· sample materials from small group activities

Optional Music for the Lesson:

· Choose 2 or 3 songs and list them here
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