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Take Home Point: *Jesus sent his Spirit—God’s Spirit lives in me.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).

Bible Event: Acts 2:1-14, 38-41

Jesus Link: Jesus sends His Holy Spirit who fills me with faith.
We will help children know:

· The story of the Spirit coming at Pentecost.

· Jesus gives me His Spirit, also.

· The Spirit gives me the power to have faith and live for Jesus.

We will help the children feel:

· Excited by knowing that Jesus is present in their lives through the Spirit.

· Comforted by the knowledge that the Spirit is always with them.

· Eager to live for Jesus by the power of the Spirit.

We will help the children do:
· Participate in a mystery box Bible event, telling the story of the Spirit coming at Pentecost.

· Make and eat a “Spirit Fire” snack while reviewing the Bible event.

· Play a game, “Wind Power,” and connect it to the power of the Spirit. 

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Xiao Hung puppet

· number 5 birthday candle

· matches 

· Bible

· mystery box

· votive in glass candle holder

· tape player and tape of voices speaking in various languages. To make: Have several people repeat several times into a tape recorder the following phrases that say “Jesus is alive!” in different languages:  Examples

          “Jesus is lebendig!” (German, pronounced “Yay-soos ist lay-BEN-dig!”)

           “Jésus est vivant!”

(French, pronounced: “Jay-soos ay vee-VAWNt!”)

          “Jesus è vivo!”

(Italian, pronounced: “Jay-soos ay vee-vo!”)

          “Yesus, zhivoy”

(Russian pronunciation of the cyrillic)
          “Jesús está vivo!”

(Spanish, pronounced: “Hay-SOOS aez-TA bee-bo!”)

· Option: hand held fan



	Small Group Application
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	Activity 1: “Tongues of Fire Crown” Craft

Activity 2: “Spirit Fire” Snack

Activity 3:  ”Wind Power” Game
Activity 4:  “Show & Say”
Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· 1 ½ to 2 inch strips of manila card cut long enough to fit around a child’s head

· stapler

· labels with take home point printed on them

· 4-inch squares of red, yellow and orange tissue paper

· tape

· red, yellow and orange markers

Activity 2:
· Rocky – strawberry flavour
· cups
· water or juice
Activity 3:

· Option 1: straws, masking tape, ping pong balls or cotton balls

· Option 2 (outside): bubbles and bubble blowers
Activity 4:

· a silhouette of a church
· a silhouette figure for each child
· a 2”X3” card with Acts 2:44 written


	Large Group Wrap-up
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	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er Puppet


Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim; but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word, as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed:  Xiao Hung puppet; number 5 birthday candle; matches ; Bible; mystery box; votive in glass candle holder; tape player and tape of voices speaking in various languages; Option: hand held fan
Puppet Presentation:
Xiao Hung comes out with a candle. He is excited because today is his fifth birthday. He shows the number five candle and tells the presenter he is now so big he can even count to five in Mandarin (or English). Then he demonstrates…
The presenter is impressed. Xiao Hung asks the presenter to light the candle. After the presenter does so, Xiao Hung tries to blow it out but has difficulty, so the presenter helps him.

The presenter is reminded by Xiao Hung’s birthday and candle about today’s Bible event. The Bible event is about the birthday of the Christian Church. In the Bible event, the Holy Spirit comes to earth as Jesus promised when He returned to heaven. The Holy Spirit came as a loud wind and rested on the believers’ heads as tongues of fire that did not burn them kind of like Xiao Hung’s birthday candle. Just as Xiao Hung can count to five in Mandarin, the believers were given the power to tell people about Jesus in different language. That day 3,000 people became believers in Jesus.

The presenter teaches Xiao Hung the take home point: *JESUS SENT HIS SPIRIT–He lives in me. The presenter says the first line; Xiao Hung responds with the second line. After practicing it with Xiao Hung a few times, the presenter practices it with the children.

Bible Event: Mystery Box
The Mystery Box contains objects that will help the presenter tell the Bible event in creative fashion. These objects can be lifted out and shown as the story is told. Another option is to have a hole cut in the top of the box, so that a child could put a hand into it and guess what the object is before it is shown.

The large group presenter brings out the Bible and introduces the Bible event by saying:

Today we are going to learn about the birthday of the Christian Church. That special day is called Pentecost. It tells about it here in a book of the Bible called Acts. (Show the Bible.)

Bring out the mystery box and say:

Today we are going to use the mystery box to tell the Bible event because on the first birthday of the Church, the first Pentecost, something mysterious but exciting happened. Let’s find out what it was.

Imagine you are in a room with all of Jesus’ followers. For forty days you have been meeting together and waiting for the Spirit to come as Jesus promised. You miss Jesus greatly and are frightened that someone will arrest you and nail you on the cross, as they did Jesus. You want to tell others about Jesus but you are simply too scared, so you meet together and wait, just as Jesus told you to do. But on this day something different happens. 

If you are using a fan, bring it out now and blow it on several of the children. Say:

The room suddenly fills with a strong, violent wind. Blow hard like the wind. The room is shaking like an earthquake. The wind, though, does not come from outside, like a windstorm, it is from within the room. You are trembling. You feel excited, confused and filled with awe. “What’s happening?” you wonder. It’s a mystery!

Then suddenly the wind stops blowing.

Take out a votive candle and light it. (If possible, for greater effect, pre-light the votive candle.) Say:

Then another mystery happens. Tongues of fire, flames of fire, appear on the heads of every believer in the room! It looks something like this…

Hold the votive candle over the heads of several children. Come back on stage and say:

But that is not the last mystery. Every believer in the room begins to talk—in languages they have never learned! It sounds like this…

Turn on the tape player, still in the box, and listen for several moments. Continue:

The believers are able to say, “Jesus is alive!” in languages they have never learned! It’s another mystery!

But it’s really not a mystery. It is the Holy Spirit who has come as Jesus promised! 

This day, the birthday of the church, is special in another way. It is a special religious, church holiday. Many, many people from all over the world are visiting Jerusalem, the city in which the believers are gathered. The believers, because of being filled with the Holy Spirit are able to speak the languages of those people!

One of the believers, Peter, a disciple or helper of Jesus, goes out into the crowd and, in the languages of the people, tells them about Jesus. He tells the people that Jesus was hung on the cross and died. He had to die to pay for the sins of all the people. But Jesus, who was dead, is now alive!

As they listen to Peter the hearts of many people change and they, too, want to become followers of Jesus. They ask, “What must we do to be saved?”

Peter answers them, saying, “Be sorry for your sins and believe in the Lord Jesus. This promise is for you and your children!”

That day 3,000 people were baptized and became followers of Jesus. The Christian Church was born. Happy Birthday to the church! 

Sing ”Happy Birthday” to the Christian Church and say:

Because the Spirit came to the believers, they had the power to no longer be afraid but be filled with courage and tell the people about Jesus. Because the Holy Spirit came, 3,000 people were saved on that one day.

The good news is that Jesus sends us His Spirit too! We, too, are filled with the Holy Spirit and given the power to have faith and to live for Jesus! 

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *JESUS SENT HIS SPIRIT—He lives in me.

End with the following prayer:


Dear God,


Thank You for the best gifts.


Thank You for sending Jesus.


He’s our Savior and Your Son.


Thank You for sending the Spirit.


He helps me tell others, Jesus is alive.


Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! Amen.

Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

I wonder how Jesus’ followers felt before He sent the Spirit… (Answers will vary but may include scared, worried, hopeful, etc.)

I wonder how the followers felt after the Spirit came… (Answers will vary but may include excited, happy, joyful, brave, etc.)

After the Spirit came at Pentecost how were the believers changed? (They were able to speak in different languages and were given the power to tell others about Jesus.)

What happened to the church that day? (The Christian Church was born and 3,000 believers were added to it.)

Jesus promises to give us His Spirit also. How does that change us? (It helps us to believe and helps us live for Jesus, for example; by telling others about Him and wanting to learn more about Jesus.)

Activity 1: “Tongues of Fire Crown” Craft
Supplies needed:  1 ½ to 2 inch strips of manila card cut long enough to fit around a child’s head; stapler; labels with take home point printed on them; 4-inch squares of red, yellow and orange tissue paper; tape; red, yellow and orange markers

Instructions:

1. Put a label on the manila card strip.

2. Staple the manila card strip into a circle to fit the head as a crown.

3. Layer a red, an orange and a yellow tissue paper in a stack and then form them into a flame shape.

4. Glue the flame pointing up on the crown.

5. As time permits, decorate the crown with the markers.

Discussion:

While tongues of fire do not rest on our heads, Jesus does give us His Spirit too. I wonder how the Spirit changes us…

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *JESUS SENT HIS SPIRIT—He lives in me.
Activity 2: “Spirit Fire” Snack
Supplies needed: Rocky – strawberry flavour; cups; water or juice
As everyone share the snack, say how the sticks looks like fire. Review the Bible event.

Discussion:


I wonder how the power of the Holy Spirit is like fire…

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *JESUS SENT HIS SPIRIT—He lives in me.
Activity 3: “Wind Power” Game

Supplies needed:  Option 1: straws, masking tape, ping pong balls or cotton balls; 
Option 2 (outside): bubbles and bubble blowers
Instructions:

1. Divide into two teams.

2. Make two lines of masking tape as far apart as possible.

3. Line the teams up behind one strip of masking tape and give each child ½ a straw.

4. Give the first child on each team a ping pong ball or cotton ball.

5. On the word “Go!” the child must use the straw to blow the ball down to the other line and back.

6. The next child must do the same thing and so forth until every child has had a chance.

7. The first team to finish wins.

To discuss:

In our game we used wind from our breath to move the ball. I wonder how wind power is like Spirit power…

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *JESUS SENT HIS SPIRIT—He lives in me.

Activity 4: “Show & Say”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: a silhouette of a church; a silhouette figure for each child; a 2”X3” card with Acts 2:44 written
Memory Verse:  Acts 2:44 ~ “All the believers kept meeting together, and they shared everything with each other.” (GW)

Memory Verse Learning:

Tell the children that as a group we are review the 

memory verse. Lay down the 2”X3” card and say, 

“Acts 2:44.” Have the children echo after shepherd. 
Give each child a silhouette figure and say, “All the 

believers.” Lay down the church silhouette and have
the children put their silhouette figure on the church.
Say, “…kept meeting together…” For the last phrase, the child takes back a figure and hand to the person on his right saying “…and they shared everything with each other.” Do this for another two rounds.
Prayer Time: 

Thank Jesus for promising to give you His Spirit too. Ask Him to fill you with His Spirit and help you to have faith and be bold in living for Him.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of the each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Xiao Er’s confused phrases:

Activity 1:

“Don’t set your tongue on fire.”

Activity 2:

“I want those snacks to live in my belly.”

Activity 3: 

“Don’t kiss elephants on the forehead.”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

LESSON 51

Large Group Opening:

· Xiao Hung puppet

· number 5 birthday candle

· matches 

· Bible

· mystery box

· votive in glass candle holder

· tape player and tape of voices speaking in various languages. To make: Have several people repeat several times into a tape recorder the following phrases that say “Jesus is alive!” in different languages:  Examples

· “Jesus is lebendig!” (German, pronounced “Yay-soos ist lay-BEN-dig!”)

· “Jésus est vivant!”

· (French, pronounced: “Jay-soos ay vee-VAWNt!”)

· “Jesus è vivo!”

· (Italian, pronounced: “Jay-soos ay vee-vo!”)

· “Yesus, zhivoy”

· (Russian pronunciation of the cyrillic)
· “Jesús está vivo!”

· (Spanish, pronounced: “Hay-SOOS aez-TA bee-bo!”)

· Option: hand held fan
Small Group Application

Activity 1:

· 1 ½ to 2 inch strips of manila card cut long enough to fit around a child’s head

· stapler

· labels  with take home point on them

· 4-inch squares of red, yellow and orange tissue paper

· tape

· red, yellow and orange markers

Activity 2:
· Rocky - strawberry flavour
· cups
· water or juice
Activity 3:

· Option 1: straws, masking tape, ping pong balls or cotton balls

· Option 2 (outside): bubbles and bubble blowers
Activity 4:
· a silhouette of a church
· a silhouette figure for each child
· a 2”X3” card with Acts 2:44 written
Large Group Closing:

· Xiao Er  puppet

· sample materials from small group activities

Optional Music for the Lesson:

· Choose 2 or 3 songs and list them here
Date: ________________________


Series:  We Are God’s Church (Apr-May)
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