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Take Home Point: *WE ARE GOD’S CHURCH—We pray for each other.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).
Bible Event: Acts 12:1-17

Jesus Link: Jesus frees us from the chains of sin by giving His life for us.
We will help children know:

· The story of Peter’s miraculous escape from prison.

· When God’s people pray, miraculous things can happen.

· Jesus rescued us from sin when He died on the cross.

We will help the children feel:

· Awed by God’s power.

· Empowered to help others through prayer.

· Confident that God hears and answers prayers.

We will help the children do:
· Act out the story of Peter’s miraculous escape.

· Use the symbol of praying hands to reinforce the story as they eat their snack and complete their craft.

· Play the game “Guard and Angel.”

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Xiao Hung puppet

· fake handcuffs

· headpieces for Peter and Rhoda

· crown for Herod

· chair covered with a brightly colored blanket

· three guard’s helmets or swords

· black crepe paper jail

· partition or divider

	Small Group Application
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	Activity 1: “Praying Hands” Craft

Activity 2: “Praying Hands” Snack

Activity 3: ”Guard and Angel” Game

Activity 4:  “Tell It To The Child”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· one reproducible per child

· three strips of black sugar paper per child

· tape

· crayons or markers

Activity 2:
· cut two oval shape bread per child
· kaya or jam
· serviettes
· cups
· water or juice
Activity 3:

· no supplies needed

Activity 4:

· a baby doll

	Large Group Wrap-up

[image: image3.jpg]




	8
8
	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er Puppet


Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s Word as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed:  Xiao Hung puppet; fake handcuffs; headpieces for Peter and Rhoda;
crown for Herod; chair covered with a brightly colored blanket; three guard’s helmets or swords; black crepe paper jail; partition or divider

Puppet Presentation:

Xiao Hung comes out looking depressed and wearing (or holding, if necessary) a pair of fake handcuffs. The presenter asks Xiao Hung if he is all right. Xiao Hung raises his cuffed hands into the air and declares that he is not all right. He feels like he is in jail! The presenter naturally wants to know what on earth Xiao Hung is talking about. Xiao Hung explains that he got in trouble yesterday for fighting with his sister and he got sent to his room. No T.V., no video games, no fun! He was stuck in his room just like a prisoner in jail! It was terrible.

The presenter assures Xiao Hung that it probably didn’t seem like very much fun to be stuck in his room, but it was not nearly as bad as being in jail. And sometimes when you fight with your sister, you have to go to you room for a while. But even that’s not that bad. Xiao Hung finally takes off his handcuffs and grudgingly agrees that it wasn’t that bad. But Xiao Hung’s story does remind the presenter of a story from the Bible. 

The presenter tells Xiao Hung that one of Jesus’ friends Peter was really in jail once. Xiao Hung can’t believe it. He knows that Peter must have done something pretty bad to get put in jail. The presenter explains that it wasn’t that way at all. Peter hadn’t done anything wrong, but got thrown into jail anyway by an evil king! Xiao Hung wants to know what happened to Peter, but the presenter tells him that he’ll have to wait and see in just a minute. First, the kids need to learn the take-home point for today.

The presenter teaches Xiao Hung the take-home point: *WE ARE GOD’S CHURCH – We pray for each other. The presenter says the first part and Xiao Hung responds with the second part. After the presenter practices it with Xioa Hung several times, he teaches it to the kids.

Bible Event: Imagination Theater
Imagination Theater is audience participation drama where the Bible event is told in creative fashion using children as actors. The Imagination Box contains the Bible and other special props used for the drama. Begin by removing the Bible and explain that it is God’s word. Briefly summarize the story, and then remove an imaginary hat and place it on your head. This is your Imagination Hat. Invite the children to put on theirs as well. They will also use their imaginations to picture the events the Bible tells us about. Some will even use their imaginations to help act out these events. Distribute props to actors as they are called forward at the beginning of the presentation. Have them sit to the side until they are called on stage. 

· Ask for a boy volunteer to be Peter and give him a headpiece.

· Invite another boy to be King Herod and give him a crown.

· Invite another girl to be Rhoda and give her a headpiece.

· Choose three children to be King Herod’s guards and give them swords or helmets.

· Additional props include a jail of black crepe paper suspended from the ceiling, a throne (chair covered with a brightly colored blanket), and a partition or divider to act as a door. 

Presenter begins:

Introduce Peter and Herod

Put on your hats and let’s imagine what really happened in the Bible. After Jesus’ time here, He promised He would always be with His followers and help them no matter what. His best friend was Peter.  Bring Peter onto the stage. Peter loved to tell people about Jesus. He told them that Jesus died on the cross so we could be freed from our sin – the bad things that we do which keep us away from God. Instead, we could be friends with God forever. But, there was a wicked King named Herod. Lead Peter to stage right and bring out the throne. Ask Herod to come sit in the throne. 

Herod captures Peter

Herod knew that there were lots of important religious leaders who didn’t like Jesus or his followers. Herod decided he wanted to please those evil people. So wicked King Herod said, “I’ll show those people just how mean I can be! I’ll capture Jesus’ followers and have them put to death!” So he had some put to death and then he captured Peter. His guards found Peter and drug him away! Have the guards surround Peter and lead him to the jail. Remove the throne and lead King Herod off stage. 
Guards lock Peter in prison

The guards took Peter to jail and kept him surrounded at all times by sixteen guards! Wicked King Herod knew how important Peter was to Jesus’ followers and did not want him to escape. Can you count to sixteen? Count to sixteen aloud with the children. While this was happening, Jesus’ followers knew how important it was to pray. I see all the believers out there right now. Why don’t you pray to keep Peter safe? Coach children to fold hands and to keep them folded for the rest of the story. The whole time that Peter was in jail, Jesus’ followers got together and prayed and prayed and prayed that God would somehow rescue Peter.

Angel frees Peter

Then, late one night, while Peter was in jail and the guards were all around him, an angel came! Presenter acts as the angel. The angel entered the jail and said to Peter, “Get up! Put on your coat and grab your sandals. We are leaving!” The chains fell right off Peter’s hands and they walked right through the jail gate! It was a miracle! They walked right out of the jail and past all of the guards and down the street. As they walked down the street, Peter looked up, but suddenly the angel was gone. Peter was alone. Peter said to himself, “Now I know God has taken care of me. He sent an angel to get me out of prison. At first I thought it was a dream, but now I know it’s true.” Then he ran to the house where all of Jesus’ followers were gathered to pray for him.

Peter knocks and Rhoda answers

As he got closer to the house, Peter said, “Oh, I wonder if all my friends are at our meeting house?” Many people were there praying. Move partition on stage so children can see Peter on one side and Rhoda on the other as they ‘act’ out the scene. Peter knocked on the door. Rhoda the servant girl came to answer the door. But before she even opened the door, she heard Peter’s voice and knew it was him! She ran back to the believers who were praying and said, “It’s Peter! It’s Peter at the door!” They said, “You’re crazy! Peter’s in jail.” But Rhoda knew it was really him. She said, “No, it’s really Peter!” They didn’t know whether to believe her or not, but they did hear knocking at the door. So they ran to the door and answered it.

God answers prayer

And guess who was there? Peter! He came in and everybody stood and clapped. Have children stand and clap. They knew that God had heard their prayers and Peter had been rescued from jail. All of the believers were in awe. They were amazed at how wonderful God is. He answers their prayers. Remember: WE ARE GOD’S CHURCH – We pray for each other.

Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following points and questions:

Who had Peter arrested and put in jail? (King Herod.)
Who came into the jail and helped Peter escape? (An angel.)
What did Jesus’ followers do to help while Peter was in jail? (Prayed to God.)

What things can you pray about for God to help you with? (Family, school, friends, etc.)

Activity 1: “Praying Hands” Craft

Supplies needed:  one reproducible per child; three strips of black sugar paper per child; 
tape; crayons or markers

To make the Praying Hands craft:

1. Copy template onto manila card.

2. Allow children to color the praying hands.

3. With glue, attach lengths of black streamers at the top of the page to resemble jail bars laying over the hands.

4. Attach the streamers only at the top, so they may be lifted and folded over the top of the page to show that the power of prayer can overcome anything.

Practice the take-home point: *WE ARE GOD’S CHURCH – We pray for each other.
Activity 2: “Praying Hands” Snack

Supplies needed:  cut two oval shape bread per child; kaya or jam; serviettes; cups;
water or juice
Instructions:

1. Spread one oval shape bread with kaya.

2. Place a second oval cracker over the filling to create a sandwich.

3. Eat!

To discuss:

1. The sandwich reminds us of praying hands. What things do we pray to God about?

Practice the take-home point: *WE ARE GOD’S CHURCH – We pray for each other.
Activity 3: “Guard and Angel” Game

Supplies needed:  no supplies needed
To play:
Play a version of London Bridges. Before the game begins, designate one person making the “bridge” as a guard and the other person as an angel. The other children don’t know which is which. Start normally, with a line of children passing through the two children forming a “bridge” with their arms. When the song ends and the “bridge” captures a child, that child must choose which person to stand behind. After several children are behind each person, reveal who is the guard and who is the angel. Those who chose to stand behind the angel get to re-enter the game. Those who chose the guard must sit out one turn. Allow several children the chance to be the angel and guard.

Activity 4: “Tell It To The Child”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed:  a baby doll
Memory Verse:  Gal. 4:7 ~ “…You are God’s child, and God will give you what He promised, because you are His child.”
Memory Verse Learning:

Sit the children in a circle. Bring out the doll and say that this baby doll will reminds us that we are a child of God. Each person is going to take turn holding the doll, tell the “child” a phrase and then pass the “child” for the next person to speak to it.

1st Round
“You are God’s child”


2nd Round
“and God will give you”


3rd  Round
“what He promised”


4th Round
“because you are His child”


5th Round
Galatians 4:7

Prayer Time: 

Ask Jesus to help all members of God’s family be safe and to love and help each other.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time, he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Xiao Er’s confused responses:

Activity 1: 

“Birds can fly right out of jail.”

Activity 2:

“We pray for extra crackers.”

Activity 3:
Sing, “Angels and guards are falling down, falling down,  falling down…”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

LESSON 54

Large Group Opening:

· Xiao Hung puppet

· fake handcuffs

· headpieces for Peter and Rhoda

· crown for Herod

· chair covered with a brightly colored blanket

· three guard’s helmets or swords

· black crepe paper jail

· partition or divider

Small Group Application

Activity 1:

· one reproducible per child

· three strips of black sugar paper per child

· tape

· crayons or markers

Activity 2:
· cut two oval shape bread per child
· kaya or jam
· serviettes
· cups
· water or juice
Activity 3:

· no supplies needed
Avtivity 4:

· a baby doll
Large Group Closing:

· Xiao Er puppet

· sample materials from small group activities

Optional Music for the Lesson:

· Choose 2 or 3 songs and list them here
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