[image: image5.jpg]


[image: image6.png]



[image: image7.jpg]



Take Home Point: *JESUS IS THE WAY—I belong to God’s family.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).
Bible Event: John 14:5-7

Jesus Link: When I believe in what Jesus did for me, I’m a part of His family.
We will help children know:

· Jesus said He is the way to heaven.

· When kids do what Jesus says, they are following His path.

· When they trust Jesus, they are part of God’s family.

We will help the children feel:

· Confident in their ability to trust Jesus and follow His path.

· Excited to be on a journey with Jesus. 

· Thankful that they are part of God’s family.

We will help the children do:
· Learn that Jesus cuts a hole in the wall of sin.

· Use cheese and crackers to make and eat “Jesus’ path.”

· Play the game, “Stay on the Way,” as an active reminder of how to stay on Jesus’ path for us.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening

[image: image1.png]



	3

3
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Xiao Hung puppet

· newsprint or mahjong paper

· tape, marker, scissors

· dollhouse or castle covered in foil

· stool

· yarn

	Small Group Application

[image: image2.jpg]



	6

6

6

7
7

	Activity 1: “Jesus’ Path” Craft

Activity 2: “Follow Jesus’ Path” Snack

Activity 3: ”Stay on the Way” Game

Activity 4:  “Tell It to Yourself”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· one reproducible on manila card per child

· glue 

· fine-grain sand

· crayons and markers

Activity 2:
· plates
· squeeze cheese
· crackers
Activity 3:

· masking tape

· chairs, table

· blanket

· hula hoops

Activity 4

· same obstacle course as activity 3

	Large Group Wrap-up
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	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er Puppet


Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s Word as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed: Xiao Hung puppet; newsprint or mahjong paper; tape, marker, scissors; dollhouse or castle covered in foil; stool; yarn

Puppet Presentation:

Xiao Hung comes on stage upset by something that happened before church this morning. He thinks maybe he’ll feel better if he tells the presenter about it. The presenter is all ears. Xiao Hung had a little extra time before church this morning, so he went to the park by his house for a few minutes, but on his way home, he got lost. He usually knows the way; he has a certain path he takes and stays on the sidewalk. But today, he saw a dog and ran off to chase it and before he knew it, he was off the path and didn’t know where his house was. He was very scared. The presenter wants to know how Xiao Hung got home. Xiao Hung explains that his dad had actually been watching him at the park and saw him run after the dog. His dad knew where his was the whole time and helped him find the right way to get back home. Xiao Hung was really only lost for a few minutes, but it was still very scary.

The presenter tells Xiao Hung that it sounds like it was very scary to be lost and not know where the right path was. He is very glad that Xiao Hung’s dad was there and that Xiao Hung made it home safely. The presenter also thinks that Xiao Hung’s story sounds kind of like what the kids are going to learn about in Sunday school today. The presenter explains that Jesus has a special path for each of us to follow to get to heaven, but when we sin, we get lost from that path too. Jesus is always there to help lead us back onto the right path, though.

The presenter teaches Xiao Hung the take-home point: *JESUS IS THE WAY – I belong to God’s family. The presenter says the first line and Xiao Hung responds with the second line. After practicing it with Xiao Hung a few times, the presenter practices it with the children.

Bible Event: Illustrating a Concept
Using objects or props, a concept is illustrated that presents to the children a vivid image of God’s truth.

· Construct a newsprint or mahjong paper wall four feet high and six to eight feet long (or the length of the stage). If desired, draw bricks or stones on the paper to give it the appearance of a wall. Suspend the wall across the stage however possible; for example: connected to dividers or chairs, suspended from rope or string, hung from a broomstick, etc.

· Cover a dollhouse or castle with foil to represent heaven. Place it on a stool behind the wall, high enough that the children can easily see it above the wall.

· Have 15 feet of yarn cut to be the “path”’ that the children will follow.

· Have scissors ready to cut a cross-shaped hole in the paper, starting at the bottom of the wall.

The presenter begins:
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One time, Jesus called His friends to Him and explained that after He died on the cross, He would go to heaven and live there. He would also be with us, in our hearts, even though we wouldn’t be able to see Him. But someday, when we’re in heaven, we will get to see Jesus face to face. His disciples wanted to make sure that they would get to see Him in heaven. So they asked Jesus a question. They said, “Jesus, what is the way that we can get to heaven?” Jesus talked about a path to get there. Let’s talk about a path and heaven today.

(Point to the “heavenly home” on the stool.) Let’s use our imaginations and imagine that this special house is heaven. It’s a perfect place, everyone is happy and people get to see God face-to-face. It’s the most wonderful sight you’ll ever get to see. And Jesus lives right here too. Everyone is amazed at how much Jesus gave us when He gave His life for us. This is where we want to end up. Let’s see if our path will get us there. I need a helper to come up here and walk on the path. 

Take a volunteer and start the yarn at the edge of where the children are seated and lead it up onto stage and up to the wall. Allow the child to follow it up to the wall.

Now, if we’re trying to get to heaven, we’ve got to get past this wall. What could this wall be all about? It’s blocking our path. Thank volunteer and have him sit down. This is the wall of sin. Who can tell me what sin is? Take answers. Sin is when we do things that God doesn’t want us to do. Everybody has done that. Everyone has sinned. And because of that, there is a wall between God and us. While we still have our sins, we can’t go live with Him in heaven. Our path gets blocked. 

Let’s look at our path again. Can we go under this wall? No. Can we go over it? No. Can we go around it? No. How can we get past this wall and follow the path to our heavenly home?

Jesus is the answer. Jesus said, “I am the way.” 

Starting at the bottom edge, cut a cross-shaped hole or “tunnel” through the “wall of sin” large enough for children to squeeze through. Then continue the yarn “path” through the cross hole and up to “‘heaven” on the stool.

Jesus cut a hole in the wall of sin by taking all of our sins and putting them on Himself. He took the punishment for all of the wrong things we have ever done when He died on the cross. Because of that, Jesus says to us “I am the way, the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except by Me.” So now we get to walk on this path. It’s our way of trusting Jesus as our Savior and for forgiving our sins. Then we can be together with God forever. How many of you would like to walk on Jesus’ path today? 

Have children follow the path, single-file, through the cross in the wall of sin and up to the heaven stool, then return to their seats.

We should want to follow Jesus’ ways everyday. And especially we should remember that He gave His life for us so that our sins would be forgiven. That way, we can be with God someday face to face in heaven. Remember: *JESUS IS THE WAY – I belong to God’s family. 

Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

Do you have a “wall of sin” in your life? (Yes, we all do. We all sin.)
What did Jesus do to the “wall of sin”? (Cut a hole right through it by giving His life on the cross.)

What do you say to Jesus when you want Him to be in your life? (Just tell Him you realize you’ve done wrong, that you know He made a way to heaven and that you believe in Him. He will be there to guide you every day. That’s like having Him help you follow along a path to heaven.)

How many ways are there to get to heaven? Lots? A few? Or just one? (Only one way – Jesus is the way.)

Activity 1: “Jesus’ Path” Craft

Supplies needed:  one reproducible on manila card per child; glue; fine-grain sand; crayons and markers
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Instructions:

1. Copy the reproducible onto manila card.

2. Cover the path and cross outline with a thin layer of glue.

3. Sprinkle fine-grain sand over the glue to create the path. Shake off excess.

4. Decorate or color the rest of the page as desired.

To discuss:

1. Read the take-home point on the page to the children.

2. Review the Bible Event.

3. Invite the children to thank Jesus for breaking through the wall of sin for us.
Practice the take-home point: *JESUS IS THE WAY – I belong to God’s family.

Activity 2: “Follow Jesus’ Path” Snack

Supplies needed:  plates; squeeze cheese; crackers
Instructions:

1.  Give each child a plate and put a bowl of pillow biscuits in the middle of the group.

2. Allow each child to arrange a curvy “path” across the plate with the pillow biscuits. 

3. Then have each child also arrange a small cross out of pillow biscuits somewhere on the plate.

4.  Eat!

To discuss:

1. Remind children that both the cross and the path remind us of what Jesus has done for us: cutting the hole in the “wall of sin” by dying on the cross, so that we can go to heaven.

Practice the take-home point: *JESUS IS THE WAY – I belong to God’s family.

Activity 3: “Stay on the Way” Game

Supplies needed:  masking tape; chairs, table; blanket; hula hoops
Create an outline of a cross on the floor with masking tape. The cross should be six feet across, ten feet tall, and three feet wide on all arms. Create an obstacle course along the outline of the cross. For example, place chairs along the masking tape for children to crawl over, a blanket for children to crawl under, hula hoops to hop through, cardboard boxes to hop over, etc. Challenge the children to complete the obstacle course while always keeping a foot or hand on the masking tape line.. 

Once all children have completed the course once (or more, if time allows), remove the obstacles so they can see the cross outline unobstructed. Discuss that we may have obstacles in our life, like sin, that make it hard to stay on Jesus’ path. But if we remember the cross, we remember the power of Jesus’ love. He will forgive us of our mistakes and help us stay on the path as we go.

Activity 4: “Tell It to Yourself”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed:  same obstacle course of activity 3
Memory Verse:  Gal. 4:7 ~ “…You are God’s child, and God will give you what He promised, because you are His child.”

Memory Verse Learning:

Each child can have the opportunity to go through the obstacle course again but he/she must recite Galatians aloud first. For those who cannot recite, just have him/her repeat the verse after the shepherd. The aim is to have each child recite the verse aloud to himself/herself.
Prayer Time: 

Thank Jesus for dying on the cross and cutting a hole in the “wall of sin” so that we will get to see Him in heaven someday.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time, he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Xiao Er’s confused reponses:

Activity 1: 

“That’s one dusty, sandy path.”

Activity 2: 

“I belong to Big Bird’s Club for Big Birds.”

Activity 3: 

“Jesus cuts holes in walls.”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Lesson 56

Large Group Opening:

· Xiao Hung puppet

· newsprint or mahjong paper

· tape, marker, scissors

· dollhouse or castle covered in foil

· stool

· yarn

Small Group Application

Activity 1:

· one reproducible on manila card per child

· glue 

· fine-grain sand

· crayons and markers

Activity 2:
· plates
· squeeze cheese
· crackers
Activity 3:

· masking tape

· chairs, table

· blanket
· hula hoops 
Activity 4
· same obstacle course as activity 3
Large Group Closing:

· Xiao Er puppet

· sample materials from small group activities

Optional Music for the Lesson:

· Choose 2 or 3 songs and list them here
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Jesus is the Way
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