
Introduction to the Series 
 

“God’s Top Ten” 
The Ten Commandments 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

The importance of this topic: 
By the time a child graduates from sixth grade in your children’s ministry, what are the essential 
topics you want to be assured that the child has learned or, at least, been exposed to? 
 
 Obviously, one of the most important is the knowledge of salvation, grasping the person and 
work of Jesus. What other topics would you want to include in the spiritual formation of your 
children? At the top of the list needs to be a clear picture of what the Christian life looks like. 
This is given to us in the Ten Commandments.  
 
In its short form, Jesus summarized the law as loving God and loving people. More specifically, 
the Bible gives us Ten Commandments that describe our Christian life. Children are capable of 
learning, even memorizing these Ten Commandments. In this series, the kids will be able to 
recite the content of all Ten Commandments. 
 
There’s a difference in numbering the Ten Commandments: 
Denominations number the Ten Commandments differently. There are more than ten imperative 
statements in the reading of the Ten Commandments. If you were to check Exodus 20:1-17 and 
Deuteronomy 5:6-21, you would find fourteen imperatives. Some of these are easily grouped 
together such as “Remember the Sabbath Day… sixth day you shall labor…on the Sabbath, 
you shall not do any work…” (NIV). Other groupings, however, are not as obvious. Which are 
the Ten Commandments and for that matter, how do we even know there are ten? 
 
We arrive at the conclusion that there are ten commandments because in passages like Exodus 
34:28 it refers to Moses having received ten.  These verses don’t actually say there are ten 
commandments, rather they refer to ten WORDS. The Hebrew is eser dabar, which means – 
ten words. In English, it is often translated as “the Ten Commandments.” Exodus 34:28 reads in 
the NIV: “And he wrote on the tablets the words of the covenant—the Ten Commandments.” 
God’s Word translates Deuteronomy 4:13 as: “The Lord told you about the terms of his promise, 
the Ten Commandments, which he commanded you to do. Then he wrote them on two stone 
tablets.” Since these passages refer to the ten words and not ten commandments, this opens 
the possibility that not all of the “words” are imperative statements. By Jewish reckoning, for 
example, the first commandment isn’t a commandment at all. It is the first sentence of the 
covenant… “I am the LORD your God…” 
 
What are the different arrangements of the Ten Commandments? 
Given the different possibilities for arranging the Ten Commandments, three major groupings or 
numberings have emerged. These are: 

1. The Jewish interpretation. 
2. The interpretation based on Augustine is used by the Roman Catholics and Lutherans.
3. The most popular, the Orthodox system of order is used by the Greek Orthodox Church 

and later adopted by most protestant denominations.  
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The following chart lists these out accordingly: 
 

Comparing Numbering Systems 
 

Commandment 
Number 

Jewish 
System 

Augustinian System 
(Catholics & Lutherans) 

Orthodox System 
(Greek Orthodox and 
most Protestant Churches) 

Introduction 

And God spoke all 
these words, saying, 

And God spoke all 
these words, saying, 
“I am the LORD your 
God.” 

And God spoke all 
these words, saying “I 
am the LORD your 
God.” 

1st 

“I am the LORD your 
God.” 

“You shall have no 
other gods before me. 
You shall not make 
for yourself a graven 
image.” 

“You shall have no 
other gods before me.” 

2nd 

“You shall have no 
other gods before me. 
You shall not make for 
yourself a graven 
image.” 

“You shall not take 
the name of the 
LORD your God in 
vain.” 

“You shall not make 
for yourself a graven 
image.” 

3rd 
“You shall not take the 
name of the LORD 
your God in vain.” 

“Remember the 
Sabbath day, to keep 
it holy.” 

“You shall not take the 
name of the LORD 
your God in vain.” 

4th 
“Remember the 
Sabbath day, to keep it 
holy.” 

“Honor your father 
and your mother.” 

“Remember the 
Sabbath day, to keep it 
holy.” 

5th “Honor your father and 
your mother.” 

“You shall not kill.” “Honor your father and 
your mother.” 

6th “You shall not kill.” “You shall not 
commit adultery.” 

“You shall not kill.” 

7th “You shall not commit 
adultery.” 

“You shall not steal.” “You shall not commit 
adultery.” 

8th 
“You shall not steal.” “You shall not bear 

false witness against 
your neighbor.” 

“You shall not steal.” 

9th 
“You shall not bear 
false witness against 
your neighbor.” 

“You shall not covet 
your neighbor’s 
wife.” 

“You shall not bear 
false witness against 
your neighbor.” 

10th 

“You shall not covet 
your neighbor’s wife; 
and you shall not desire 
anything that is your 
neighbor’s.” 

“You shall not desire 
anything that is your 
neighbor’s.” 

“You shall not covet 
your neighbor’s wife or 
you shall not desire 
anything that is your 
neighbor’s.” 
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How will you teach your Ten Commandments? 
We suggest that you follow the numbering tradition of your denomination. Note, as well, 
that there are good reasons why they may be numbered in different ways. Please be 
slow to criticize other numbering systems. Regardless of how they are numbered, the 
same material is learned in all of them. However, it is important that the kids can recite 
the Ten Commandments and they need to learn some ordered system in doing this.  
 
This curriculum attaches two appendices so that either numbering system might be 
passed out and learned.  Each listing includes a series of images which when 
memorized will help students learn the Ten Commandments in order. This is a learning 
game that will be practiced throughout the series.  
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Appendix A 

 
 

The Ten Commandments – Augustinian Numbering 
(Used by Roman Catholics and Lutherans) 

 
 

Number  Commandment For the memory 
 game, picture… 

1st 
“You shall have no other gods before 
me. You shall not make for yourself a 

graven image.” 

…a big, fat, stone idol. Out of 
it’s mouth flows the … 

2nd 
“You shall not take the name of the 

LORD your God in vain.” 
large block letters, N-A-M-E. 
They  float down and land on 
a long,  wooden church pew.  

3rd “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 
holy.” 

The church pew begins to 
move.  

4th “Honor your father and your mother.” It’s being pulled by your 
parents! Where is it going? 

5th “You shall not kill.” They are pulling it across a 
very large knife! 

6th “You shall not commit adultery.” The knife falls and stabs 
through a Playboy magazine. 

7th “You shall not steal.” The magazine is now grabbed 
by a huge fist. Then… 

8th “You shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbor.” 

two very red ears come out of 
each side of the fist . 

9th 
“You shall not covet your neighbor’s 

wife.” 
Pop, one arm comes out and 
reaches for a lady driving a 

sports car, then, pop… 

10th “You shall not desire anything that is 
your neighbor’s.” 

the other arm reaches for her 
house. 

 
Narration 

 
For the memory game, picture a big, fat, stone idol. Out of it’s mouth flows huge block 
letters... N-A-M-E . They spell name. The letters float down and land on a long, wooden 
church pew. The church pew begins to move! It’s being pulled by your parents! Where 
is it going? They’re pulling it across a very large knife. The knife falls and stabs through 
a Playboy magazine. The magazine is grabbed by a huge fist. Then, two very red ears 
come out of each side of the fist. POP! One arm comes out and reaches for a lady 
driving a sports car, then, POP, the other arm comes out and reaches for her house. 
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Appendix B 

 
 

The Ten Commandments – Orthodox Numbering 
 (Used by Greek Orthodox and most Protestant churches) 

 
 

Number or 
Word Commandment For the memory  

game, picture… 
1st “You shall have no other gods before 

me.” 
…a big, fat, stone idol. 

Someone is… 

2nd “You shall not make for yourself a 
graven image.” 

…hitting the idol with a 
chisel. 

3rd 
“You shall not take the name of the 

LORD your God in vain.” 
Some large block letters, N-A-

M-E, float out of the idol’s 
mouth… 

4th 
“Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it 

holy.” 
and land on a long,  

wooden church  
pew. What is happening?  

5th “Honor your father and your mother.” It is being pulled  
by your parents! 

6th “You shall not kill.” They are pulling it across a 
very large knife. 

7th “You shall not commit adultery.” The knife falls and stabs 
through a Playboy magazine. 

8th “You shall not steal.” The magazine is grabbed by a 
huge fist! Then, pop… 

9th “You shall not bear false witness 
against your neighbor.” 

two very red ears come out of 
the big fist. And… 

10th 
“You shall not covet your neighbor’s 
wife or you shall not desire anything 

that is your neighbor’s.” 

out of the ear comes an arm 
that reaches for a lady in her 

house. 
 

Narration 
 

For the memory game, picture a big, fat, stone idol. Someone is using a hammer and 
chiseling pieces out of the idol. Out of the idol’s mouth flows huge block letters... N-A-M-E. 
They spell name. The letters float down and land on a long, wooden church pew. The 
church pew begins to move! Your parents are pulling it! Where is it going? They’re pulling it 
across a very large knife. The knife falls and stabs through a Playboy magazine. The 
magazine is grabbed by a huge fist. Then, two very red ears come out of each side of the 
fist. Then, all of a sudden, one arm comes out of the ear and reaches for a lady in her 
house. 
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