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Take Home Point: *GOD IS POWERFUL – God’s power saves.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson.

Bible Event: Esther 2:2-17, 3:1-6, 4:8-5:8, 7-9, 9:20-23
Jesus Link: God saves us through Jesus.
We will help children know:

· God used Esther to save the Jews.

· God used Jesus to save us.

· We can share God’s love with others.

We will help the children feel:
· Delighted by God’s power.

· Reassured that God’s salvation is for them too.

· A desire to respond to God’s love by reaching out to others.

We will help the children do:
· Play a tug-of-war game to be reminded of God’s power to save.

· Make a colorful cross as a reminder that God uses His power to save us, too.

· Make and share a gift snack as a response to God’s love.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	3

3-4
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Xiao Hung and Ting Ting puppets

· A round-ring float

· goggles

· bag of crepe paper cut into strips
· Esther big book from Group Publishing

	Small Group Application
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5

5

6


	Activity 1: “Celebration Cross”

Activity 2:  “Gift Snack”

Activity 3:  “Tug-of-War”

Activity 4: “Fishing the Crown”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:

· Crepe paper, or confetti 

· two ice-cream sticks per child or carton box strips(hot glued into crosses before class)

· glue 

Activity 2:
· plastic bags (one per child)

· 3-4 types of biscuits 
· 12-inch piece of ribbon per child

Activity 3:

· long, thick rope 
· masking tape

Activity 4:

· white board

·  marker

·  crowns with individual word from the memory verse

·  Magnet

·  fishing rod

·  paper clips
· hula hoop or masking tape

	Large Group Wrap-up
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7
	Lesson Review with Puppet Skit 

Singing (Optional)
	· Xiao Er puppet

· sample activities from today’s lesson

· choose two or three songs from your church music library


Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. 

Choose two to three songs. 

Large Group Opening: (15 minutes)
[image: image7.jpg]


Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s Word as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed:  Xiao Hung and Ting Ting puppets; a round-ring float; goggles; bag of crepe paper cut into strips; Esther big book from Group Publishing

Puppet Presentation:
1. Xiao Hung and Ting Ting come out.

2. Xiao Hung is wearing goggles and is excited because they are going swimming. Ting Ting is carrying a lifesaver ring.

3. The leader is perplexed because he thought Xiao Hung was afraid of water. 

4. Xiao Hung tells the leader that he’s not afraid anymore because Ting Ting has a float and she will be his lifesaver.

5. The leader is reminded of today’s story.

In today’s story, there is a beautiful lady. She’s a queen. Queen Esther. She saved her people from an evil man named Haman. But really, she didn’t do it by herself. She had a lifesaver—God. God is also our lifesaver. He sent Jesus to save us from sin, the naughty things people do. (Teach the take home point.) *GOD IS POWERFUL – God’s power saves.
Bible Event: 

Introduce the story by saying:

Who likes a party? I just love parties! In fact, I love parties so much that I brought a party in a bag with me today!

Pull out the bag of crepe paper or the can of silly string. Scatter crepe paper over the children. As you do so, encourage the children to cheer, using phrases such as “Hooray!” “Yippee!” and “Whoo-hoo!”

After scattering the crepe paper, ask:

Do you think parties are fun? I do, too. Today we’re going to hear a story about a group of people who had a really good reason to party. An evil man named Haman wanted to kill all the Jews, but God used the good Queen Esther to save them. The people were so happy, they threw a giant party to praise God and celebrate that God saved them. Our take home point for today is: *GOD IS POWERFUL – God’s power saves!
Read the big book Esther. At the end of each page, have the children do an action. Use the following actions: 

Page 1: 
Girls act like beautiful Esther, fluffing their hair. Boys cheer “Yea!” and bow.

Page 2: 
Shake a finger like Haman.

Page 3: 
Pretend to “write” a message to Esther on hand.

Page 4-5:
 After the word “pray,” fold your hands. 

After the word “scepter,” hold out your hands as if you are extending a scepter.

Page 6-7: 
After the words, “What can I do for you?,” shrug your shoulders.


      
At the end of the verse, scowl and pretend to point at Haman.

Page 8: 
Jump up and down in joyous celebration.

After the story explain to the children that the Jews could celebrate because *GOD IS POWERFUL – God’s power saves. End by having the children take off the crepe paper themselves and then say a brief prayer.

Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

Discuss the following questions during the small group application time.

What bad thing was going to happen to the Jews? (Haman was going to have them all killed.)

How did God save them? (He used Queen Esther to tell the king about Haman’s plan, and the king stopped Haman from killing the Jews.)

How can God save us? (Answers will vary, but can include such ideas as: keeping us safe in a car accident, protecting us from a bad storm, and keeping a mean dog from biting us. If the children have a difficult time thinking of ways God protects us, the shepherd may provide some ideas.)

Explain to the children the most important way God saves us is through Jesus. We all do bad things called sins and should be punished for them, but Jesus died for us on a cross and, after three days, He came alive again. Someday, we will see Jesus in heaven and have a giant party praising God for saving us.
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Activity 1: “Celebration Cross” Craft
Supplies needed: Crepe paper, or confetti; two ice-cream sticks or carton box strips per child (hot glued into crosses before class); glue

Have the children glue two ice-cream sticks together to form a cross. If you need to save time, put them together for the children before class. Decorate the ice-cream sticks with confetti. Explain that just as the Jews celebrated that God saved them, we can celebrate that Jesus saves us. We do bad things called sin, but Jesus died on the cross to be punished for our sins. Now our sins are gone and we are happy and we can celebrate. Review the take home point. *GOD IS POWERFUL – God’s power saves.

Activity 2: “Gift” Snack
Supplies needed: 3-4 types of biscuits; plastic bags; ribbon.
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Explain to the children that to this day the Jews celebrate a special holiday called Purim. This is when they remember that God saved their people from Haman. This is a happy time, so they give away gifts of food to share God’s love and their joy with others. We, too, are happy that Jesus saved us. We, too, can share our joy and Jesus’ love with others.

Have the children open up their plastic bags and put one spoon of each snack into the plastic bags. Gather the opening of the plastic bag and tie the ribbon around it. (Some of the children may need help tying the ribbon.) When they are finished, have the children give away their snacks as a gift by passing them to the child to their right. (Many children this age do not yet know left from right, so they will need guidance passing the snack.) Let the children open up their “gifts” and eat. Remind them of today’s take home point: *GOD IS POWERFUL – God’s power saves.

Activity 3: “Tug-of-War” Game
Supplies needed:  long, thick rope; masking tape

**Hint: The rope should be long enough for all the children to hold onto while playing tug-of-war. Use a thick rope that will not break easily for protection against rope burn.

Divide the children into two evenly matched teams. Put a strip of masking tape on the floor. The children will play tug-of-war, in which they will try to pull the other team over the line. After of few minutes of tugging, have the children stop. Go over to one team and help them tug. Suddenly your team will be stronger and the other team will protest. Play the game again, but this time, help the second team. 

When you are done, explain that just as you came on one tug-of-war team and helped to make them strong, the Jews weren’t strong enough to beat Haman’s evil plan until God came on their side and helped them. In the same way, we sometimes have troubles that we can’t win on our own. But, we can ask God to help us because: *GOD IS POWERFUL – God’s power saves.
Activity 4: “Fishing the crown”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: white board; marker; crowns with individual word from the memory verse; fishing rod with magnet attached to the fishing line; paper clips; hula hoop or masking tape.
Memory Verse:  Psalm 54:1 ~ God, save me because of who You are.
Memory Verse Learning:
Recite the memory verse a few times with the children. Then divide the children into two groups. Spread the memory verse crown card on the floor within a boundary (hula hoop or masking tape floor). Get the children from each team to fish out as many crowns as possible using the fishing rod. The team with the most crown wins. Then all the children come together to arrange the memory verse together and recite one last time before prayer time.

Prayer Time: 

Pray, thanking God for saving you from sin, and have the children ask God to help them with their problems. End with the Lord’s Prayer.


Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera like voice.
Supplies needed:  Xiao Er puppet; sample activities from today’s lesson; choose two or three songs from your church music library
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Presenter shows Xiao Er a craft made in Activity 1. Then the kids attempt to teach Xiao Er the take home point.

Presenter says to kids:


“God is powerful…”

Kids say:  




“God’s power saves.”

Presenter says to Xiao Er:

“God is powerful…”
Xiao Er says: 



“Don’t eat the glue.”
Presenter shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao Er the take home point.  Continue in this manner with Presenter showing example of each activity.  Here are Xiao Er’s responses:

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 2 sample: 
“You should not stick raisins in your ears!”

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 3 sample:  “Wanna play Tug-Of-War? My cousin Big Bird looooves to play!” (giggles)

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 4 sample:  “God is so powerful that He can save me!”
Presenter says: 

“Xiao Er, listen one last time.

God is powerful…”

Kids response: 

“God’s power saves.”

Presenter says to Xiao Er:  

“God is powerful…”

Xiao Er’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice) “GOD IS POWERFUL – GOD’S POWER SAVES.”
Presenter says to Xiao Er: 

Good job, Xiao Er! 

Xiao Er can leave stage or join in the prayer and song.

Presenter: 
We want to welcome all our guests today and thank them for coming.

(If you give guests a gift for coming, do it now.)

Supplies:

Quantity (()

Large Group Opening:

· Xiao Hung and Ting Ting puppets

· A round-ring float

· goggles

· bag of crepe paper cut into strips

· Esther big book from Group Publishing 
Small Group Application:
Activity 1:

· Crepe paper, confetti or silly string

· two ice-cream sticks per child or carton box strips(hot glued into crosses before class)

· glue 

Activity 2:
· plastic bags (one per child)
· 3-4 types of biscuits from “pasar malam
· 12-inch piece of ribbon per child

Activity 3:

· long, thick rope which can be purchased from the needle-work shop (long enough for all the children in a group to hold onto while playing tug-of-war, thick enough to not break easily and to protect against rope burn.)

· masking tape


Activity 4:
· white board 

· marker
· crowns with individual word from the memory 
verse (attach one paper clip to each crown)

·  fishing rod with magnet attached to the fishing line
·  hula hoop or masking tape.

Large Group Wrap-Up:

· Xiao Er puppet

· sample activities from today’s lesson

· choose two or three songs from your church music library
�
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God Uses Esther to Save the Jews
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 ***CAUTION: Be aware of food allergies children may have, before you give them anything to eat.





Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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