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Take Home Point: *GOD ALWAYS FORGIVES – Tell God you’re sorry.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson.
Bible Event: Luke 15:11-32
Jesus Link: Because Jesus died for us, God forgives us.  
We will help children know:

· Just like the runaway son’s father forgave him, God our Father always forgives us.

· God wants us to tell Him our sins and ask for forgiveness.

We will help the children feel:

· Secure that God loves them even when they sin.

· Confident they can ask for and receive forgiveness.

· Joyful that God forgives them.

We will help the children do:

· Ask God to forgive their sins.

· Celebrate God’s forgiveness with a special party.

· Practice the story, both at church and at home.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Xiao Hung puppet

· Tupperware
· baseball cap

· television with VCR

· Animated Stories from the New Testament: Prodigal Son (Nest Masters Inc., 1988)

	Small Group Application
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	Activity 1: “Broken Heart” Craft

Activity 2:  “When God Forgives Me” Game

Activity 3:  “Forgiveness Party” Snack

Activity 4: “Musical Chairs”
Prayer Time


	Activity 1:

· carton box heart for each child(see directions in lesson) 

· scissors for each child

· permanent marker

· label printed with the words, “God heals our broken hearts”

Activity 2:

· inflated balloon for each group—on one side of the balloon draw a happy face, on the other side draw a sad face

Activity 3:

· 1 cake per child 

· 1 bowl, serviettes, cup, and spoon per child

· enough ice cream to give each child one small scoop

· several ice cream scoops or metal spoons
· juice or water for each child

Activity 4:

· a cassette or CD player, 
· a music cassette or music CD
· color squares (one colour)
· masking tape
· whiteboard or mahjong paper with Bible verse pre-written
Prayer:

· 1 piece of paper 

· pen or pencil

	Large Group Wrap-up
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	Lesson Review with Puppet Skit 

Singing (Optional)
	· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er Puppet


Note: Because this week’s lesson will take place over Labor Day weekend, the Bible event and activities are formatted for fewer teachers and a larger small group size. For this reason, the Bible event will be a long video and you will choose only one or two small group activities.
Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. 

Choose two to three songs. 

Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s Word, as they experience the Bible event.

Supplies needed:  Xiao Hung puppet; Tupperware; baseball cap; television with VCR;
Animated Stories from the New Testament: Prodigal Son (Nest Masters Inc., 1988)

Puppet Presentation:
Xiao Hung comes out wearing a baseball cap and carrying his suitcase (a lunch box). He doesn’t want to clean his room, so he is going to run away and become a baseball player. Have the presenter ask Xiao Hung several questions to help him realize that running away isn’t a good idea. Suggestions for questions:

Where are you going to live Xiao Hung? Who will read you a story at bedtime and kiss you goodnight? How will you get to the baseball stadium? It’s pretty far away and you can’t drive.

Xiao Hung realizes that running away isn’t such a good idea, but now he’s afraid he will get in trouble for not cleaning his room and trying to run away. Have the leader say:

Xiao Hung, that reminds me of the story we will be learning today. It’s about a son who took his father’s money and ran away to have fun. Later he realized what he did was a sin. That means what he did was wrong. He went home and told his father he was sorry. Do you know what the good news is? His father forgave him! He gave his son a hug and told him the sin was gone. 

Guess what! Because Jesus died for us, God forgives us just like the father forgave His son. I know your parents will forgive you, Xiao Hung, just like God does.

Teach Xiao Hung and the children today’s special words: 

*GOD ALWAYS FORGIVES – tell God you’re sorry.

Bible Event: Video

Test your sound and video system beforehand. Cue the video to precise beginning. For larger groups of children (15 or more), use a large screen TV or imager. Dim the lights before showing. To introduce a video, you might read from a Bible storybook and leave off the ending, inviting them to see what happens by watching the video. Also, you can introduce the video by inviting them to watch for special actions or words.  

Introduce the story by saying:

Let’s watch a video about the runaway son. As we watch, remember our special words: *God always forgives—tell God you’re sorry. Boys and girls, can you help me say today’s special words? I will say the first part, “God always forgives.” You say the second part, “tell God you’re sorry.” *GOD ALWAYS FORGIVES (point to the children) —tell God you’re sorry.

Show the video, The Prodigal Son. 
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Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!
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Review the main points of the Bible event and say:

The son sure got himself into trouble. I’m glad his father forgave him. Today’s Bible event reminds me of our special words. Can you say them with me? *GOD ALWAYS FORGIVES – tell God you’re sorry. When we sin, we also need to tell God we are sorry and He will forgive us. 

Suggest several sins, such as saying something mean to their brother, not cleaning their room or whining for a sweet at the store. Have the children raise their hands if they have ever done any of those sins. Say:   
When we sin we can tell God we are sorry and ask Him to forgive us. Let’s practice our special words to help us remember that. *GOD ALWAYS FORGIVES – tell God you’re sorry.
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Activity 1: “Broken Heart” Craft
Supplies needed:  carton box heart for each child; scissors for each child; permanent marker; label printed with the words, “God heals our broken hearts”

Give each child a prepared red carton box heart* and a pair of scissors. Give the children labels printed with the words, “God heals our broken hearts.” Have the children place the sticker on their cardboard hearts, and then cut their hearts in half to make a simple, two-piece puzzle. (Note: Younger children may need help cutting the cardboard in half. You may even do this step before class.) Use the permanent marker to write their names on each half of their hearts.

As the children work ,say:
When we sin, it makes us sad and it makes God sad. Even though our hearts aren’t really broken, it feels like it. But God forgives us and heals our hearts. The happy news is: *God always forgives—tell God you’re sorry.
Play the “Broken Heart” game with the children. Have all the children place half of their hearts in a paper bag. Shake up the bag and dump the hearts onto the floor.

Let’s pretend we just did something naughty, a sin. What are some sins we can pretend we did? (Let children answer.) When we sin, what do we need to do? (Tell God we’re sorry.) Our sin made us sad. But because we are sorry, God forgives us. Let’s practice our take home point. *GOD ALWAYS FORGIVES – tell God you’re sorry. Now we can be happy! Let’s put our broken hearts back together.

One by one, have the children seek and find the other half of their hearts and put them back together. Play this game several times, as time permits. 

Activity 2: “When God Forgives Me” Game
Supplies needed:  inflated balloon for each group—on one side of the balloon draw a happy face, on the other side draw a sad face

Have the children sit in a circle and tap the balloon into the air. When the teacher says, “Stop,” the children should stop tapping the balloon and let it drift to the floor. The child who is closest to the balloon picks it up and says the following:


When I sin, it makes me sad.


When God forgives me, it makes me glad.

The child shows the group the sad face for the first phrase and the happy face for the second phrase. Then the child gives one example of a sin that God has forgiven. The child then puts the balloon back into play by tapping it into the air. (Remind the children to keep their bottoms on the floor during the game.) 

Play this activity as long as time permits. When finished, say:

This reminds me of our Bible story. Why was the son sad? What made him happy? It also reminds me of our special words for today. Let’s practice them. *GOD ALWAYS FORGIVES – tell God you’re sorry.


Activity 3: “Forgiveness Party” Snack
Supplies needed:  1 cake per child ; 1 bowl, serviettes, cup, and spoon per child; enough ice cream to give each child one small scoop; several ice cream scoops or metal spoons; juice or water for each child

Give each child a piece of cake, and juice for a snack. As the children eat their snack, say:

The father in the story had a party to celebrate his son’s return. In the same way, God our Father celebrates when we are sorry and we can celebrate our joy that God forgives us. *GOD ALWAYS FORGIVES – tell God you’re sorry.
Activity 4: “Musical Chairs”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies: a cassette or CD player, a music cassette or music CD, color squares (one colour); masking tape; whiteboard or mahjong paper with Bible verse pre-written
Memory Verse:  Psalm 47:2 ~ “The Lord is the great King over all the earth!”
Memory Verse Learning:

Before class, tape colored squares under a few chairs.  Arrange the chairs in a circle, each child should have a chair. Pre-write Bible verse on whiteboard or mahjong paper. Recite with the children. Then introduce the game – when music begins, the children should march around the chairs. When the music stops, children sit and look under their chair. The shepherd can choose to ask those with or without the coloured squares to recite first, and then followed by the other group. Go for a second round.
Prayer Time:
Supplies needed:  1 piece of paper; pen or pencil
Have the children name sins they are sorry for and write the sins on the paper. Take turns asking God for forgiveness. When the prayer is finished, review the take home point, tear up the paper, and tell the children that because God forgives their sins, their sins are all gone.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera like voice.
Supplies needed:  samples of small group application projects or materials; Xiao Er puppet

Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Presenter shows Xiao Er a craft made in Activity 1. Then the kids attempt to teach Xiao Er the take home point.

Presenter says to kids:

“God always forgives…”

Kids say:  



“…tell God you’re sorry.”

Presenter says to Xiao Er:
“God always forgives…”

Xiao Er  says: 


“…don’t run with scissors.”
Presenter shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao Er the take home point.  Continue in this manner with Presenter showing example of each activity.  Here are Xiao Er’s responses:

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 2 sample:
 “… even when you are happy, sad, happy, sad, happy.”

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 3 sample:  “… I scream, you scream, we all 
SCREAM for ice cream.”
Presenter says:


“Xiao Er, listen one last time.

God always forgives…”

Kids say:  



“…tell God you’re sorry.”


Presenter says to Xiao Er:
“God always forgives…”

Xiao Er’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice) “GOD ALWAYS FORGIVES—tell god you’re sorry.”
Welcome guests and thank them for attending.
Lesson 1
Large Group Opening:

· Xiao Hung puppet

· Tupperware

· baseball cap

· television with VCR
· Animated Stories from the New Testament: Prodigal Son (Nest Masters Inc., 1988)
Small Group Application:

Activity 1:

· carton box heart for each child* 

· scissors for each child

· labels printed with the words, “God heals our broken hearts” 
· permanent marker

*To make the carton box hearts (prepare beforehand):

1. Use the heart pattern (attached) to cut out the cardboard
2. Paint it red.
Activity 2:

· inflated balloon for each group—on one side of the balloon draw a happy face, on the other side draw a sad face
Activity 3:

· one snack cake per child 

· one bowl, serviettes, cup, and spoon per child

· enough ice cream to give each child one small scoop

· several ice cream scoops or metal spoons
· juice or water for each child
Activity 4:

· a cassette or CD player, 
· a music cassette or music CD
· color squares (one colour)
· masking tape

· whiteboard or mahjong paper with Bible verse pre-written
      Prayer:

· one piece of paper 

· pen or pencil
Large Group Wrap-Up:
· samples of small group application projects or materials

· Xiao Er puppet






Date:     ________________________


Series:  God Is Our King


 Year 1, Lesson 1





The Runaway Son





Split the children in their small groups and have them go to their tables. Because of the long video and for ease on a holiday weekend, there will only be one or two table activities this week.





Choose one or two of the activities today since you have a long video.








God heals our �broken hearts.





God heals our �broken hearts.











Lesson #15, Activity #1, Broken Heart Pattern
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