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Take Home Point: *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – Give Jesus your best.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The presenter will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).
Bible Event: Matthew 2:1-11

Jesus Link: Jesus gave His best, His life, for us.
We will help children know:

· The story of the wise men visiting Jesus.

· That Jesus gave us His best when He died for us on the cross.

· Ways in which they can give Jesus their best.

We will help the children feel:

· Inspired by the story of the wise men visiting Jesus.

· Awe that Jesus gave Himself for them.

· Desire to give themselves back to Jesus.

We will help the children do:
· Listen to a wise man tell of his visit to Bethlehem to worship Jesus.

· Follow an obstacle course to a star and discuss what obstacles we face when we follow Jesus and give Him our best.

· Make and eat a heart snack as a review of the Bible event and a reminder to give Jesus their heart—their love.
THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	3
3
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Ting Ting puppet

· small purse or coin purse 

· video: Animated Story—The King is Born from Nest Entertainment

· TV and VCR

· wise man costume: ornate robe and headpiece, treasure box filled with play gold foil chocolates coins

· small pieces of mosquito coil lit at the beginning of presentation and left offstage 

· two teaspoons of ground cinnamon on a fancy plate (myrrh)

	Small Group Application
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8
	Activity 1: “Three Wise Men” Snack

Activity 2: “The Obstacle Course to Bethlehem” Game

Activity 3: ”Star Magnet” Craft

Activity 4: “Shining Sign”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· heart shaped bread per child

· pink and red icing
· coco powder in salt shaker
· gold decorator’s sugar

· plastic knife and plate
· stick biscuit 
· cups for water or juice

Activity 2:
· equipment for an obstacle course, such as: long “tightrope” or tape, plastic cones, adult chair, hula-hoop, blocks, 2”x4” board, items in stock

· large paper star

· tape

Activity 3:

· star cut from manila card (1 per child) 

· yellow crayons

· shinny stickers
· magnetic strips (small piece for each child)

	Large Group Wrap-up
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	9

9
	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· Xiao Er puppet

· sample materials from small group activities




Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 

[image: image7.jpg]


Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group presenter can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed: Ting Ting puppet; small purse or coin purse ; video: Animated Story—The King is Born from Nest Entertainment; TV and VCR; wise man costume: ornate robe and headpiece, treasure box filled with gold foil chocolates coins; small pieces of mosquito coil lit at the beginning of presentation and left offstage until referred to; couple teaspoons of ground cinnamon on a fancy plate (myrrh)

Puppet Presentation:

Ting Ting comes out crying. She is upset she doesn’t have any money to give to Jesus. She forgot it. The presenter explains that it is important to give money to Jesus as an offering, but it is more important to give Jesus our love. 

The presenter asks Ting Ting if she loves Jesus. Ting Ting responds, “Yes. And I told him so.” The presenter tells Ting Ting that she has already given Him one of the best gifts of all—her love. And because she loves Him, she wants to give Him gifts such as her money for offering. That’s what happens in today's Bible event about the wise men that gave Him gifts. 

The presenter teaches Ting Ting the take home point: *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR—Give Jesus your best. Then the presenter practices the take home point with the children.

Bible Event: A Visit from a Dramatized Character
A costumed adult presents the Bible event by telling it from a first person point of view. Explain to the children that they will meet an actor, someone pretending to be a person in today’s Bible event. Ask the children to put on their Imagination Hats so they can imagine that this really is the person in the Bible event.
“The Wise Men Give Their Best”
Introduce the story by saying:

Today we are going to learn about some wise men and the gift they gave Jesus. We will learn how we can give Jesus our best. This is written in the Bible but we will watch a video. When you watch the video, see if you can find out what the wise men followed to find baby Jesus.

Show the video starting with the star shining above the stable and ending with the wise men bowing to Jesus. Then introduce the character pretending to be a wise man. Everyone needs to put on their Imagination Hats to meet this wise man who lived in a far away country when Jesus was born. 

An actor comes onstage dressed like a wise man and carrying a treasure box filled with treasure. Encourage actor to have children repeat some of his actions. For example:  using their hands to mimic telescope, tossing out chocolate coins, having a volunteer help with the gifts. He says:

Wise Man:
Greetings, strangers! (Wave hand.) You must be some of the children of Bethlehem. I have quite a tale to tell you. It is about baby Jesus and it is true. 

I (point to self) am a wise man. A wise man is someone who can answer hard questions. As a wise man, I have (make a pretend telescope with hands and look upward scanning the “sky”) studied the stars and learned a great deal about them. So, when I saw a new special star in the sky (point upward and get excited), I was excited! That star meant the Savior of the whole world had been born!

In fact, I was so excited that I got together with other wise men. I asked them to take a trip with me so we could travel to where the star was leading and find the new king that was born. We would find out later that He was the Savior of the world.
We loaded our camels (pretend to lift heavy objects onto the back of an imaginary animal) with gold, frankincense, and myrrh. Gold is richer than jewels (open treasure box and pretend to run “gold” through hands) and a gift for a king. Frankincense is burned (pretend to take a sweet smelling whiff in the air) to smell nicely. It is a gift for a church presenter. Myrrh is a spice that costs much money. It is used to bury someone after they die. Jesus would someday die (stretch out arms like a cross and bow head) for my sins, your sins, and the sins of the whole world.

We traveled many days and many nights (walk in place) over hot (wipe forehead with back of hand), dirty paths along a river. We went up (stand on tiptoes) and down (stoop down) many hills. When we arrived at place where the star lead us, it was to the town of Bethlehem.

When we arrived at the home where Jesus now lived, He was no longer a tiny baby. (Hold hands out, close together, palms up.) Instead, he was a bouncy toddler. He was a king even though He was a small child. He might not have looked like a king but, remember, He was God’s Son. God had sent Him as Savior of the world.

We brought out our gifts. We gave Him our very best. (Present gifts as you bow to the imaginary toddler king.) We brought gold that is very precious and beautiful. (Open treasure box and run gold through hands.) Gold is a gift fit for a king.

(Bring out the incense.) We also brought frankincense. It is something that is burned and smells sweet. It is the best gift for a church presenter because it reminds everyone how sweet our prayers are to God as they rise to heaven just like the smoke. 

(Show the cinnamon and smell it.) The last thing we brought was myrrh. This nice smelling spice cost much money. It was to be used to bury someone after they die. Jesus would someday die for my sins, your sins, and the sins of the whole world. That’s why He is called a Savior. 
(Point to the gifts.) You can see that we brought gifts that were the very best. They were gifts fit for a king. For this newborn king would be Savior of the world, and we wanted to bring Him our best. 

I wonder about you, boys and girls. Would you give Jesus your best as well? Then let me hear you say it. I’ll say “Jesus is our Savior,” and you respond with “Give Jesus your best.”

*JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR—Give Jesus your best!

Thank you, boys and girls. 
The wise man exits and the presenter enters. The presenter helps the children practice the take home point. *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – Give Jesus your best. End with a prayer.

Dear God, (repeat)
Thank You for being here. (repeat)
Thank You for sending Jesus. (repeat)
He’s our Savior, (repeat)
We give Him our best. (repeat)
Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! (repeat)

Amen. (repeat)

Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

Why did the wise men travel to see Jesus? (They saw His star, they knew He was King, they wanted to give Him gifts and worship Him.)

What did the wise men give Jesus? (Frankincense, gold, myrrh—their best.)

What can you give Jesus? (Answers will vary but may include heart, love, offerings, songs, etc.)
Activity 1: “Three Wise Men” Snack

Supplies needed: one heart shaped bread per child; pink and red icing; coco powder in salt shaker; gold decorator’s sugar; plastic knife and plate; stick biscuits; paper cups; water or juice

Have the children make heart-shaped snacks to review the story and introduce the idea that the best thing we can give Jesus is our heart in the form of our love.
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Cut out a heart shape from the bread using the cookie cutters.

2. Spread pink icing lightly on the hearts.

3. Shake coco powder on the hearts—explain to the children that the coco powder is a reminder of the myrrh, a spice given by the wise men to Jesus as a gift.

4. Drop a few gold decorator’s sugar over the heart. Explain that this is a symbol of the gold that the wise men gave.

5. Dip one end of the stick biscuit in red icing and insert upright into the bread. The stick biscuit represents the frankincense. Explain to children that frankincense was given to Jesus. It is a stick that smells sweet when it is burned.

6. Remind the children that when they love Jesus with all their hearts, they are giving Him their best, just as He gave them His best when He died on the cross.

7. Practice the take home point: *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – Give Jesus your best.
Activity 2: “The Obstacle Course to Bethlehem” Game

Supplies needed: equipment for an obstacle course, such as: long “tightrope” or tape, plastic cones, adult chair, hula hoop, blocks, 2”x4” board, items available through your program; large paper star; tape

Set up an obstacle course using the following ideas or your own ideas:

1. Children must follow a “tightrope” or tape for the entire path, except where noted.

2. Use plastic cones for children to go around or hop over.

3. Have a break in the path that children must jump over.

4. Use one or two adult-sized chairs that children must crawl under or climb over.

5. Set a hula hoop on blocks. Children must step into and out of it without knocking it over.

6. Use a 2”x4” board on the floor for the children to balance on as they walk across it.

7. At the end of the obstacle course, tape the star to the wall.

Directions:

1. Explain to the children that the wise men had to follow the star on a long path to get to Jesus. At times, that path may have been hard to follow. Today the children get to follow a path, an obstacle course.

2. Have the children take turns following the obstacle course. When they reach the star at the end, they are finished.

3. Explain that by following the star to get to Jesus, the wise men were giving Jesus their best. We also can give Jesus our best by following Him. We follow Jesus when we go to church, be kind to others, obey our parents, and pray. What other ways can we follow Jesus? (If the children can’t think of ideas, it’s okay. Suggest a couple more ideas: telling others about Jesus, singing songs about Jesus, thanking Jesus for the things He gives us.

4. Sometimes when we follow Jesus there are things in our path that make it hard to follow. Maybe we want to watch cartoons when it is time to go to church. Or it is hard to be nice to our brother because he is mean to us. What other things make it hard to follow Jesus? (If the children don’t have any ideas, suggest a couple of ideas: we want to play instead of obeying our parents and cleaning our room, or we are in a grouchy mood and don’t feel like praying.)

5. Even when it is hard, we want to give Jesus our best and follow Him. We want to give Jesus our best because He gave us His best. Jesus gave us His best by being born for us, dying on the cross for us, coming back alive on Easter, forgiving our sins, and someday taking us to heaven to be with Him.

6. Remind the children of the take home point: *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – Give Jesus your best.
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Activity 3: “Star Craft

Supplies needed: star cut from manila card (1 per child); yellow crayons; shinny stickers
Have the children color the star and stick shinny stickers on it. Remind them not to glue the sequins over the take home point. The shinny stickers are like jewels; they are a reminder of the precious gifts the wise men gave Jesus. The star is a reminder that the wise men followed the star to see Jesus. 

The take home point is a reminder for us to give Jesus our best, just as He gave us His best as our Savior. Practice the take home point: *JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – Give Jesus your best.
Activity 4: “Shining Signs”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: cut out memory verse strip reproducible for each child; a tongue depressor for each child; glue
Memory Verse:  Luke 2:11 ~ “Today your Savior was born… He is Christ the Lord.”
Memory Verse Learning:

Give each child the memory verse strips. Give each child a tongue depressor to stick one strip on each side. Then read and recite the memory verse with the children a few times. Attach the tip of the tongue depressor to the back of the “Star” craft. When everyone is done, ask the children to walk around the room and recite the memory verse together.

Prayer Time: 

Have the children finish the following prayer sentence:

Dear Jesus, help me to give You my best by _____________                  _____.

End with the Lord’s Prayer.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The presenter shows an example of the each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.

Supplies needed: Xiao Er Puppet; sample materials from small group activities

Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Presenter shows Xiao Er a craft made in Activity 1. Then the kids attempt to teach Xiao Er the take home point.

Presenter says to kids:
“Jesus is our Savior…”

Kids say:  


“…Give Jesus your best.”

Presenter says to Xiao Er: “Jesus is our Savior…”
Xiao Er says: 
“Give me a piece of bread!”

Presenter shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao Er the take home point.  Continue in this manner with Presenter showing example of each activity.  Here are Xiao Er’s responses:

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 2 sample: “Xiao Er fall down – go boom!”

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 3 sample:  “I’m a star!”
Xiao Er’s response to Activity 4 sample:  “I’m a shining star!”
Presenter says: 
“Xiao Er, listen one last time.

Jesus is our Savior…”

Kids’ response: 
“…Give Jesus your best.”

Presenter says to Xiao Er:  “Jesus is our Savior…”

Xiao Er’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice) “JESUS IS OUR SAVIOR – GIVE JESUS YOUR BEST.”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Lesson 32

Large Group Opening:

· Ting Ting puppet

· small purse or coin purse 

· video: Animated Story—The King is Born from Nest Entertainment

· TV and VCR

· wise man costume: ornate robe and headpiece, treasure box filled with gold foil chocolate coins. Note: “Gold” coins are the best choice because they can be used for several lessons throughout the curriculum

· small pieces of mosquito coil lit at the beginning of presentation and left offstage until referred to

· couple teaspoons of ground cinnamon on a fancy plate (myrrh)

Small Group Application:
Activity 1: 
· one piece of heart shaped bread per child

· pink and red icing
· coco powder in salt shaker
· gold decorator’s sugar

· plastic knife and plate
· finger biscuits 

· serviettes
· cups

· water or juice

Activity 2:
· equipment for an obstacle course, such as: long “tightrope” or tape, plastic cones, adult chair, hula hoop, blocks, 2”x4” board, items available through your program

· large paper star

· tape

Activity 3:

· star cut from manila card(1 per child) 

· yellow crayons

· shinny stickers
Activity 4:

· cut out memory verse strip reproducible for each child (page 11)
· a tongue depressor for each child
· glue 
Large Group Wrap-Up:

· Xiao Er Puppet

· sample materials from small group activities
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