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Take Home Point: *EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—God makes good things happen.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).

Bible Event: Genesis 42:1-3, 45:3-28, 50:20

Jesus Link: Jesus’ troubles on the cross were for our good.
We will help children know:

· The story of Joseph forgiving his brothers.

· God made good things happen from the tough times in Joseph’s life, and He can do the same for us, too.

· When Jesus died on the cross it was a very tough time for Him, but it was for our good.

We will help the children feel:

· Hope in tough times.

· Eagerness to see how God will make good come from trouble.

· Thankful that Jesus went through a very tough time on the cross to save them.

We will help the children do:
· Watch a video of Joseph forgiving his brothers.

· Taste unsweetened lemonade and then add sugar to it, making sweetened lemonade. Talk about how we can change the sour times in our lives into sweet times.

· Play a game, “Pennies in a Bucket,” and use it to discuss how God can turn hard times into good.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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3-5
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Xiao Hung puppet

· small toy car

· video: 
option 1: “Joseph’s Reunion” from Animated Stories From the Old Testament Series (Nest Entertainment)

option 2: “Joseph: King of Dreams” By Dreamworks

· VCR and television

	Small Group Application
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6-7
7
7-8
8

	Activity 1: “Hidden Colors Cross Magnet“ Craft

Activity 2: “Sweet & Sour”  Drink

“Hard & Soft” Snack

Activity 3:  ”20 cents in a Bucket” Game

Activity 4: “Walking with Your hands”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· label with take home point on it reproducible on page 11
· red beans
· PVA glue
· cotton buds
Activity 2:
· package of unsweetened lemonade flavored soft drink mix 
· pitcher of water
· sugar
· large spoon
· “Rollos” – chocolate or strawberry cream stuffed biscuits
· cups
· healthy snack option: bread and water
Activity 3:

· three 20 cents coins/child

· ice cream bucket

· three small pieces of stickers per child

Activity 4:

· mahjong paper from the previous lesson

· masking tape

	Large Group Wrap-up
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9
	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er Puppet



Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s Word as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed: Xiao Hung puppet; small toy car; video: option 1: “Joseph’s Reunion” from Animated Stories From the Old Testament Series (Nest Entertainment)

option 2: “Joseph: King of Dreams” By Dreamworks; VCR and television.

Puppet Presentation:
Xiao Hung comes on stage with a favorite toy car. He tells the presenter that he had troubles this weekend. His mother made him clean his room really good—including in the closets and under his bed. He hates cleaning his room! But it turned out good because he found his favorite toy car. Xiao Hung shows the car to the presenter and tells him why it is his favorite car. The presenter “oohs” and “aahs” over it. Then the presenter tells Xiao Hung that it reminds him of today’s Bible event.

Xiao Hung might remember that in last week’s Bible event, Joseph was thrown in prison because someone lied about him. But God helped Joseph get out of prison by helping him interpret the ruler Pharaoh’s dreams. God turned Joseph’s troubles into good by helping Joseph save the people of Egypt from a famine. A famine is when there is no rain so the crops can’t grow and there is not enough food for the people to eat.

In today’s Bible event, the children will learn that God used Joseph’s troubles to save his family from the famine. Joseph sees his family again and he forgives his brothers. God turned Joseph’s troubles into good, just like Xiao Hung’s troubles with cleaning his roomed turned into good when he found his favorite car.

The presenter teaches Xiao Hung the take home point. *EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—God makes good things happen. The presenter says the first part; Xiao Hung responds with the second part. After practicing it with Xiao Hung several times, the presenter teaches it to the children.

Bible Event: Video
Test your sound and video system beforehand. Cue the video to its precise beginning. For larger groups of children (15 or more), use a large screen TV or imager. Dim the lights before starting the video. To introduce a video, you might read from a Bible storybook and leave off the ending, inviting the children to see what happens by watching the video.  You could also introduce the video by inviting the children to keep an eye out for special actions or words they will see during it.  

Option 1: Show the video, Animated Stories from the Bible, Joseph’s Reunion, to the children. Start at the beginning and stop at Joseph saying, “Let’s see where their hearts are.” (Cue: 6:53) Fast forward to Jacob hugging Benjamin (Cue: 14:32) and play to the end of the video. This option is 17 minutes long. 

Start by telling the children:

In the video today there is famine all over the land. Food is not growing and people are hungry. Joseph’s brothers learn that there is food in Egypt so they travel to Egypt to buy some food. But Joseph is in charge of the food. Let’s watch to see what Joseph does when he sees his brothers.

While someone is fast-forwarding the video, say:

Joseph decided to test his brothers and by throwing one of them in prison. He would not release him and give his brothers more grain until they brought Benjamin with them to Egypt. In the next video segment, you will see the brothers bringing Benjamin to Egypt and Joseph forgiving his brothers.

Option 2: Show only the second segment of the film, from Jacob hugging Benjamin (Cue 14:32) to the end of the video. This option is 10 minutes, 8 seconds long. Introduce the video by saying:

In today’s video, Joseph’s brothers have learned that there is food in Egypt. They have already gone to Egypt and bought some food. Joseph has put one of his brothers in prison to test them. The other brothers are not to come back unless they bring Benjamin. The video starts with Jacob, Joseph’s father, hugging Benjamin good-by as he and the brothers leave for a second trip to Egypt. Watch carefully to find out what will happen when the brothers learn that Pharaoh’s helper is really their brother, Joseph.
Option 3: Show the video, Joseph, King of Dreams.

After the video, point out to the children:

The brothers meant to hurt Joseph when they sold him into slavery, but God used Joseph’s troubles for good. God used Joseph to save Egypt and his family and God helped Joseph forgive his brothers. Sometimes, like Xiao Hung, we have troubles. But God can turn our troubles into good. The greatest way God turned troubles into good was through Jesus. Jesus had a big, big trouble. He died on the cross. But God used Jesus’ trouble for our good. Because Jesus died on the cross, we can someday go to heaven to be with God! That is not only good—it is great!

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—God makes good things happen.

End with the following prayer. Have the children repeat each phrase.

Dear God, (repeat)

Thank You for being here. (repeat)


Thank You for sending Jesus. (repeat)

He is our Savior. (repeat)

Jesus’ troubles on the cross saved us. (repeat)

Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! (repeat)

Amen (repeat)
Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

What was Joseph’s trouble? (He had been sold into slavery and sent to prison.)

How did God turn it into good? (God used Joseph to save the people of Egypt and his family and God helped Joseph forgive his brothers.)
What are some tough times you have? (Answers will vary but may include having to clean a bedroom, getting sick, falling and getting hurt, getting in trouble, etc.)

How can God turn your tough times into good? (Children will have a tough time answering this question. Make a few suggestions such as helping them find a favorite toy when they clean their room, giving them extra time with Mom when they are sick, or helping us learn safety rules when we get hurt.)

The greatest way God turned tough times into good was by using Jesus’ death on the cross to punish our sins and forgive us so we can go to heaven.

Activity 1: “Red Bean Cross” Craft

Supplies needed: reproducible on page 11; red beans; PVA glue; cotton buds; label with take home point on it.

To make:

1. Use the cotton bud to put glue on the lines of the cross.

2. Arrange the red beans on the lines.

3. Attach a label to the bottom of the picture.

As the children work, discuss the meaning of the picture:

Arranging these red beans nicely on the line one by one is tough. But when we complete, it makes a beautiful pattern. We are reminded that even in tough times God can make good things happen. Making a cross reminds us that Jesus had tough times too. He died on the cross. God used Jesus’ tough times to save us from our sins so we can someday see Jesus in heaven. What are some tough times you have had? How has God used those tough times for good?

Practice the take home point: *EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—God can make good things happen.

Activity 2: “Sweet and Sour” Drink or “Hard and Soft” Snack
Supplies needed: package of unsweetened lemonade flavored soft drink mix; 
pitcher of water; sugar; large spoon; “Rollos” – chocolate or strawberry cream stuffed biscuits; cups; healthy snack option: bread and water
For the lemonade:
Show the children the water and the drink packet. Talk about how good lemonade tastes. Pour the packet in the water and stir it up. Give each child a sip out of their cups to try. It will taste very sour! “Remember” that you forgot the sugar. Add sugar according to the directions on the package. Give the children another sip. It now tastes delicious!

To discuss:

The tough times in our life are like lemonade without the sugar. Those times are sour! But God can add sugar to our tough times and turn them into good.

For the Rollos:

Have the children eat several Rollos. As they do, point out that they are hard on the outside but soft in the middle. Our tough times are hard like the outside of the Rollos, but God can turn them into good.

HEALTHY SNACK OPTION: Use pure water and whole grain bread. Talk about bread and water being something that is very simple and not as tasty as some food, but our bodies cannot live without water and/or bread/grains. Both of these do very good things for our bodies and are given to us by God. Even in the times of not having exactly what we want in life, God blesses us with everything we need!! 

Practice the take home point: *EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—God can make good things happen.

Activity 3: “20 cents in a Bucket” Game
Supplies needed: three 20 cents coins/child; ice cream bucket; three small pieces of stickers per child
To play:

1. Stand about five feet from the bucket.

2. Hold a 20 cents between your knees.

3. Walk up to the bucket and drop the coin in.

4. When you drop the coin in, take out a sticker.
5. Each child gets three coins.


To discuss:

Holding a coin between your knees, walking it up to a bucket and dumping it in is very hard. But a good thing came from that tough job—sticker! God also can turn tough times into good. That’s what He did with Joseph and Jesus!

Practice the take home point: *EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—God can make good things happen.

Activity 4: “Walking with Your Hands”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: mahjong paper from the previous lesson; masking tape.

Memory Verse:  Psalm 27: 1 ~ The Lord is my light and the one who saves me. I fear no one. The Lord protects my life. I am afraid of no one.

Memory Verse Learning:

Prior to class, paste the mahjong paper on the wall. Gather the children and recite the memory verse together a few times. Tell the children that they are going to exercise their hand and arm muscles today. Line them up at one end of the classroom. Ask the first child to be in a crawling position and recite the memory verse. The shepherd is to hold the child’s legs and the child has to move forward when the shepherd says go. When the child reaches the end of the classroom, get the child to stand up and run back to the starting point and tap his or her friend’s hand. Repeat till all the children get a turn.
Prayer Time: 
Thank God for helping turn tough times into good. Ask God to help you with something hard that is happening right now, like a sick grandparent or a pet that died. Thank Jesus for dying on the cross so you can be forgiven.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Supplies needed: optional music for the lesson; Xiao Er Puppet
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Presenter shows Xiao Er a craft made in Activity 1. Then the kids attempt to teach Xiao Er the take home point.

Presenter says to kids:
“Even in tough times…”

Kids say:  
“…God can make good things happen.”

Presenter says to Xiao Er: “Even in tough times…”
Xiao Er says: 
“God makes birds with wings a flappen.”

Presenter shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao Er the take home point. Continue in this manner with Presenter showing example of each activity. Here are Xiao Er’s responses:

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 2 sample: “When I get lost I look at my map’n.”

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 3 sample: “When I’m tired I take a nap’n.”
Presenter says: 
“Xiao Er, listen one last time.

Even in tough times…”

Kids response: 
“…God can make good things happen.”

Presenter says to Xiao Er:  “Even in tough times…”

Xiao Er’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice) “EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—GOD CAN MAKE GOOD THINGS HAPPEN”
Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Lesson 27

Large Group Warm-up

· Xiao Hung puppet

· small toy car

· video: 
· option 1: “Joseph’s Reunion” from Animated Stories from the Old Testament Series (Nest Entertainment)

· option 2: “Joseph King of Dreams” By Dreamworks

· VCR and television
Small Group Application

Activity 1:
· reproducible on page 11
· red beans
· PVA glue
· cotton buds
· label with take home point on it.
Activity 2:
· package of unsweetened lemonade flavored soft drink mix 
· pitcher of water
· sugar
· large spoon
· “Rollos”- chocolate or strawberry cream stuffed biscuits
· cups
Activity 3:

· three 20 cents coins/child

· ice cream bucket

· three small pieces of stickers per child
Activity 3:

· mahjong paper from previous lesson

· masking tape
Large Group Wrap-up

· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er puppet
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Series:	God is There in Tough Times (Sept-Nov)
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Joseph Forgives His Brothers





Note: If the children have trouble walking up to the bucket with a coin between their knees, let them start by standing next to the bucket.
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