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Take Home Point: *EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—God never leaves me alone.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).

Bible Event: Genesis 28:10-22.

Jesus Link: Jesus is with me always.
We will help children know:

· The story of God coming to Jacob in a dream.

· God was with Jacob on his journey and He is with us when we have   troubles.

· Jesus promised to never leave us.

We will help the children feel:

· Confident that God is with them always.

· Comforted by the knowledge that God never leaves them alone.

· Thankful that Jesus promised to be with them always.

We will help the children do:
· Watch as a dramatized Jacob retells the story of God coming to him in a dream.

· Make and eat an angel snack while reviewing the Bible event.

· Play the game, “Staircase to Heaven Relay” and review the Bible event and teaching.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	3

3-5
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Xiao Hung puppet

· blanket

· adult-sized Jacob costume

· walking stick

· travel bag

· Bible

· ladder covered with sheet to look like steps

· landscape rock or dark garbage bag stuffed with paper and tied closed

· microphone backstage with person to speak God’s voice into it

· bottle of oil (in travel bag)

· Optional: spot light or black light

	Small Group Application
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	6

6

7

7

8


	Activity 1:  “Jacob’s Rock” Craft

Activity 2:  “Angel” Snack

Activity 3:  ”Starcase to Heaven” Relay

Activity 4: “Hop! Hop! And Transfer!”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· reproducible

· gray construction paper

· glue sticks

· crayons

Activity 2:
· Chee Cheong Fun in 4 parts
· ½ of fish ball for each child

· “Foo Per” in triangle shape

· Chee Cheong Fun sauce

· paper cups

· water or juice

HEALTHY SNACK OPTION:

· carrot sticks

Activity 3:

· masking tape

Activity 4

· white board

· white board marker

· flash cards

stair case from Activity 4

	Large Group Wrap-up
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8
	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er Puppet



Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s Word as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed: Xiao Hung puppet; blanket; adult-sized Jacob costume; walking stick; travel bag; Bible; ladder covered with sheet to look like steps; landscape rock or dark garbage bag stuffed with paper and tied closed; microphone backstage with person to speak God’s voice into it; bottle of oil (in travel bag); Optional: spot light or black light

Puppet Presentation:
Xiao Hung comes in with a blanket. He’s scared because he had a bad dream. He dreamed that he tried to give Cookie Monster a cookie and Cookie Monster bit his arm. 

After telling this to the presenter, Xiao Hung hides under his blanket. The presenter persuades him to come out, but Xiao Hung is still frightened, so he clings to his blanket.

The presenter shares that he is reminded of today’s Bible event. In the Bible event, Jacob has a dream, only his dream isn’t scary. He dreams that God comes to him and tells him that He will be with him always.

The good news is that God is also with us all the time—even when we have a bad dream. In God’s Word, the Bible, Jesus promises “I will never leave you” and “I am with you always.” Because God is with us always, when we are scared we can go to God to comfort us and help us not to be afraid. 

The presenter teaches Xiao Hung the take home point. The presenter says the first part, Xiao Hung responds with the second part. *EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—God never leaves me alone. After practicing it with Xiao Hung several times, the presenter teaches the take home point to the children.

Bible Event: A Visit from a Dramatized Character

A costumed adult presents the Bible event, telling it from first person point of view. This person should be introduced by asking the children to put on their imagination hats and imagine that this really is the person in the Bible story.

Set up: 

A ladder covered with a sheet to look like a staircase and a large landscaping stone (or a rock made from a garbage bag) are on stage. The rock should be front and center, the ladder back a ways.
The presenter tells the children to put on their thinking caps because they are going to pretend that today’s visitor is the Bible character Jacob. The presenter opens his Bible and explains that, while the person is pretending to be Jacob, the Bible event really did happen. It tells about it right here in the Bible. The presenter leaves the stage and someone dressed as Jacob and carrying a travel bag and walking stick comes on stage. Jacob begins:

Boys and girls, my name is Jacob. Some of you may remember from last week that I did some bad things. I lied to my father and tricked him; and I stole my brother Esau’s blessing. Now Esau is very angry at me and I must run away. When I learned that Esau wants to kill me, boy, was I scared.

Something happened last night, though, that changed my heart. Puts down walking stick and bag and leans up against rock. I traveled all day and the sun went down. It was late and I was tired. So I found a rock to lay my head on and I settled down for a good night’s sleep.

I was still nervous and I was scared. So it took me a while to fall asleep. But finally I fell into a deep sleep. If possible, dim lights, but leave enough light for the children to not be frightened.

As I slept, I had a dream. Optional: Point a spotlight or black light at the staircase. I dreamed that I saw a stairway resting on the ground. It went all the way up to heaven. Angels were going up the stairway and coming down the stairway. At the top of the stairway stood God. God spoke to me and said:

Voice backstage speaks God’s words into microphone I am the Lord. I am the God of your grandfather Abraham and your father, Isaac. I will give you and your children the land on which you are sleeping. You will have children, many grandchildren, great-grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren. There will be so many people, they will be over the whole earth. All the peoples in the world will be blessed because of you and your family. I am with you. I will bring you back to this land and never leave you alone. 

Jacob sits us and stretches. When I woke up, I thought, “God is in this place and I didn’t know it.” I was afraid and I thought, “This place is awesome! This is the house of God! This is the gate of heaven!”

Lights go back up. This morning when I woke up, I took the stone I was sleeping on and turned it up to be a monument, a place to remember what had happened. Turn stone and take out oil, pretending to pour it over the stone. I named the place Bethel, because Bethel means house of God and I poured oil on it. I promised God that if he would be with me, He would be my God and I would give Him an offering.

Can you believe that? I was a sinner. I did bad things. Yet God came to me and said that He is with me always. You want to know something? God is also with you always!

Jacob leaves stage and the large group presenter comes back on. He says:

Jacob is right. God is with us always—even in tough times. When we are scared, sick, lonely or hurt, God is right there with us. We are not alone. Jesus promised, “I will never leave you,” and “I am with you always.” What wonderful promises!

Practice the take home point. *EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—God never leaves me alone.

End with the following prayer. Have the children repeat each phrase.

Dear God, (repeat)
Thank You for being there, (repeat)

even when times are tough. (repeat)
You are with me all the time. (repeat)
Jesus promised He would never leave me. (repeat)
And He is there always. (repeat)
Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! (repeat)
Amen (repeat)
Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

Why was Jacob scared? (He had to leave home. Esau wanted to kill him.)

How was Jacob comforted? (God came to him in a dream and told him He was with him.)

What things scare you? (Answers will vary but may include bad dreams, loud noises, scary movies and big animals, etc.)

Why can we be comforted when we are scared or have other problems? (God is always with us. Jesus promised to never leave us and that He is with us always.)

Activity 1: “Jacob’s Rock” Craft
Supplies needed: reproducible; gray construction paper; glue sticks; crayons

To make:

1. As a class, name times God is with you. (For example, when you sleep, when you play, when you go to school, etc.)

2. Each time you name a time God is with you, tear off a small piece of colour paper and glue it to the rock. (Hint: Show the children an example of how big the paper should be.)

3. When you are finished, color the rest of the picture.

Discuss the meaning of the picture:

God is with us all the time—in the good times and during hard times. How does that make you feel? After Jesus died for us and rose again, He went to heaven, but He left a promise, “I am with you always.” We can’t see Jesus, but His Spirit is here helping us in the good times and in the hard times. That’s how much God loves us!

Practice the take home point: *EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—God never leaves me alone.

Activity 2: “Angel Snack”
Supplies needed: Chee Cheong Fun in 4 parts; ½ a fish ball for each child; “Foo Pei” in triangle shape; Healthy snack option: carrot sticks
To make:

1. Use the “Foo Pei” for the angel wings. Lay it on the paper plate facing the same direction as a heart.

2. The fish ball is the angel’s head. Lay it immediately above the “Foo Pei”.

3. Add a body using a piece of cut Chee Cheong Fun. Lay the point of the Chee Cheong Fun that it touches the bottom of the “Foo Pei” and the Chee Cheong Fun fans down towards the bottom of the paper plate.

4. Attach the parts of the angel together using the Chee Cheong Fun’s sauce.

5. Eat! While you eat, review the Bible event.

HEALTHY SNACK OPTION: Use carrot sticks to form a stairway on your napkin like the one Jacob saw in his dream. Talk about how blessed we are to have pillows to sleep on and God’s word to learn from! 

Practice the take home point. *EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—God never leaves me alone.

Activity 3: “Staircase to Heaven Relay”

Supplies needed: masking tape
To set up:

Make a 3-4 foot wide ladder on the ground using masking tape. It should have 5-8 rungs.

To play:

1. Divide the children into two teams.

2. Have the teams line up at the same end, but on opposite sides, of the ladder.

3. On the word “Go,” the first child in each line must hop up the ladder and back before tagging the next child.

4. Continue playing in this manner until all children have hopped up the ladder and back.

5. The team that finishes first wins. 

6. As time permits, play again, hopping on one foot and doing the bear crawl (hands touch the ground, knees straight.

To discuss:

Review the Bible event. How do you think Jacob felt when he saw the angels going up and down the staircase? How does it make you feel to know that God is with you all the time?

Practice the take home point: *EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—God never leaves me alone.

Activity 4: “Hop! Hop! And Transfer!”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: white board; white board marker; flash cards; stair case from Activity 3
Memory Verse:  Psalm 27:1 ~ The Lord is my light and the one who saves me. I fear no one.
Memory Verse Learning:

Write the memory verse on the board before class begins. Gather the children in front of the white board and recite the memory verse a few times together. Ask the children to line up at one end of the ladder which was used in Activity 3. Lay out the flash cards in the sentence order at the other end of the ladder. Tell the children that they are going to hop up the ladder to get the cards as according to sequence and hop back to the group. They are to shout out the words on the card and place the cards on one side of the room. The whole group is to read the words which were transferred. Repeat the rounds until all the cards get transferred. Finally, read the memory verse out loud together.

Prayer Time: 

Thank God for the different times He is with you. Thank Jesus for promising to never leave you and to be with you always.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.

Supplies needed: optional music for the lesson; Xiao Er Puppet
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Presenter shows Xiao Er a craft made in Activity 1. Then the kids attempt to teach Xiao Er to take home point.

Presenter says to kids:
“Even in tough times…”

Kids say:  


“…God never leaves me alone.”

Presenter says to Xiao Er: “Even in tough times…”
Xiao Er says: 
“I don’t want to kiss a hippo.”

Presenter shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao Er the take home point. Continue in this manner with Presenter showing example of each activity. Here are Xiao Er’s responses:

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 2 sample: “I won’t cover my mom with spray cheese.”

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 3 sample:  “God never leads me to my home.”
Presenter says: 
“Xiao Er, listen one last time.

Even in tough times…”

Kids response: 
“…God never leaves me alone.”

Presenter says to Xiao Er:  “Even in tough times …”

Xiao Er’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice) “EVEN IN TOUGH TIMES—GOD NEVER LEAVES ME ALONE.”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Lesson 23

Large Group Warm-up

· Xiao Hung puppet

· blanket

· adult-sized Jacob costume

· walking stick

· travel bag

· Bible

· ladder covered with sheet to look like steps

· landscape rock or dark garbage bag stuffed with paper and tied closed

· microphone backstage with person to speak God’s voice into it

· bottle of oil (in travel bag)

· Optional: spot light or black light
Small Group Application

Activity 1:
· Reproducible (page 9 of lesson)

· gray colour paper

· glue sticks

· crayons

Activity 2:
· Chee Cheong Fun in 4 parts

· ½ of fish ball for each child

· “Foo Per” in triangle shape

· Chee Cheong Fun sauce

· paper cups

· water or juice

Activity 3:

· masking tape
Activity 4: 
· white board

· white board marker

· flash cards (3”X5” in size with each words of the memory verse written on it with marker)
Large Group Wrap-up

· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er Puppet
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