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Take Home Point: *JESUS IS GOD’S SON—I want to learn about Jesus.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).

Bible Event: Luke 2:41-52

Key Verse: James 1:17. “… every perfect gift is from God.” (NCV)
Jesus Link:  Learning about God’s word, the Bible, helps us learn about Jesus.
We will help children know:

· The story of Jesus in the temple.

· Jesus is God’s Son.

· Some of the ways they can learn about Jesus.

We will help the children feel:

· Inspired to learn about Jesus by knowing He is God’s Son.

· Desire to learn about Jesus.

· Eager to hear God’s word.

We will help the children do:
· Participate in an interactive drama of the boy Jesus in the temple.

· Eat trail mix while reviewing the Bible event.

· Play a game, “Where’s Jesus?” and discuss ways they can “find” out more about Jesus.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	
SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	3

3-5
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Ting Ting puppet

· small photo album

· Bible

· child-sized costumes for boy Jesus, Mary and Joseph

· microphone
· Imagination Box

	Small Group Application
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6-7

7


	Activity 1: “Bible Scroll” Craft

Activity 2: “Camping Mix” Snack

Activity 3:  ”Where’s Jesus?” Game

Acitivty 4: “Shout the Verse” 


	Activity 1:
· extra reproducible coloring sheet for each child crayons
· two straws per child
· cellophane tape

· 8-inch length of ¼-inch wide ribbon per child
Activity 2:
· camping mix made from food items left from previous snacks 

· serviettes
· cups

· water or juice

HEALTHY SNACK OPTION

· nuts

· dates

· water

Activity 3:

· blindfold

· small toy person such as a Lego person

· bean bag
Activity 4:

· seven balls for each group

· 1” masking tape

· marker

	Large Group Wrap-up
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8
	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit


	· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er puppet


Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s Word as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed:  Ting Ting puppet; small photo album; Bible; child-sized costumes for boy Jesus, Mary and Joseph; microphone; Imagination Box

Puppet Presentation:
Ting Ting comes on stage carrying a small photo album with pictures of different people in it. She explains to the presenter that the pictures are people in her family such as her Grandma for whom she was named, her Grandpa who flew airplanes in a war, and her cousin Wai Mun who invented banana bubble gum. Ting Ting says that her mom has been telling her stories about all the people in the album. Ting Ting wants to learn all about her family.

The presenter agrees with Ting Ting that it is interesting to hear stories about family members and learn all about one’s family. In fact, Ting Ting’s family picture album reminds the presenter of today’s Bible event. In the Bible event, Jesus is now a 12-year-old boy. He has the family on earth that God gave Him to help Him grow up. He has his mother, Mary, and his father, Joseph. But Jesus has another father. Jesus is God’s Son also, and God the Father is His Father. In today’s Bible event, Jesus wants to learn about His Father God. In the Bible event, Mary and Joseph cannot find Jesus. They think He is lost. But when they find Jesus, He isn’t lost; He is in the temple with the teachers learning about God the Father. 

Just as Ting Ting is learning about her family and Jesus learned about His Father, we can learn about Jesus.

The presenter teaches Ting Ting the take home point. *JESUS IS GOD’S SON—I want to learn about Jesus. The presenter says the first part; Ting Ting responds with the second part. After practicing it with Ting Ting several times, the presenter teaches it to the children.

Bible Event: Imagination Theater
Imagination Theater is an audience participation drama in which the Bible event is told in creative fashion, using children as actors. The Imagination Box contains the Bible and other special props used for the drama. Begin by removing the Bible and explain that this is God’s Word that tells us of the wonderful deeds God has done. Then, remove an imaginary hat from the box and place it on your head. This is your Imagination Hat. Invite the children to put on their imagination hats, as well. They will use their imaginations to picture the events the Bible tells us about. Some will even use their imaginations to help act out these events. Distribute props to volunteer actors as they are called forward at the beginning of the presentation.

Open the Bible and say:

We have been learning from the Bible that Jesus was born in Bethlehem where both shepherds and wise men visited Him and worshipped Him.

In today’s Bible event, Jesus is no longer a baby. He is now 12 years old. Can you count to 12 with me? (Count to 12 slowly.) Jesus doesn’t live in Bethlehem any more. His family has moved to a town called Nazareth. In the Bible, (put hand on Bible) God’s Word, it tells us that Jesus and His parents have taken a trip to the city of Jerusalem to celebrate a special church holiday, now it is time to go home. But Mary and Joseph cannot find Jesus. Let’s find out what happens.

Call two boys and a girl onto stage and dress them in Bible costumes—one as Jesus, one as Mary, and one as Joseph. Have Jesus hide offstage. The rest of the children will be the people traveling home from Jerusalem. Tell them that when Mary and Joseph ask them if they have seen Jesus, they must answer, “No, we haven’t seen Him.” Practice several times.

Begin the Bible event:

Every year Jesus’ parents would take a trip to Jerusalem for a special church holiday—Passover. During Passover, God’s people remembered how God had saved them from death and rescued them from slavery to the Egyptians many, many years earlier. When Jesus was 12 years old He went with His parents to Jerusalem, as usual.

When the festival was over, Mary and Joseph left for home. But Jesus stayed in Jerusalem and His parents didn’t know it. They thought He was with His cousins. (Take the hands of Mary and Joseph and walk into the audience.) 
(Continue walking as you talk.) At the end of the day, Mary and Joseph began to look for Jesus among His aunts, uncles and cousins. They asked, “Have you seen Jesus?” (Have Mary and Joseph repeat that line into the microphone.) And all the people answered, “No we have not seen Him.” (Have the children in the audience repeat the line, “No, we have not seen Him.” Walk around the audience with Mary and Joseph and repeat the question and answer several times.)

Mary and Joseph began to get concerned. Where was their son? Was He hurt? Was He lost? Was He scared? Finally, they went back to Jerusalem to look for Jesus. (Walk onto stage.) 
Finally Mary and Joseph found Jesus. (Have Jesus come out and sit crossed-legged on the floor of the stage.) He was in the temple sitting with the teachers. He was listening to them and asking questions. How much Jesus knew and understood God surprised everyone. 

When Mary and Joseph saw Jesus, they were shocked. Mary asked Him (have Mary repeat the underlined phrases into the microphone) “Son, Why have you done this? Your father and I have been very scared. We have been looking for You!”

Jesus said to them  (have Jesus repeat the underlined phrases into the microphone) “Why have you been looking for Me? Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house learning about Him?”
Then Jesus returned with Mary and Joseph to Nazareth. He obeyed His parents, and He continued to learn more and more about His Father, God.

Just as Jesus, who is God’s Son, learned about God the Father, we can learn about Jesus. When we hear God’s word, come to Kingdom Quest, read Bible stories with our parents, and learn Bible songs, we learn about Jesus. We learn that Jesus is God. We learn that Jesus is our Savior who forgives our sins. And we learn that Jesus fills us with His love so that we want to learn more about Him.

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *JESUS IS GOD’S SON—I want to learn about Jesus.

End with the following prayer:


Dear God,


Thank You for the best gifts.


Thank You for sending Jesus.


He’s our Savior.


I want to learn about Jesus.


Thank You! Thank You! Thank You!


Amen.


Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:


Where did Mary and Joseph find Jesus? (In the temple.)


Why was Jesus there? (He was learning about his Father, God.)
Why do we want to learn about Jesus? (Answers will vary but may include because He is God’s Son, because He is our Savior, and because He loves us.)

How can we learn about Jesus? (Answers will vary but may include attending church and Sunday school, listening to parents read Bible stories, or watching videos about Jesus.)

Activity 1: “Bible Scroll” Craft
Supplies needed:  extra reproducible coloring sheet for each child; crayons; two straws per child; cellophane tape; 8-inch length of ¼-inch wide ribbon per child
To make:

1. Color the reproducible.

2. Tape a straw to the top and bottom of the picture.

3. Roll the paper from both ends into a scroll.

4. Tie a ribbon around the paper to keep it closed.

To discuss:

In Bible times God’s word was written in scrolls similar to the ones we made. Today there are many ways we can learn about Jesus. Let’s name a few. (Reading the Bible, watching videos about Jesus, talking with our parents, going to church and Sunday school, singing songs about Jesus, etc.) We want to learn about Jesus because Jesus is God’s Son, Jesus is our Savior, Jesus loves us, and Jesus fills our hearts with a desire to learn about Him.

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *JESUS IS GOD’S SON—I want to learn about Jesus.

Activity 2: “Camping Mix” Snack

Supplies needed:  camping mix made from food items left from previous snacks ; serviettes; cups; water or juice; HEALTHY SNACK OPTION – nuts, dates, water

As the children eat camping mix and drink water or juice for snack, review the Bible event. Remind the children that Mary, Joseph and Jesus had to travel to Jerusalem for the Passover festival and probably took their own food like the camping mix with them to eat on the trip.

HEALTHY SNACK OPTION: Try and use some nuts and dates that would have actually been some of the original types of food for Mary and Joseph on their trip. Discus how amazing it is that to think that we can eat some of the same foods that Jesus actually ate while He was on this earth for us!  

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *JESUS IS GOD’S SON—I want to learn about Jesus.

Activity 3: “Where’s Jesus” Game

Supplies needed: blindfold; small toy person such as a Lego person; bean bag
To play:

1. Sit in circle.

2. Choose one child to be “It” and have him sit in the center of the circle, blindfolded.

3. Have the children in the circle hold their hands behind their back.

4. Put the toy person “Jesus” in one child’s hand.

5. Have all the children count to twelve while passing “Jesus” around the circle.

6. On the number 13, the children stop passing “Jesus” and “It” takes off the blindfold.

7. All the children ask, “Where’s Jesus?”

8. “It” must guess who is holding Jesus and throw the beanbag into that person’s lap (not at his or her face).

9. If “It” is correct, “It” and the child change places.

10. If “It” is not correct, the child throws the bean bag back to “It” and “It” tries again, until he discovers who has Jesus.

11. Continue playing in this manner until times is up.

To discuss:

Where did Mary and Joseph find Jesus in the Bible event? Why was He there? How can we “find” out more about Jesus?

Practice the take home point. You say the first part; the children respond with the second part. *JESUS IS GOD’S SON—I want to learn about Jesus.

Activity 4: “Shout the Verse” 

Supplies needed:  seven balls for each group; 1” masking tape; marker
Memory Verse:  Luke 3:22 ~ “You are my Son, whom I love; with You I am well pleased.”
Memory Verse Learning:
Before class, tape some masking tape onto the balls and each ball write two words of the memory verse (exclude the scripture verse). During memory verse session, seat the children in a circle.  Randomly give the children a ball each. Tell the children “When I say the memory verse, children holding the ball with the words, stand up.”  Call out the verse in sequence.  Start slowly and then increase the pace after a few rounds.
Prayer Time: 

Ask Jesus to help you learn more about Him.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
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The Boy, Jesus, at the Temple (as a 12 yt old)



Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Presenter shows Xiao Er a craft made in Activity 1. Then the kids attempt to teach Xiao Er the take home point.


Presenter says to kids:

“Jesus Is God’s Son…”

Kids say:  



“…I want to learn about Jesus.”

Presenter says to Xiao Er:
“Jesus Is God’s Son…”
Xiao Er says: 

“…I want to learn about 
boogies.”

Presenter shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao er the take home point.  Continue in this manner with Presenter showing example of each activity.  Here are Xiao Er’s responses:

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 2 sample: “…I want to learn about worms.”

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 3 sample: “…I want to learn about standing on my head.”
Presenter says: 
   “Xiao Er, listen one last time.

   Jesus Is God’s Son…”

Kids response: 
   “…I want to learn about Jesus.”

Presenter says to Xiao Er:  “Jesus Is God’s Son…”

Xiao Er’s response:  
    (Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee,     

mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-   

like voice) “Jesus Is God’s Son – I want to learn 
about Jesus.”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

LESSON 33

Large Group Opening

· Ting Ting puppet

· small photo album

· Bible

· child-sized costumes for boy Jesus, Mary and Joseph

· microphone
· imagination box
Small Group Application

Activity 1:
· extra reproducible coloring sheet for each child crayons
· two straws per child
· cellophane tape

· 8-inch length of ¼-inch wide ribbon per child
Activity 2:
· camping mix made from food items left from previous snacks 

· serviettes
· cups

· water or juice

HEALTHY SNACK OPTION

· nuts

· dates

· water

Activity 3:

· blindfold

· small toy person such as a Lego person

· bean bag

Activity 4:
· seven balls for each group
· 1” masking tape

· marker

Large Group Wrap-up
· optional music for the lesson
· Xiao Er puppet

Date:	________________________
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