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Take Home Point: *JESUS HELPS US – Give Jesus your hurts.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The presenter will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).
Bible Event: Mark 8:22-25

Jesus Link: If we trust and believe in Jesus’ power, then anything can happen.
We will help children know:

· The story of Jesus healing the blind man.

· Jesus has the power to heal.

· They can take their hurts to Jesus.

We will help the children feel:

· Confident in Jesus’ power to heal.

· Comforted that Jesus wants them to bring him their hurts.

· Strengthened to face their hurts.

We will help the children do:
· Listen to a storyteller share the story of Jesus healing the blind man.

· Have a snack of “Seeing Eyes.”

· Play “Hot Potato” and be reminded to give their hurts to Jesus.

· Have their hurts prayed for while sitting on the “Sick Chair.”

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Xiao Hung puppet
· puppet-sized sling

· cross prominently displayed on the stage area (can be an altar cross you use from week-to-week)

· Bible 

· stand for Bible

	Small Group Application
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	Activity 1: “Cross Picture” Craft

Activity 2: “Seeing Eyes” Snack

Activity 3: ”Hot Potato” Game

Activity 4: “Blind Walk”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:
· cross cut from manila card for each child

· cotton balls

· gauze

· plasters
· heart stickers

· glue
· label with take home point, one per child
Activity 2:

· serviettes
· cups
· water or juice
· two slices of hard boiled egg for each child
· oyster sauce
· two slated biscuits per child
Activity 3:

· sweet potato or bean bag
· bell
Activity 4:

· white board

· marker

· one blind fold for each child


	Large Group Wrap-Up
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	Singing (Optional)

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit
	· Xiao Er puppet

· sample materials from small group activities




Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group presenter can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word, as they experience the Bible event.
Supplies needed: Xiao Hung puppet; puppet-sized sling; cross prominently displayed on the stage area (can be an altar cross you use from week-to-week); Bible; stand for Bible

Puppet Presentation:
Xiao Hung comes in with his arm in a sling. He was pretending to be a superhero. He jumped off the stairs and fell on his arm. The doctor said his arm is sprained and Xiao Hung has to wear the sling until it heals. 

The presenter asks Xiao Hung if he cried when he hurt his arm. Yes, he did cry. But his mom prayed with him that Jesus would help him and, even though his arm still hurt, he didn’t feel so bad. 

The presenter thinks it’s wonderful that Xiao Hung’s mom prayed with him. Today the children will be learning about a man who was blind. He asked Jesus for help and Jesus healed him. Xiao Hung and his mom asked Jesus for help. Even though Jesus did not heal his arm right away, He loves Xiao Hung and made him feel a little better. He also gave Xiao Hung a good doctor to help him. Soon his arm will be all the way healed. 

Teach Xiao Hung the take home point: *JESUS HELPS US – Give Jesus your hurts. The presenter says the first line and Xiao Hung responds with the second line. After practicing it with Xiao Hung a few times, practice it with the children.

Bible Event: Simple Storytelling
Reading a Bible story or telling the Bible event can be done effectively with expressive voice and dramatic gestures. Children can express part of the story by repeating a phrase or acting out the motions.

“Jesus Heals the Blind Man”

Good morning, boys and girls! (Sets Bible on stand where the script is also.) I need you to help me pretend. Close your eyes and pretend that you are blind. (Closes eyes.) You cannot see anything. Everything is dark. You can’t see the bright sunlight, the green grass, the beautiful flowers and butterflies, or even the faces of your family and friends. Everything is dark. (Pretend to pat darkness with your hands—even though the children’s eyes are closed, some children will be “peeking.”)

Now imagine you are taking a walk and you bump (jerk body as if bumping something) into somebody. “Watch where you are going!” that person shouts. But you (put arms out in front of you, palms up) can’t watch where you are going because you cannot see. 

One day when you leave your house you hear some people whispering. (Cup hand behind ear and make a whispering noise.) Even though you can’t see, you can hear very well. (Put hands on hips.) “That person must have done something really bad for God to punish him by making him blind,” the people say. “Or maybe his dad did something really bad.”

That makes you (make a sad face) feel sad. You (shake head) didn’t do anything really bad. And neither did your dad or any other family member. You are just a normal person who happens to be blind.

Something else that makes you sad is that you can’t get a job. For most jobs you cannot see to do the work. That means you have to (fold hands in front of chest and look up into sky with a pleading look on face) beg people for money so you can buy (count off each of the following objects on your fingers) food to eat, clothes to wear, and a house to live in. It is (put face in hands) embarrassing to have to beg.

Sometimes when you go outside, you get hurt. You (jerk body) bump into trees, (pretend to stumble) stumble on rocks, or (jerk body) run into people. You get (run a hand up and down arm with a pained look on your face) bruises or scratches and it hurts.

You (fold hands and bow head) pray every day for God to help you see. That is your greatest dream. But you do not know if your dream will ever come true. Until one day (sounding excited), something very exciting happens….

You can open your eyes now!

(Pick up the Bible.) Our Bible event today is about a man who lived when Jesus walked the earth. (Point to Bible and then put it back on the stand.) This man was blind. (Pretend to pat an invisible object with hands, pantomime style.) He couldn’t see trees (point to the left), the sky (point up), or the food (look down at hands with palms up and together) on his plate. For him, everything was (cover eyes) dark. People whispered about him. (Cup hands to mouth and make a whispery noise.) He bumped (jerk body) into things. And he (shake head) couldn’t get a job. He had to (fold hands and give a pleading look) beg for food, and get help to go places outside. His greatest dream was to be able to see. That was his prayer. (Fold hands and bow head.)

(Sound excited.) One day something very exciting happened to this man. His friends learned that Jesus was coming to their town of Bethsaida! (Jumping up and down.) “Jesus is coming! Jesus is coming!” they told the man. (Nod head vigorously.) “He can heal people! Maybe He can heal you! Let’s go see Him!”

And so the man’s friends took him to see Jesus. They took his hand (take an imaginary hand and walk around the stage) and walked him along the road until they came to Jesus.

(Get down on knees and pretend to beg.) “Please! Please, teacher!” They begged. “Please heal our friend! He can’t see. He’s blind. Please heal him! Just touch him and heal him!” (Stand up.)
Jesus took the blind man’s hand (take an invisible hand and walk around the stage) and led him away from the village to a quiet place. Then Jesus spit (pretend to spit into your hands and pat invisible eyes in front of you) in the man’s eyes and touched them with his hands.

“Do you see anything?” Jesus asked.

(Pretend to look around.) “I see people,” the blind man answered. “They look like trees walking around.”

Jesus once again (pretend to touch invisible eyes in front of you) touched the man’s eyes. (Excited.) This time the man’s eyes were completely healed and (make eyes larger) he could see everything clearly!

(Jumping up and down and waving arms.) “I can see!” the blind man cheered. “I can see the bird and the bee, the flower and the tree! I see you and I see me! I can see!”

The man was filled with joy! Jesus had healed him!

The storyteller walks up to a child in the audience and asks:

Have you ever had a hurt? Have you ever scratched your knee, been sick, or fallen off your bike? Let me take you (start pulling child away from the group, then stop) to Jesus. We can’t see Jesus, but we can see a cross (point to cross). The cross reminds us that Jesus knows what it feels like to hurt. When He died on the cross, He hurt very much. Even so, He chose to die on the cross. Why? Because He loves us and He wanted to take the punishment for our sins so someday we can be healed of all pain forever in heaven. 

Do you know something else? This is very important. Listen carefully. Jesus died on the cross, but He is alive right now. We can tell Him our hurts and ask Him to help us. Sometimes He will take our hurts completely away, like the blind man. Other times we will have to wait for healing, like Xiao Hung. Always Jesus loves us and will comfort and strengthen us. That reminds me of today’s special words. *JESUS HELPS US – Give Jesus your hurts.

End with a brief prayer with children repeating after each line.

Dear God, (repeat)
Thank You for being here. (repeat)
Thank You for sending Jesus. (repeat)
Jesus helps us  (repeat)
So we can give Him our hurts. (repeat)
Thank You! Thank You! Thank You! (repeat)
Amen. (repeat)
Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
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Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

What did the blind man’s friends to do to help him? (They took him to Jesus and asked Jesus to heal him.)

What did Jesus do to heal the blind man? (Jesus spit in the man’s eyes and touched the man’s eyes with his hands.)
What are some hurts you have had? (Answers will vary but may include cut my finger, got sick, or hurt my arm.)
What can you do when you get hurt? (Children may answer “get help from my mom,” “go to the doctor,” etc. Confirm each answer but if none of the children mention asking Jesus to help, remind them of this point.)
Activity 1: “Cross Picture” Craft
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Supplies needed: cross cut from manila card for each child; cotton balls; gauze; plasters; heart stickers; glue

To make the heart pictures:

1. Pass out the cross copies on manila card.

2. Have the children close their eyes and imagine they are blind.

3. With their eyes still closed, one-by-one have the children touch the cotton ball. After each child has had a turn to touch it, have him try to guess what it is. Have the children open their eyes. Explain that the softness of the cotton ball is a reminder of the softness of Jesus’ touch when He healed the blind man. Have them glue the cotton ball onto the cross.

4. Repeat using the gauze. Explain that the gauze is stretchy and Jesus’ love stretches to cover all our pain.

5. Repeat with the plaster, letting the children touch the sticky part of the plaster. Explain that when we don’t give Jesus our hurts they stick to us and hurt us even more.

6. Repeat with the heart sticker. Explain that some hurts aren’t body hurts but heart hurts, like when someone teases us and hurts our feelings. But we can take those hurts to Jesus and He can heal our broken hearts.

Explain that they put all the items on the cross because the cross is the reason we can take our hurts to Jesus. When Jesus died on the cross, all our hurts were nailed to the cross with Him. Practice the take home point: *JESUS HELPS US – Give Jesus your hurts.

Activity 2: “Seeing Eyes” Snack

Supplies needed: serviettes; cups; water or juice; two slices of hard boiled egg per child; oyster sauce; two salted biscuits per child
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To make seeing eyes:
1. Give each child two slices of hard boiled egg.

2. Allow each child to put one drop of oyster sauce on each slice of egg. 
3. Pass out the salted biscuits and have the children use them to cover their oyster sauce eyes. Explain that when the man in the Bible event couldn’t see, it was like his eyes were covered.

4. Remind the children that the man’s friends asked Jesus to help the blind man and Jesus healed him. When he was healed, it was like his eyes were uncovered. Have the children take the salted biscuits off the eyes.

As the children eat, practice the take home point. *JESUS HELPS US – Give Jesus your hurts.
Activity 3: “Hot Sweet Potato” Game

Supplies needed: sweet potato or bean bag; bell

Have the children stand in a circle and pass the sweet potato (or bean bag) around quickly. Explain that you are pretending the sweet potato is hot and if they keep it too long, they will get burnt. When you ring the bell, the child holding the sweet potato will sit down. Play until one “winner” is standing.

Explain to the children that our hurts are like the sweet potato. If we keep them to ourselves too long, we get hurt even more. But if we give our hurts to Jesus quickly, He loves us and will help us. Practice the take home point: *JESUS HELPS US – Give Jesus your hurts.

Activity 4: “Blind Walk”
Purpose: Help kids to memorize and keep scriptures at heart. Using creative ways to help kids enjoy learning the key verse and in small group setting.

Supplies needed: white board, marker, one blind fold for each child
Memory Verse:  John 14:6 ~ I am the way, and the truth, and the life.
Memory Verse Learning:

The Shepherd blind folds every child. Then, have the children recite the memory verse a few times. The shepherd tells the group that we are going to pretend to be a blind man like today’s Bible Event. The shepherd will lead the children for a walk around the room. He then says, “Jesus heals the blind man! Let’s take off our blind fold because we are healed.” Give a cheer and then recite the memory verse. The shepherd can repeat the activity if time permits.
Prayer Time: 

Designate a chair as a “sick chair.” One by one the children sit in the chair and tell the shepherd a sickness they either have now or had at one time. The shepherd and all the other children put their hands on the child in the chair. The shepherd prays for the child. If the child in the prayer says a sickness she has now, the shepherd asks Jesus to heal it. If it is a sickness that has already healed, the shepherd thanks Jesus for healing the sickness.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Xiao Er, struggles with learning the take home point. The presenter shows an example of each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Supplies needed: Xiao Er puppet; samples from today’s small group activities

Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Presenter shows Xiao Er a craft made in Activity 1. Then the kids attempt to teach Xiao Er the take home point.

Presenter says to kids:
“Jesus helps us…”

Kids say:  


“…Give Jesus your hurts”

Presenter says to Xiao Er: “Jesus helps us…”
Xiao Er says: 
“Don’t eat cotton balls!”

Presenter shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Xiao Er the take home point.  Continue in this manner with Presenter showing example of each activity.  Here are Xiao Er’s responses:

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 2 sample: “Don’t throw marshmallows!”

Xiao Er’s response to Activity 3 sample: “Don’t run with potatoes!”
Xiao Er’s response to Activity 4 sample: “Don’t walk with eyes open!”
Presenter says: 
“Xiao Er, listen one last time.

Jesus helps us…”

Kids’ response: 
“…Give Jesus your hurts”

Presenter says to Xiao Er:  “Jesus helps us…”

Xiao Er’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice) “JESUS HELPS US – GIVE JESUS YOUR HURTS.”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Lesson 40

Large Group Opening:

· Xiao Hung puppet
· puppet-sized sling

· cross prominently displayed on the stage area (can be an altar cross you use from week-to-week)

· Bible 

· stand for Bible
Small Group Application:

Activity 1:

· cross cut from manila card for each child

· cotton balls

· gauze

· plasters

· heart stickers

· glue

Activity 2:
· serviettes

· cups

· water or juice

· two slices of hard boiled egg per child
· oyster sauce

· two salted biscuits per child

Activity 3:

· sweet potato or bean bag
· bell

Activity 4:

· white board

· marker

· one blindfold for each child

Large Group Wrap-Up:

· Xiao Er puppet

· samples from today’s small group activities
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