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Warm-Up:  
Imagine you are an athlete who can select the football team for which you will play your entire 
career. Two teams are available. Both have existed for a long time with records that can be 
examined. On one team, the playbook encourages losing behavior; players can do whatever 
they want, even if it is detrimental to the game and other players; the team runs up and down 
the field but never scores; players are treated more cruelly the longer they are on the team; it 
has no chance of winning the championship. On the other team, players work together for one 
coach with a perfect game plan; players must be disciplined and work hard to succeed; the 
playbook has proven success; the coach provides everything necessary to win; winning the 
championship is guaranteed. What team would you choose? 
 
Read: 2 Thessalonians 3:3 
 
Observation (What happened?):  
From whom do we need protection? 
 
Who is the one who strengthens and protects us? 
 
Interpretation (What does it mean?):  
What does it mean that the Lord is faithful to us? 
 
What kind of protection and strength do we need against Satan? 
 
Insight: 
We all need the strength of God and his protection when we are attacked or tempted by Satan. 
We need his wisdom to discern the devil’s attempts to turn us to sin, and we need to call on God 
for his strength as soon as temptation hits us soft or hits us hard. We need his strength to say 
no to sin, and we need his protection to keep us from Satan’s malice and hatred. But what is 
amazing about us as God’s creation, and about him as our infinite God, is that we each need 
him in a unique way. Think about that – of all the billions of people who have ever lived or live 
now, you are unique, and God knows it. He understands you better than you do yourself; he 
knows exactly what you need and how best to take care of you. In fact, as today’s verse says, 
he is ready and able to give you the strength and protection you need to overcome Satan’s 
subtle scheming. You just need to ask. So the next time you encounter blatant temptation, or 
just a little urge comes along to do what you know is wrong, call on God right away. Don’t wait. 
And don’t try to resist in your own strength either, because you can’t do it. But God can. 
 
Application (What does it mean to me?): 
How has God shown his protection and strength to you this week? Thank him for it. 
 
Pray for the children in your small group to recognize their need for God’s strength and 
protection in resisting Satan’s attacks. 

Shepherd’s Path 
A Shepherd’s Personal Devotions 

God, What About… Series, Lesson 55 
Lesson Title: … Satan 

Take Home Point: Jesus won the victory over 
Satan.  

Date: _______________ 
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