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Bible Basis: Jeremiah 1:4–10; 2:21–28; 5:1–2; 16:17–19; 2 Chronicles 36:1–16
Memory Verse: I say to myself, “The Lord is everything I will ever need. So I will put my hope in him.” —Lamentations 3:24 NIV
Take Home Point: God’s people suffer because of their sin, but God still loves them. His love for me will never end.
Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 17: “The Kingdoms Fall”
How does this address a need in our kids’ lives?
Kids often hear of God’s love for them. However, sometimes they miss another important truth. God is holy and he judges sin. In other words, God punishes sin. Children need to know this so they can appreciate God removing their sin from them so they do not receive eternal punishment. Then they can see the depth of God’s love for them. As they experience the love of the Father, they are reminded that there are still consequences for sin. These consequences help us to repent of our sin and turn back to Jesus. Consequences of sin are always to our benefit if we respond by returning to God and his forgiveness. 

How does Jesus fill this need?
Jesus for us: Jesus became sin for us so that God would punish him instead of us and we would not receive eternal death.
Jesus in us: Through the power of the Holy Spirit, God can fashion in us the character of Christ even as we are shaped by his discipline. 
Jesus through us: We can invite others to receive Jesus’ love, but can warn as well that people need to turn away from rebellion and the punishment it brings.
Stamp of Excellence:

Remind the kids what excellent worship looks like. We are in God’s presence to honor him. Put on your best manners. This might include wearing your name tag, participating eagerly at all times, listening when the leader is talking, raising your hand to speak, not distracting others, playing the learning game with cooperation, singing enthusiastically, and praying reverently. Offer rewards or positive reinforcement to those who worship with excellence. 
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Invocation:

Let kids bring forward the worship symbols, such as the cross, candles, Bible, and offering plate. Invite God’s presence and call by name Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Attention Grabber:

Capture the children’s attention and help them focus on the worship theme for the day.

Begin by introducing “The Story” series…

The Bible is one big story made of many little stories.  

The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  

The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”  
What happened this past week?  How many of you read your “Story for Children” (hold up book) at home?  

Your life is a story also…and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!
As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!  
Let’s take a look at what happened over the last couple of weeks in God’s Story.  And I wonder what’s going to happen today?!

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play both the Story Rewind and the current Story Scene:  

Call up a volunteer. Whisper in his/her ear to pretend to be in “time out.” Ask him/her to sit still and quiet in a chair that you have placed in a corner and to stare in one spot on the wall. Say to the audience: 

Kids, what do you think is happening to my volunteer here? Can you guess what he/she is doing or where he/she is? What does this position remind you of? 

Take guesses until kids answer, “time out.” Then say:
Show by hand, how many of you have been put into “time out” because you did something wrong? 

If some kids do not raise hands, then ask: 

Now, if you didn’t raise your hand for the last question, I want you to raise it now if you have ever in your life been in trouble. Silent poll.
Well, it looks as if everyone has done something wrong at some point in your life. Maybe it was on purpose because you just got selfish and wanted to do a bad thing even though you knew it was wrong. Or, maybe you didn’t even know you were doing something wrong until you got into trouble. That’s the whole point of discipline and punishment, to teach us right from wrong. 

How does it feel to be punished by your parents?  
Interview a few kids.
It doesn’t feel good to be punished, so being thankful for our punishment is the last thing we feel like doing. Does a parent who disciplines us not love us any more? No, of course not. So why would someone who loves you treat you in a way that makes you feel bad? 

It is our parents’ job to punish or discipline us when we do something wrong? If they didn’t love us, then when we made a mistake or disobeyed them, they would say, “I don’t care what you do,” or “I don’t want you in my family anymore.” But parents want to teach us the importance of obeying. They want to teach us because they love us and want us to learn right from wrong.

Take the child out of “time out,” give him/her a hug and have him/her sit back with the group.

Today we are going to learn more about God giving a time out to his people, but before we do that lets worship God for being the perfect father.
Songs of Worship:

Choose two or three songs. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God!

Your choice of music
The Power of the Cross: 

Jesus has given his life for us that we might have forgiveness and power to live for him. 

Supplies: A crown cut from poster board, a large heart cut from poster board, masking tape, signs (See appendix), cross

Crown – Perfect Holiness

Show the crown.

Next to the crown, place the sign “Perfect holiness.” Say:

God is perfect in every way. He is holy. There is no sin in him. He has never done anything wrong. Therefore he cannot tolerate sin. Only those who are also perfect can see God face to face and live. This crown reminds us of God. He made everything in the whole universe and is king over all. 

Heart – Perfect Love

Show the heart.

Place the sign says “Perfect love,” next to the heart.

God loves all that he made. He especially loves people. He made people so that they could live forever with him and enjoy his love. His love is willing to give them the very best. His love is so perfect that he would even consider the needs of others before he considers himself.  This heart reminds us of something else about God. The Bible says that God is love. 

Select two volunteers – a boy and a girl to come and sit in the two chairs on the stage. Place the Adam and Eve signs on them. Then say to the audience:

Did Adam and Eve sin? Did they eat of this fruit in the middle of the garden? Yes. Look at our two people up here. Imagine that they are Adam and Eve. Did they sin? Do they deserve to be punished? Yes. Does God punish sin? Yes. That means they must die. Has everyone sinned? Yes, that’s just like you and me. We are like Adam and Eve disobeying God. Do we deserve to be punished for our sin? Yes. 

When sin entered the world through Adam and Eve, God choose a certain people to carry out his will.  He chose Abraham to be the forefather of the Israelites, God’s chosen people.  God set out to show his people his power by saving them from enemies, slavery, and famine, and asked that his people worship him.  His people followed him for a while but then started worshiping false idols.  God warned his people and they still disobeyed.  God sent one last prophet… Jeremiah.  When they didn’t listen to him, God gave his people to their enemy. 
But God loved his people very much. He loves you and me very much. He doesn’t want us removed from him or cast away from his presence like we deserve because of our sin. If he is a perfect God, he must punish sin, but if he has perfect love, he doesn’t want us to live without him. What does he do?
The Crown and Heart Come Together
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This is what God does. 

Take a long strip of masking tape and make a double-sided sticky loop by attaching the ends with the adhesive side facing outward. Place it on the crown, somewhere vertically in the middle. Take another strip of masking tape, a bit shorter, and make it a double-sided sticky loop in the same way. Place this loop horizontally through the top area of the first loop to form a cross on the poster board. 

This tape reminds us that God’s perfect holiness and perfect love come together in the cross. God figured out a way to punish sin by laying all of our sin on his Son, Jesus. That way he perfectly fulfills the law and perfectly loves at the same time. 

Move the heart from its position on the wall and place it on the tape, sticking the heart and crown together. 

Jesus took all of our sins on himself and was punished for us. Because God’s justice was fulfilled through Jesus, we can spend forever with him after our body dies. 

Song of Response:
Choose a song to help the children turn to Jesus. Or, you may want help them celebrate what God has done by singing a song of  praise. 

Your choice of music

Offering:
Teach the importance of giving and talk about the mission activities they are supporting.

Place the offering basket on the “time out” chair. Invite kids to place their offerings in it and as they do, to think about times they’ve been disciplined. Remind them to be thankful for the love that comes with discipline.

Learning Game:

Some churches dismiss children from the adult service at this time to join Kids Church. The learning game provides a fun kinesthetic activity to help kids connect with each other. The learning point will help reinforce the theme of the day.

“More or Less Clothespins”

Supplies needed: five clothespins per child

Have each child clip five clothespins to his/her own clothes. When the leader says, “Go!” the children should remove the clothespins from their own clothes and try to clip them onto other people. As soon as they have removed all of the clothespins from their clothes and have attached them to others’ clothes, they can sit down. The challenge is that kids must clip clothespins to others more quickly than others clip clothespins to them. The first five children to sit down are the winners.


After they have played several rounds, have the large group leader step in and say: 

Now let’s play the game again, but this time, instead, pin your clothespins on me.

Stand still in the room with arms out and see how quickly the clothespins are removed from the kids onto you. Point out that when you’re not clipping anyone back, you become an easy target and are quickly covered by all the clothespins. Then say:

How was I like Jesus? Jesus lets us pin all of our sins onto him, be set free and win the game.

Learning Point

In order to win this game, you do something kind of unusual. Rather than trying to collect the most clothespins, the object of the game is to give your clothespins to others. Most often we win games by getting more for ourselves. However, in this game, and in the Christian life, we win by giving more of ourselves to others – just like Jesus gave more of himself to us.
Bible Reading:
Option #1 Video

Supplies:

· objects to help demonstrate the refining process of gold (These objects could be a gold ring, a butane torch or a fondue burner.)

Show video excerpt from, The Chronicles of Narnia – The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, produced by Bridgestone Multimedia Group   (11/99). Order from http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=025970&netp_id=294892&event=EFIN|967390|80623#details.

Show from 2 hours 8 min. (2:08) “What is the matter…are you ill?” to 2:20 “Death itself will be denied.” (12 minutes total running time) This segment shows Aslan, the lion, exchanging his life for the boy’s life, yet arises from the dead because of a greater power.
Option #2 The Story

Supplies:

· Book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.

Read the seventeenth chapter of The Story for Children.

Witness and Tell:

Give children opportunities to share how God is working in their lives. It is best to use a microphone to ask children interview questions around the theme for the day.

Have kids share a time they took the blame for something bad they didn’t do. Why were they willing to take the blame? 

Or have them share a time when someone else took the blame for something bad they did.

Prayer:

Let the kids pray out loud. If you are using a microphone, invite children to form a prayer line and speak their thanksgivings or requests. If you have portable microphones, you can roam the audience. Kids can also go to prayer stations set up for specific types of prayer. 

Options: (select one from the options below)
Prayer Line Option: Kids line up and take turns stepping in front of the microphone to speak their prayers briefly.

Prayer Chair: Adults or children with special prayer needs are invited to sit in chairs. Kids gather around them, lay hands on their shoulders or knees, and take turns praying.

Popcorn Prayer: The leader moves through the crowd with a microphone and turns it toward kids who are raising their hands to pray. The kids speak their prayers into the microphone.

Lord’s Prayer:  Lead the children through the Lord’s Prayer, phrase by phrase, or let them pray the entire prayer along with you.

Blessing:

Speak a blessing prayer over the children. Personalize this to your setting. Use a special scripture verse or blessing around the theme of the day.

Song of Sending:

Choose one song. Briefly introduce song so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God.

Your song of choice

Supplies:

Attention Grabber and 
· chair
The Power of the Cross

· a crown cut from poster board 

· a large heart cut from poster board 

· masking tape 

· signs (see appendix)

· cross

Learning Game

· clothespins

Bible Reading

· video excerpt from, The Chronicles of Narnia – The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe, produced by Bridgestone Multimedia Group, (11/99)—order from: http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=025970&netp_id=294892&event=EFIN|967390|80623#details 
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Warn the kids to be careful to clip the clothespins only to articles of clothing and to avoid pinching anyone’s skin.





Witness





Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.





Appendix: Bible Reading Signs:
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