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Bible Basis: Matthew 5:2–12; 6:5–15; 14:22–32; Mark 4:30–41; 6:30–44; Luke 10:25–37; 15:1–7; John 6:66–71
Memory Verse: We believe and know that you are the Holy One of God. —John 6:69, NIV 
Take Home Point: Jesus teaches his friends and the crowds. I can learn from Jesus.  
Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 24: “No Ordinary Man”  

How does this address a need in our kids’ lives?
Kids need to understand that Jesus was not just a great teacher, but he was also the Savior to the World.  Jesus did many miracles and told many parables to display that he was much more than human, but also God.  We can learn from Jesus’ miracles and parables as well as bow before the throne and claim that Jesus is King.
How does Jesus fill this need?
Jesus for us: Jesus teaches us and died for us.  He prunes us and refines us and waters our roots with his spirit.  We are saved by his sacrifice when he took on our sin and transgressions.
Jesus in us: Jesus’ words move us to live a life devoted to him.  We open our hearts to receive his blessing of eternal life.
Jesus through us: Jesus works through us to preach the word.  The Spirit sends us out to display the same power of God that Jesus did.  The Spirit molds us to be changed people.
Stamp of Excellence:
Remind the kids what excellent worship looks like. We are in God’s presence to honor him. Put on your best manners. This might include wearing your name tag, participating eagerly at all times, listening when the leader is talking, raising your hand to speak, not distracting others, playing the learning game with cooperation, singing enthusiastically, and praying reverently. Offer rewards or positive reinforcement to those who worship with excellence.
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Invocation:
Let kids bring forward the worship symbols, such as the cross, candles, Bible, and offering plate. Invite God’s presence and call by name Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Attention Grabber:
Capture the children’s attention and help them focus on the worship theme for the day.
Supplies: a bathrobe or choir robe or any robe to symbolize what Jesus would have worn.
The Bible is one big story made of many little stories.

The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  
The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”

How many of you read your “Story for Children” (hold up book) at home this week?

Your life is a story also… and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!

As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!

Let’s take a look at what happened over the last couple of weeks in God’s Story.  And I wonder what’s going to happen today.
Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play both the Story Rewind and the current Story Scene:
Later we will zoom in for a closer look at a part of today’s story… a true story from the Bible. 
Have a volunteer come forward and put the robe on him or her. Then say:

Today, this robe is used to remind us of the robes Jesus wore when he lived on earth many years ago. Do you think his robe had magical powers? Let kids respond…
In the Bible one woman just wanted to be close enough to Jesus to touch the hem of his garment and when she touched it, she was healed.
Reach down and show the kids where the hem is. 
Jesus revealed to the women who touched his hem that he wasn’t just an ordinary man, but he was the messiah.  Messiah means “anointed one”—or chosen special by God to be the King. When Jesus came to earth, he claimed to be the Messiah, but some people did not know what that meant. These people did not see the “big picture.” They thought the Messiah would be someone to free them from the Romans who ruled their country. They did not see Jesus in a big enough way. They needed to back up and get the “big picture” of Jesus, the Messiah, and see him as the one who would free them from something more hurtful than the Roman soldiers. We will talk about that today.  Let’s worship Jesus for setting us free.

Songs of Worship:
Choose two or three songs. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God!
Your choice of music
The Power of the Cross:
Jesus has given his life for us that we might have forgiveness and power to live for him.
Open the Bible to Isaiah. 

Many people wondered who the Messiah would be. Over 500 years before Jesus was born, the prophet Isaiah talked of the Promised One—the Messiah. As I read this verse in the Bible, listen to see how you think Jesus fits this description. 

Make a small hole with your hand and look through it as you read Isaiah 53:5 and 12b: 

“He was wounded for our rebellious acts. He was crushed for our sins. He was punished so that we could have peace, and we receive healing from his wounds.” It also says in Isaiah 53:12b, “…he poured out his life in death and he was counted with sinners. He carried the sins of many…”
Now when we see the big picture… 

Back up and focus on the cross on the altar or another cross of your choice. 

…we see that the Messiah was the one punished for our sin.

Let’s ask him to lift away any sin that we have in our life and give us forgiveness.

Dear God, thank you for sending the Messiah, Jesus. We thank him for taking away our sin—all of the bad things we have done. He was punished for us so that we can be forgiven. Please forgive us. 

Jesus, come to live in our hearts and help us see that you are always with us. You are a “big enough” God to supply all our needs. In your name… Amen.
Song of Response:
Choose a song to help the children turn to Jesus. Or, you may want to help them celebrate what God has done by singing a song of praise. 
 Your choice of music
Offering:
Teach the importance of giving and talk about the mission activities they are supporting.
Tell about this month’s mission project. Put the hula hoop on the floor and place the offering bucket on a stool behind it and say:

Let’s pretend that this hula hoop or string circle is our offering plate. When you give your offering, step into the “offering circle.” 

Even if you don’t have money to give, you can still offer yourself back to God. Since Jesus gave himself for us, when we give our possessions to him, it symbolizes that we are giving ourselves back to him.


Learning Game:
Some churches dismiss children from the adult service at this time to join Kids Church. The learning game provides a fun kinesthetic activity to help kids connect with each other. The learning point will help reinforce the theme of the day.
Time Bomb Giving

Several balloons and the backyard game, Water Balloon Time Bomb, are needed for each group for this activity. Children can be divided into groups of eight for more involvement.

In this game, a water balloon is placed in a plastic cage, which is a time bomb, as it is tossed amongst the kids. After a few seconds, the water balloon will explode. Obviously, it is not possible to use a water balloon in Kids Church, but this game still works with an air-inflated balloon.

Typically, the person who is holding the time bomb in his hands when it explodes is the one who is eliminated from the circle. However, in this game the person who just threw the balloon before it popped is the one who is awarded a piece of penny candy. 

The object of the game is to first have possession of the balloon and to then give it away. The strategy is to give it away as quickly as you receive it. So it is with our Christian life. We first must receive from God the presence of Jesus, but he is not to be kept to ourselves. We pass Jesus to our friends and others as we share Jesus’ love in our words and actions. 

If the water balloon contraption is not available, throwing around the circle a ball or—more effectively—a wrapped gift to music can play the same game. When the music is stopped, the same effect happens. The person who has just tossed the gift is the one awarded the candy.

Bible Presentation:
Help children pay attention by giving them a word or concept to listen for as you read. Consider letting a child read who could do so with excellence.
Have adults dress up in costumes and come in to present the story to the children.
Presenter: 

Jesus told a story of a king and his servants.
King:


(Interrupts) Ta-dah! I am the king and I am rich. I’ve got many, many, many servants. (Points toward the audience.)

Presenter: 
This was a king who wanted to settle accounts with his servants.  

Forgiven Servant:
That’s me. I’m a servant. Yes, I am. And have I ever got it good. I have a rich, rich, rich master. He has lots and lots and lots of money that I’ve been helping, helping, helping myself to. I’ve been borrowing just a little bit here and a little bit there and I’m doing fine.

Presenter: 

When the king checked the IOUs, he found that this servant owed him millions and millions of dollars. (Holds up stack of IOUs.)
Forgiven Servant:
Millions and millions? 

King: 


Yes, millions and millions. Would you like to see how much you’ve borrowed? Bring it in, boys! 

(The presenter pulls some “servants” from the audience and gives them the garbage bags full of money to carry on stage. Conversations can ensue as to how much money that really is and whether they would want to count that all out. The “servants” can then return to the audience.)  

Forgiven Servant: 
Do I really owe you that much money?  

King:  


You sure do. This is how much you’ve borrowed from me.  

Presenter: 

Because this servant could not pay off the debt, the master ordered him to be sold off as a slave to pay the account.
King:  


That’s you, Bud. You’re out of here. (Points offstage.) Prison city. Until you pay every last nickel.  

Forgiven Servant:  
What can I do? What can I sell off? My car? My home? 

King:


That’s a starter, but you probably need to sell off your wife and kids, too.

Forgiven Servant:
Now how much do you think I’d get if I sold off my wife and kids?

(Wife and kids are escorted on stage by the presenter.)

Presenter:

How much do you think he’d get if he sold his wife and kids into slavery and even sold himself?

(The Forgiven Servant hands to the king a small stack of money. The king takes the short stack of money and shakes his head in disappointment.) 

King: 


Sorry, Bud. This is pretty far short. I figure you will have to be in prison about 3,000,263 days making license plates to be able to pay this off.

(The presenter can prompt some “wailing and complaining” from the wife, kids and Forgiven Servant.)

Presenter: 

Then the servant fell at his master’s feet and said… 

Forgiven Servant: 
Please, please, please! Be patient with me, and I will repay everything! 

(Prompted by the presenter, the Forgiven Servant, his wife, and children continue to wail and groan.) 

Presenter: 

The king felt sorry for his servant. 

King: 


(Says to himself.) Ah, poor guy. Well, it’s only a couple million dollars. Maybe he’s worth it. Yes, I think he is. Sure, he might have swindled the money from me but, after all, he’s one of my servants. And he is a person. Yeah, I guess he is worth it.  

Servant & Family:
(Groveling.) Yes, yes, yes!

Presenter: 

So the master felt sorry for his servant, freed him, and canceled his debt. 

Servant & Family: 
(Jump up and shout.) Yes! We’re free! We’re outta here!  

King: 


Whew! That cost me a lot, but he is worth it. I just hope he remembers what I have done for him so he really can be free.

(Characters exit.)

Presenter: 

Now the forgiven servant went away and found another servant who owed him money. 

Forgiven Servant: 
(Enters.) I’m free! I’m a free man! I’m rich, rich, rich because I’ve been forgiven millions, millions, and millions. Isn’t that good, good, good, good? I’ve been forgiven all those IOUs. (Throws the IOUs in the air. Then reaches into his pocket and finds another IOU and reads it.) What’s this? Someone owes me money? Well, let’s just see.

Presenter: 

The forgiven servant found the other servant who owed him money.
Forgiven Servant:
Bring him in here! 

(Other servant enters.)

Forgiven Servant: 
Let’s just see how much you owe me. Bring in the amount of money you owe.  

(Other servant brings in one of the garbage bags completely empty, except for one dollar in it. It is pulled out and displayed with great pride.)
Forgiven Servant:
How do you like that? Look at the money you owe me. It’s time to pay up, buddy.  

Presenter: 
But the servant could not pay him. So the other servant begged him. “Please, please, please. Give me until Friday.

Other Servant:
(Prompted to repeat.) Please, please, please. Give me until Friday.  
Forgiven Servant: 
Friday? I want my money now. Cough it up. 
Other Servant: 
I’m sorry, but I don’t have it. Please, please, please.

Presenter: 

At that, the forgiven servant grabbed his fellow servant and began to choke him.
Forgiven Servant: 
(Pretends to choke the other servant.) Pay up, you bum. Pay what you owe.  

Presenter:               The other servant fell down at his feet and begged him.  

Other Servant: 
(Groveling.) Please, please, please. Give me until Friday.  

Presenter: 
The forgiven servant refused to forgive. Instead, he turned away and had the other servant put into prison until he would repay what he owed.
(Presenter drags him away.)

Other Servant:  
Please, please, please. Give me until Friday.  
Presenter: 

Then more servants who worked with him saw what had happened and felt very sad. I think I see some of the other servants here in the audience. What do you have to say about this?

Three Kids from Audience read from the screen
· That’s a rip-off. It’s not fair. 

· Did you see that? What a bully! I can’t believe it. 

· Someone ought to tell on him. He deserves to be punished for his lack of compassion!
Presenter: 

They went and told their master the whole story.
Kids from Audience 
· Put him in jail!
· We’re telling on him! 
· I wouldn’t trust him with a pile of dirt.
Presenter:              Then the king sent for him and said to him:

King:


(Enters) You evil servant! I canceled your entire debt because you begged me. Shouldn’t you have treated the other servant as mercifully as I treated you? (Grabs the forgiven servant by his ear and scolds him. They move to the center. The Forgiven Servant kneels down in remorse. Without a word the King points to offstage where the servant will be sent. The silence emphasizes the Presenter’s next line.)
Presenter: 
His master was so angry that he handed him over to the torturers until he would repay everything that he owed.

(The presenter takes the servant off in silence. The king exits in the opposite direction.)  

Application:
The Story

Supplies:

· Book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.

Read the twenty-fourth chapter of The Story for Children.

Witness and Tell:
Give children opportunities to share how God is working in their lives. It is best to use a microphone to ask children interview questions around the theme for the day.
Prayer:
Let the kids pray out loud. If you are using a microphone, invite children to form a prayer line and speak their thanksgivings or requests. If you have portable microphones, you can roam the audience. Kids can also go to prayer stations set up for specific types of prayer. 
Options: (select one from the options below)
_____ Prayer Line Option:  Kids line up and take turns stepping in front of the microphone to speak their prayers briefly.
_____ Prayer Chair: Adults or children with special prayer needs are invited to sit in the chairs. Kids gather around them, lay hands on their shoulders or knees and take turns praying.
_____ Popcorn Prayer: The leader moves through the crowd with a microphone and turns it toward kids who are raising their hands to pray. The kids speak their prayers into the microphone.
Lord’s Prayer:  Lead the children through the Lord’s Prayer, phrase by phrase, or let them pray the entire prayer along with you.
Blessing:
Speak a blessing prayer over the children. Personalize this to your setting. Use a special scripture verse or blessing around the theme of the day.
Song of Sending:
Choose one song. Briefly introduce song so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God.
Your choice of music
Supplies:
Attention Grabber: 
· bathrobe or choir robe or any robe to symbolize what Jesus would have worn
Learning Game

· balloons and the backyard game
· Water Balloon Time Bomb
Bible Event:
· costumes, one for the servant and one for the king 
· throne
· props (optional)
Application

· Book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.
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Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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