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Bible Basis: Acts 20:22–28, 36–38; 22:22–29; 27:1, 9–41; 28:1–10
Memory Verse: I only want to complete the work the Lord Jesus has given me. He wants me to give witness to others about the good news of God’s grace. —Acts 20:24, NIV 
Take Home Point: Paul served God with his whole life. God wants me to serve him, too.  
Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 30: “Paul’s Final Days”  

How does this address a need in our kids’ lives?
Knowing how to serve and who to serve is extremely important in a society that emphasizes independence over self-sacrifice.  Kids need to understand Jesus calls us to service just like he called the disciples.  No matter how old we are, who we are, where we are, or what we’re doing, God wants to use us to serve him.
How does Jesus fill this need?
Jesus for us: Jesus served us with the ultimate self-sacrificing act in history, his death on the cross.  Jesus showed us how to serve and why we should serve.
Jesus in us: Jesus forgives our sins and works in us to create a new person.  Jesus works in us wherever we are in whatever walk of life we are in.
Jesus through us: Jesus works in us to preach the good news.  Our act of service is the spirit working through us to be an example to the world.
Stamp of Excellence:
Remind the kids what excellent worship looks like. We are in God’s presence to honor him. Put on your best manners. This might include wearing your name tag, participating eagerly at all times, listening when the leader is talking, raising your hand to speak, not distracting others, playing the learning game with cooperation, singing enthusiastically, and praying reverently. Offer rewards or positive reinforcement to those who worship with excellence.
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Invocation:
Let kids bring forward the worship symbols, such as the cross, candles, Bible, and offering plate. Invite God’s presence and call by name Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Attention Grabber:
Capture the children’s attention and help them focus on the worship theme for the day.
The Bible is one big story made of many little stories.

The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  
The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”

How many of you read your “Story for Children” (hold up book) at home this week?

Your life is a story also… and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!

As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!

Let’s take a look at what happened over the last couple of weeks in God’s Story.  And I wonder what’s going to happen today?!

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play both the Story Rewind and the current Story Scene:
Later, we will zoom in for a closer look at a part of today’s story… a true story from the Bible. 
Supplies: wrapped candy, writing pen

Kids, let’s have a very quick scavenger hunt. This is what I’m looking for. See if you can find it. Look in your pockets or purses for anything on you that might be used by God to serve others. 

For example, in my pocket is a piece of candy. I could use that to serve God by sharing it with someone who had a hard day and needed an act of kindness shown to them. Also in my pocket is a pen. How could I use a pen to serve God? If I were to write a note to someone telling him or her I was praying for him or her, do you think that would be something that would serve God? What can you think up? 

The purpose of this scavenger hunt is to think of ways you could serve God with the small things you have around you.

Only spend a minute looking and about two minutes letting children tell what they found. Then read 1 Corinthians 1:26-27, 30
“Brothers and sisters, consider what you were when God called you to be Christians. Not many of you were wise from a human point of view. You were not in powerful positions or in upper social classes. But God chose what the world considers nonsense to put wise people to shame… You are partners with Christ Jesus because of God.” 

This implies that God even chooses small people or little things to be used by him. You kids can be partners with Christ. God can use you to share the good news with others. Let’s think of God using us today when we give him our worship and praise.

Songs of Worship:
Choose two or three songs. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God!
Your choice of music
The Power of the Cross:
Jesus has given his life for us that we might have forgiveness and power to live for him
Show a note, like an official note used at school. 

Kids, have you ever received a note at school to let you out of class at a certain time, maybe to go to a doctor or dentist appointment? I’m going to read from the Bible about someone who had more than just a note to get out of class, but whose job was to be sent to a whole different world. Who do you think it is?

Let’s read John 3:17 “God sent his Son into the world,..” Who was sent? Yes, God’s Son, Jesus. Sent by his heavenly Father for what purpose? 

Let’s read on. “…not to condemn the world, but to save the world.” To condemn the world means to punish the world. To save the world means to rescue the world. Was he sent to punish the world? No, he was sent to save the world. 

How did he do that? He did it when he died on the cross for the sin of the whole world. He took our punishment on himself. But listen carefully. Who will receive that gift? I’ll read in verse 18. “Those who believe in him won’t be condemned.” 

Does that mean they are saved? Yes. Does that mean that they won’t be punished for their sin after they die? Yes. But let me read the other portion as well. “But those who don’t believe are already condemned because they don’t believe in God’s only Son.” What happened to them? They were condemned. That means that if they don’t believe in Jesus here on earth, after they die, they will be punished. 

So this passage describes two kinds of people: those who believe in Jesus and those who don’t believe in Jesus. Those who believe will be saved and those who don’t will be condemned. Which one are you?

Every day we can come to Jesus and trust him. We can tell him about our sins and know that he takes them away. We can be the ones that believe in him. Let’s pray together.

Dear God, thank you for sending Jesus into our world to be our Savior. We want to be those who believe in Jesus and are saved, not one of those who don’t believe in him and are condemned. 

Jesus, we trust that you will take away our sin and fill us with your love. Right now in our hearts, we want to tell you anything that might be bothering us or tell you about any wrong things we’ve done so that you will forgive us and fill us with your love. Pause as the kids pray silently. Thank you for your forgiveness. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

.
Song of Response:
Choose a song to help the children turn to Jesus. Or, you may want to help them celebrate what God has done by singing a song of praise. 
Your choice of music
Offering:
Teach the importance of giving and talk about the mission activities they are supporting.
Supplies: string or hula hoop

Have the children come forward to place their offerings in the basket. Talk about how these offerings are a way we can say, “I love you, God” and he can use these offerings to serve and help people all over our town or city… even around the world. In a way, it’s just like a little of ourselves being sent out as an offering.
Use a string or hula hoop on the floor in front of the offering basket, explaining that money is not the only thing we can offer God. 

We can offer God our lives. He can use our talents and abilities to help lots of people. He will even send us to help friends or people at school or in the neighborhood or… maybe even people we’ve never met. 

God can send you to help others if you’re willing. So let’s think of our offering time today as stepping inside a super-sized offering plate and saying, “I’m willing that you would send me to help others.” If you’d like to make that offering, just come and stand in this “super-sized offering plate” for just a second as a way to tell God that you would like to be an offering used by him.



Learning Game:
Some churches dismiss children from the adult service at this time to join Kids Church. The learning game provides a fun kinesthetic activity to help kids connect with each other. The learning point will help reinforce the theme of the day.
Super-sized Kid Conveyor Belt


Explain that a conveyor belt is something that is used to roll objects along and move them from one place to another. We will make a conveyor belt that will move people along. 

Have kids form two lines facing each other about three feet apart. Each child should have a partner facing them with whom they will lock wrists so that each pair has a firm grasp of their partner. Next, have everyone making the conveyor belt move close together so that each child’s shoulder is touching another shoulder. Next, have the conveyor belt go to its knees. All children kneel while holding each other’s arms. 

Place an adult both at the loading end and at the receiving end. When kids are loaded on the conveyor belt, they must keep their bodies as straight and stiff as possible with their arms locked tightly to their sides and chins tucked to their chests. It is important that they not bend at the waist. 

A child is then loaded head first, placing their back on the conveyor belt. The conveyor belt then passes the child down the row by picking up portions of the child and moving him/her down the line. 

Once a child moves down the belt, adults can let the first two “conveyor belt” kids leave their positions at the beginning of the belt to be loaded next. Any child that doesn’t want to be passed down the line may walk around the “belt” and walk to the end of the line to help the conveyor belt progress. When children are passed down to the end, the adult prevents the child from falling when exiting. 

Because of the adding and subtracting of “belt” members and passengers, the belt will tend to move. Be aware of any obstacles or safety hazards.

The teaching point:  

God sends us into the world to serve other people. One way we serve the world is for our church to show us how to go out and do what God wants. The different kids in the conveyor belt line represent the worldwide church and its service to others.

Bible Presentation: 
Ahead of time, use masking tape to make the outline of a ship that is large enough for all the children to sit within it. Begin by designating one or more children (depending on the size of your group) to be guards.   The rest of the children are prisoners.  You can also give guards spray bottles filled with water to spray the prisoners when they are being disobedient.  Have the presenter dress up in sailor costume to tell the story.  A funny accent and stumbling attributes might be helpful for the scene.
Presenter:  
Hello there, who are you?

Sailor:  
I’m Stinkytooth Stan.  Here to tell the great story of Paul of Tarsus.

Presenter:  
Well if you have something important to say, Stinkytooth Stan, say it. 
Sailor:   
Argh! It was a long time ago that I met Paul of Tarsus.  It was a dark night after the waves had crashed our boat to shore that Paul told us his great story.  We were all prisoners, but Paul spoke of something that could set us free.

Paul started by telling the story of how he met a man named Jesus.  Paul met Jesus in the middle of the road to Damascus in the most miraculous way and decided to serve God with his whole life.  He talked of this people called Christians who believed Jesus had died on the cross and set everyone free from sin, Jews and Gentiles.  All of us prisoners thought he was crazy until a snake come out of the wilderness and bit him.   We were sure he was dead because it was an extremely venomous snake, but Paul just shook the snake off and went about his business.  From then we knew he was speaking the truth.

He continued by saying he traveled for many years starting new churches and visiting Christians until there were churches all over the place. Paul taught people to share the good news about Jesus with others. Many leaders in the Roman government wanted to stop the churches from growing because they thought Jesus had been a bad person. Since Paul was teaching about Jesus, these people kept trying to stop Paul from preaching.

Paul knew he might get caught soon, but he still kept on serving God. Jerusalem was a dangerous place for Christians, but when God wanted Paul to go to Jerusalem, that’s exactly what Paul decided to do. So he got on a boat headed to Jerusalem. Along the way, he stopped at a few places to say goodbye to his friends as he sailed toward Jerusalem.

One of the places Paul stopped was Miletus. From there, he sent for his friends who lived in Ephesus, and they came to see him. He talked about what would happen in Jerusalem. Then Paul hugged and kissed his friends and they said goodbye. He went on to Jerusalem.

Once he got to Jerusalem, some Roman soldiers found him, and Paul was taken to prison. A crowd shouted that Paul should die! So the commanding officer gave the order for Paul to be whipped.  
Paul said, “Does the law allow you to whip a Roman citizen who hasn’t even been found guilty?” The officer didn’t know Paul was a Roman citizen. Most Jews were not Roman citizens. The officer was shocked. He should not have put Paul, a Roman citizen, in chains. Since Paul was a citizen, he had special rights. Paul said that he wanted to have a trial in Rome with the emperor, Caesar.  Shortly after, Paul was put on a boat and sent off to the Roman Empire Capital, Rome.  That’s where I met Paul.  Paul spoke of his story and how a bad storm was going to crash the ship on a remote island.  No one believed him, not even the guards.
A gentle south wind began to blow, and the journey began. Before long, though, the gentle wind turned into a bad storm. The ship was in danger after all. Paul had been right all along. For two long weeks, the ship’s sailors fought against the storm, but everything got worse and worse. The sailors got so worried that they even stopped eating. Paul got everyone to eat to keep their strength up and said no one was going to be hurt. Encouraged, the sailors threw everything overboard they didn’t need. This made the ship lighter. But even that didn’t stop the danger. The ship got stuck on a sandbar and the pounding waves broke the ship to pieces. Everyone on board, 276 people, swam for shore.

Everyone made it safely!
After three months on Malta the weather was better, and another ship came to pick up the prisoners and sailors so they could continue their trip.

Paul was once again sailing for Rome. Once he got there, he was allowed to live in a house, but a soldier always guarded him to make sure he didn’t escape. He stayed there for two years. Paul used the time to write letters to churches and preach to people who came to see him at the house. Finally, Paul was put to death. He gave his whole life to serve God. All he ever wanted to do was finish the work God gave him to do and tell people about Jesus, and that is exactly what he did with me.  I am a changed man who knows Christ because of Paul. 
Well, it was nice meeting you all.  I must be back to the sea now, telling all those I meet about the man that Paul told me about, Jesus Christ.
Application
Option #1 The Story

Supplies:

· Book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.

Read chapter thirty of The Story for Children.
Option #2 Serve Where You Are Sent
Supplies: Have four signs printed “Who,” “Where,” “What,” and “How.” 

God wants to send each one of us to places where we can serve. But that doesn’t mean we have to go to foreign countries or even travel out of our city. It means he will use us in places we go every day like our school, our neighborhoods, our clubs and sports… and even in our family. The Bible says, “Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. “ (NIV)
Here are the questions we must ask ourselves to see how God uses us.

Show the signs as you discuss the points:

WHO
Who will God send? God will send anyone who is willing to be used by him, like the real little boy in the Bible who shared his two fish and five small barley loaves. 

WHERE
Where will he send you? He will send you wherever you are. Whether it is a long way from home or right at home. The important thing to remember is that wherever you are is the place that God has sent you and you can serve him there.

WHAT
What does he want you to share? He wants you to share what you have so that it might help others know of God’s love in Jesus. We can share what we have. We might have time to share and be someone’s friend. We might have special words that can encourage others. We might have understanding of who God is and how he sent Jesus. That is the most important thing we can share with others.

HOW
How will God use you? He will use you by helping you do and say the right things. It is important to remember to ask him to use you and trust that he will. He does wonderful things with willing hearts. That is why he trained his disciples by sending them out without money or other supplies.


Witness and Tell:
Give children opportunities to share how God is working in their lives. It is best to use a microphone to ask children interview questions around the theme for the day.
Prayer:
Let the kids pray out loud. If you are using a microphone, invite children to form a prayer line and speak their thanksgivings or requests. If you have portable microphones, you can roam the audience. Kids can also go to prayer stations set up for specific types of prayer. 
Options: (select one from the options below)
_____ Prayer Line Option:  Kids line up and take turns stepping in front of the microphone to speak their prayers briefly.
_____ Prayer Chair: Adults or children with special prayer needs are invited to sit in the chairs. Kids gather around them, lay hands on their shoulders or knees and take turns praying.
_____ Popcorn Prayer: The leader moves through the crowd with a microphone and turns it toward kids who are raising their hands to pray. The kids speak their prayers into the microphone.
Lord’s Prayer:  Lead the children through the Lord’s Prayer, phrase by phrase, or let them pray the entire prayer along with you.
Blessing:
Speak a blessing prayer over the children. Personalize this to your setting. Use a special scripture verse or blessing around the theme of the day.
Song of Sending:
Choose one song. Briefly introduce song so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God.
Your choice of music

Supplies:
Attention Grabber:
· wrapped candy

· writing pen 
Power of the Cross:

· a note

Offering:

· string or hula hoop

Bible Event:
· Tape

· Stinkytooth Stan costume

Application

· Four signs printed “Who,” “Where,” “What,” and “How.”
· Book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.
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If the weather is nice, play this game outside over a surface that is not hard such as grass. The object of the game is for the entire group to have success in transporting kids down a “kid conveyor belt.” 
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