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Bible Basis: 1 Kings 11:4–6; 12:1–33; 14:22–23, 26–28; 15:11–14, 16–24
Memory Verse: King Asa did what was right in the eyes of the Lord. —1 Kings 15:11 NIV
Take Home Point: God uses bad things to teach his people. I can learn from mistakes.
Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 14: “A Kingdom Torn in Two” 

How does this address a need in our kids’ lives?
Sin’s sticky stain remains constant throughout the bad things that happen in life.  Kids need to acknowledge that bad things happen in this world because sin is in the world.  Though these bad things happen, God gives us reassurance in his Word that we are not alone.  God used the bad mistakes of his people to show how powerful his law is and how we need the sacrifice that Jesus paid on the cross.  Children can look to the cross and be grateful because the suffering of Jesus produced fulfillment to the law and life in abundance.
How does Jesus fill this need?
Jesus for us: Jesus took the mistakes of the Pharisees persecution to give us the atoning sacrifice on the cross.
Jesus in us:  Jesus convicts us to confess our sins and turn to the cross.  The gospel inspires us to know that we are forgiven through Jesus.
Jesus through us:  Jesus wants us to love our neighbor even though they make mistakes.  God can make the sins of others against us turn into an opportunity to spread the gospel through a forgiving heart.
Stamp of Excellence: 
Remind the kids what excellent worship looks like. We are in God’s presence to honor him. Put on your best manners. This might include wearing your name tag, participating eagerly at all times, listening when the leader is talking, raising your hand to speak, not distracting others, playing the learning game with cooperation, singing enthusiastically, and praying reverently. Offer rewards or positive reinforcement to those who worship with excellence.
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Invocation: 
Let kids bring forward the worship symbols, such as the cross, candles, Bible, and offering plate. Invite God’s presence and call by name Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Attention Grabber: 
Capture the children’s attention and help them focus on the worship theme for the day.
The Bible is one big story made of many little stories.

The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  
The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”

How many of you read your “Story for Children” (hold up book) at home this week?

Today we will learn about how God helped King Asa learned from the mistakes of the King’s of Israel and Judah.
Your life is a story also… and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!

As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!

Let’s take a look at what happened over the last couple of weeks in God’s Story.  And I wonder what’s going to happen today?!

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play both the Story Rewind and the current Story Scene:
Later, we will zoom in for a closer look at a part of today’s story… a true story from the Bible. 
Supplies

· sheet unfolded on the stage 

· four note cards printed with the following directions: 

1. Run to the door
2. Hide under the sheet

3. Say out loud, “I didn’t do it. He did it.” (Point to someone in the audience.), 

4. Say out loud, “I admit I have sinned. Jesus, I need your forgiveness!” 

What are some of the things we might choose to do when we have made a mistake? I need four volunteers from the audience to help give an example of these directions.

The first volunteer is handed the note card that reads, “Run to the door.” Have the child read it to himself and follow the directions. Ask the audience to guess what this volunteer’s reaction was to a mistake he made; something that we sometimes choose to do. (Some people deal with their sins by running away from God – ignoring his commandments or thinking God doesn’t exist.) 
Give the second volunteer the card that reads, “Hide under the sheet.” Have the children guess that we can hide from our mistakes and pretend they never happened.

Give the third volunteer a card that reads, “Say out loud, ‘I didn’t do it. He did it.’ (Point to someone in the audience.)” Have the audience conclude that this reaction is blaming others for our mistakes.

The final volunteer is given the card that reads, “Say out loud, ‘I admit I have sinned. Jesus, I need your forgiveness!’” 
Today, we will be talking more about how the Isralite people made huge mistakes in worshping idols and how King Asa turned away from the sin of the people and worshiped the one true God.
Songs of Worship:
Choose two or three songs. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God!
Your choice of music
The Power of the Cross: 
Jesus has given his life for us that we might have forgiveness and power to live for him.
Invite a volunteer to come forward and name him “Sneaky Stewart.” Sit on a chair and have Sneaky Stewart look over your shoulder as you talk. Then, wad up a newssheet and hand it to Sneaky Stewart. Do this repeatedly, each time adding to Stewart’s armload of worry wads until they’re spilling onto the floor. For example:

Hi, boys and girls. This is Sneaky Stewart.  Sneaky Stewart has been very sneaky lately.  Sneaky Stewart went into his sisters room and read her super secret personal diary without permission. Sneaky. Sneaky.

Crumple up the paper and hand to Stewart. 

That’s not all Sneaky Stewart did.  Do you know what he did when his parents were out of town?  Sneaky Stewart took all the junk food from the pantries and watched movies his parents told him not to. Sneaky. Sneaky.

Crumple up the paper. 

Sneaky Stewart wasn’t done yet.  At the dinner table, Sneaky Stewart was forced to eat broccoli.  When no one was looking, he slipped his plate underneath the table and had the dog eat it.  Sneaky. Sneaky.
Crumple up page after page, frantically. Before long Stewart is overloaded with worry wads. 

Boys and girls, did you know what happen next?  Sneaky Stewart’s parents caught him.  When Sneaky Stewart read his sister’s diary he left it out on her bed.  Not so sneaky.  When Sneaky Stewart ate all the junk food he left remnants of potato chips all over the couch.  Not so sneaky.  When Sneaky Stewart sneaked his broccoli off the plate, the dog threw up green slime later that day. Not so sneaky.  After all that sneaking around, Stewart was left with guilt.

Hold up a crumbled wad.

When we make mistakes we feel guilty.  We feel guilty because we know we did something bad.  Maybe you remember a time when you felt guilty?  Did you learn something from it?

Have Stewart walk to center stage and lay the guilt on the sheet on the floor. (The backside of this sheet will have a cross made from construction paper taped to it with duct tape. The cross will not be visible until the sheet is turned upright to show the backside.)  
Today in Kids Church we are talking about how God shows us we can learn from our mistakes.  Even though Stewart made many bad mistakes, he let God teach him a valuable lesson.  Stewart knew he needed Jesus to take away the guilt he had stuffed up inside.  Lets worship God today by giving our guilt up to him so he can wash us clean.
Song of Response:
Choose a song to help the children turn to Jesus. Or, you may want to help them celebrate what God has done by singing a song of praise. 
Your choice of music
Offering:
Teach the importance of giving and talk about the mission activities they are supporting.

Learning Game:
Some churches dismiss children from the adult service at this time to join Kids Church. The learning game provides a fun kinesthetic activity to help kids connect with each other. The learning point will help reinforce the theme of the day.
“Bag of Guilt.”  
Divide the children into at least two teams, possibly boys versus girls. Give each team a special bag. The bags can be made with drawstring garbage sacks that are held open. Unbend a wire coat hanger and bend it into a circle. Thread the coat hanger through the garbage bag where the drawstring is located. Have one child from each team hold onto the drawstring with the bag on his back so it looks somewhat like a Santa Claus bag but will remain wired open. 

[image: image7.jpg]1%-4™ Grade



  [image: image2.jpg]


  [image: image3.jpg]




The object of the game is for each team to fill its bag with “guilt.” The kids without the bags will crumple newspapers into and throw them into their team’s bag. Mark off a distance between the throwers and the bag with masking tape. Create a line behind which girls and boys crumpling newspapers and throwing them must stand. Six feet beyond that make another line behind which the children with the bags stand. The children with the bags can move anywhere behind their line, especially up and down the line to give more of their teammates opportunities to shoot their newspaper wads” into the bag. To make it more challenging, you may want the children with bags to face the wrong way. Make and modify rules as needed.  

Conclude the game by saying:

Sometimes it is silly how we carry our guilt around with us like a big bag over our shoulders. Satan, who wants to rob our joy, will try to convince us to beat up ourselves about our sin.  These “guilt wads” are very small and light, but can add up to a lot if we don’t confess what we did was wrong.
Take the bags from the kids.

Instead, God wants us to confess our sins and give him the guilt stored up in our lives.  When we do that he sets us free.  

After the game, take the bags of “worry wads,” tie them shut (optional), and pile them at the foot of the cross in the worship area. 
Bible Presentation:
Help children pay attention by giving them a word or concept to listen for as you read. Consider letting a child read who could do so with excellence.
Supplies needed:  Divide the room into four groups.

1st Group says “Oh Yah”

2nd Group says “Uh-Oh”

3rd Group says “This means WAR!"
4th Group says “Not in my house.”
The first king of Israel was Saul. He was tall and handsome and popular, but he turned out to not be a very good leader. (2nd Group says “Uh-Oh”)

Next came David. David was a great king! Sure, he made some mistakes, but he was sorry for them and wanted to show his love for God more and more. (1st Group says “Oh Yah”)  Then came David’s son Solomon. Solomon started out as a great king who followed God’s ways. But as the years went by, he started making a lot of mistakes. (2nd Group says “Uh-Oh”) By the end, he had really messed up and he wasn’t really sorry. He had stopped worshiping God and no longer led the people in following God. When Solomon died, the kingdom where God’s people lived starting breaking apart. (3rd Group says “This means WAR!)
When Solomon’s son Rehoboam became king, the first thing he did was ignore dad’s wisdom so most of the people decided to start a new country, and God let them make a man named Jeroboam their king. Jeroboam wasn’t very smart, either. He let the people in the new country worship idols—things that were not the one true God. That was a mistake! (4th Group says “Not in my house.”)
The country Rehoboam ruled was called Judah, and the kingdom Jeroboam ruled was called Israel.   For the most part, the kings and people of Israel and Judah were very sinful. (2nd Group says “Uh-Oh”)   They worshiped all the wrong things, like sacred stone poles. These idols were not the one true God! (4th Group says “Not in my house.”)  The people made mistake after mistake. God would have to show them he was more powerful than their idols. He used bad things to teach his people that they should be following him. (2nd Group says “Uh-Oh”) Kings from other countries attacked God’s people and carried away their treasures. (2nd Group says “Uh-Oh”)

But still the people didn’t learn their lessons. Everything in Judah and Israel was falling apart. In addition to fighting the kings around them, Jeroboam and Rehoboam were fighting each other, too. (3rd Group says “This means WAR!) And when they died, their evil sons took the thrones and kept up the fighting. That was a mistake! (1st Group says “Oh Yah”)

For the most part, Israel was a big pit of sin. No matter who was king, the people there kept sinning and putting up more idols, which only made God angrier and angrier. But the people refused to learn the lessons God wanted to teach. They kept on doing all the wrong things.
But there was still some hope for Judah. (1st Group says “Oh Yah”)

 Occasionally there was a king there who loved God and who tried to be a good king like David. The first one of these good kings was Asa. He was ready to learn from the bad things that kept happening.  (1st Group says “Oh Yah”)

Asa knew that God had been trying to teach his people something, and he wanted to pay attention! He got rid of all the statues of false gods the kings before him had made.  (4th Group says “Not in my house.”)  Everything he did focused on learning from mistakes and trying to turn Judah around to be a country that worshiped God again. (1st Group says “Oh Yah”)

King Asa didn’t get rid of every single place where false worship happened, (2nd Group says “Uh-Oh”) but he committed his life completely to the Lord. (1st Group says “Oh Yah”) He brought silver and gold and other valuable things to the Lord’s temple to honor God. 

Asa knew the kings before him had made a lot of mistakes, but he thought the people could learn from their mistakes. It wasn’t too late to change! It wasn’t too late to serve God. It wasn’t too late to worship the one true God. Asa was one of the best kings Judah had seen in a long time. But God’s kingdom had been destroyed despite everything Asa did to save it. Israel and Judah had broken apart and would never come back together to be the strong kingdom they had been under David. 
Application (Optional)
Option #1 The Story

Supplies:

· Book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.

Read the fourteenth chapter of The Story for Children.

Witness and Tell: 
Give children opportunities to share how God is working in their lives. It is best to use a microphone to ask children interview questions around the theme for the day.
Prayer:
Let the kids pray out loud. If you are using a microphone, invite children to form a prayer line and speak their thanksgivings or requests. If you have portable microphones, you can roam the audience. Kids can also go to prayer stations set up for specific types of prayer. 
Options: (select one from the options below)
_____ Prayer Line Option:  Kids line up and take turns stepping in front of the microphone to speak their prayers briefly.
_____ Prayer Chair: Adults or children with special prayer needs are invited to sit in the chairs. Kids gather around them, lay hands on their shoulders or knees and take turns praying.
_____ Popcorn Prayer: The leader moves through the crowd with a microphone and turns it toward kids who are raising their hands to pray. The kids speak their prayers into the microphone.
Lord’s Prayer:  Lead the children through the Lord’s Prayer, phrase by phrase, or let them pray the entire prayer along with you.
Blessing:
Speak a blessing prayer over the children. Personalize this to your setting. Use a special scripture verse or blessing around the theme of the day.
Song of Sending:
Choose one song. Briefly introduce song so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God.
Your choice of music

Supplies:
Attention Grabber: 
· pictures of various leaders or heroes
Power of the Cross

· sheet unfolded on the stage 

· four note cards printed with the following directions: 
· Run to the door

· Hide under the sheet
· Say out loud, “I didn’t do it. He did it.” (Point to someone in the audience.), 
· Say out loud, “I admit I have sinned. Jesus, I need your forgiveness!” 

Learning Game

· coat hanger

· black trash bags

· masking tape for marking lines on the floor

· lots of newspaper
Application

· Book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.



Run to the Door

Hide under the sheet

Say out loud, “I didn’t do it.  He did it.”

Say out Loud, “I admit I have sinned. Jesus, I need your forgivness.”

Date:	___________________
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Please note:


Handling newspaper will result in blackened hands. For cleanup afterwards, if you have a large group of children you might want to provide each child with a handi-wipe and some paper towels, so you don’t spend 10-15 minutes washing hands. Smaller groups can just use whatever sinks are available.
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