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Bible Basis: Ezra 7:1, 7, 10–11; Nehemiah 1:26; 4:4–6, 13–23; 8:1–12
Memory Verse: Don’t be afraid of your enemies. Remember the Lord. He is great and powerful. —Nehemiah 4:14, NIV
Bible Point: Nehemiah was sure of God’s power. God is on my side. 

Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 21: “Rebuilding the Walls”
How does this address a need in our kids’ lives?
Kids need to belong. They need to fit in. This is not only true of their school and family setting, but also true of church. They need to know that they are the church connected together with other believers. This connection is vital for spiritual growth. Without it, they would be, “tossed and carried about by all different kinds of teachings that change like the wind.” (Ephesians 4:14) With Christ as their cornerstone, however, kids are fashioned as part of the living temple of God on earth.

How does Jesus fill this need?
Jesus for us: Through his forgiveness, we are connected to Jesus as our chief cornerstone and to one another.
Jesus in us: He gives us his spirit so that we can be built together as his church and filled with his presence.
Jesus through us: Jesus uses us as a church, working together to love the world in his name, as a powerful witness that makes the gospel come alive.

Stamp of Excellence: 
Remind the kids what excellent worship looks like. We are in God’s presence to honor him. Put on your best manners. This might include wearing your name tag, participating eagerly at all times, listening when the leader is talking, raising your hand to speak, not distracting others, playing the learning game with cooperation, singing enthusiastically, and praying reverently. Offer rewards or positive reinforcement to those who worship with excellence. 
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Invocation: 
Let kids bring forward the worship symbols, such as the cross, candles, Bible, and offering plate. Invite God’s presence and call by name Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Attention Grabber: 
Capture the children’s attention and help them focus on the worship theme for the day.

Begin by introducing “The Story” series…

The Bible is one big story made of many little stories.  

The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  

The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”  
What happened this past week?  How many of you read your “Story for Children” (hold up book) at home?  

Your life is a story also…and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!
As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!  
Let’s take a look at what happened over the last couple of weeks in God’s Story.  And I wonder what’s going to happen today?!

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play both the Story Rewind and the current Story Scene:  

Supplies: building tools such as a hardhat, hammer, nail bag, saw, brick, trowel, etc.

You will need two adult leaders for this part. 1ST LEADER comes out with these tools and building materials and announces:
1st Leader: Today we are going to rebuild the temple.  After being in exile for 50 years, we have a lot of work to do.  What do you think are some of the things we’ll need? I have some of those things with me. Can you list some for me?
Get participation from the audience.

Now we’re ready to build the temple, right? 

2nd Leader: That’s not all you going to need. 

1st Leader: 2nd Leader is absolutely right. Does anybody know why? (Possible answer: because we already have a church. Surprise them with another answer.) 
2nd Leader:  We need God’s power and his spirit
1st Leader:  You’re so right 2nd Leader.  Unlike the Jews in the Old Testament we don’t have to go to a temple to worship God.  God has given his spirit to those who believe.  His spirit lives in us.  We are the church and I know God’s power can work in me because he lives in me.
2nd Leader:  Wow, that’s amazing.  Let’s worship God for so graciously giving us his spirit.
Songs of Worship: 
Your choice of music
The Power of the Cross: 

Jesus has given his life for us that we might have forgiveness and power to live for him. 

Supplies:
· large brick or cornerstone

Show kids the brick or cornerstone again. Say: 

When we build our lives on the cornerstone of Jesus, we can trust that he will love us unconditionally. That means no matter how badly we behave, Jesus will always love us and forgive us.  

Think of some things you have done wrong this past week. Tell Jesus silently in your heart that you are sorry. Jesus loves you just the way you are. He will forgive you. But he also loves you so much that he won’t leave you stuck in rotten behavior. He loves you enough to help you change some things. Tell Jesus thank you for loving you as you are and tell him you want to build your life on him.  

Dear God, we remember ways that we have not been a perfect part of your church. We think of ways that we have disobeyed you or others. Pause… We think of ways we have not shown love or kindness to you by not showing love and kindness to others. Pause… We admit we are not perfect but we are thankful that you accept us even with our failures. Thank you that you accept us just as we are because of your Son Jesus. In Jesus’ name, we ask your forgiveness. Now use us to serve you as your holy building where your Holy Spirit lives. Use us to connect together as your holy building, the church, a building of people. Then fill us with your Holy Spirit. Amen.
Song of Response: 
Your choice of music
Offering: 
Teach the importance of giving and talk about the mission activities they are supporting.

Use a hardhat or other building-related prop to collect the offering. 

We bring our offerings to the Lord because a little bit of money from a few people does not go very far. But when all of us put our money together, we can do many wonderful things. For example, our money has gone to help others in…(list some of the mission projects.) This is how the building or church of Christ’s people work together, by sharing their gifts with each other.


Learning Game: 
Some churches dismiss children from the adult service at this time to join Kids Church. The learning game provides a fun kinesthetic activity to help kids connect with each other. The learning point will help reinforce the theme of the day.

Supplies: masking tape to mark the floor, bowling pins, and creative items that the kids can use to build a wall.
In advance, distribute an equal amount of the same stacking materials for the number of groups you will have.  Try to have groups of seven or less.  The supplies can be a wide variety of items that the kids will be able to creatively stack to see who can make the strongest wall.

Each group will receive three bowling pins.  The teams can place the bowling pins anywhere behind their wall to protect it from the opposing team.  The objective is to knock all the others group’s pins down before your group’s pins get knocked down.

Round 1 - bowling pins can be place anywhere
Round 2 - bowling pins must be placed on at least 1 block

Round 3 – bowling pins must be placed on at least 2 blocks

Learning Point:
What happened when you placed the bowling pin on the block?

Interview the kids

If we put the pin on a brick that was bruised up it easily fell over when the other team started throwing their balls.  If we put our faith in other things besides God our walls break down and we fall over.
In Ephesians 2:20 it says “Christ is our cornerstone”.  That means Jesus is our foundation and if we trust in him he will make sure we won’t fall over even when scary balls are flying at us.

Option #2

Supplies:
· stack of newspapers 

· roll of masking tape for every four to five children
Arrange kids in groups of four to five. Give each group a stack of newspapers and a roll of masking tape. Challenge each group to build the highest tower they can. The tower must be free standing. They will have eight to ten minutes to complete their structure.  

After the time limit, have the children move away from their structures. See if any fall over (which is often the case). Explain that those that fell over probably did not have strong foundations. If none fall over, examine the foundations of the structures. A tall building needs a strong foundation. Ask:  

What makes a strong foundation in one of these newspaper buildings? What do you think makes a strong foundation to build one’s life on?

Bible Presentation: 
Help children pay attention by giving them a word or concept to listen for as you read. Consider letting a child read who could do so with excellence.
The story should be read in an interactive to allow the children to participate.  Have signs made that read Nehemiah, King of Persia, Wall Builders, Ezra, and Enemies for the children to hold upfront.  Split the audience into three groups.  Have the first group say, “Build that wall”, the second group say, “Uh-oh” and the third group say, “All Glory be to God.”  If you have enough children allow some of them to act upfront.  Providing costumes and props is optional.  
Nehemiah had a job that not many people had. He was the drink-tester for the king of Persia.  His job was unique, but dangerous.  (Second Group “Uh-oh”) If someone wanted to kill the king they could poison his drink, but the poison would kill Nehemiah instead of the king.  Nehemiah wasn’t worried because he had God on his side and knew of God’s power in his life.  (Group Three “All Glory be to God.”)   Nehemiah’s heart was far away in Jerusalem. He wanted to go to Jerusalem and help rebuild the city that his people had once lived in. (First Group “Build that Wall”)  The scary part was asking the king’s permission to go. (Second Group “Uh-oh”)  The King of Persia was the strongest man of in world, but Nehemiah knew God called him back to Jerusalem.  Asking God for strength he told the King his plan.  (Group Three “All Glory be to God.”)
Nehemiah was sure that going to Jerusalem was the right thing to do, and the king agreed. (First Group “Build that Wall”)   When Nehemiah got to Jerusalem, he found everything was a big mess! (Second Group “Uh-oh”) The people were having a hard time. The wall around the city was still broken down, and the gates had been burned. Other people who lived in the area were making fun of God’s people. (Second Group “Uh-oh”) No one seemed to be in charge. Not much was getting done. (First Group “Build that Wall”)
Nehemiah was sure he could help! He was going to get busy doing something about these problems. But first, he stopped to pray. (Third Group “All Glory be to God.”)  
Nehemiah was sure they could get the job done if everyone worked together. (First Group “Build that Wall”)  Nehemiah got everybody organized to get to work. Everybody had a job to do, and they followed Nehemiah’s leadership. The people worked with all their hearts and built up the wall until it was half as high as they wanted it to be. (First Group “Build that Wall”)  But the problems were still there.  (Second Group “Uh-oh”)  Other people living in that area still wanted God’s people to stop building the wall. They still did everything they could to cause problems and get in the way.  (Second Group “Uh-oh”)  
Nehemiah was sure God wanted them to build that wall. (Third Group “All Glory be to God.”)   He assigned the families to work on the wall, but he told them to keep their swords and spears close to them. (Second Group “Uh-oh”) 
At long last, the wall was finished, and it was time for celebration. Jerusalem, God’s holy city, finally had a wall to protect it. And to celebrate, the people gathered to worship. Ezra, the priest, stood before all the people and read from the law of God from sunrise until lunch time. Everyone listened carefully, and when he was finished, they bowed down and worshiped the Lord.  (Third Group “All Glory be to God.”)  
Nehemiah was sure that this was the right thing to do. He said to the people, “This day is set apart to honor the Lord your God. Don’t be sad. The joy of the Lord makes you strong.” Then all the people went off to eat and drink and celebrate. (Third Group “All Glory be to God.”)  
Nehemiah was sure of God’s power. He knew no matter what the enemies tried to do, God was still more powerful. God was on the side of his people, and he’s on your side, too! 
Application (Optional)
Supplies:

· Book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.
· For larger groups: Project the images from The Story for Children Chapter 21 onto a screen as you read the narrative to the children.
Read the twenty-first chapter of The Story for Children

Witness and Tell: 
Give children opportunities to share how God is working in their lives. It is best to use a microphone to ask children interview questions around the theme for the day.

Have kids share different ways they have helped the church grow through service or inviting others. You may elaborate by mentioning spiritual gifts some kids already demonstrate, like the gift of mercy, prayer, encouragement, evangelism, etc.

Prayer: 
Let the kids pray out loud. If you are using a microphone, invite children to form a prayer line and speak their thanksgivings or requests. If you have portable microphones, you can roam the audience. Kids can also go to prayer stations set up for specific types of prayer. 

Options: (select one from the options below)
_____ Prayer Line Option: Kids line up and take turns stepping in front of the microphone to speak their prayers briefly.

_____ Prayer Chair: Adults or children with special prayer needs are invited to sit in the chairs. Kids gather around them, lay hands on their shoulders or knees and take turns praying.

_____ Popcorn Prayer: The leader moves through the crowd with a microphone and turns it toward kids who are raising their hands to pray. The kids speak their prayers into the microphone.

Lord’s Prayer:  Lead the children through the Lord’s Prayer, phrase by phrase, or let them pray the entire prayer along with you.

Blessing: 
Speak a blessing prayer over the children. Personalize this to your setting. Use a special scripture verse or blessing around the theme of the day.

Song of Sending: 
Choose one song. Briefly introduce song so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God.
Your choice of music
Supplies:
Attention Grabber:

· building tools

·  hardhat, 
· hammer, 
· nail bag, saw, 
· brick, 
· trowel
Learning Game:

Option #1
· masking tape to mark the floor

· bowling pins

· blocks 

Option #2

· Newspaper

· masking tape

Bible Presentation:

· Video clip from the film Toy Story, produced by Walt Disney Video, ASIN: B0009MAO46—order from: http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0009MAO46/ref=pd_sl_aw_flat-hi_ush05dvd_12369473_2/104-6208527-3702329?n=130 

· Book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.
Date: 	_________________________
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