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Bible Basis: Colossians 3:12-13; Genesis 42-46 and 50:15-26   Joseph’s account of forgiveness

Memory Verse: Genesis 50:20 – “Even though you planned evil against me, God planned good to come out of it.  This was to keep many people alive, as he is doing.”
Take Home Point: Forgive as the Lord has forgiven you.
Resource: The Story for Kids, Chapter 3

How does this address a need in our kids’ lives?
Kids have a keen sense of justice. If they are wrong, they feel the need to make it “right” by some type of payback. The same is true with adults. One injury leads to another. The heart of forgiveness is to release the debt and to not seek any retribution. This even includes holding grudges in our hearts. Kids need a clear definition of forgiveness and the power of forgiveness that comes through Jesus. The setting we will focus on is forgiveness in our families, perhaps the most difficult place for people to forgive.

How does Jesus fill this need?
Jesus for us: Jesus has purchased forgiveness at a great price – the price of his own life and the punishment of all of our sins laid upon him at the cross.
Jesus in us: The power of the resurrected Jesus is given to us as we trust in him. His forgiveness that we receive is a resource to give to others.
Jesus through us: The injuries we have suffered, even from those closest to us in our families, by comparison are small when considered against the debt Jesus paid for our forgiveness. The power of Jesus’ forgiveness can now work through us and be given to others. Forgiveness has power in that it can be passed along to many others.

Stamp of Excellence: 
Remind the kids what excellent worship looks like. We are in God’s presence to honor him. Put on your best manners. This might include wearing your name tag, participating eagerly at all times, listening when the leader is talking, raising your hand to speak, not distracting others, playing the learning game with cooperation, singing enthusiastically, and praying reverently. Offer rewards or positive reinforcement to those who worship with excellence. 
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Invocation:  
Let kids bring forward the worship symbols such as the cross, candles, Bible, and offering plate. Invite God’s presence and call by name Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Attention Grabber: 
Capture the children’s attention and help them focus on the worship theme for the day.

Supplies: popsicle stick, ruler, yardstick, one or two sofa pillows, other items of increasing size that the children will use to pay back each other

The Bible is one big story made of many little stories.  

The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  

The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”  

How many of you read your “Story for Children” (hold up book)  at home this week?  

Today we will learn about how Joseph’s brothers meant to harm him, but God used their actions to be a great blessing to Joseph.

Your life is a story also…and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!
As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!  

Let’s take a look at what happened over the last couple of weeks in God’s Story.  And I wonder what’s going to happen today?!

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play both the StoryRewind and the current StoryScene:  
Now we’re going to learn a lesson that will help us to better understand the Bible event that we will hear later.

Invite two children forward to play a quick game of “Payback.” Place the kids side by side in chairs. Let them pretend that they are watching television. Have them act out the following scenario.

Josh crowds Sam. (Give them time to act this out.) Sam gives Josh a light tap on the shoulder. Josh reaches for a Popsicle stick and taps Sam on the shoulder. (Have kids act out the tapping, hitting, and slam with fake actions.) Sam returns the tap with a ruler. Josh returns that tap with a slight hit to Sam’s shoulder with a yardstick. Sam slams Josh with a pillow. Josh grabs the pillow and slams Sam back. The boys end up wrestling on the floor.  

Use your imagination as you collect various objects to escalate the “war.”

Ask the kids how many of them can relate to this at home.  

It is so easy to want to give a “payback” when we feel like someone else has done something against us. Here is a question for all of us. What would I get as a “payback” if God required from me what I deserve?

Talk about our sin and how a Holy God must punish sin. God’s punishment of sin would mean that we would get death—separated from him forever by being in hell. That is what we deserve if God required a “payback.” 

However, God did not require us to pay him back. He gave us Jesus to take the punishment for us. Jesus went to the cross. When he died, God put all of our punishment on Jesus. It hurt him as badly as being separated from God in hell. It was a terrible thing and a great price for him to pay. Because of Jesus’ death, God does not require us to pay for our sins. He just asks us to trust and believe in Jesus.  

Why? Because Jesus rose from the dead! Jesus is alive! He gives us the power to come to him and receive his forgiveness. Let’s ask for forgiveness now. Maybe there are some things that you have done this last week to “payback” others. Think of what they are and let’s pray about them.

After the prayer, announce God’s forgiveness. Give the children the encouragement of Colossians 3:13, which talks about the forgiveness we can give others because Jesus has forgiven us.

“Put up with each other, and forgive each other if anyone has a complaint. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”

This can be very different from our natural instincts, which might be to hit back and get revenge. Often God turns upside down what we would naturally do and has us do something entirely different – and much better! He’s the King of an UPSIDE DOWN Kingdom!

Songs of Worship:

Choose two or three songs. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God!

Your choice of music

The Power of the Cross: 

Jesus has given his life for us that we might have forgiveness and power to live for him. 

This has already been incorporated into the second part of the Attention Grabber.

Song of Response:
Choose a song to help the children turn to Jesus. Or, you may want to help them celebrate what God has done by singing a song of praise. 
Your choice of music
Offering: 
Teach the importance of giving and talk about the mission activities they are supporting.

Talk about the mission project and how it relates to today’s worship theme.  



Learning Game: 
Some churches dismiss children from the adult service at this time to join Kids Church. The learning game provides a fun kinesthetic activity to help kids connect with each other. The learning point will help reinforce the theme of the day.

Supplies: 
· balloons (at least 10; size 8-10 inch diameter)

· two stick pins (one for each goalie)

· one balloon pair – with one balloon inflated inside the outer balloon, also inflated. (It may work better if the inner balloon is a size or two smaller. Before inflating, use a marker to put a cross on the inner balloon.)

“Balloon Soccer”

· Set aside the special balloon pair and one or two other UNINFLATED balloons, to make your learning point after the game.

· Divide the children into two teams. 

· Set up a goal area at each end of a medium to large size room.

· Each team defends one goal and attacks the other. 

· Assign two older kids to be goalies. The goalie for team A stands in the goal that team B is defending, and vice versa. The goalies are not allowed outside their goals for any reason except to switch positions with another player. The goalie’s job is to pop the balloons as they come near him. Team A scores a point for each balloon their goalie pops. 

· Create a boundary inside which only the goalie can stand. Four chairs in a tight square facing out works well for this. 

· For safety purposes, use masking tape to mark a circle on the floor around the goal inside which only the goalie can go. This creates a buffer zone to prevent the goalie from accidentally poking someone. Still, remind the goalie to be extra careful.

· Balloons are released by the leader halfway between the two goals. Players bat the balloons with their hands (not feet). If the balloons drop down below the waste, players can pick them up and bat them toward their goal. The leader may choose to award a penalty point to the other team if he sees a player carrying the balloon instead of batting it.

· At first release one balloon at a time. After a short time, start releasing balloons so that more than one is being batted at the same time. The greater the number of players, the greater the number of balloons that should be in play at once. This increases the energy in the room exponentially!

· The game ends when you run out of balloons. The team that popped more balloons wins.

· Retrieve the stick pins from the goalies. 

· Have kids race to see how quickly they can pick up all the balloon shards from the floor and throw them in the trash.
· Bring out the extra balloons. Gather the kids back together to explain the learning point:

The balloons can be compared to our relationships with other people. If we’re careful about our relationships with other people in our lives (blow up a balloon), the friendships grow like this balloon. If we treat each other with kindness (tie the ballon off and gently tap it straight up to yourself several times) it’s so wonderful and life is good, isn’t it?
But what happens if we treat each other in a way that isn’t so kind? Remember our game of “Payback” at the beginning of Kids Church? One person does something that hurts the other. The other does something that hurts back, and it goes back and forth, sometimes getting worse and worse until… (Grab the balloon and pop it with the stick pin.) 
The relationship is broken. Does that mean it has to stay broken forever? Blow up a new balloon and tie it off. As you tap it gently to yourself again say: We can start it again. Can’t we? We can forgive each other. We can love each other again.

Hold up the specially prepared balloon pair, one balloon inside the other. Remember how we learned two weeks ago that we are created in God’s image? Hold up the stick pin in one hand and the balloon pair in the other. The Bible says that even though we were created in God’s image, we still sin. And every sin, no matter how small, is bad enough to destroy our relationship with God. Let’s see what happens when we sin.
Stick the pin through the top of the outer balloon, taking care to not puncture the inner balloon. Hopefully, the inner balloon with the cross on it will still be there.

Well look at that. There’s another balloon inside. And look what it has on it. A cross. Why do you suppose there’s a cross on it. Let kids answer… Because Jesus died on the cross, our sins no longer separate us from God. We still have a relationship with God through Jesus! And we can forgive each other the same way!

The most important place for this to happen is in our own families. We’re going to look at a family in the Bible that didn’t forgive very well at first, but they did better toward the end…
Bible Presentation: 
Help children pay attention by giving them a word or concept to listen for as you read. Consider letting a child read who could do so with excellence.

If you have time to include both options below, you’ll want to wait to ask the questions until after the video…

Option #1: Joseph Actor
Presenter:  Today we’ve been talking about what it means to forgive and especially what it means to forgive your family.  To help understand what it means to forgive your family I want you to give a huge round of applause for our special guest Joseph.

Joseph:  
Good morning children.  Good morning (presenter’s name).

Presenter:  
Good morning Joseph.  We are so glad that you could join us today.

Joseph:  
I’m so glad to be here. 
Presenter:  
That sure is a bright colored coat you have there.  How did you get it?

Joseph:  
Well let me start from the beginning.  My dad had twelve sons which meant I had eleven brothers.  Ten of my brothers were older than me and they often were jealous of me because I was my dad’s favorite.  My dad would often keep me inside to keep him company while my brothers worked the fields.  One day he gave me this nice multi-colored coat to show his love for me.
Presenter:  
I bet your brothers weren’t happy.

Joseph:  
Not at all.  In fact they plotted to kill me.  One day while I was out watching over my brothers in the field, I thought it would be the perfect time to tell them about my dream.  In my dream, all my brothers were bowing down to me as I ruled over them.  When I mentioned this to my brothers, they were outraged.  They ripped off my beautiful coat and threw me in a well.  Most of my brothers wanted to kill me, but one felt guilty about throwing me in the well and insisted that they sell me into slavery.  I guess it was the wrong time for me because a caravan heading to Egypt passed that well right then.  Dragging me out of the well, they sold me away and then told my dad I was killed by wild animals.
Presenter:  
How rude.  What happened while you were in Egypt?

Joseph:  
After being sold into slavery I started working for a man named Potiphar. I was able to tell him what his dreams meant.
Presenter: 
That’s amazing! So what did his dreams mean?
Joseph: 
There was going to be a drought and we needed to prepare for it. So I was put in charge of all the preparations. When the drought came the people of Egypt had plenty of food to eat. That wasn’t the case for other countries. In fact one day my own brothers came to me asking for food. They did not recognize me. 

Presenter: 
How did you feel seeing your brothers after everything they had done to you? 

Joseph: 
I forgave them. See even though they had done bad things to me, God made something good out of it. I made sure they had all the food they needed. 

Presenter: 
It was very good of you to forgive them! God did make something good happen from the bad. Thank you for sharing your story Joseph!
Option #2: Video  -  
Supplies: the video Joseph’s Reunion from Nest Family Entertainment — order from: http://www.nestfamily.com
Read Colossians 3:12, 13: 

“As holy people whom God has chosen and loved, be sympathetic, kind, humble, gentle, and patient. Put up with each other, and forgive each other if anyone has a complaint. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.”

Ask the children if this is what their families are like.  

Introduce today’s story about Joseph. 

The Bible contains true stories of real people. Many of those people had problems in their families. Joseph’s family had a problem in that the brothers did something very mean to Joseph. Do you think Joseph played the payback game? Let’s find out.

Show the video from Nest Entertainment called Joseph’s Reunion.

Application: 
Ask kids: 

1. What did Joseph’s brothers do to him that was so mean? Threw him in a well; sold him as a slave; told his father Jacob that he had been killed by a wild animal.

2. How did God use Joseph even when he was in jail? He was able to explain Potiphar’s dream and was put in charge of preparing for the drought.

3. How did Joseph act toward his brothers after they had done bad things to him? He forgave them and gave them food. 

4. What do you think was the hardest thing that Joseph had to go through? Answers will vary…

5. What is your favorite part about the story of Joseph’s life? Answers will vary…



Witness and Tell: 
Give children opportunities to share how God is working in their lives. It is best to use a microphone to ask children interview questions around the theme for the day.

If time allows, children can share experiences of how they found ways to not hold grudges against brothers, sisters, or parents. Let them share how they gave forgiveness and showed kindness to those who had done something bad to them.

Prayer:

Let the kids pray out loud. If you are using a microphone, invite children to form a prayer line and speak their thanksgivings or requests. If you have portable microphones, you can roam the audience. Kids can also go to prayer stations set up for specific types of prayer. 

Blessing:

Speak a blessing prayer over the children. Personalize this to your setting. Use a special scripture verse or blessing around the theme of the day.

Song of Sending:

Choose one song. Briefly introduce song so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God.

Your choice of music

Supplies:

Attention Grabber:

· popsicle stick

· ruler

· yardstick

· one or two sofa pillows

· other items of increasing size that the children will use to pay back each other

Learning Game:

· balloons (at least 10; size 8-10 inch diameter)
· two stick pins (one for each goalie)

· one balloon pair – with one balloon inflated inside the outer balloon, also inflated. (It may be work better if the inner balloon is a size smaller. Before inflating, use a marker to put a cross on the inner balloon.)

Bible Presentation:

· book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.

· For larger groups: Project the images from The Story for Children Chapter 3 onto a screen as you read the narrative to the children.
· OR

· the video Joseph’s Reunion from Nest Family Entertainment — order from: http://www.nestfamily.com 

Date: 	___________________
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