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Bible Basis:  Exodus 19:1–8; 20:1–17
Memory Verse: Psalm 119:35, “Lead me on the path of your commandments, because I am happy with them.”
Take Home Point: God gave us rules so we can know him. I can know God by learning his laws.
Resource:  The Story for Kids, Chapter 5: “New Rules”
How does this address a need in our kids’ lives?
Rules can be tedious. Kids are often told by their parents what they can do and not do. Often kids can feel these rules being tiresome or restricting their freedom. Kids need to understand that the Ten Commandments are rules that God calls us to follow because he loves us. By learning his rules we can learn that we are imperfect and can’t keep his rules. His rules address the need for the perfect Savior Jesus Christ who never broke God’s commandments.
How does Jesus fill this need?
Jesus for us: Jesus fulfilled the law with his perfect life in the flesh. Jesus accomplished what we couldn’t do in the law. He paid the price on the cross to overshadow the law.
Jesus in us: Jesus works in us making us perfected. Though we will continue to battle against God’s commandments in the flesh we have been adopted by his spirit into new life. 
Jesus through us: Jesus works in us making us perfected. Though we will continue to battle against God’s commandments in the flesh we have been adopted by his spirit into new life.
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      The arrows in the margin indicate where words/images on screen would be helpful.

Stamp of Excellence: 
Remind the kids what excellent worship looks like. We are in God’s presence to honor him. Put on your best manners. This might include wearing your name tag, participating eagerly at all times, listening when the leader is talking, raising your hand to speak, not distracting others, playing the learning game with cooperation, singing enthusiastically, and praying reverently. Offer rewards or positive reinforcement to those who worship with excellence.


Invocation: 
Let kids bring forward the worship symbols, such as the cross, candles, Bible, and offering plate. Invite God’s presence and call by name Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Attention Grabber: 
Capture the children’s attention and help them focus on the worship theme for the day.
The Bible is one big story made of many little stories.

The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  
The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”

How many of you read in your book “The Story for Children” (hold up book) at home this week?

Today we read a story about how God gave a new set of rules for his freed people. 

Your life is a story also… and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!

As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!

Let’s take a look at what happened over the last couple of weeks in God’s Story.  And I wonder what’s going to happen today?!

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play both the Story Rewind and the current Story Scene:

Now let’s zoom in for a closer look at a part of today’s Story… a true story from the Bible.

Have the kids come up with what they feel are the most important rules they could follow. They could write them on newsprint. 
Why is it good to have rules?
How do good rules set boundaries to protect us?
The rules set by God for his people were given to help his people live in peace with God and with each other. These boundaries helped the people to respect all that God had given to them. Part of their respect for God was found in worship.  That is why worshipping him is so important. When we worship God, we tell him that he is above all else and we want to follow him. 
Let’s pray.
Songs of Worship: 
Choose two or three songs. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God!
Your choice of music:
The Power of the Cross: 
Jesus has given his life for us that we might have forgiveness and power to live for him.
Supplies
· white board

· black marker or crayon.
Boys and girls, think about something that is breaking the rules.  What may be a rule you broke?
As children respond write their responses on the board.  Form their answers to make a cross.

That’s a lot of rule breaking.  We break many rules.  We are kind of like the Israelites who were given ten simple rules by Moses and they couldn’t even follow those rules.  When Moses was up on the mountain they made a huge golden calf and worshipped it.  Even though God had set them free from Egypt they still worshipped idols.  We don’t have to be sad about all the rules we have broken.

Speak as you color in the cross.


God sent his son Jesus to live a perfect life breaking not a single rule. Jesus paid the price on the cross taking all the sin of the world.  Jesus took our sin to forgive us of our bad rule breaking.  Let’s ask God for forgiveness.
Dear God, we want to follow you in all that we do. Sometimes, though, we do not. We want to tell you about those times right now and tell you that we are sorry for disobeying you. Pause for kids to think about their sins. Because Jesus followed your law perfectly and gave his life for the price of our sin, please forgive us. Please give us new power to follow you even more closely right now. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
God’s promise is that, because of Jesus, your sins are forgiven. You can now follow God even better!
Song of Response:
Choose a song to help the children turn to Jesus. Or, you may want to help them celebrate what God has done by singing a song of praise. 
Your choice of music:

Offering: 
Teach the importance of giving and talk about the mission activities they are supporting.
Put the offering basket by the cross. 
The cross is another sign or symbol that Jesus followed God’s plan perfectly. Jesus offered his whole life for us. When we put our offering by the cross, we are following what Jesus did – offering a bit of ourselves so that we can better follow God.
Talk about your current mission project


Learning Game: 
Some churches dismiss children from the adult service at this time to join Kids Church. The learning game provides a fun kinesthetic activity to help kids connect with each other. The learning point will help reinforce the theme of the day.
Supplies

· Blindfolds
Play: “Leading the blind”
In an area set up a simple obstacle course. Then have the kids get together in pairs. One person will be blindfolded and the other person is going to walk with them and talk them through the obstacle course.  When the first group is done change the blindfolded person and make small changes in the obstacle course. At some point in the course the paired groups could enjoy a treat together. 
What did you think as you listened to the other person tell you how to get through the obstacle course. (had to trust them, glad they could see the whole course, needed good communication skills) 

God sees the whole picture of how we can have good relationships with other people. The Ten Commandments set good boundaries so we can live peacefully with God and with our family and neighbors. 

God, however, knew that we could not keep the law perfectly. And that was the only way for his people to live with him forever, to keep the law perfectly.  Jesus was a perfect example for us. God always looks to the perfect life Jesus lives in order for us to be forgiven and enjoy life with the Father forever.  He sees the whole picture of how we need to live in peace with others. . He gives us forgiveness so that we can have renewed power to follow him even more closely.

Bible Presentation: 
Help children pay attention by giving them a word or concept to listen for as you read. Consider letting a child read who could do so with excellence.
Supplies:

· Book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.

Read the fifth chapter of The Story for Children. 

Application: 
Do you know there is only one person who stayed on God’s path perfectly and kept all of God’s commandments? Do you know who that is?
Yes, his name is Jesus. That is why we have the cross in the middle of our paths. Jesus died for us because we cannot stay on God’s path perfectly. He is our rescuer. Jesus not only freed us from the consequence of our wrong doing, but he is also our perfect example. He helps us stay on God’s path.
Our key verse for today from Psalm 119:35 says, 
“Lead me on the path of your commandments, because I am happy with them.”
How can we be happy on the path of God’s commandments? (Because it is the best way to live. Since Jesus rescued us, we want to serve God with our love and obedience.)

Today we learned that *God shows us the best path to follow—the Ten Commandments.


Witness and Tell: 
Give children opportunities to share how God is working in their lives. It is best to use a microphone to ask children interview questions around the theme for the day.
Have kids share ways they have made God their leader and followed him. Or have them share extraordinary things they or others have done because they follow God.
Prayer: 
Let the kids pray out loud. If you are using a microphone, invite children to form a prayer line and speak their thanksgivings or requests. If you have portable microphones, you can roam the audience. Kids can also go to prayer stations set up for specific types of prayer. 
Options: (select one from the options below)
_____ Prayer Line Option:  Kids line up and take turns stepping in front of the microphone to speak their prayers briefly.
_____ Prayer Chair: Adults or children with special prayer needs are invited to sit in the chairs. Kids gather around them, lay hands on their shoulders or knees and take turns praying.
_____ Popcorn Prayer: The leader moves through the crowd with a microphone and turns it toward kids who are raising their hands to pray. The kids speak their prayers into the microphone.
Lord’s Prayer:  Lead the children through the Lord’s Prayer, phrase by phrase, or let them pray the entire prayer along with you.
Blessing: 
Speak a blessing prayer over the children. Personalize this to your setting. Use a special scripture verse or blessing around the theme of the day.
Song of Sending:
Choose one song. Briefly introduce song so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God.
Your choice of music:
Supplies:
Power of the Cross: 
· white board

· black marker or crayon.

Learning Game: 
· blindfolds 
·  obstacles (for obstacle course)
·  chairs 
Bible Event:
· The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.
Date: 	___________________
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