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Bible Basis: 1 Samuel 17:1-50 
Memory Verse:  2 Samuel 22:33 – “God arms me with strength.  His perfect way sets me free.” 
Take Home Point:  David fought in God’s strength.  God gives me courage when I am afraid.
Resource:  The Story for Kids, Chapter 11:  “From Shepherd to King”
How does this address a need in our kids’ lives?
In children’s lives, there are many events that occur that seem insurmountable. These events can range from things that seem insignificant to us as an adult (such as a fight with a best friend) to major problems (like parents getting a divorce). In today’s worship experience, we offer children hope that their God is a God who cares in a world that often has many overwhelming difficulties. We can help children understand that, through the power of the Holy Spirit, there is nothing—not even a huge problem—that God isn’t bigger than. What a joy to teach children to trust the heart of God.
How does Jesus fill this need?
Jesus for us: The Father’s love for us was powerfully shown by his Son’s death on the cross. Because of this, there is absolutely nothing God won’t or can’t do for us in our life. 
Jesus in us: When we are in the middle of a personal crisis, God asks us to trust him to do what is best for us.
Jesus through us: God can use us to minister to others in need and to point them back to God. He is stronger and more powerful than anything that could happen to us.
Stamp of Excellence:
Remind the kids what excellent worship looks like. We are in God’s presence to honor him. Put on your best manners. This might include wearing your name tag, participating eagerly at all times, listening when the leader is talking, raising your hand to speak, not distracting others, playing the learning game with cooperation, singing enthusiastically, and praying reverently. Offer rewards or positive reinforcement to those who worship with excellence.
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Invocation:
Let kids bring forward the worship symbols, such as the cross, candles, Bible, and offering plate. Invite God’s presence and call by name Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Attention Grabber:
Capture the children’s attention and help them focus on the worship theme for the day.
Supplies:
· ping-pong ball
· hair dryer
The Bible is one big story made of many little stories.

The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  
The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”

How many of you read your “Story for Children” (hold up book) at home this week?

Today we will learn that there is no reason to be afraid of really big problems when we trust God to be more powerful than anything.
Your life is a story also… and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!

As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!

Let’s take a look at what happened over the last couple of weeks in God’s Story.  And I wonder what’s going to happen today?!

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play both the Story Rewind and the current Story Scene:

Later, we will zoom in for a closer look at a part of today’s story… a true story from the Bible. 
I want you to watch this cool science experiment. It will teach us something just as cool about God.  
Ask for a volunteer and hand her a ping-pong ball.  
I want you to suspend this ping-pong ball in the air. You may not touch it.
Let the child try and point out that this may seem impossible.
It looks like you are having a problem fighting gravity, a force that pulls objects to the earth. This looks like a pretty impossible job. This reminds me of the things in our life that seem impossible.
Hold a hair dryer up on its end. Place the ping-pong ball on the nozzle. Turn on the hair dryer and the ping-pong ball should hover above the nozzle.

Like the power of the hair dryer overcoming the gravity problem we were having, God’s power can overcome any problem we are having in our life. God steps into our problems and uses his power to solve them.  When we rely on God he will gives us strength to do the impossible.  Praise God that he is willing to step into our lives because of his great love for us. We can have hope in any situation because God will come to us and help us.
Songs of Worship:
Choose two or three songs. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God!
Your choice of music
The Power of the Cross:
Jesus has given his life for us that we might have forgiveness and power to live for him.
Supplies:
· two ping-pong balls (one that can be dented)
· hair dryer
Sometimes our lives get dented when we sin. 
Dent the ping-pong ball.  
A sin is a way that we have disobeyed God or haven’t trusted him. In our lives we get things out of balance or broken and dented when we don’t trust God. We might try to “fix” our problems by ourselves. When that doesn’t work, we might give up hope and say there is nothing we can do to fix the problem. We feel defeated. We become like this ping-pong ball. 
Try to float the dented ping-pong ball with the hair dryer. It won’t work.
The ping-pong ball has a big dent in it that will keep it from floating. That’s because it won’t let God’s power carry it. Our lives can be much the same way. If we forget to let God have all of our problems, we are kept from floating on his power. We feel sad and discouraged. Satan likes it when we feel that way. He doesn’t want us to trust God’s strength with everything in our lives. 
It is a sin when we don’t trust God to be big enough to fix everything in our lives. 
2 Samuel 22:33 says, “God arms me with strength.  His perfect way sets me free.” 
Let’s ask God to forgive us for all the areas in our lives that we haven’t trusted in him. Repeat after me…
Dear God, please forgive me for the times I haven’t trusted you to be bigger than my problems. Please help me learn to trust you and your great love for me. You loved me so much that you died for me. In Jesus name. Amen.
Do you believe in Jesus? Do you know him as Savior? Then that means you trust him right now. God has forgiven your sins. In his eyes, he sees you perfect because you are forgiven. It’s like this ping-pong ball.  
Show a smooth undented ping-pong ball and float it on the hair dryer.
 
God’s power now holds you up and carries once again!
Song of Response:
Choose a song to help the children turn to Jesus. Or, you may want to help them celebrate what God has done by singing a song of praise. 
Your choice of music

Offering:
Teach the importance of giving and talk about the mission activities they are supporting.
Place the ping-pong ball from the previous example in the offering basket. Remind the children that when they give their offerings to the Lord, he can do powerful things through them. He will use their gifts to help others come into God’s kingdom.
Talk about your current mission project.


Learning Game:
Some churches dismiss children from the adult service at this time to join Kids Church. The learning game provides a fun kinesthetic activity to help kids connect with each other. The learning point will help reinforce the theme of the day.
Supplies:
· ping-pong paddle
· several ping-pong balls
· four large tub lids or trash can lids
· candy
In this game the children will learn that God can make possible things that seem impossible. God is more powerful than anything that can possibly happen.
Have children line up in two straight lines facing each other. The lines should be about five feet apart. Hand out as many ping-pong balls as you feel works with your group.
Choose one child to be “it.” Hand him the ping-pong paddle and tell him that he must walk through the center of these two lines from one end to the other.
The children in the lines will underhand lob ping-pong balls at the child who is “it” from the waist up. (make sure that the kids on the side throw softly so that the child in the middle is not scared)  If the child can make it to the other end without getting hit, he will win a piece of candy. The child will probably realize this is impossible. 
When you call on someone to help you, the impossible can suddenly become possible.
Coach the child to call for help. Have four other children come up and make a shield around the child by using large tub lids or trashcan lids. Remind the group that they may only aim the ping-pong balls from the waist up. Have the volunteer walk from one end to the other with his “protection.”   
As time allows, let others take turns walking between the lines and being the “shields.” When the game is finished, have the children sit down. Discuss how walking between the lines of people throwing ping-pong balls and not getting hit is impossible without help.

How is God like our “shield” and “protection”? What do we have to do to have God step into our lives and take our problems?
Bible Presentation: David Beats Goliath
Help children pay attention by giving them a word or concept to listen for as you read. Consider letting a child read who could do so with excellence.
Option #1:

Supplies:

· Book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.
Read chapter eleven of The Story for Children. 

Option #2:

Supplies:  signs or slides to help kids remember the response rhyme, a Bible with passages from this story marked with post-it notes.
Before beginning the Bible story, ask for a volunteer to read from the Bible.  Choose someone who can articulate the message well.  

Next, assign the rest of the children into two groups. One group should include most of the children, regardless of the size of your class. This is the “Goliath” group. The other group should be small, perhaps only one or two children. This is the “David” group. You might even want to have the two groups stand on opposite sides of the room while you stand in the “valley” in between. Encourage volume in responses! 
Teach the Goliath group this response rhyme:
During the story, whenever I say, “How big was Goliath?” You say, “Nine feet tall.”
Whenever I ask, “Did that scare David?” You say, “Not at all.”

Teach the David group to finish these sentences when cued:
During the story, whenever I say, “David had neither …” You will say, “… spear nor sword.”
And whenever I say, “David fought in …” You will say, “… the strength of the Lord.”

When you’re sure the groups know their responses, begin the Bible story.
Israel’s enemy, the Philistines, gathered for war. King Saul and the Israelite army camped on one hill. Across the valley, the Philistines camped on another hill. The Philistines had a secret weapon—a giant named Goliath. 
Pause and do the Goliath rhyme with the Goliath group.
How big was Goliath? (Nine feet tall.)
Did that scare David?  (Not at all.)
1 Samuel 17:4–7 says:
The Philistine army's champion came out of their camp. His name was Goliath from Gath. He was more than nine feet tall.  He had a bronze helmet on his head, and he wore a bronze coat of armor scales weighing 125 pounds.  On his legs he had bronze shin guards and on his back a bronze javelin.  The shaft of his spear was like the beam used by weavers. The head of his spear was made of 15 pounds of iron. The man who carried his shield walked ahead of him.
Goliath stood and shouted to the soldiers of Israel. Every day he did this. He shouted at them across the valley and dared them to send someone to fight him, but no one wanted to go. Goliath was too big and scary.
Pause and do the Goliath rhyme with the Goliath group.
How big was Goliath?  (nine feet tall.)

Did that scare David?  (not at all.)
One day, a shepherd boy showed up in the Israelite camp. He was the little brother of some of the soldiers, and his father had sent him to see how his big brothers were doing and take them some food. His name was David. 
Pause and do the David rhyme with the David group. 
David had neither … (spear nor sword.)

David fought in … (the strength of the Lord.)
David found out what was happening with the giant Philistine. He found out that Goliath came out every day and dared the Israelites to fight him, and no one wanted to do it. For forty days Goliath made this dare and no one took it. Forty days! Forty dares! And every day the Israelite army ran in fear because Goliath was so scary. 
Pause and do the Goliath rhyme with the Goliath group.
How big was Goliath?  (nine feet tall.)
Did that scare David?  (not at all.)
But on this day, David was there. David heard the dare. 
Pause and do the David rhyme with the David group.
David had neither … (spear nor sword.)

David fought in … (the strength of the Lord.)

David said, “Who does that bully think he is? We have God on our side!”  King Saul heard that David was saying things like that and called for David to come see him. David said to Saul, “I’ll go out and fight him.”

1 Samuel 17:33–37: 
Saul responded to David, "You can't fight this Philistine. You're just a boy, but he's been a warrior since he was your age."  David replied to Saul, "I am a shepherd for my father's sheep. Whenever a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock,  I went after it, struck it, and rescued the sheep from its mouth. If it attacked me, I took hold of its mane, struck it, and killed it.  I have killed lions and bears, and this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them because he has challenged the army of the living God David added, "The LORD, who saved me from the lion and the bear, will save me from this Philistine." "Go," Saul told David, "and may the LORD be with you.”
Pause and do the Goliath rhyme, followed immediately by the David rhyme.
How big was Goliath?  (nine feet tall.)
Did that scare David?  (not at all.)

David had neither … (spear nor sword.)

David fought in … (the strength of the Lord.)

1 Samuel 17:40: 
He took his stick with him, picked out five smooth stones from the riverbed, and put them in his shepherd's bag. With a sling in his hand, he approached the Philistine.
Pause and do the Goliath rhyme, followed immediately by the David rhyme.
How big was Goliath?  (nine feet tall.)
Did that scare David?  (not at all.)

David had neither … (spear nor sword.)

David fought in … (the strength of the Lord.)
1 Samuel 17:42–45: 
When the Philistine got a good look at David, he despised him. After all, David was a young man with a healthy complexion and good looks.  The Philistine asked David, "Am I a dog that you come to [attack] me with sticks?" So the Philistine called on his gods to curse David.  "Come on," the Philistine told David, "and I'll give your body to the birds."  David told the Philistine, "You come to me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come to you in the name of the LORD of Armies, the God of the army of Israel, whom you have insulted.
Pause and do the Goliath rhyme, followed immediately by the David rhyme.
How big was Goliath?  (nine feet tall.)
Did that scare David?  (not at all.)

David had neither … (spear nor sword.)

David fought in … (the strength of the Lord.)

David said to Goliath, “You are coming to fight against me with a sword, a spear, and a javelin. But I’m coming against you in the name of the Lord who rules over all. He is the one you dared to fight against.” 
Pause and do the Goliath rhyme, followed immediately by the David rhyme.
How big was Goliath?  (nine feet tall.)
Did that scare David?  (not at all.)

David had neither … (spear nor sword.)

David fought in … (the strength of the Lord.)
Samuel 17:48-50: 
When the Philistine moved closer in order to attack, David quickly ran toward the opposing battle line to attack the Philistine.  Then David reached into his bag, took out a stone, hurled it from his sling, and struck the Philistine in the forehead. The stone sank into Goliath's forehead, and he fell to the ground on his face.  So using [only] a sling and a stone, David proved to be stronger than the Philistine. David struck down and killed the Philistine, even though David didn't have a sword in his hand.
Pause and do the Goliath rhyme, followed immediately by the David rhyme.
How big was Goliath?  (nine feet tall.)
Did that scare David?  (not at all.)

David had neither … (spear nor sword.)

David fought in … (the strength of the Lord.)
2 Samuel 22:33 
God arms me with strength.  His perfect way sets me free.
David fought in the strength of the God who rules over everything there is!

Application:
Supplies Needed:  measuring tapes, paper, pencils, tub of ping pong balls
The tallest man in the world right now is eight feet, three inches tall. (This is according to the 2012 Guinness Book of World Records.)  The tallest man on record was eight feet, eleven inches. But our Bible story tells us that Goliath was over nine feet tall. Let’s do some measuring and see exactly how tall that is. 
Provide measuring tapes and have children measure each other’s heights. Challenge them to add heights together and try to figure out which two children come the closest to being over nine feet tall combined. If your ceilings are high enough, let someone mark nine feet on a wall. Or bring out the ping pong balls again and see if you can line up enough of the across the floor to reach feet.
How would you feel if you had to go up against someone who was nine feet tall?
Why wasn’t David afraid to go up against Goliath?  (David knew God’s name was powerful because God is powerful. If we remember that, we can have courage when we’re afraid.)

Witness and Tell:
Give children opportunities to share how God is working in their lives. It is best to use a microphone to ask children interview questions around the theme for the day.
Describe a time that you were facing a very hard problem and didn’t know how it could be fixed.  What happened?  How did God help?
Prayer:
Let the kids pray out loud. If you are using a microphone, invite children to form a prayer line and speak their thanksgivings or requests. If you have portable microphones, you can roam the audience. Kids can also go to prayer stations set up for specific types of prayer. 
Options: (select one from the options below)
_____ Prayer Line Option:  Kids line up and take turns stepping in front of the microphone to speak their prayers briefly.
_____ Prayer Chair: Adults or children with special prayer needs are invited to sit in the chairs. Kids gather around them, lay hands on their shoulders or knees and take turns praying.
_____ Popcorn Prayer: The leader moves through the crowd with a microphone and turns it toward kids who are raising their hands to pray. The kids speak their prayers into the microphone.
Lord’s Prayer:  Lead the children through the Lord’s Prayer, phrase by phrase, or let them pray the entire prayer along with you.
Blessing:
Speak a blessing prayer over the children. Personalize this to your setting. Use a special scripture verse or blessing around the theme of the day.
Song of Sending:
Choose one song. Briefly introduce song so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God.
Your choice of music

Supplies:
Attention Grabber
· ping-pong ball
· hair dryer
· The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  The Story Rewind and the current Story Scene
The Power of the Cross
· two ping-pong balls (one that can be dented)
· hair dryer
Learning Game

· ping-pong paddle
· several ping-pong balls
· four large tub lids or trash can lids
· candy
Bible Presentation
· Book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.
· Bible

· Signs for response verses

Application
· measuring tapes

· paper

· pencils
· ping pong balls
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