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Bible Basis: Ruth 1:1–2:23
Memory Verse: May the Lord reward you for what you have done. May the God of Israel bless you richly. —Ruth 2:12, NIV
Take Home Point: Ruth was adopted into God’s family.  I am adopted into God’s family too. 
Resource: The Story For Kids, Chapter 9: “The Faith of a Foreign Woman”
How does this address a need in our kids’ lives?
Often children are faced with difficulties early in life.  Many children today don’t have both their parents living in the same home and many times their parents don’t take responsibility of telling their faith to their children.  Children need to know that Jesus has adopted them into their family.  Jesus wants to be their father, friend, and teacher.
How does Jesus fill this need?
Jesus for us: Through Jesus’ death and resurrection, we can be adopted as sons and daughters of the King.
Jesus in us: The Spirit of Christ transforms us so that we are empowered by his living presence.
Jesus through us: Actions and words can be used by Jesus to invite others to his royal family.
Stamp of Excellence: 

Remind the kids what excellent worship looks like. We are in God’s presence to honor him. Put on your best manners. This might include wearing your name tag, participating eagerly at all times, listening when the leader is talking, raising your hand to speak, not distracting others, playing the learning game with cooperation, singing enthusiastically, and praying reverently. Offer rewards or positive reinforcement to those who worship with excellence. 
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Invocation: 

Let kids bring forward the worship symbols, such as the cross, candles, Bible, and offering plate. Invite God’s presence and call by name Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Attention Grabber: 

Capture the children’s attention and help them focus on the worship theme for the day.

Supplies 

· large light / blinding light 

Begin by introducing “The Story” series…

The Bible is one big story made of many little stories.  

The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  

The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”  
What happened this past week?  How many of you read your “Story for Children” (hold up book) at home?  

Your life is a story also…and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!
As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!  
Let’s take a look at what happened over the last couple of weeks in God’s Story.  And I wonder what’s going to happen today?!

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play both the Story Rewind and the current Story Scene:  

Ask the kids to be as still and quiet as they can while you turn out the lights. When the room is dark, use either a penlight or a flashlight to focus on specific children. Ask these kids:

How does it make you feel to have the light shine right at you? Does it make you feel special?

In today’s Kids Church, we are talking about how God moved in a foreign woman named Ruth.  Ruth never expected to have God move in her life.  She was a Moabite who didn’t worship the one true God, but God called her to be one of his children.
When we worship today, I want you to think of God shining his special light on you right now. What is in your heart? What are you thinking of that is very important to God? He wants you to know that he is calling you to come and help with his rescue plan. God wants you to be part of his rescue team.

Before you can do that, God wants you to know how much he loves you. God gave you his Son, Jesus, and when you trust in him, Jesus lives right in your heart. He fills you with so much love that you want to praise him and you want to be a part of his rescue team.  

Songs of Worship: 

Choose two or three songs. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God!

Your choice of music

The Power of the Cross: 

Jesus has given his life for us that we might have forgiveness and power to live for him. 
Supplies: 
· Soccer Ball

· Long list of Requirements

Today in Kids Church we are having a tryout to see who can be on the Kids Church soccer team.  To be on the Kids Church soccer team you must be able to meet the Kids Church Soccer team requirements.  Do you think you can meet these requirements?

Select three volunteers to come up.  Notice certain obscure characteristics about a person to exclude them from being on your soccer team.

I guess there is nobody good enough to be on my soccer team.  Was I being fair by sending those three away for something as simple as not being tall enough? No not at all!  Those requirements were unrealistic.  There is no way even I could meet them.  This kind of reminds me of the requirements to get into heaven.  Does anybody know what those requirements are?

Ask around to see if the kids can answer.

To get into heaven you have to be perfect.  Are any of us perfect?  No we make mistakes all the time, but God sent his son Jesus to take the price for our imperfection.  Jesus died so that anyone who believes in him may have eternal life and that they would be adopted into the family of God.  Even though we will still make mistakes, as long as we trust in God we are considered his daughter and son.

Song of Response:
Choose a song to help the children turn to Jesus. Or, you may want to help them celebrate what God has done by singing a song of praise. 

Your choice of music

Offering: 
Teach the importance of giving and talk about the mission activities they are supporting.

When a father gives a child an allowance, the money can be used for a lot of things. Did you know that all our money actually comes not from our earthly father but from our heavenly Father? He also says, “You can use it for whatever you need. But before you spend it all, give back to me one dollar out of every ten dollars. That way, I will use the money to help others come to know me.” 

As we put our offerings in the treasure box today, let’s remember that our money comes from our heavenly Father.



Learning Game: 

Some churches dismiss children from the adult service at this time to join Kids Church. The learning game provides a fun kinesthetic activity to help kids connect with each other. The learning point will help reinforce the theme of the day.

Two large sheets, multiple balls, and blindfolds for every child are needed for this game. 

This is a contest of boys against girls. It simply demonstrates that, to be an effective rescuer, we need to be able to see.   

Introduce the game with:

Kids, put on your imagination caps and look at these balls. They are not really balls. They are aardvark eggs, and they need to be rescued.

You see, these eggs are freezing and if they don’t get put on the blanket, they will freeze solid and die. If they can make it to the blanket, they will hatch and we will have a whole family of aardvarks. 

Do you know what an aardvark is? Let’s see your aardvark impression. Let’s listen for the best aardvark noise. Well, you sound like a family of aardvarks trying to save the eggs! 

Two kids from each team will come up front and hold a warming blanket for their team. Now everyone else must stand far away and get ready to deliver the aardvark eggs into their team’s warming blanket. Since aardvarks eat ants, let’s imagine there are ants covering the entire floor. This means that you cannot get up and walk over to put the eggs in the warming blanket. You are going to have to throw the eggs.  

Oh no! Something else has happened. The ants have given the signal that they are about to give off a poison gas. The only way to protect your eyes is to cover them with a blindfold! 

Make sure the little ones know you are only kidding as you put blindfolds on all kids. Have certain older children help tie the younger ones. Emphasize how important it is for the children to keep their eyes covered and closed so they don’t go blind from the poison gas. Then have the blindfolded kids throw the “eggs” into the “warming blankets.”

Count both sides’ eggs and redistribute. Repeat the game again. Now, spray an imaginary anecdote gas that neutralizes the ants’ poison gas, making it safe for them to remove their blindfolds. Since they can now see where to throw, count how many aardvark eggs are caught now.
Bible Presentation: 
Help children pay attention by giving them a word or concept to listen for as you read. Consider letting a child read who could do so with excellence.

Supplies:

· Book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.

Read the ninth chapter of The Story for Children. 
Application: 

Invite four kids forward to be part of a discussion panel. Some follow-up discussion questions might include:

Why do you think God chose Ruth to be a part of his kingdom? 

Where did Ruth and Naomi move to and why did they move?
What did Ruth do to help her family?

What does God do for us?
How does God call you?

What do you see that would change your life like Paul’s and make you want to go share your new life with others?

Witness and Tell: 

Give children opportunities to share how God is working in their lives. It is best to use a microphone to ask children interview questions around the theme for the day.

Read the above story or invite an adult who did not have Christian parents, to talk about how he/she witnessed to his/her parent(s). Invite kids to share any stories they have about sharing their faith with their families, especially someone in their family who doesn’t believe. This may not be a parent. It could be a brother, sister, grandparent, aunt, uncle, cousin, etc. Pray for each of those people. 

Prayer: 
Let the kids pray out loud. If you are using a microphone, invite children to form a prayer line and speak their thanksgivings or requests. If you have portable microphones, you can roam the audience. Kids can also go to prayer stations set up for specific types of prayer. 

Options: (select one from the options below)
_____ Prayer Line Option: Kids line up and take turns stepping in front of the microphone to speak their prayers briefly.

_____ Prayer Chair: Adults or children with special prayer needs are invited to sit in the chairs. Kids gather around them, lay hands on their shoulders or knees and take turns praying.

_____ Popcorn Prayer: The leader moves through the crowd with a microphone and turns it toward kids who are raising their hands to pray. The kids speak their prayers into the microphone.

Lord’s Prayer: Lead the children through the Lord’s Prayer, phrase by phrase, or let them pray the entire prayer along with you.

Blessing: 
Speak a blessing prayer over the children. Personalize this to your setting. Use a special scripture verse or blessing around the theme of the day.

Song of Sending:

Choose one song. Briefly introduce song so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God.

Your choice of music
Supplies:
Attention Grabber:

· large light / blinding light 

Power of the Cross

· Soccer Ball

· Long list of Requirements

Learning Game:

· Two large sheets

· multiple balls, 

· blindfolds
Bible Presentation:

· Book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.
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Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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