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Bible Basis: Matthew 19:13–15; Mark 10:13–16; Luke 18:15–17
Memory Verse: Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me. Don’t keep them away. The kingdom of heaven belongs to people like them.” —Matthew 19:14, NIrV 
Take Home Point: Jesus, the Son of God, told the children to come to him. I am important to Jesus.  
Resource: The Story for Children, Chapter 25: “Jesus, the Son of God”  
How does this address a need in our kids’ lives?
Kids need a savior.  Kids understand the world around them is sinful and people are the source of that sin.  Jesus not only calls the adults to receive the benefit of his sacrifice, but he also calls the little children.  God calls children to his kingdom knowing that they are more willing and eager to follow after the creator.
How does Jesus fill this need?
Jesus for us: Jesus died for us so that we could be with him one day.  Jesus sacrifice was a display to show how important we were to God the Father and how God truly loves his children.
Jesus in us: Jesus works in his children forming and making them new.  Jesus calls us out of darkness and into his glorious light signifying how important we are to him.

Jesus through us: Jesus uses adults and children to spread the good news of Jesus Christ.  We know Jesus is working through us to reap a large harvest.
Stamp of Excellence:
Remind the kids what excellent worship looks like. We are in God’s presence to honor him. Put on your best manners. This might include wearing your name tag, participating eagerly at all times, listening when the leader is talking, raising your hand to speak, not distracting others, playing the learning game with cooperation, singing enthusiastically, and praying reverently. Offer rewards or positive reinforcement to those who worship with excellence.
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Invocation:
Let kids bring forward the worship symbols, such as the cross, candles, Bible, and offering plate. Invite God’s presence and call by name Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
Attention Grabber:
Capture the children’s attention and help them focus on the worship theme for the day.
The Bible is one big story made of many little stories.

The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  
The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”

How many of you read your “Story for Children” (hold up book) at home this week?

Your life is a story also… and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!

As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!

Let’s take a look at what happened over the last couple of weeks in God’s Story.  And I wonder what’s going to happen today?!

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play both the Story Rewind and the current Story Scene:
Later we will zoom in for a closer look at a part of today’s story… a true story from the Bible. 
You have several options to demonstrate this one simple point: *There is power in the name of Jesus. 

Option 1: Label the outside of a large manila envelope, “Most Powerful Word in the World.” Inside the envelope have a large sheet of paper with “Jesus” clearly printed on it.  On the other side have the word printed “You”.
Option 2: Cover a cardboard tube from a paper towel roll with construction paper, stuffing the ends, and adding a rope to appear as a fuse. Present it as a stick of dynamite. Inside the stick of dynamite have a rolled up title of Jesus that you can pull out.  On the other side have the word printed “You”.
Option 3: You might dress in a costume of a fireman, surgical nurse, or some other rescue worker and explain the urgent need of a rescue. That rescue would be demonstrated as you produce a large copy of the word “Jesus.”  On the other side, have the word printed “You”. 

Using any one of these methods, present the following message.

Our theme for today’s worship is to focus on the one word that is more powerful than any other word. It has the power to rescue us from sin, from death, and from the power of the devil. Can anyone guess?  

Show the name of Jesus from any of the above options. 

It’s the name of Jesus. God’s word (NIV) says about the name of Jesus. “There is no other name under heaven given to men by which we must be saved.”        

What might you think Jesus’ most important word would be?
Flip the object.
Jesus thinks you are important.  Jesus said, “Let the little children come to me. Don’t keep them away. The kingdom of heaven belongs to people like them.” —Matthew 19:14, NIrV.  Jesus wants to be a part of your life and to wants you to worship him.  Let’s stand up and worship the God who thinks we are important.
Songs of Worship:
Choose two or three songs. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God!
Your choice of music
The Power of the Cross:
Jesus has given his life for us that we might have forgiveness and power to live for him.
Supplies:

· picture that demonstrates how God comes after us to rescue us or lead us—for example, there is a painting of a lamb on a rocky cliff and a shepherd reaching over the edge or climbing down to rescue the lamb
How many of you accidentally took a detour and got lost or separated from your parents at a mall or amusement park? How did it feel to not be in the right place? Scary or lost? When we disobey God it can be like walking away from his protection. That can feel quite scary. But God always comes after us.  God came after us through his Son, Jesus.  God sent his son to save the lost.  Jesus came and died for us to show that we were important to him.
Lead the children in a prayer of confession. Perhaps you have a picture to show that will demonstrate how God comes after us to rescue us or lead us.  

Song of Response:
Choose a song to help the children turn to Jesus. Or, you may want to help them celebrate what God has done by singing a song of praise. 
Your choice of music
Offering:
Teach the importance of giving and talk about the mission activities they are supporting.

Supplies: hula hoop or string

Tell about this month’s mission project. Put the hula hoop on the floor and place the offering bucket on a stool behind it and say:

Let’s pretend that this hula hoop or string circle is our offering plate. When you give your offering, step into the “offering circle.” 

Even if you don’t have money to give, you can still offer yourself back to God. Since Jesus gave himself for us, when we give our possessions to him, it symbolizes that we are giving ourselves back to him.


Learning Game:
Some churches dismiss children from the adult service at this time to join Kids Church. The learning game provides a fun kinesthetic activity to help kids connect with each other. The learning point will help reinforce the theme of the day.
Too Much To Carry Relay

Divide the kids into two teams for a relay. Have the teams line up behind their team line. Each team has its own “storehouse” approximately 15 yards away. In this storehouse will be a wide array of possessions. Both storehouses need to be similar in the possessions they contain. Possessions could include sports balls, games, books, clothes, and videos. There needs to be at least 15 items for each team.

Starting from behind the team line, the first contestant from each team walks to his team’s storehouse. He must pick up an object and carry it back to his team’s line. This player will pass the object to the next person in line. This person will carry the first object to the storehouse, pick up a second object and return to the line to pass both of his objects to the next person in line. The number of objects one hands to the first person in line continues to grow until it is impossible to gather any more objects.

There is one catch to this game. Throughout the process, the relay person must be holding the hand of an adult at all times. (One adult can help the entire team, trading hands when it becomes another child’s turn.) What will likely happen is the child will pull his hand out of the adult’s to pick up objects or balance them in his arms. This will become a teaching point after the game.

Any time a child drops an object, the child must stop and pick up the object. The secret rule for the adult is that he can never help pick up an object and put it in a child’s hand—unless the child asks him. But if asked, the adult may pick up dropped objects, carry one or more objects for a child, or even have a box available to put the objects in and carry them for the child. The key is, the adult can only help if the child asks for help. The adult may not hint to the child in any way that he could help.
The game continues until it becomes impossible to carry the objects without letting go of the adult’s hand or dropping the objects, or until one or more teams think to ask its adult to help.

Gather the children together and discuss:

How did you feel when you couldn’t hold all of the objects and they kept dropping?

How many of you let go of the adult’s hand?

Were you ever upset that it was a rule to always hang onto the adult’s hand?

Did you find the adult able to help you in any way?

Did you know there was a secret rule? If you ever had asked the adult to carry something for you, the adult would have done it. He even had a box to carry it in.

Do you know what this game shows? God wants to hold our hands through life, but sometimes we’re too busy trying to own lots of stuff that we let go of his hand. We can trust God by reminding ourselves that we are important to God.  God thought we were important enough to send his son, Jesus.  Jesus died for us because God wanted to be with us.  It’s so awesome to know that God cares about us and thinks we’re important.
Bible Presentation:
Help children pay attention by giving them a word or concept to listen for as you read. Consider letting a child read who could do so with excellence.
Important People

Today’s story is a first person narrative from the perspective of Thaddeus, one of Jesus’ disciples. If you’d like, you can dress up in Bible-time clothes. For more fun, ask an adult who does not normally teach your class to come in and share the Bible story.

Thaddeus:  Hi!   My name is Thaddeus. I’m one of Jesus’ 12 disciples. We thought we knew Jesus pretty well. After all, we had been traveling with him for a while and listening to him teach. He’d been doing some amazing things. We’d even seen him feed five thousand men with two loaves of bread and five fish from a little boy’s lunch. Have you ever tried to feed that many people with a lunch meant for one child? We thought we were going to look really silly trying to feed that many people with so little food.

Jesus walked on water and calmed a furious storm. He healed tons of people and then he did something none of us would have ever believed if we hadn’t seen it with our own eyes. Jesus had a good friend named Lazarus. One day, Jesus heard that Lazarus was really sick, but by the time we got to Lazarus’ house, he had been dead for four days. We all knew that Jesus could heal sick people, so no one understood why Jesus hadn’t helped Lazarus. We walked to Lazarus’ tomb and Jesus asked for the stone to be rolled away. Now, I don’t know if you know, but it doesn’t smell that good inside a tomb. But some people rolled the stone away anyway. Jesus prayed and then shouted, “Lazarus, come out!” We all watched in amazement as Lazarus walked out of that tomb alive and well, as if he’d never been sick.

Jesus is always surprising us with the things he does, but we still thought we knew Jesus pretty well.

One day, Jesus had been teaching the people. When Jesus teaches, everyone tries to get close to him. They think he’s pretty special. This time, parents were trying to get their children close to Jesus. They wanted Jesus to bless their children. You see, blessings were really important. A blessing is more than fancy words. A blessing from Jesus had God’s power to bring about the words that were spoken. A blessing had power to bring what was said to happen.

The other disciples and I had this one covered. If you didn’t know, teaching crowds is hard work. We thought Jesus should have a break from teaching and rest for a while. So, we sent the parents and children away. “Not now,” we said. “Jesus has more important things to do.” After all, Jesus is the Son of God. He should be spending time with important people like our leaders. So, we kept sending them away. We didn’t want the children to take up Jesus’ time.

Then, Jesus got angry. We didn’t know why he was so angry. We were only trying to help him. Every child from miles around would have come to be blessed by Jesus. He could have been there all night blessing the children. What did we do this time? We were always getting into trouble for things. But every time Jesus would forgive us.

I’d tell you what Jesus said, but maybe you’d like to help me. What Jesus said was so important that three different people wrote about it in their books about Jesus’ life. Can you read what Jesus said? (Have a child read Mark 10:14b–15.)

Jesus told the children to come to him. When he said that, some of the children wiggled out of their parents’ hands and ran to Jesus. Others were shy and tried to hide behind their parents. Jesus took some of the children in his arms and gave them hugs. He put his hands on some of their heads. But, he blessed all of them. By the time Jesus was done, even the shy children were trying to get close to Jesus.

We were right about one thing. Children came from everywhere to be blessed by Jesus. He said that to receive the kingdom of God you have to have faith like a little child and just believe. I guess we still have a lot to learn from Jesus, but we know that children are important to Jesus. We won’t make that mistake again!
Application
Option #1 The Story

Supplies:

· Book: The Story for Children. Copyright © 2011 by Max Lucado, Randy Frazee, and Karen Davis Hill. Illustrations © 2011 by Fausto Bianchi.

Read the twenty-fifth of The Story for Children.

Witness and Tell:
Give children opportunities to share how God is working in their lives. It is best to use a microphone to ask children interview questions around the theme for the day.
Prayer:
Let the kids pray out loud. If you are using a microphone, invite children to form a prayer line and speak their thanksgivings or requests. If you have portable microphones, you can roam the audience. Kids can also go to prayer stations set up for specific types of prayer. 
Options: (select one from the options below)
_____ Prayer Line Option:  Kids line up and take turns stepping in front of the microphone to speak their prayers briefly.
_____ Prayer Chair: Adults or children with special prayer needs are invited to sit in the chairs. Kids gather around them, lay hands on their shoulders or knees and take turns praying.
_____ Popcorn Prayer: The leader moves through the crowd with a microphone and turns it toward kids who are raising their hands to pray. The kids speak their prayers into the microphone.
Lord’s Prayer:  Lead the children through the Lord’s Prayer, phrase by phrase, or let them pray the entire prayer along with you.
Blessing:
Speak a blessing prayer over the children. Personalize this to your setting. Use a special scripture verse or blessing around the theme of the day.
Song of Sending:
Choose one song. Briefly introduce song so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God.
Your choice of music

Supplies:
Attention Grabber
· Option 1: large manila envelope
· Option 2: Cover a cardboard tube from a paper towel roll with construction paper and adding a rope to appear as a fuse
· Option 3: costume of a fireman, surgical nurse, or some other rescue worker
Power of the Cross

· picture that demonstrates how God comes after us to rescue us or lead us—for example, there is a painting of a lamb on a rocky cliff and a shepherd reaching over the edge or climbing down to rescue the lamb
Learning Game

· Pile of assorted items that could include sports balls, games, books, clothes, and videos
· Empty box (shoebox or slightly larger)
Bible Event:
· Thaddeus Costume 
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