[image: image3.jpg])



[image: image4.jpg]



[image: image5.jpg]



Take Home Point: *God wants me to follow him. *Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson.
Bible Event:  Ezra 1:1-7; Haggai 1:2-11; Zechariah 5:2-22              

Memory Verse:   Zechariah 8:8 “They will be my people, I will be their faithful God, I will keep my promises to them.”
We will help kids know:
· The Bible event of God’s people returning to Jerusalem and rebuilding the temple
· God keeps his promises
· God’s people promise to follow his ways.
· God wants us to follow Him

We will help kids feel:
· Confidence in God keeping his promises.
· Motivated to follow God.

· Excited for the return of God’s people to their home

We will help kids do:

· Learn why Gordy is happy to be home from vacation
· God wants to be in every piece of our lives – discover what this means 

· God is forever and he wants us to follow him – how can we share this message

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED
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Small Group Warm-Up


	3
	Children play a game and discuss how it feels to try something that appears easy, but is actually very difficult.
	None needed

	Large Group
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10

	Overview

Puppet Presentation: “Gordy is happy to be home.” Gordy goes on vacation, only to decide the best part was coming back home.
Dramatic Bible Event:  Retelling of God’s people returning to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple 
Puppet Conclusion: “Gordy wants to follow God.”
	· Gordy
· scarf or length of fabric, noisemaker, pot lids or cymbals, music book, box of tissues

	Small Group Application
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	3-5
	Children learn that God wants to be with us and help us in every part of our lives. *God wants us to follow him.
	· Jenga pieces


Small Group Warm-Up:  15 minutes
Purpose: Get pointed in the right direction! Build relationships and help guests feel at ease. Do the learning readiness activity that will point your group in the right direction for the lesson.
Ask children to stand sideways against a wall and put one shoulder and one foot against the wall. Challenge them to try to lift the other foot off the floor. This is more difficult than it looks!  After a few tries, explain that this action requires shifting your body’s balancing point, but the wall keeps you from doing that.
After the game, have them sit down and discuss:

Tell me about something you’ve done that looked easy but turned out to be hard.
Do you like to try new things, or do you like to stay with the old way? Explain.
In the Bible story today, we’ll see that God’s people reached a point where they had to shift their balancing point. They had to make some changes to do what God asked them to do. Today we will learn that *God wants me to follow him. 
Large Group Overview: 20-30 minutes
 Purpose: Help kids observe what the Bible says. Present the Bible Event in creative fashion. Help kids begin to interpret what it means.

Puppet Presentation: “Gordy is happy to be home”— Gordy describes the best part of vacation as returning home.
Bible Event: The kids participate in a retelling of God’s people returning to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple.
Puppet Conclusion: “Gordy wants to follow God”—Gordy realizes 
Small Group Application:  20-25 minutes
Purpose: Help kids map out the meaning of the Bible event in their lives. Use the questions to stimulate discussion but don't feel tied to them. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you. Include personal examples from your own faith journey. The example of Christ at work in your life will leave lasting impressions of how Christ can work in the children's lives.
 

Use your Bibles! Children need to learn how to look up references and follow along when scripture is read aloud. Allow for quality time of prayer at the close of the lesson.

Observation Questions: What happened?

What proclamation did King Cyrus give to the people? (Ezra 1:1-3. The people could go to Jerusalem and build a temple.)

How many people chose to go to Jerusalem? (Ezra 2:64. 42,360.)

What did they do when they had laid the foundation of the temple? (Ezra 3:10-11. They sang to the Lord with praise and thanksgiving.)

Why did the people stop working on the building of the temple? (Ezra 4:1-5. They were stopped by those that were against them.)

Who did God send to give a message to the people that were supposed to be building the temple? (Ezra 5:1. Haggai and Zechariah)

Did they complete the building of the temple? (Ezra 6:14. Yes)

What message did Haggai give to the people? (Haggai 1:1-15)

What message did Zechariah give to the people? (Zechariah 8:7-23)

Interpretation Question: What does this mean?

Why was God unhappy with the people? (Because they did not keep themselves focused on him and the building of his temple.)

Did God just wait for the people to decide to finish the temple? (No, he sent messengers to talk to them. He did not want the people to forget about him and the temple.)
Application Question: What does this mean to me?
Application Activity:
Have the children help stack a couple layers of Jenga pieces. 

What if this was the only part of our life we gave God? Or what if this is all we learned about him? (Give time for the children to respond.) Would this make God happy?
Stack the remainder of the Jenga pieces as the children respond to the following question. 

How could we give more of ourselves and our lives to God? (Read the Bible, pray, trust him, tell others about him, etc.)

God wants us to follow him. Not just believe in him, but give every part of ourselves and our lives to him. 

Remove a Jenga piece for each response to the following question.

What happens if we do not stay focused on him? (We may worry more, we may try to do things on our own and it may be more difficult, etc.)

What happened to our tower when we removed the pieces? (It became unbalanced.)

God wants to be more than just the foundation of our lives. He wants to be in every piece of it. We may need to shift our balance to do this. When we stay focused on God, he is our strength, our protector, and so much more.   

What parts of your life do not include God, or what are some of the things that you focus on other than God? Let’s pray about these things and ask God to help us focus more on him. 
Give each child this week’s trading card. Say: 
Today we learned *God wants me to follow him. How can we share this message with others?
Help the students come up with what they might say. 


Large Group Presentation: 20-30 minutes

INTRODUCTION:

The Bible is one big story made of many little stories.  

The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  

The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”  

What happened this past week?  How many of you read your “Story for Children” (hold up book) at home?  

Today we will learn about the Bible event of God’s people returning to Jerusalem to rebuild the temple.
Your life is a story also…and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!
As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!  

Let’s take a look at what happened over the last couple of weeks in God’s Story.  And I wonder what’s going to happen today?!

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos. Play both the StoryRewind and the current StoryScene:  
Now let’s zoom in for a closer look at a part of today’s Story…a true story from the Bible.  

Start the puppet presentation now.
Gordy is Happy to be Home
Puppet Presentation

Supplies needed: Gordy, scarf or length of fabric, noisemaker, pot lids or cymbals, music book, box of tissues
Presenter:
Kids, I heard Gordy just came back from vacation.  Let’s ask him about it.  Gordy!

Gordy:
Hello kids!  It’s great to be here.
Presenter:
I heard you just returned from vacation.  Tell me about it.

Gordy:
I played Nerf wars with my friends really late last night.
Presenter:
Oh, that’s nice.  

Gordy:
And I slept in my own super duper comfy bed.
Presenter:
But what was the best part of your vacation?
Gordy:
Did I mention that I like to eat peanut butter and jelly omelets every day at home for breakfast?
Presenter:
Gordy, it sounds like you are really happy to be home.
Gordy:
Yeah, that was the best part of vacation.
Presenter:
Huh?
Gordy:
Coming home was the best part of vacation.
Presenter:
How’s that?

Gordy:
Well, I didn’t have my fun friends or comfy bed or PBJ omelets on my vacation.  And I really like those things….a lot.
Presenter:
It sounds like you got a little homesick.
Gordy:
No, I didn’t get sick.  I just missed my awesome stuff.
Presenter:
Yes, that’s sort of what being homesick means.  Can you imagine being away from your home for many many years?
Gordy:
That would really stink.
Presenter:
God’s people were probably homesick too. They didn’t have their temple to worship God.  They had been in slavery in Babylon for many many years.  Today we will learn about God’s people returning home to Jerusalem and rebuilding the temple. I will need five volunteers to act out our Bible event today.
Bible Event

God’s people were excited! After many years of living in a foreign country far away, they were going home! Cyrus, the new king of Persia, sent a message all through the kingdom telling God’s people they could go back to Jerusalem, to their own city, and build a new

temple for the Lord. The old temple had been destroyed when old king Nebuchadnezzar carried God’s people off to the foreign country. Cyrus was a much nicer king. They packed up their stuff and rounded up their animals.   Forty-two thousand people made the long trip back to Jerusalem, ready to rebuild their land.

The builders in the group got right down to business. They laid the foundation for the new temple right over the place where the old temple had been. And then it was time to party!

The priests arrived with their special clothes. Pause and dramatically drape a scarf or fabric around one child, fussing to get it just right. Have the child take a bow.

They brought their trumpets with them. Pause and give one child a noisemaker. Allow a moment for the child to make noise. Point at the priest to bow.

The Levites came, too. They assisted the priests when the people worshiped. They brought their cymbals with them. Pause and give pot lids or cymbals to one child and allow a moment to bang them together. Point at the trumpeter to blow the noisemaker. Point at the priest to bow.

The priests and Levites took their places ready to praise the Lord. They did everything just the way the great King David had done it. They sang to the Lord.  Pause and give music to one child. Encourage the child to sing, “La, la, la.” Point at the Levite to clang cymbals. Point at the trumpeter to blow the noisemaker. Point at the priest to bow.

All the people thanked the Lord, they praised the Lord. Here’s what they said. 
Repeat after me.

The Lord is good.

Echo: The Lord is good.

His faithful love to Israel

Echo: His faithful love to Israel

continues forever.

Echo: continues forever.

All the people gave a loud shout. Let’s hear you give a loud shout of “Praise the Lord” on the count of three. 

The people were glad because the foundation of the Lord’s temple had been laid. Now they would be able to worship the way God wanted them to. Now they could let everyone around them know that

they wanted to follow God. Going back to Jerusalem and rebuilding the temple was their way of saying they were ready to follow God now.

Ezra 3:12 says “But many of the older priests and Levites and family heads, who had seen the former temple, wept aloud when they saw the foundation of this temple being laid, while many others shouted for joy.” Pause and hand the box of tissues to one child. Encourage the child to wail loudly.

Ezra 3:13 says “No one could distinguish the sound of the shouts of joy from the sounds of weeping, because the people made so much noise.  Let’s hear another shout. You can shout, “Praise the Lord” or you can sob loudly. One, two, three! 
The people had to build houses, too. Some of them got distracted with building their own houses and forgot about working on the temple. So God sent messengers named Haggai and Zechariah to remind the people what they were supposed to be doing. Haggai and

Zechariah reminded the people that God loved them and wanted them to worship him in the temple.
 Zechariah told the people that God said, “I will save my people. I will gather them from the countries of the east and the west. I will bring them back to live in Jerusalem.  They will be my people. I will be their faithful God. I will keep my promises to them.” Then the people got back to work on the temple. When it was finished, it was time to party again! Let’s shout one more time. One, two, three. Pause to shout. Now the people had a place to worship God. God had kept his promise to bring them back to Jerusalem, and now they could keep their promises to follow his ways.

Gordy wants to follow God
Puppet Conclusion

Gordy:
Wow.  It sounds like they were really glad to be back home.

Presenter:
That’s true, Gordy.  Praising God in the temple was something very special to them.
Gordy:
Just like my friends and bed and omelets are special to me!

Presenter:
Yes, I guess so.  But even more important than returning home to Jerusalem, was their hearts returning to God.
Gordy:
What do you mean?

Presenter: 
They had been serving false gods and not following the One True God.  Now, they were renewing their promise to follow him.  God cares so much for us, he gave us a perfect example of following him.  Kids, do you know who that is? (Allow time for the children to respond “Jesus.”)
Gordy:
Wow.  They are a smart bunch of kids.

Presenter: 
Jesus was willing to follow God’s plan all the way to death on the cross.  Gordy, do you know why he died on the cross?

Gordy:
Sure, he loves me and died for my mistakes.  Guess, I am smart too!

Presenter:
Wow! That’s exactly right. God wants a forever relationship with you. He gives us that when we believe that Jesus died for our sins.
Gordy:
I wish God were right here to play a game of “Follow the Leader” and I could show him how ready I am to follow!

Presenter:
That would be fun, but it’s not quite that easy. Just like the people became distracted away from building the temple, we get distracted too.  God wants you to practice following him in little things every day.  Things like: obeying your parents, being kind to your siblings, sharing your toys and telling the truth when you know you will get in trouble.  

Gordy:
Oh, I’m going to need a lot of help to do that.  I really like my Nerf toys.
Presenter:
I know someone who wants to help you.

Gordy:
Who’s that?  
Presenter:
Well, it’s someone who is with you all the time…

Gordy:
God?

Presenter: 
Yes!  You just need to ask for help.

Gordy:
Well, if he’s going to help…I’m ready to follow. *God wants me to follow him.  Hey!  That’s the “point” thing we take home.

Presenter:
Yep.  The take home point is *God wants me to follow him.  Gordy, why don’t you pray for help with following him. 
Gordy:
Sure.  Dear God, Thank you for bringing me home safe from vacation to enjoy all my awesome stuff.  I sure am glad to be back.  Help me to follow you in all the little things that are really hard to do.  Thank you for Jesus who followed you perfectly.  Amen.
Date: 	________________
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Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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