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Take Home Point: *Worship the only true God. 
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson.
Bible Event: I Kings 18:17-45       

Key Verse: Matthew 4:10b, “… Scripture says, ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve only him.’” (GW)
We will help kids know:
· There is only one true God and we should worship only him.

· When others question God’s existence, they can share their personal faith in God instead of trying to argue and prove God’s existence.

· God is real and they can personally experience his love and power in their lives through Jesus as their Savior.

We will help kids feel:
· Respect for God and his exclusive claim to be the only true God.

· Confidence in knowing that they have a relationship with the one true God.

We will help kids do:
· Taste and enjoy an orange just as they might experience the joy of a relationship with God.

· Learn an illustration using an orange, to share with others how to know there is a God.         

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
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Small Group Warm-Up
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	Kids play “How Do You Know?” to learn how experiencing an orange can point them to God.
	· paper bag
· napkin
· peeled orange
· blindfold
· tissues

	Large Group
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7
9

	Overview

Welcome- T The Story Overview 
Watch Ch. 1 Play Recap Video 14
Play “Catch Play “Catch The Story”
 Watch 13 T  

                      Watch The Story Video 

                                   Chapter 15

 Narrative:  “God in a Flash”

The Bible event from 1 Kings 17-18
	· tub of sand

· flash paper OR rubbing alcohol in a pan
· butane lighter
· Bible in a plastic bag
· key with discovery point: “I am made of wood or stone and many are dying to love me?  Who am I?”
· two scrolls, one tied with red and one tied with black ribbon

· video, Animated Stories from the Bible: Elijah, Nest Family Entertainment – cued to 3:07

· “CHEER!!!”and “Boo/Hiss!!!” signs
· pom-poms


	Small Group Application
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	Kids learn an illustration with an orange that can help them point their friends to God.
	· an orange slice for each student


Small Group Warm-Up: 15 minutes
Purpose: Get pointed in the right direction! Build relationships and help guests feel at ease. Do the learning readiness activity that will point your group in the right direction for the lesson.
Supplies needed: paper bag, napkin, peeled orange, blindfold, tissue
In advance, peel an orange and put it in a paper bag out of sight.

Tell the kids you are going to play a game called, “How Do You Know?” Select a kid based on who has the closest birthday to today. Put a blindfold stuffed with tissues (to keep him from peering beneath the blindfold) over the child’s eyes.

Ask the blindfolded child the following questions:

Do you know I am right here? How do you know? (I hear your voice.)
Do you know I am your shepherd and I like you? How do you know? (Accept any response. Hopefully, they will say you have treated them like you like them.) 

Did you know I have a special gift for you? How do you know? (Take any answer.) But you cannot see the gift!

Can you guess what the gift is? I will place a bag in front of you. See if you can guess what is in it without touching the bag.

Hold the open bag near the child’s nose and let them guess.

You think it might be an orange. How do you know? (I can smell it.)
What do you think you will feel if you put your hand in the bag? 
Let the child touch the orange. Then let him/her take his/her blindfold off and eat a slice of the orange. Pass out orange slices to all the kids and then ask:

How do you know there is a God? (Let the kids talk.)

How would you explain this to one of your friends if they asked you the same question? Can you hear, smell, touch, taste, or see God?

Today we will talk about ways God makes it clear to us that he is the only true God. We will learn to *worship the only true God.
Large Group Overview: 20-30 minutes
 Purpose: Help kids observe what the Bible says. Present the Bible event in creative fashion. Help kids begin to interpret what it means.

· Play “Catch The Story”  Watch The Story Review chapter 14
· Watch The Story Video Chapter 15
· Narrative:  “Discovery Digs – God in a Flash”
· Video Presentation: The Bible event from 1 Kings 18:17-45 is shown in the video, Animated Stories from the Bible: Elijah.
Small Group Application: 20-25 minutes
Purpose: Help kids map out the meaning of the Bible event in their lives. Use the questions to stimulate discussion but don't feel tied to them. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you. Include personal examples from your own faith journey. The example of Christ at work in your life will leave lasting impressions of how Christ can work in the children's lives.
 

Use your Bibles! Children need to learn how to look up references and follow along when scripture is read aloud. Allow for quality time of prayer at the close of the lesson.

Observation Questions: What happened?

Have kids refer to 1 Kings 18:17-45 in their Bibles for the following questions.

Elijah, the prophet of the one true God, challenged the prophets of Baal to prove the existence of their god. How many prophets of Baal met him on Mount Carmel? (1 Kings 18:19, 22. 450 prophets of Baal and 400 prophets of Asherah.)

What challenge did Elijah present to the prophets of Baal? (1 Kings 18:23-24. Both would cut up a bull as a sacrifice but not set it on fire. They would each call on their god and the one who answered with fire would prove to be the real God.)
What did the prophets of Baal do to try and get an answer from their god? How long did they perform these rituals? (1 Kings 18:26-29. They called on the name of their god. They danced around the altar they had made. They kept shouting louder and louder and even cut themselves until they bled. They performed these rituals until the evening sacrifice.)

What was the response of Baal? (Nothing.) 

What did Elijah do to make an even greater challenge for his God? (1 Kings 18:30-37. He built an altar with a trench around it. Then he had water poured on the sacrifice until it filled the trench. He prayed and called on the Lord to make himself known.)

How did the one true God respond? (1 Kings 18:38. The Lord sent a fire that consumed the burnt offering, wood, stones, and dirt. The fire even dried up the water trench.)

How did the people respond to the fire show? (1 Kings 18:39. They immediately bowed to the ground and proclaimed, “The Lord is God!”)

Interpretation Questions: What does this mean?

Do you think it was easy or hard for Elijah to present this challenge to the prophets of Baal? Why?

What do you think gave Elijah the courage to give this challenge? (Elijah had faith that our God is a powerful, mighty God and the false gods had no power. He had a relationship with God and knew God would not let him down.)

Application Questions: What does this mean to me?

Has anyone ever challenged you to prove that God is real? What can you say to them?

Application Activity:

Supplies needed: an orange slice for each child

Pass out an orange slice to each kid. Then say:

Let me show you one way you can respond to someone who challenges you to prove God is real. 

Ask this person to describe what an orange tastes like. (Juicy, sweet, pulpy, orangey.) Then ask him/her, “How do you know? How would you be able to describe an orange if you had never tasted it before? It is the same as with God.”

We can describe God. We can point out all the things he has made in creation. We can even tell this person that everyone has a mark of God on his/her heart because we all have a sense of what is right and wrong. We might even have a feeling that God, who is bigger than us, is out there somewhere. But to know more about God, we need to learn who he is in the Bible. 

In his word, we learn God made a way for us to know him personally when he gave us Jesus. The only way you can experience God is by tasting him yourself. The Bible says in Psalm 34:8, “Taste and see that the Lord is good.” So taste for yourself what it means to trust in Jesus.

Have each one take a bite of their orange. 

If someone wants to know, we can explain who God is and what he has done for us personally. But to really experience God, they need to taste for themselves by putting faith and trust in Jesus. 

To do this, one might tell God in prayer, “I admit that I am a sinner. Jesus, I need you in my life and want to know that you are real. I know that the Bible shows me you died for my sins. Please come into my life and be my leader. In Jesus’ name, Amen.”

What are ways you have tasted the goodness of God? Or, how have you experienced that God is real?

When we know and experience God, we can be like Elijah and confidently *worship the only true God. Just as Matthew 4:10b says, “Worship the Lord your God and serve only him.” 
Closing Prayer:

Encourage the kids to pray for their friends that may need to “taste and see that the Lord is good.”


Large Group Presentation: 20-30 minutes

God’s Big Story, My Little Story:

Welcome to Catch the Story, where every week we explore together how the Bible is one big story made of many little stories.
The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  

The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”  

How did you do this past week?  How many of you read chapter 15 of The Story (hold up book) at home?  

Today we will learn God sent his messengers to warn the people that they must worship only him.
Your life is a story also…and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!
Let’s take a look at what happened last week in God’s Story. And I wonder what’s going to happen today?
The Story Rewind:

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos, showing ONLY The Story Recap Session 14.  (reviewing session 13). (You will show the Story Scene for today’s session later…)

“Catch the Story” Game:

Supplies: 4 balls, each a different color; 4 Color-Coded Review Questions (matching the colors of the balls) below…

And now it’s time to play Catch the Story! It’s boys vs. girls, and we’re going to see who can remember more about what we’ve been studying. 

Reach into the bag and randomly pull out a ball.  Toss it to the first group where the person catching it will answer the question. If the boy or girl who got the ball fails to give the correct answer, have them give the ball back to you, and you toss
it to the other team for a chance to steal the points.  A correct answer is worth 1000 points. Keep tally as you go.     

Questions to review last week: 

· Green:  
What was the name of Solomon’s son who was became king after him? (Rehoboam.)
· Blue:     
What bad advice from his boastful young friends did King Rehoboam follow that caused the people to rebel against his rule? (He increased their burdens even though they asked him to lighten the load.)
· Purple: 
Who was Rehoboam’s grandson that eventually became king and listened to God’s? (Asa.)

· Yellow:  
What did King Asa do that the Lord considered to be right? (He got rid of the idols.)
After receiving an answer to the fourth question and announcing the running score, calculate how many points it would take for the team that’s behind to win.

It looks like (the boys/the girls/both teams) have really caught the story well! And now it’s time for our final question…  worth (_____) points today! (However many points it would take to enable the losing team to just barely win. If the score is currently tied, give the final question any point value you want…) I’ll need one boy and one girl to represent your group. 
Choose one boy and one girl. Say to the two representatives:
Everything depends now on your getting this one right! Your team is counting on you! No pressure though…

Ask a silly question here. E.g. Name someone in this room who is wearing glasses today! Or – What is the first and last name of your small group shepherd? Or – What color are _______’s shoes this morning? (The question needn’t have anything to do with today’s lesson …)

Whichever representative responds fastest (with the right answer) wins.  

Show The Story: Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play Story Scene for Chapter 15.
After the video, continue with the following drama.
God in a Flash

Discovery Digs – Dramatic Characterization

The theme for this series is "Discovery Digs.” Two presenters play the role of explorers searching through the sands of time for lessons from God’s story in the Bible. The characters’ or story tellers’ are Dr. C. M. Goofagain and Dr. Turner Round (Dr. G and Dr. T, for short). We suggest that both characters develop their own personality, accent and costume. Both are archeologists and historians. Both know the Bible events enough to tell them well. Since they are presenting to kids, it’s helpful to note that “overacting” works well with kids! Exaggerate expressions of surprise, exhortation or puzzlement.

Dr. C. M. Goofagain and Dr. Turner Round search through the “Sands of Time” and through the pages of the Bible for a special discovery. These are Bible truths that students not only discover, but truths that they put into practice. The Bible events are not told as exact readings of the Bible but are paraphrased. Still, it is a good idea to have a Bible in hand so that students can see the source. They might use a clipboard to hold their script, though it looks like archeologist’s notes.

A student is brought forward to pull a special key out of the “Sands of Time”—a key that has a clue to the discovery of the day. It is helpful for the characters to use a dry paint brush to brush off the sand from objects pulled from the sand. There is special humor as the archeologists first put their hands in the sand to pull out a rather surprising or intimidating object. This creates just a bit more suspense for the student who then goes searching for the key. Then the characters tell their story in creative fashion using the student volunteer or perhaps the entire audience.

Props:

· A tub of sand, at least six inches deep. Label it “Sands of Time”

· flash paper OR rubbing alcohol in a pan
· butane lighter
· Bible in plastic bag 

· key with discovery point: “I am made of wood or stone and many are dying to love me?  Who am I?”
· two scrolls, one tied with red and one tied with black ribbon

· “CHEER!!!” and “Boo/Hiss!!!” signs
· pom-poms
Introduce the professors (either both or only one if two aren’t available). Then ask the group for two volunteer cheerleaders to wield pom poms to help motivate the explorers.  Also recruit two additional volunteers to hold the “CHEER!!!” and “Boo/Hiss!!!” posters.  Ask the group to practice their best “Cheer!” and Boo/Hiss!!!” and teach them to respond appropriately to bad or good events in the story as dug up by our explorers.  

Dr. C. M. Goofagain asks a student to come to the front and pull a key from the sand.  Attached to the key is a discovery clue.  The clue reads, “I am made of wood or stone and many are dying to love me?  Who am I?” (No need for an answer yet but if guessed, the answer is “false god and idol Baal”).  
Dr. C. M. Goofagain digs into the tub of sand and pulls a scroll with a red tie, opens the scroll and reads:

God’s people divided into two kingdoms, Judah and Israel. Israel had a series of evil kings.  (“Boo/Hiss!”)  One of the worst was Ahab, whose wife Jezebel was even more evil than he was! (“Boo/Hiss!”) Ahab and Jezebel had forgotten God and worshiped a false god named Baal who they thought could control rain and therefore give life. (“Boo/Hiss!”) 

At the same time, though, there was a man living in Israel who loved God and did God’s work. His name was Elijah (“CHEER!!!” with pom poms), and God chose him to speak to King Ahab and explain to him that the God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob is real and powerful, he created everything and that the false god Baal was nothing. (“Cheer!!! ”pom poms)  Elijah went to Ahab and told him God’s message that it would not rain in all of Israel until the one true God allowed it to rain. (“Cheer!” pom poms)

Dr. Turner Round reaches in to the sand and retrieves another scroll with a black ribbon. It reads:

God’s message was true.  (“Cheer!” pom poms)  After three years of no rain in all of Israel, Elijah challenged Ahab and his false god Baal. On a mountain in front of all the people of Israel, Elijah proved that God was the only true God, and the gods Ahab worshiped had no power at all. (“Cheer!!! pom poms)

Dr. C. M. Goofagain digs into the tub of sand and says:

Perhaps there is a clue in the Sands of Time to point to what God did on a mountain called Carmel. 
He reaches into the sand and pulls the lighter and flash paper from the sand and quickly touches the lighter to the flash paper, tossing it out in a brilliant flash (or light the pan of alcohol).  (“Cheer!!!” and pom poms).  
Cheerleaders can return to seats.


Video

Show the video, Animated Stories from the Bible: Elijah. Cue to after Elijah heals widow’s son at: “Now I can see that Baal was waiting for this moment to prove…” Approximately 3:07 from opening credits.

After video

Dr. C. M. Goofagain says:

So what was the answer to the clue that reads, “I am made of wood or stone and many are dying to love me?  Who am I?” The answer is “false god and idol Baal”.  So God showed He was real by sending fire down from heaven but how do you know He is real?  You cannot see Him, but you can see what he has made. All of creation points to the fact that someone made it. That someone is the God of the universe. Well, have you ever felt that God was actually near you? Or have you ever felt bad when you did something wrong and wished God would take that bad feeling away? 
How do we know that our God is real, He is near us, He loves us, and wants to forgive our sins so we can live forever with Him?  Well, God gives us this.” (He reaches into the sand and pulls out the Bible.)

This is the word, which is called the Bible. God’s word shows us God’s complete personality or who he is. God is the Creator of all. He is the one who is all around us. Sometimes, we can even sense his presence. But most importantly, God is the one who loves us so much that he sent his own Son Jesus. 

Jesus took all of our sin on himself so that we can be friends with God. Now our sins will not get in the way of our friendship with God. Because of God’s great love for us, we want to *worship him as the only God. 
God’s word reminds us of this in Matthew 4:10b, “Scripture says, ‘Worship the Lord your God and serve only him.’”

There is only one God in three persons: God the Father, his Son, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit who gives us the power to trust him.  Do you know Him?  Do you trust Him as your Lord and Savior?  

In 1 Kings 18-19 we learn how Elijah challenged Ahab and his false gods. On a mountain in front of all the people of Israel, Elijah proved that God was the only true God, and the gods Ahab worshiped had no power at all. This made Ahab and Jezebel angry! They were ready to kill God’s messenger!

Elijah was afraid, so he ran for his life. He ran and ran and ran. Finally he fell down under a tree and said, “Lord, just let me die!” Then he fell asleep. Suddenly an angel touched him and said, “Get up and eat.” Elijah woke up and walked for forty days and forty nights. He kept going until he came to Horeb, the mountain of God. He felt all alone and afraid that Ahab would hunt him down and kill him. When he found a cave, he went into the cave to spend the night.  The Lord said to Elijah, “What are you doing here?” Elijah answered, “The people of Israel have turned their backs on you. I’m the only one left who is doing your work, and they’re trying to kill me.” God said, “Go back the way you came. I still have work for you to do.”

Elijah obeyed God once again. He went out of the cave and walked down off the mountain to keep doing the work God gave him to do. He met Elisha, a young man God had chosen to be a new prophet. Elijah’s job now was to teach Elisha about giving the people God’s message. Finally, Elijah got really old, and God decided it was time for Elisha to be the main prophet. So Elisha and Elijah traveled together. They kept walking and talking together. Suddenly a chariot and horses appeared. Fire was all around them! The chariot and horses came between Elijah and Elisha, and Elijah went to heaven in a strong wind. Elijah’s long life of serving God was over—and he went to heaven without even dying first!

So, our God loves us, cares for us, saves us and is powerful enough to overcome all, even sin and death to ensure we can be with Him forever in heaven.  Won’t it be amazing one day to meet Elijah, the prophet taken by God to heaven in a chariot of fire?  Let’s pray. 
Prayer:
Dear God, you are the one and only true God. Like Elijah and Elisha, you want us to worship only you. When we do, you promise to be with us. Help us to trust and follow you in all things. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Date:	_________________________


Series:	The Story
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Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.





CAUTION: either gimmick must be practiced beforehand and used with caution. Both should have spectacular results.











The Story: Kingdom Quest Lesson 15 - 1
Copyright 2013 Kids Kount Publishing, Omaha, NE  68137, www.kidskountpublishing.com
Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture verses are from GOD’S WORD®. Copyright 1995 by God’s Word to the Nations.

Permission to photocopy Kids Church and Kingdom Quest materials granted to purchaser only for local church use.


