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Take Home Point: *God sends us Jesus the King; receive him as a gift.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson.
Bible Event: The Story, Chapter 22: “The Birth of the King”.

Matthew 1:18-25; Luke 1:26–2:20; John 1:1–18
Key Verse: John 3:16. It says, “God loved the world this way: He gave his only Son so that everyone who believes in him will not die but will have eternal life.” (GW)

We will help kids know:
· Jesus is God’s gift to the world for our salvation.

· God sent his Son Jesus as a special gift to us, a gift sent because of his great love for us.
We will help kids feel:
· Gratitude that God would lower himself to become one of us.

· Secure in the knowledge that even if one person had been the only one to sin, God would have still come and died for that person.

We will help kids do:

· Identify a friend, relative, or acquaintance that may not know Jesus and for whom they will pray.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
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Small Group Warm-Up


	3
	Help the children learn what a special gift God has given them through the birth of his Son. Start by playing a simple game to get the kids thinking about the best gift ever given to them.
	· 3 x 5-inch card for each child

· pencil for each child


	Large Group
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	4

8-10

	Overview

Large Group Presentation: 

John of Patmos tells us about his friend Jesus 
	· Old man from the Island of Patmos, John.
· Meet John of Patmos powerpoint

· Names of Jesus video:
(See Note)
· Marshmallow Gun 


	Small Group Application
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	5-7

	Make gift boxes to help remind the kids that because of God’s great love for us, *God sends us Jesus the King; receive him as a gift. And because he loved us that much, we want to share the love of Jesus with others. In the gift boxes, kids will write names of people they will do nice things for over the next week.
	· worksheet with the box 
(p. 18)
· tape

· glitter crayons and glitter markers

· small gift bow for each child



*Note: http://www.allaboutjesuschrist.org/names-of-jesus-video.htm 

Small Group Warm-Up:  15 minutes
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Purpose: Get pointed in the right direction! Build relationships and help guests feel at ease. Do the learning readiness activity that will point your group in the right direction for the lesson.

Today we will help the children learn what a special gift God has given them through the birth of his Son. It is truly amazing when we stop and realize that God was sent to earth as a baby for us. Even if you or I had been the only ones who needed him, Jesus would have still come. What love he has for us! Start by playing a simple game with your group that is similar to Scattergories.

Have each child take a 3 x 5-inch card and write down the five most original gifts the kids think a child in their grade would want for Christmas. 

After a few minutes, have each child read his list to the rest of the group. If that child has a gift listed that someone else has listed, they need to cross it out. If they have a gift listed that no one else has listed, they will circle it. The winner is the child with the most gifts circled at the end. Then ask:

What is the best gift you have ever received? Why was that gift so special or exciting? Do you still have that gift? Is it still working? Do you still use that gift? Have you used it in the last few days? 

Today we will talk about a very special gift that God gave us. In fact, it is the best gift we have ever received. It is a gift that will never wear out or get old. No matter how old we are when we get it, it will always be with us, every day and most importantly, forever. 

Who can tell me what that gift is? (Jesus.) *God sends us Jesus the King; receive him as a gift!

Large Group Overview: 20-30 minutes
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 Purpose: Help kids observe what the Bible says. Present the Bible event in creative fashion. Help kids begin to interpret what it means.

Large Group Presentation: John of Patmos describes the most important gift, Jesus.
Small Group Application:  20-25 minutes
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Purpose: Help kids map out the meaning of the Bible Event in their lives. Use the questions to stimulate discussion, but don't feel tied to them. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you. Include personal examples from your own faith journey. The example of Christ at work in your life will leave lasting impressions of how Christ can work in the children's lives.

 

Use your Bibles! Children need to learn how to look up references and follow along when scripture is read aloud. Allow for quality time of prayer at the close of the lesson.

Interpretation Questions: What does this mean?
How do you think God felt about giving his Son in this way? (Lead them to see that God loved us so much that he was willing to do whatever it took to bring us back to him.)

Why do you think God sent Jesus in this way? (God’s great love for us was his motivation.)

Our key verse for today is John 3:16. It says, “God loved the world this way: He gave his only Son so that everyone who believes in him will not die but will have eternal life.”

Application Questions: What does this mean to me?

Why do we give gifts at Christmas? (Because of our love for others.)

Because of our great love for Jesus and all he did for us, what could we do for him?

Application Activity:
We are going to make a gift box to remind us that because of God’s great love for us, *God sends us Jesus the King, we receive him as a gift. And because he loved us that much, we want to share the love of Jesus with others.  
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Have the children cut on the outside lines of the box pattern.

What shape is this box pattern? (A cross)

Next, have them draw a cross in the center square. On each of the arms of the cross, have them write the name of someone with whom they would like to share Jesus’ love this week.

They may then turn the cutout over and decorate the backside with glitter crayons or glitter markers. 
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When they are done, have them fold the box with the cross on the inside. The small flaps fold to the inside. 

Tape the box.

When kids look inside their box they will see the best gift of all—Jesus. The cross will help remind them that because of God’s great love for them, they need to share his love with others. 

Put a gift bow on the top as a reminder that Jesus is a gift to others and us.  

The names you wrote inside your box are people you want to find a way to do something nice for this week. 

For example, if you wrote your mom’s name, you will do something for her and then say to her, “This is my gift to you because God loved me so much that he gave me the gift of Jesus.” But do something special, something out of the ordinary. God certainly did something extraordinary for us. 

Practice this with the children until they are comfortable. If there is time, practice the key verse.

Closing Prayer:

Lead the children in prayer for those who do not know *God sends us Jesus the King; receive him as a gift. Ask God to show them how they can share Jesus’ love in an extraordinary way.


Large Group Presentation: 20-30 minutes

INTRODUCTION:

God’s Big Story, My Little Story:

As students enter the large group area, divide them by gender.

Welcome to Catch the Story, where every week we explore together how the Bible is one big story made of many little stories.
The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  

The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”  

What happened this past week?  How many of you read “ The Story” (hold up book) at home?  

Today we will learn about how God sent his Son Jesus as a special gift to us, a gift sent because of his great love for us.

Your life is a story also…and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!
As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!  

Let’s take a look at what happened over the last couple of weeks in God’s Story. And I wonder what’s going to happen today?

The Story Rewind:

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos, showing ONLY The Story Recap Session 21.   (You will show the Story Scene for today’s session later…)

“Catch the Story” Game:

Supplies: 4 balls, each a different color; 4 Color-Coded Review Questions (matching the colors of the balls) below…

Reach into the bag and randomly pull out a ball.  Toss it to the first group where the person catching it will answer the question.  If the boy or girl who got the ball fails to give the correct answer, have them give the ball back to you, and you toss it to the other team for a chance to steal the points.  A correct answer is worth 1000 points. Keep tally as you go.     
“Catch the Story" Game:—Marshmallow Version (optional)
Supplies: 20 mini marshmallows;  2 marshmallow shooters (Appendix)
Invite a boy and a girl on stage as a shooter.  Boys and girls teams take turns answering questions.  The person who catches the marshmallow launched by their shooter is the one who attempts the answer.  If they miss it, the other team gets to shoot a marshmallow and catch it for a chance to steal the points.  A correct answer is worth 1000 points. Keep tally as you go.     

And now it’s time to play Catch the Story! It’s boys vs. girls, and we’re going to see who can remember more about what we’ve been studying. 

Questions to review last week: 

· First question: 
Nehemiah (living in Persia at the time) was sad that the walls of Jerusalem were still broken down making it hard for the Israelites to defend their city and the temple. King Xerxes had compassion on him and allowed Nehemiah to______? Fill in the blank. (Return to Jerusalem to rebuild the wall.)
· Second question: 
What obstacles did Nehemiah and the people face in rebuilding the wall? (Their enemies tried to intimidate the builders and made plans to attack them.)

· Third question: 
Nehemiah prayed and then organized the people so that half were always armed and ready to fight while the other half continued building. How long did it take them to rebuild the wall? (52 days)
· Fourth question:
The Bible doesn’t say, but what do you think (Fill in with a question that is impossible to know, but interesting to think about such as…“What do you think was the color of the snake that tempted Eve?)

After receiving an answer to the fourth question and announcing the running score, calculate how many points it would take for the team that’s behind to win.

It looks like (the boys/the girls/both teams) have really caught the story well! And now it’s time for our final question…  worth (_____) points today! (However many points it would take to enable the losing team to just barely win. If the score is currently tied, give the final question any point value you want…) I’ll need one boy and one girl to represent your group. 
Choose one boy and one girl. Say to the two representatives:

Everything depends now on your getting this one right! Your team is counting on you! (No pressure though…)

Ask a silly question here. E.g. Name someone in this room who is wearing glasses today! Or – What is the first and last name of your small group shepherd? Or – what color are _______’s shoes this morning? 
(The question needn’t have anything to do with today’s lesson.)  Or ask: 
The Bible doesn’t say, but what do you think (fill in with a question that is impossible to know, but interesting to think about such as “…what do you think was the color of the snake that tempted Eve?)

Whichever representative responds fastest (with the right answer) wins.  
Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play current Story Scene lesson 22  

Now let’s zoom in for a closer look at a part of today’s Story…a true story from the Bible.  

Meet John of Patmos
An old man with beard dressed in disciple clothes plays the role of John of Patmos and describes what he witnessed.  He has a wallet filled with photos that appear on the large screen.  
John of Patmos:
Hello everyone.  Welcome to the Island of Patmos.  The island of Patmos today is part of Greece. It is located in the Aegean Sea near the west coast of Turkey. Patmos is a very small island 6 by 10 miles wide.  I was exiled as a prisoner to Patmos in the year 95 by the Roman emperor Domitian.
(Slide #2)
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John of Patmos:
I’m here today to describe my best friend Jesus, our Savior and our God.  We didn’t call it Christmas at the time but he was born to a virgin girl named Mary in a manger in Bethlehem as prophesied in the book of Micah. 


“But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of you shall come forth to Me the One to be Ruler in Israel, whose goings forth are from of old, from everlasting." (Micah 5:2)
(Slide #3)
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John of Patmos:
Well Jesus grew up and began His ministry and asked me to be one of His disciples.  I was with Him at the last supper.

(Slide #4)
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John of Patmos:
I also stood at the foot of the cross when He died for us.  He asked me from the cross to take care of His mother, Mary.  I did that for Him. 
(Slide #5)
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John of Patmos:
On Sunday morning I ran to the empty tomb with Peter and saw that he had risen from the dead and believed.
(Slide #6)
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John of Patmos:
 I also saw him later when he appeared to us many times.  He showed us and most importantly, another disciple named Thomas, His pierced hands and feet. For it was written in Isaiah 53: 5 and 6.  “But He was pierced through for our transgressions, He was crushed for our iniquities; The chastening for our well-being fell upon Him, And by His scourging we are healed. All of us like sheep have gone astray, Each of us has turned to his own way; But the LORD has caused the iniquity of us all to fall on Him.
(Slides #7&8)
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John of Patmos:
Our resurrected King Jesus who died on the cross and saved us from our sins wasn’t a ghost, He was a real resurrected person. I saw him many times. In fact, one morning he met us while we were fishing on the Sea of Galilee. Jesus called to us from the shore and with a word the resurrected Jesus filled our nets with fish and cooked us a fish breakfast and ate with us.
(Slides #9&10)
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John of Patmos:
He has many names. Here are some of them.  Play short video Google search Names of Jesus video: http://www.allaboutjesuschrist.org/names-of-jesus-video.htm.  
According to Isaiah 9:6, “His name will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Eternal Father, Prince of Peace.”  My favorite name for Him is Word of God.  Remember how in our first The Story lesson we described how God created all things and remember how I said Jesus was the Word of God? 

John of Patmos:
Well, let me read to you my account. You can find it in the book God inspired me to write, the book of John in the Bible.  (John opens his Bible)

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He was with God in the beginning. Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.  In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind.  The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.”
(Slide #12)
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 There was a man sent from God whose name was John. (that’s me).  He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, so that through him all might believe.  He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light.” 
In other words, I am only a created person, like you. However, Jesus is everything. I’m just telling you what I saw or witnessed.

“The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the world.  He was in the world, and though the world was made through him (in other words, Jesus was the creator God in Genesis but…) the world did not recognize him.  He came to that which was his own, but his own did not receive him.  Yet to all who did receive him, to those who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God.”
(Slide #13)
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John of Patmos:

And I really love this part in John 3 when Jesus talks to 

a man named Nicodemus,  a Pharisee and member of the Jewish ruling council.




“ For God so loved the world that he gave his one and 




only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish 
but have eternal life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only Son.”
(Slides #14&15)
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John of Patmos:

God has truly given us a great gift in his Son Jesus.  So, 



do you believe in him?  Do you know him as your Lord, 




Savior and friend? Do you trust in him to guard and 




protect you and take you to heaven to live and reign 




with Him in His Kingdom forever?  Have you thanked 




God for the gift of Jesus? Have you told your friends 




and neighbors who do not know about Jesus, God’s 




most precious gift? Do you pray for them, that their 




hearts will turn from unbelief to full belief and 





knowledge of God’s son Jesus? Don’t forget that they 




stand 
condemned until they believe in Jesus.
John of Patmos:

Let’s pray.
Dear God, thank you for giving us Jesus. He is the best gift we could ever have.  He really is your Son and he gave his life for us. Thank you that he lives in our lives because we trust him as our Savior.

Lord, we pray for other people that do not know the gift of Jesus. We ask that they would see Jesus living in our lives, and they would want him to live in their lives, too. Help us to be willing to tell and show others how wonderful it would be to know Jesus, in whose name we pray. Amen.




Parts Needed:

· 36 inches of ½” PVC pipe cut as follows:

1
6”
½” PVC Tube

1
10”
½” PVC Tube (barrel)

3
3”
½” PVC Tubes

2
5”
½” PVC Tubes

2 

½” PVC end Caps
2

½” PVC L-Shaped Connectors
2

½” PVC T-Shaped Connectors
Tools Needed:

· Hacksaw of PVC cutter

· Ruler

· Marker or Pencil

Smooth all rough edges from cut PVC. Wash all of the parts with hot, soapy water. Dry and lay out your pieces in the manner shown below. Firmly insert each piece into the next one. You may glue or seal the tubes together, BUT this will greatly limit your ability to clean or unclog the Marshmallow Gun.

The Marshmallow gun can be decorated, use you imagination. 

Insert miniature marshmallows into open handle end of tube, on top of the gun.  Take a deep breath BEFORE you place your mouth on the gun.


Aim and blow VERY hard toward your target or victim. Do not aim at anyone’s face.

Date:	_________________


Series:	The Story 


	Lesson 22








The Birth of the KING





Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.





Appendix  – Optional Marshmallow Gun





Caution: Never take a breath after you have placed a miniature marshmallow in the loading tube and put your mouth on the gun. You could suck the marshmallow down your throat and choke. 
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