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Take Home Point: *Jesus will come again—we need to be ready.  *Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson.

Bible Event: Revelation 1:1–20; 4:1–11; 5:13–14; 19:11–15; 21:10–18, 21–27; 22:7–14; 16:21; Matthew 25:1-13 – Jesus’ parable about ten bridesmaids.
Key Verse: Luke 12:40,  “Be ready, because the Son of Man will return when you least expect him.”
We will help kids know:
· The parable of the ten bridesmaids, which Jesus used to teach us to be ready for his coming.

· How to be ready for Jesus’ return by keeping ourselves filled with Jesus and following him as Lord.
We will help kids feel:
· Excited at the thought of the return of Jesus.

· Urgent in living for him now so that more people might know Jesus as their Savior when he does return.
We will help kids do:

· Identify ways in which they can fill their “lamp” to be ready for Jesus’ return.

· See their daily activities as opportunities for Jesus to use as settings for his kingdom to reach others.
THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Small Group Warm-Up
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	3
	Kids think about taking a trip and what items they want to take along with them.
	· no materials needed

	Large Group
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	4

7-9

9-13

	Overview

Catch the Story–Marshmallow Version Game
Dramatic Reading: “Foolish and Wise Bridesmaids” –The Bible event from Matthew 25:1-13, Jesus’ parable about ten bridesmaids, is presented.

	· 2 marshmallow shooters made from pvc

· 20 mini marshmallows
· flashlight

· two lamps with adjustable wicks

· two period bridesmaid costumes


	Small Group Application
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	4-6


	Kids use a candle and melt crayons to make a design of faith as they identify ways in which they can fill their “lamp” to be ready for Jesus’ return.


	· candles

· construction paper to place underneath the candles

· matches

· clothespins

· old crayons with paper removed so that they can be melted


Small Group Warm-Up:  15 minutes
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Purpose: Get pointed in the right direction! Build relationships and help guests feel at ease. Do the learning readiness activity that will point your group in the right direction for the lesson.

The warm-up activity is designed to help the kids think about getting ready for a trip.  It will also help the kids get to know one another better as they find out each other’s favorite toys or possessions.  All of this helps set up today’s theme, which calls us to get ready for the coming of Jesus. At that time, our toys or possessions will mean very little.  Rather, what will matter is our faith in Jesus and how we have followed him so that others will be taking the final trip with us.

Play a memory game with the kids. Explain that they will go on a trip and can take one of their favorite things with them. They will load everything in an imaginary suitcase which can be as big as the room, so don’t worry about how big the things are.

Have everyone sit in a circle and when it is their turn, they add their favorite thing to the suitcase.  But, they also have to remember to add what the previous kids wanted to take on the trip.  Say:
This is the way the game goes. I will start. “I am going on a trip and I am putting in my suitcase a soccer ball.” The next person will say, “I am going on a trip and I am putting in my suitcase a Gameboy and a soccer ball.” The third person would start the sentence the same way.  “I am going on a trip and I am putting in my suitcase. . . .”  That person adds what he or she would take along, but must also remember the other items already in the suitcase. Let’s see how many items we can remember as we go around the circle and get ready for the trip.

Wrap up the discussion with:

Today we will talk about getting ready for another trip. That trip is when Jesus comes back to take us to live with him in heaven. It is called the second coming. How many of you think that you will be alive when Jesus comes back again? When do you think he will come back again? Jesus tells us to be ready. He wants us to expect his return in our lifetime. What will we put in our lives (not just suitcases) that will help us get ready for Jesus’ coming?

Today we will learn that, *Jesus will come again—we need to be ready.

Large Group:  20-30 minutes

 Purpose: Help kids observe what the Bible says. Present the Bible event in creative fashion. Help kids begin to interpret what it means.

Overview

Catch the Story–Marshmallow Version Game
Dramatic Reading: “Foolish and Wise Bridesmaids” –The Bible event from Matthew 25:1-13, Jesus’ parable about ten bridesmaids, is presented.
Small Group Application:  20-25 minutes
Purpose: Help kids map out the meaning of the Bible event in their lives. Use the questions to stimulate discussion but don't feel tied to them. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you. Include personal examples from your own faith journey. The example of Christ at work in your life will leave lasting impressions of how Christ can work in the children's lives.
Use your Bibles! Children need to learn how to look up references and follow along when scripture is read aloud. Allow for quality time of prayer at the close of the lesson.

Observation Questions: What happened?
Have kids refer to Matthew 25:1-13 in their Bibles.


What were the five foolish bridesmaids missing in Jesus’ parable?  (Matthew 25:8. They did not have enough oil.)

What did they have to go and do since they did not have enough oil? (Matthew 25:10-12. They went to buy oil.)

What did they miss? (The door was locked and they missed the wedding.)

Interpretation Questions: What does this mean?
How do you think the foolish bridesmaids felt when the door was locked? Why?
Application Questions: What does this mean to me?

Do you think Jesus will come back in your own lifetime? (Accept any answer.)

What did Jesus say in his word about when he will return? (Matthew 25:13. We don’t know the day or the hour, but we are to be ready.)
What do you think it will be like when he does come back? (Some Bible verses to check here are Acts 1:11 and Matthew 24:29-31.)
1 Peter 2:12 says it this way, “Live decent lives among unbelievers. Then, although they ridicule you as if you were doing wrong while they are watching you do good things, they will praise God on the day he comes to help you.”

Again 1 Peter 3:15 says, “But dedicate your lives to Christ as Lord. Always be ready to defend your confidence in God when anyone asks you to explain it.”
Application Activity:
Each group will need a small, lit candle with construction paper underneath it, a clothespin, and several different colored crayons with the paper removed. As the following questions are discussed and the activity is completed, help the kids see that in our daily activities we can do many things that help others come to know Jesus.
The following activity is not so much a craft project as it is a simple visual illustration. It also can become a tool for helping discussion. The crayons will be melted in the candles by using the clothespins to hold them. The construction paper underneath the candles will be the recipient of various designs of crayon wax.
Show kids the candle and say:

The candle is like our lives. It is also like the lamps that the bridesmaids had. Wise bridesmaids had oil for the lamps so they would be ready for the groom. We, too, want to be ready for the groom who is Jesus. We put into our lamp the oil of faith. This means trusting Jesus as our Savior and following him as our Lord. These crayons remind us of the different acts of faith that we can do to make sure we are ready for Jesus’ coming.

Each one of us will talk about something we can do as an act of faith, which keeps our lamp full and ready for Jesus. As you tell about your act of faith, you can use the clothespin to hold a crayon in the flame of the fire and let it melt a bit into the candle. Some of the wax might even overflow onto the paper, and that is okay. It will make a beautiful design of faith, and it is a picture of how our lives overflow with Jesus’ presence so others might know him as well.

Each of us needs to think of an act of faith and describe it as we melt a bit of our crayon. I will begin. One act of faith that is important is coming to God, admitting my sin, and calling upon Jesus as my Savior so that I can be sure of his forgiveness. What are some other acts of faith?
During this time, encourage the kids to think of everyday events that they do such as playing soccer, going to music lessons, doing homework, relationships with family, etc. Each of these events can be used in a way that helps one get ready for Jesus’ return while preparing for the celebration of his birth. These things can be done in ways that bring glory to Jesus and help others come to know him. Have kids think of ways they can show glory to God while doing an activity stated above. Then say:

Our key verse from Luke 12:40 says, “Be ready, because the Son of Man will return when you least expect him.” Today we learned that *Jesus will come again—we  need to be ready.

Give each child this week’s trading card. Say:

The picture on the front of this card reminds us that *Jesus will come again — we need to be ready. If you were going to use this card to tell your parents or a friend what you learned today, what would you tell them?

Help the students come up with what they might say.

Closing Prayer:

Gather kids for prayer around the candle. Darken the room, hold hands, and have each person pray about a way they can show readiness for Jesus’ return while preparing for the celebration of his birth. Thank God for giving us Jesus at his first coming and for all that we need to be ready for his second coming.


Large Group Presentation: 20-30 minutes
INTRODUCTION:

God’s Big Story, My Little Story:

As students enter the large group area, divide them by gender.

Welcome to Catch the Story, where every week we explore together how the Bible is one big story made of many little stories.
The big story is God’s story.  It goes like this:  God wants to be close to you.  And he would do anything -- including sending his Son Jesus -- so that you would be his child forever.  

The many little stories in the Bible are real people who were loved by God.  Some said “yes” to his love and some said “no.”  

What happened this past week?  How many of you read “The Story” (hold up book)  at home?  

Today we will learn that *Jesus will come again—we need to be ready.

Your life is a story also…and your story is important to God!  Say “yes” to God every day, and make your story a great one!
As the series continues, the presenter may want to interact with the audience by leaving out certain words and having people from the audience fill in the blanks!  

Let’s take a look at what happened over the last couple of weeks in God’s Story. And I wonder what’s going to happen today?

The Story Rewind:

Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos, showing ONLY The Story Recap Session 30.  (You will show the Story Scene for today’s session later…)

“Catch the Story” Game:

Supplies: 4 balls, each a different color; 4 Color-Coded Review Questions (matching the colors of the balls) below…

Reach into the bag and randomly pull out a ball.  Toss it to the first group where the person catching it will answer the question.  If the boy or girl who got the ball fails to give the correct answer, have them give the ball back to you, and you toss it to the other team for a chance to steal the points.  A correct answer is worth 1000 points. Keep tally as you go.     
 “Catch the Story" Game:—Marshmallow Version (optional)
Supplies: 20 mini marshmallows and 2 marshmallow shooters made from pvc

And now it’s time to play Catch the Story! It’s boys vs. girls, and we’re going to see who can remember more about what we’ve been studying. 

Invite a boy and a girl on stage as a shooter.  Boys and girls teams take turns answering questions.  The person who catches the marshmallow launched by their shooter is the one who attempts the answer.  If they miss it, the other team gets to shoot a marshmallow and catch it for a chance to steal the points.  A correct answer is worth 1000 points. Keep tally as you go.     

Questions to review last week: 

· First question: 
How did Saul meet Jesus? (Acts 9:3-5. He was near Damascus when a light from heaven flashed around him and Jesus asked why Saul was persecuting him.)

· Second question: 
Why were people so amazed that Saul became a follower of Jesus? (Acts 9:21. Saul was well known for arresting and persecuting Christians.)
· Third question: 
How did this experience change Paul’s life? (Acts 26:19-23. Paul spread the message of Jesus to people in Jerusalem and then to the whole country of Judea. He even felt confident to stand and testify before King Agrippa.)
· Fourth question:
The Bible doesn’t say, but what do you think (fill in with a question that is impossible to know, but interesting to think about such as “…what do you think was the color of the snake that tempted Eve?)

After receiving an answer to the fourth question and announcing the running score, calculate how many points it would take for the team that’s behind to win.

It looks like (the boys/the girls/both teams) have really caught the story well! And now it’s time for our final question…  worth (_____) points today! (However many points it would take to enable the losing team to just barely win. If the score is currently tied, give the final question any point value you want…) I’ll need one boy and one girl to represent your group. Choose one boy and one girl.

Say to the two representatives: Everything depends now on your getting this one right! Your team is counting on you! (No pressure though…)

(Fill in with a silly question here. E.g. Name someone in this room who is wearing glasses today! Or – What is the first and last name of your small group shepherd? Or – what color are _______’s shoes this morning? The question needn’t have anything to do with today’s lesson …)

Whichever representative responds fastest (with the right answer) wins.  Show The Story:  Teen Curriculum, Session Videos.  Play current Story Scene:  

Now let’s zoom in for a closer look at a part of today’s Story…a true story from the Bible.  

Foolish and Wise Bridesmaids

Dramatic Reading
This dramatic reading involves three characters – the narrator, a wise bridesmaid, and a foolish bridesmaid. It is best if all lines, except scripture, are memorized or ad-libbed as opposed to being read. Therefore, it is divided into three scenes with each line having an introductory word that encapsulates the primary idea. This should aid in memorizing the idea, if not the very words of the dialogue. The light cues are very important for the overall effectiveness of this reading. While the narrator will use a flashlight to begin the reading, the bridesmaids will use lamps with adjustable wicks. That way one lamp can be extinguished during the dialogue. The bridesmaids should be dressed in period costumes, as well. This will help the story come to life even more.

Introduction
Narrator:  
Today, when we read from God’s Word, Jesus will tell us a story about readiness. This story has an important truth behind it. I hope that you will be able to discover it. To help you understand the story, I would like to tell you about weddings in Jesus’ day because this story is about a wedding.
Great Occasion
Weddings were great occasions in Jesus’ day. When two people became married, they would have their friends, and sometimes the entire village, come and join them in a wonderful celebration and feast. Instead of leaving on a honeymoon, they invited everyone to their home to enjoy fun and feasting.

Street Procession
Oftentimes, they did not set an exact time for the marriage to take place. Instead, they would have a bit of a surprise. The bride and her bridesmaids would be together and would wait for the groom, or the husband-to-be, to come and get them. Then they would make a parade through the streets, taking the longest route possible to their new home. That way even more people could join the parade and celebrate with them. Sometimes, though,  the groom tried to surprise the bride and bridesmaids by coming late at night and catch them sleeping.  

Must Have Lit Lamps
It is interesting to note that while people waited for the groom or went to greet him in the streets, they had to have lit lamps. As a matter of fact, no one was allowed onto the street or to join the procession unless they had a lit lamp. If you wanted to be a part of the wedding party, you had to have a lamp that was ready to go so you could follow the groom to pick up his bride.

Doors Shut

If you were not part of the wedding party and you missed coming with all of the people who were following after the bride and groom, you would be locked out of the house. The door would be locked after all had entered to join the feast. You only had one chance to enter and that was with the wedding party itself. No late comers would be accepted.

Scene One: Waiting
Dim  the room lights for this reading. The narrator uses a flashlight to read from the Bible.

Narrator reads Matthew 25:1-4. After he does so, two ladies in period costume enter the darkened room with their lamps burning.

Wise bridesmaid:
 (Excited)  I am so excited I can hardly wait. The groom might be here any moment.  We will have to join him on the way to pick up the bride. With him there will be many, many people weaving through the streets on the way to the home and the wedding feast. Can you just hardly wait?

Foolish bridesmaid:
(Sceptical)  Well, I don’t know if he will ever get here. It seems like we have been waiting so long anyway. He may not even come at all tonight. He did not come yesterday or the day before. Who knows when he will be here. I am sure it will be fun, but it would not surprise me if he did not even show up tonight.  I bet he will not be here until tomorrow.

Scene Two: Sleepy Surprise

Narrator reads Matthew 25:5-7.  The two bridesmaids fall asleep as they hear verse five read.

Wise bridesmaid:
(Wake up)  He’s here!  He’s here!  Wake up!  Let’s get our lamps ready. We must have light so we can greet him and can join the wedding procession.

Foolish bridesmaid:
(Borrow) Wow!  He did come after all.  Can I borrow some oil for my lamp? I don’t want to miss it now and my lamp is barely going. I know it will never make it through the procession.

Wise bridesmaid:
(Impossible) I wish I could give you oil, but you will just have to get some oil yourself. Otherwise, both of our lamps will not work.

Narrator:
This is not a matter of sharing or not sharing. This would be kind of like having two flashlights and one flashlight’s batteries were dead. If you borrowed only one battery from the working flashlight it would not make things better.  Both flashlights would not work.

So it was that the five foolish bridesmaids had to go and buy oil. While they did this, the groom arrived.  Everyone who was waiting for him had their lamps ready. They went with him all the way to the wedding hall. The door was shut behind them. Later, the foolish  bridesmaids arrived and they said . . . .
Scene Three: Foolish Bridesmaid Returns

Foolish bridesmaid:
(Returning) He is not here! No one is here. I must have missed them! Maybe they have already gone to the wedding hall. I will go there and check.

It sounds like there is a big feast going on inside. I will knock on the door. Please let me in, sir. I have my lamp.  What do you mean you cannot let me in? Well, I know that I missed everyone going in together, but I want to come in now. What do you mean you don’t even know who I am? Oh, no!  I missed this just because I was not ready? (She exits in disappointment, leaving her lit lamp behind.)

Conclusion
Narrator takes a lit lamp and holds it for light as he wraps up this story.
Narrator:
Jesus told this story so he could teach us something very important. He said, “Stay awake. Be alert because you do not know the day or hour that I will come back.”  

Boys and girls, here is a question for you.  Do you expect Jesus to come back during your life? The Bible describes Jesus as coming back in all the glory of a million angels.  Every eye will be able to see him at the same time. This whole world will begin to pass away and the new earth and heaven will be formed. Jesus will come back as judge to bring with him all those who know him as their Savior. He will judge all those who have rejected him and not followed him.

Once again, how many of you think that you will be alive when Jesus comes back? (Point out to the children that, even if they are not alive when this happens, they would still be a part of this final return of Jesus. They would return with Jesus as a spirit and be united with a new body.) Every person will be there, whether we live or die. Jesus wants us to live just as if he will return very soon . . . in our own lifetime.

The next question is, if you expect Jesus to come back, what will you do to get ready?  We learned from the parable that you cannot borrow someone else’s oil to put into your lamp. That is just like you cannot have someone else’s faith in Jesus to save you. You cannot get faith at the last minute, either. You must be ready right now. Luke 12:40 says,“Be ready, because the Son of Man will return when you least expect him.” 

When you go to your small groups, you will discuss what you want to put in your life that will fill you up so  you will be ready when Jesus comes. It is just like this lamp filled up with oil. This is an important message so I know you won’t want to miss it! *Jesus will come again—we need to be ready.


Parts Needed:

· 36 inches of ½” PVC pipe cut as follows:

1
6”
½” PVC Tube

1
10”
½” PVC Tube (barrel)

3
3”
½” PVC Tubes

2
5”
½” PVC Tubes

2 

½” PVC end Caps
2

½” PVC L-Shaped Connectors
2

½” PVC T-Shaped Connectors
Tools Needed:

· Hacksaw of PVC cutter

· Ruler

· Marker or Pencil

Smooth all rough edges from cut PVC. Wash all of the parts with hot, soapy water. Dry and lay out your pieces in the manner shown below. Firmly insert each piece into the next one. You may glue or seal the tubes together, BUT this will greatly limit your ability to clean or unclog the Marshmallow Gun.

The Marshmallow gun can be decorated, use you imagination. 

Insert miniature marshmallows into open handle end of tube, on top of the gun.  Take a deep breath BEFORE you place your mouth on the gun.


Aim and blow VERY hard toward your target or victim. Do not aim at anyone’s face.

Date:	_________________


Series:	The Story 
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Revelation





KEY QUESTION:


If you want to be ready for Jesus’ return, with what will you fill your lamp? (We all need to be ready by filling our lamps with faith. This includes faith in Jesus as our Savior and faith that is seen in acts of love in the name of Jesus. Help the children to not confuse the fact that by just doing good works they are earning heaven. Rather, because Jesus has given them heaven and they receive it by faith, they can do good works to show love for him. It is a way that they are staying ready for his return.)








Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.





Appendix  – Optional Marshmallow Gun





Caution: Never take a breath after you have placed a miniature marshmallow in the loading tube and put your mouth on the gun. You could suck the marshmallow down your throat and choke. 
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