Edit this page to fit your ministry setting. Then remove this note.

PREPARATIONS BEFORE PRESENTATIONS

1. Pray, Pray, Pray. 

The presentation will be handling truth from the word of God. What an awesome responsibility this is. You are dealing with the most powerful force in the universe. Pray that God would open your ears to understand it for yourself so that you can give it away—the way God wants you to deliver it. 

2. Prepare more so that you talk less. 

The number one challenge for all storytellers is to be concise. If you are not well prepared, you will not be concise. Practice, practice, practice so that you can get to the point and get off the stage, leaving your audience wanting more. It is important to have a clock always within sight, as you do not want to take time from the children’s small group application.

3. Prepare your room. 

See Room Set-up Checklist for the setup checklist. Pay attention to removing distractions, setting the lights, checking sound, and especially, the seating arrangements. Use special lighting, if you can.

4. Prepare your props. 

Your props are your storytelling tools. They must be big enough so that the audience can readily see them, but should not be so many or so elaborate that they upstage the presentation. It’s helpful to use an imagination box or mystery box and pull the props out as the story enfolds. Make sure that your props are ready and in order. A missing prop or one not ready to be retrieved can be devastating to a presentation. Remember, a delay of even a few seconds makes it easier for kids to lose attention.

5. Prepare your audience. 

Let your audience know how you expect them to respond to your story or Bible event. Are they to actively participate or sit quiet and listen? It’s your job to tell them how much interaction is expected. 

6. Connect with your audience. 

You want your audience to feel like they have really connected with you. So, enjoy interacting with them. It’s a great idea to greet the kids as they come into the presentation so that you can be more personalized with them. When the kids know you like them, they will work with you. Have fun with them. Look them in the eyes and give them a smile. As you develop relationships, you will have more success with your storytelling. 

7. Enter your story. 

The best acting is creating a set of circumstances so real that all you do is to react to them. If you become so familiar with the Bible event, you will enter it and become part of it. The following points will help you do this:

· What is the teaching point of the story? Know the main point of the story or at least the point you think God is leading you to emphasize. Grab hold of this truth with your heart. Let it be important to you and it will become important to your hearers. 

· What is the emotion behind your story? Is your Bible event funny or scary? Is the mood thoughtful or exciting? What emotions are the characters in your story experiencing? Connect with these feelings and they will tell the character’s story more fully.

· Meet the characters. Read your story or Bible event over and over again so you understand the characters and can give details to their personality. Your characters once lived. Let them live again in your imagination and your presentation.

· Know the action. Don’t just see the action of the story in your mind’s eye, smell it with the mind’s nose. Feel the story with the mind’s hands. Hear the sound with the mind’s ear. Immerse yourself in the verbs of the story. Make the Bible event come alive to all the senses! 

· Visualize the story as you tell it. Don’t just memorize your story visualize it. Experience it so much in your mind that it becomes real and that you simply describe what’s happening naturally. It won’t sound like something memorized or recited, but the retelling of the actual event.

· Develop your own style. Don’t try and be someone you’re not. If you are not funny, don’t try to be funny. If you’re not sophisticated, don’t try and be sophisticated. Be who you are by developing your own personal style.

· Change inflections and pacing. Think how the characters’ voices might sound. Change intonations. When you change your voice, it grabs the audience’s attention. When you change pace from fast to slow, or slow to fast, again the audience is captivated. Use a variety of volume and pitch. Sometimes a shout is appropriate in the story. Equally attention getting is a well-placed pause.











