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You have been invited to write a letter to your future spouse. The idea is for your parent to hold this letter for you, so you can give it to your fiancé once you become engaged. You will give it to your parent(s) at a blessing event next Sunday morning for safe keeping. That may sound really weird, or at least be a pretty big challenge to you. You may be asking yourself a question or two, like…

Why would I want to write my future spouse a letter – now??

Here are a couple of reasons:

· Now is a great time to make a commitment to certain lifestyle principles and choices that will keep God at the center of your life. This letter will help you follow through on your commitments.

· Make this moment a prayerful beginning – the day when you begin praying for your future spouse/marriage. Let him/her know in your letter what it is you are praying for. 

What would I say?

Here are some possible starters. It’s not intended that you use them word for word, but rather that they get your mind moving in a direction that works for you.
· “I just spent an evening at church with my parent(s). We talked about what it means to keep God at the center of my relationships. Here’s what I think that means for me now…” 

· “The reason I’m writing this letter is to tell you that I am 17 years old and right now I’m thinking about you, even if I’ve never met you.  I’m praying for you. Here is what I will be praying…”

· “I want God to be at the center of my relationship with you because…”

· “Here is what I’m hoping and praying for in our marriage…”

· “I’m making a commitment this day to prepare myself to be the best husband/wife I can be for you. I’m going to do this by…”

· “Here is a scripture which is important to me…” 

· You might want to explain about the
CLIMBER TOGETHER logo on the stationery – how you intend to have Christ at the center of your personal relationships, especially your marriage.

What is my parents’ role in this?

Ask your parents what they would hope you would include in your letter. If you want, let them see what you have written. Choosing to do this will help you hold yourself accountable to commitments you are making. 

I’m busy. How do I fit this in?

We make time for the things that are important to us. What’s more important than your future marriage?! Schedule an hour this week to think and pray about it as you write. Suggestion – Create it on computer; once you like what you have written, copy it by hand onto nice stationery.
God bless you as you seek to keep God in your relationships!
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