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Pastor:
Invite parents and 11th graders who attended the seminar to come forward.  Introduce the Faith Step Facilitator, who continues with the following:

Introduction:  (Faith Step Facilitator)

Something important is happening here.  These families are passing on a legacy of faith. These 11th graders and their parents recently attended a seminar entitled “Keeping God in Your Relationships”. At this seminar they considered how to walk by faith in their relationships with their friends and siblings, in their dating relationships, and especially as they get married someday.
Teens and parents, let’s review what was emphasized at the seminar:

· Your life was compared to a treacherous mountain climb in which, the higher you climb, the more you need the support of an experienced guide. So instead of pulling away from your parents at this time of your life, we encouraged you to see them as your climbing partners up the highest and most challenging parts of the mountain.
· You talked with your parents about what it is you will be looking for in a future spouse, and we encouraged you to place God and faith at the center of your marriage someday. 

Open a Faith Chest and lift out a carabiner. The parents are giving their sons and daughters today a carabiner, which is used to connect a mountain climber to his rope. This carabiner says “Climbing Together” on it. The T in the word Together is actually a cross, symbolizing how important it is to keep God in the center of all our most important relationships. 

Parents’ Blessing: (Pastor)

To the congregation: It’s time for the family blessing. These parents are about to speak a personal blessing to their teens. While they are doing that, let’s all pray for these families.

Option: Congregation, if you would like, you may extend a hand toward these families as you pray for them.

Parents, face your son or daughter, place your hands on their shoulders, look them in the eye, and speak your blessing. 
Allow a minute to complete…  (Another option is to use a microphone and listen to each parent’s blessing, though this takes more time.) Then continue…
These young people have affirmed the importance of having God at the center of their relationships, especially their relationship with their future spouse if they marry someday. Now you sons and daughters can pass to your parents the letter you wrote to your future spouse.  These letters tell how you are now praying for that person you will someday marry.
Pastor’s Blessing to the Families:  (Pastor)
Parents and teens -- Receive this blessing:  May God abundantly pour his Holy Spirit upon your family, that each of you would seek to conform your life to the likeness of Christ. May He bless you with the wisdom to know when and how to climb together, with Christ as your guide, until you reach the summit!

God bless you parents to be honorable, so that your sons and daughters would willingly look to you for support. And God give you teens a humble spirit that willingly looks to your parents for godly guidance, until that day when you are living an independent life that reveals to everyone around you that you know, love and follow Jesus! 
And may God bless this entire body of Christ, that we would encourage one another in keeping God central in all of our relationships. 

Closing Response:  (Faith Step Facilitator)
To congregation: Let’s all put our hands together to celebrate the commitment these families have made to each other.  
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