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 A Teenage Home Where Everybody Wins 
(and nobody kills each other)

Blessing Script in the Worship Service

Pastor:
Invite parents and 7th graders who attended the seminar to come forward.  Introduce the Faith Step Facilitator, who continues with the following:

Introduction:  (Faith Step Facilitator)

Something important is happening here.  These families are passing on a legacy of faith. These 7th graders and their parents recently attended a seminar entitled “A Teenage Home Where Everybody Wins (and nobody kills each other)”. At this seminar they considered how to create an “everybody wins” atmosphere in their homes by honoring each other, the way Jesus honored us when he gave his life on the cross to take on himself the punishment for our sins.
Teens and parents, let’s review what was emphasized at the seminar:

· You were encouraged to treat each other in such a way that when you become a young adult and you look back on your teen years, you will have no regrets.

· You were encouraged to do what it says in the second chapter of Philippians and put the needs of your parent or your teen ahead of your own needs.  (Aside to teens, with humor) Seventh graders, this does not mean you will always get what you want, because your parents often know better than you what you need. 
· You were encouraged to communicate with honor, to listen well to each other, and to speak to each other with respect.

· You were even coached how to share your frustrations and disagree honorably.
If you do all these things, there is a great chance you will look back as a young adult and have few regrets. And nobody will have killed each other.
Open a Faith Chest and lift out a “u talk – i listen” box. This experience is part of the Faith Legacy Series which encourages families to talk about God at home. This little box of “u talk – i listen” cards is going to help families honor each other by listening to each other. Many of the questions revolve around matters of faith as well. 
Parent’s Blessing: (Pastor)

To the congregation: It is time for the family blessing. These parents are about to speak a personal blessing to their teens. While they are doing that, let’s all pray for these families.

Option: Congregation, if you would like, you may extend a hand toward these families as you pray for them.

Parents, face your son or daughter, place your hands on his/her shoulders, look them in the eye, and speak your blessing. When you are done, teens face the front with your parents behind you.  Allow a minute to complete.
Another option is to use a microphone and listen to each parent’s blessing, though this takes more time.  
Formal Promise to Honor Each Other: (Faith Step Facilitator)
Parents and teens, face each other. Look each other in the eye as a sign of mutual honor and respect. Parents, repeat after me as you make the following promise to your son or daughter: 
I promise to always strive…

To treat you with honor and respect…

To listen to you with honor…

To speak to you with honor…

So that at the end of the teen years…

We will have no regrets…
Now seventh graders, it is your turn. Repeat after me:

I promise to always strive…

To treat you with honor and respect…

To listen to you with honor…

To speak to you with honor…

So we don’t end up killing each other…

Always willing to consider what’s best…

For you and the whole family…

So that at the end of the teen years…

We will have no regrets…
Pastor’s Blessing to the Families – and the Congregation:  (Pastor)
Parents and teens, receive this blessing:  May God abundantly pour his Holy Spirit upon your family, that everyone in your family would honor each other the way Jesus honored you in putting your needs ahead of his own. I bless you that everyone in your household would come to know, love and follow Jesus more and more faithfully, all the days of your life and that when you look back on the teen years, you will have no regrets.

To everyone: I speak that same blessing to every person and family gathered here today in the name of Jesus. Amen.   
Closing Response:  (Faith Step Facilitator)
To congregation: Let’s all put our hands together to celebrate the commitment these families have made to each other.  
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