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Bible Verse: Luke 10:25-37

Take Home Point: *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to help others.
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).

Jesus Link: We can help others, because Jesus first helps us.

What kids will learn about God in this worship experience:

· Children will learn that God has a purpose for us to live our lives by helping others. We can share Jesus with others by being kind and helping others in all kinds of ways. By serving others, we are ultimately serving God. Kids will take home the point: *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to help others.
· Children will respond to God’s love as they pray to him, thanking him for loving them and giving them Jesus. They will offer him their songs of worship, their offerings, and their actions of love as they actively learn God’s Word.
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 Welcome Zone: (15–20 minutes)       

Purpose: While kids arrive give them a simple learning readiness activity that requires minimal supervision. This might include a video, games, blocks, or puzzles.  

Video Suggestion: 
· Veggie Tales: Are You My Neighbor? Big Idea Productions, 1995.

· Animated Stories of the New Testament: The Good Samaritan, Nest Masters II Inc., 1989. (30 min.)

· The Beginners Bible: The Story of the Good Samaritan,  Sony Music Entertainment, Inc. and Time-Life Video and Television. (30 min.)

Activity Suggestion: Blocks, toys, puzzles, paper, and crayons.
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Opening Worship: (10-15 minutes)       
Children can bring forward the cross, candles, Bible, offering plate, and treasure box. The treasure box contains the props used to tell or dramatize the Bible event. Open with a simple prayer having the children repeat after you. Collect offering and talk about how God will use it.

Praise Songs: 

Choose two or three songs and list them here.
Bible Event: Video Presentation and Echo Pantomime
Test your sound and video system beforehand. Cue the video to precise beginning. For larger groups of children (15 or more) use a large screen TV or imager. Dim the lights before showing. To introduce a video, you might read from a Bible storybook and leave off the ending, inviting them to see what happens by watching the video. Also, you can introduce the video by inviting them to watch for special actions or words.  

Leader: 
Last week, we learned that we are here to become like Christ. This week, we’ll learn that we’re here to serve others. This story is from the Bible. In it, Jesus told us how we can serve God by serving others. As you watch the video, think about who you would want to be in this story. Would you want to be the one who didn’t help the man who was hurt, or would you want to be the one who DID help?

Show one of the following videos:

· Bed Bug Bible Gang: Parable Parade, Morning Light Media, 1999. (Five minute segment from 6:55 – 7:00)
· The Miracle Maker: The Story of Jesus, Family Home Entertainment, 1999. (Cue the video to the line, “Master, come sit with us…what must a man do to be saved?” (46:40) Stop after the line, “You go then and do the same.”)

When you have finished discussing the video, act out the following “Echo Pantomime”. The large group presenter says the phrase and does the action, and the children echo it by immediately repeating the words and actions. It’s helpful to have a second adult leading the children’s echo. 

THE GOOD SAMARITAN

(ECHO PANTOMIME)

ONE DAY 
(hand out)
WHILE I WAS WALKING DOWN THE ROAD 
(walking in place)
FROM JERUSALEM TO JERICHO 
(stretch hand from one side to the other)
ALL OF A SUDDEN 
(look surprised)
ROBBERS JUMPED OUT! 
(jump out, hold up fists)
THEY BEAT ME UP! 
(move fists as if fighting)
AND TOOK ALL MY MONEY. 
(put money in pocket, walk away)

I LAY ON THE GROUND NEARLY DEAD. 
(lie on the ground)
PRETTY SOON A PRIEST WALKED BY. 
(walking in place)
HE SAW ME AND WALKED 

TO OTHER SIDE OF THE ROAD!  
(look, move over as you walk)
PRETTY SOON A LEVITE WALKED BY.  

HE WORKS IN THE CHURCH, TOO. 
(swing your body as you walk by)
HE SAID, “OH MY, I MUST HURRY 

ON MY WAY.”  
(stop, look, and swing on by)
AND THEN A SAMARITAN CAME BY 

ON HIS DONKEY. 
(tap legs to make the sound of a walking donkey)
HE SAW ME AND JUMPED DOWN 

OFF HIS DONKEY! 
(looked surprised and jump off the donkey.)
HE KNELT DOWN BESIDE ME AND SAID, 

“I MUST HELP THIS MAN.” 
(kneel down)
HE PUT BANDAGES ON MY WOUNDS. 
(pretend to put on bandages)
HE LIFTED ME ONTO HIS DONKEY. 
(pretend to lift the man onto the donkey)
HE TOOK ME TO THE INN AND 

CARRIED ME INSIDE. 
(lift him off the donkey, pretend to carry the man.)
HE TOLD THE INNKEEPER, “HERE IS MONEY, 

PLEASE TAKE CARE OF THIS MAN.” 
(hand him money)
IF THIS IS NOT ENOUGH, 

I WILL GIVE YOU MORE.
(talk to the innkeeper)
NOW, WHO DO YOU THINK WAS 

THE GOOD NEIGHBOR?
(scratch your head)
THE PRIEST WHO WALKED ON BY? 
(pretend to walk)
THE LEVITE WHO WALKED ON BY? 
(pretend to walk and swing)
THE SAMARITAN ON THE DONKEY?
(tap your legs)
JESUS WANTS US TO BE LIKE 

THE GOOD SAMARITAN
(pretend to hold man in arms)
AND HELP OTHERS!  
(reach out arms)
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Action Zones: (20-30 minutes)   
Purpose: Children move at their leisure to the activities according to their interest. Adults are assigned to oversee each of the zones watching for safety, assisting any activity, and helping the children connect to the lesson of the day. All zones are introduced at the beginning of Zone Time. Some suggested zones are included below. It is usually best to have all children go to the Snack Zone first. Sing a blessing song or say a snack prayer together before dismissing to the zones. During the Zone Time, children may arrive from mid-service dismissal if
Snack Zone: Place a Keebler elf-shaped cookie (or any cookie shaped like a person) on a section of graham cracker. This represents the hurt man on a stretcher from the Good Samaritan story.

Drama Zone: Provide doctor and nurse costumes and kits for children to practice helping one another.

Coloring Zone: Color “Why am I Here? We are Here to Help Others” coloring page.

Puppet Zone: Assign parts to children, so their puppets can act out the story of the Good Samaritan. Or have them pretend to be doctors or lifeguards, or other people whose job it is to help others.

Felt Zone: Use felt board materials to act out the story of the Good Samaritan.

Video Zone: Veggie Tales: Are You My Neighbor? Big Idea Productions, 1995.

Craft Zone: Make a sheet of coupons offering help to a member of the family. Have children color and fill in the attached coupon template. Have them cut the coupons apart and place them in an envelope to take home. Place a pre-made sticker (Avery 5160 mailing label) on the envelope saying, “We Are Here to Help Others.”

Play Zone: Provide puzzles and blocks for the children to work on together.

Quiet Reading Zone: Hear Me Read Big Book “Who Can Help?” written by Mary Manz Simon, Concordia Publishing House.

Music Zone: Play the song, “Jesus Love is Bubblin’ Over” by Angela Naeve Music Ministry from the CD titled, “The Praise Club” .


Closing Worship: (20 minutes)


Purpose: As you empty the zones and clean up, begin the music so the children can start wandering over. 
Worship Songs: 

Choose one or two songs and list them here.
Bible Application with Puppet Presentation:
Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet.

Sammy comes out onto stage and the large group presenter says he has a quiz for Sammy. The presenter asks Sammy “Why are we here?” Sammy answers correctly, “We are here to serve others!” Sammy’s proud that he was paying attention in Kid’s Church today. Then the large group presenter asks him, “Why do we serve others?” Sammy doesn’t know. The large group presenter asks the kids if they know. 

We are here to serve others because it is a way to serve God. How can we serve others? Jesus told us the story of one man who served others. It’s called the Good Samaritan. You remember the story don’t you? Now let’s act out a pretend story of how we can be like the Good Samaritan.

ECHO PANTOMIME

THE GOOD SAMARITAN
(Modern day version)

ONE DAY,
(hands out)
WHILE I WAS RIDING MY SCOOTER 

DOWN THE SIDEWALK       
(scoot in place)

TO PLAY WITH MY FRIENDS,
(point)
I HIT A BUMP AND FELL OFF MY SCOOTER.
(jump up and fall down)

I HURT MY KNEE VERY BADLY.
(hold knee)
I CRIED.
(cry)
I YELLED FOR HELP.
(call “Help!”)
NO ONE HEARD ME.
(look sad)
ALONG CAME MY FRIEND ON HIS ROLLER BLADES.
(pretend to skate)
HE WAVED “HI” AND SAID, 
(wave and ride

“I’M ON MY WAY TO PLAY!” 
away)

ALONG CAME OUR NEXT DOOR NEIGHBOR LADY.
(walk along)
SHE STOPPED AND LOOKED AT ME.
(look down)
“BE MORE CAREFUL ON THAT SCOOTER,” SHE SAID. 
(look down and 
shake a finger)

THEN SHE WALKED ON.
(pretend to walk away)

I THOUGHT NO ONE WOULD HELP ME!
(hold knee and 
look sad)

ALONG CAME A NEW GIRL IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD. 
(point around the room)

SHE WAS RIDING HER BIKE.
(pretend to ride bike)

SHE STOPPED HER BIKE!
(stop bike)
SHE ASKED, “WHAT HAPPENED?”
(bend down)
I SHOWED HER MY KNEE.
(hold knee)
SHE TOOK HER TISSUE AND WIPED MY KNEE.
(wipe knee)
SHE HELPED ME UP ON HER BIKE.
(show help 
getting up)

SHE ASKED, “WHERE DO YOU LIVE?”
(ask the question)
SHE PUSHED HER BIKE ALL THE WAY TO MY HOUSE. 
(pretend to push 
a bike)

MY MOM HELPED ME INTO THE HOUSE.
(limp into house)
WE SAID, “THANK YOU” TO THE NEW GIRL.
(wave good-bye)
WHO HELPED ME?
(lift hands 
in question)

MY FRIEND ON HIS ROLLER BLADES?
(scoot on feet)
NO!
(shake head back 
and forth)

THE GROWN-UP NEIGHBOR?
(walk)
NO! 
(shake head back 
and forth)

THE NEW GIRL ON HER BIKE?
(ride bike)
YES!
(shake head up 
and down)

JESUS, TEACH ME TO BE A HELPER LIKE HER. 
(fold hands in prayer)
Remember: *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to serve others.

Prayer Time: 

Purpose: Allow children to contribute their own prayers. This will teach them to turn to God in both good times and in times of trouble. End with the Lord’s Prayer.
“Children Pray” Options: (select one from the options below)
_____ Prayer Train Option:  Children line up and take turns stepping in front of the microphone and speak their brief prayers of thanksgiving.

_____ Prayer Chair: Children stand in a circle around one child sitting on a chair in the middle. All children in the circle will lay a hand on the child sitting in the chair as they say a prayer together.

_____ Popcorn Prayer: The leader moves through the crowd with a microphone and taps children on the head to stand and speak their prayer.

Lord’s Prayer:  Lead the children through the Lord’s Prayer, phrase by phrase, or let them pray the entire Prayer along with you.

Blessing:

May God, who is all around you,
(slowly make large circle with hands)
pour his love upon you.

And Jesus, his life a sacrifice,

(slowly make a large sign of the cross)
walk right there beside you.

And may God’s Holy Spirit,

(hold hands over heart through last line )
the one who lives inside you,

keep you steadfast,

comfort, lead and guide you!

(open arms wide)
Song of Sending: 

Choose one song and list it here.

Closing Zones:

Purpose: Children go to an activity zone such as, the coloring zone, quiet reading zone, and children’s Christian music video zone, as they wait for their parents.

Supplies:

Welcome Zone:

· Veggie Tales: Are You My Neighbor? Big Idea Productions, 1995**

· Animated Stories of the New Testament: The Good Samaritan, Nest Masters Inc., 1989**
· Beginners Bible: The Story of the Good Samaritan, Sony Music Entertainment, Inc. and Time-Life Video and Television** 

· blocks, toys, puzzles, paper, and crayons

Opening Worship:

· Bible

· Bed Bug Bible Gang: Parable Parade, Morning Light Media, 1999** (Five minute segment from 6:55 – 7:00) -OR-
· The Miracle Maker: The Story of Jesus, Family Home Entertainment, 1999**(Cue the video to the line, “Master, come sit with us…what must a man do to be saved?” (46:40) Stop after the line, “You go then and do the same.”)
Action Zones:

Snack Zone:
· Keebler Elf shaped cookies

· graham crackers

Drama Zone:

· doctor and nurse costumes and kits 

Coloring Zone:

· color “We are Here to Help Others” coloring page†
Puppet Zone:

· assign parts to children, so that their puppets can act out the story of the Good Samaritan. Or have them pretend to be doctors or lifeguards, or other people whose job it is to help others.
Felt Zone:

· use felt board materials to act out the story of the Good Samaritan
Video Zone:

· Veggie Tales: Are You My Neighbor? Big Idea Productions, 1995**
Craft Zone:

· sheet of four coupons (see attached)

· markers or crayons

· envelopes

· pre-made stickers (Avery 5160) that say, “We Are Here to Help Others”

· scissors

Play Zone:

· puzzles

· blocks
Quiet Reading Zone: 

· Who Can Help? Hear Me Read Big Book, written by Mary Manz Simon. (Concordia Publishing House), available at any Christian bookstore or order online at www.cph.org .
Music Zone:

· play the song, “Jesus Love is Bubblin’ Over” by Angela Naeve Music Ministry from the CD Titled, “The Praise Club” ‡.
Closing Worship:

· Sammy, the puppet

Closing Zones:

· colored pencils

· paper

· basket of books

Date: 	___________________________
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