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JJeessuuss  iiss    
FFaaiitthhffuull——HHee  

PPrraayyss  ffoorr  OOtthheerrss 

  
  

  
PPrriimmaarryy  SSccrriippttuurree:: John 17:14-16, 20, 26; 1 John 1:8-9  

KKeeyy  VVeerrssee:: John 17:20, “I’m not praying only for them. I’m 
also praying for those who will believe in me through their 
message.” 
 
HHooww  ddooeess  tthhiiss  aaddddrreessss  aa  nneeeedd  iinn  oouurr  kkiiddss’’  lliivveess??  
Kids need to know the importance of prayer and to practice praying regularly. Their 
prayers and intercession for others bring great results as these prayers are given to 
God in the name of Jesus. Through the power of Jesus’ name, our prayers are heard 
just as if Jesus himself were praying them. Jesus is faithful to pray for us in this earthly 
ministry and even intercedes for us in heaven. John 17, the other Lord’s Prayer, shows 
us how important prayer was to Jesus and how he prayed for us. 
  
HHooww  ddooeess  JJeessuuss  ffiillll  tthhiiss  nneeeedd??  
JJeessuuss  ffoorr  uuss::  Through Jesus’ death and resurrection in our place, our relationship to 
God is restored and, with it, our ability to pray in Jesus’ name. The Father will hear 
every such prayer. 
 
JJeessuuss  iinn  uuss::  Jesus intercedes in his prayer that he might be in us and we in him. He 
dwells in us that we, too, can pray. 
 
JJeessuuss  tthhrroouugghh  uuss::  In our prayers we can intercede for others and know that Jesus is 
working through us.    
  

Date: _________________ 
Series: Signs on Believers Hwy 
 Winter Year 4, Lesson 46 



SSttaammpp  ooff  EExxcceelllleennccee::  
Remind the kids what excellent worship looks like. We are in God’s presence to honor him. Put 
on your best manners. This might include wearing your name tag, participating eagerly at all 
times, listening when the leader is talking, raising your hand to speak, not distracting others, 
playing the learning game with cooperation, singing enthusiastically, and praying reverently. 
Offer rewards or positive reinforcement to those who worship with excellence.  
 

  
  
  
IInnvvooccaattiioonn::  
Let kids bring forward the worship symbols, such as the cross, candles, Bible, and offering 
plate. Invite God’s presence and call by name Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
 
 

AAtttteennttiioonn  GGrraabbbbeerr::  
Capture the children’s attention and help them focus on the worship theme for the day. 
 
Supplies: cell phone or other phone with a speaker option 
 
The presenter will make a phone call to someone on another phone in a different room 
who will read back the script over the speakerphone so kids can hear his/her 
responses. 
 
Welcome  
 

Good morning, kids. Welcome to Kid’s Church! One of the exciting 
things about Kid’s Church is that we can worship God and he speaks 
to us in his word.  
 

Needing to talk 
 
So, I think there might be some important things to talk to him about. 
We need to tell him that we are thankful for all the things he has 
given us. We are especially thankful for his Son, Jesus. We need to 
tell him about some things we are concerned about and want to give 
him in prayer. We need to ask him to have a bigger part of our lives 
every day.  

WWoorrsshhiipp  
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Calling God 

 
Also, we can ask him to help us show his love to others more and 
more. There’s so much to say! I bet he can’t wait to get connected 
with us! So, let’s talk to him today… with this!  

 
Pull out telephone.  

 
Someone gave me the 800 number for God, so what do you say we 
talk to him now? The number is 1-800-GOD-TALK. Let’s see, that’s 1-
800-463-8255.  

 
(Ring - ring.) After several rings, “God” finally picks up the phone and says:  

 
Hello, this is God. I’m sorry I’ve missed your call. I’m either not in the 
office or on the other line. But your call is important to me. If you will 
leave your name, a brief message and your phone number, I will call 
back as soon as I am able. The number for your prayer request will 
be returned in the order that it is received. Your personal number in 
line is: (pause) 964,328,763,844,906. Thank you. 
 

Praise him 
 
Well, boys and girls, does that sound like our God? Of course not. 
Our God says, “Call upon me and I will answer you.” He tells us to 
come into his house with thankfulness. Let’s do that now when we 
worship. We certainly don’t need a telephone for that. Instead, all we 
need is the name of Jesus, because all of our prayers and 
thanksgivings are given to him. What Jesus has done for us allows 
us to pray in his name. Let’s praise him now.  

 
 

SSoonnggss  ooff  WWoorrsshhiipp::  
Choose two or three songs. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are 
singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God! 
 
Your choice of music. 
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TThhee  PPoowweerr  ooff  tthhee  CCrroossss::    
Jesus has given his life for us that we might have forgiveness and power to live for him.  
  
Supplies: phones from Attention Grabber 
 
The telephone example is used again in this section, but this time there is an actual 
conversation with someone on the other end. The volunteer impersonating God should 
also use a voice that is quick tempered. 

 
Boys and girls, I still have this phone number for God. Do you think 
it’s a real number? Do you think I should try it again?   

 
Allow for responses. 

 
The reason I ask is because we are at the point in our worship 
service where we want to give God anything that might get in the 
way of our friendship with him. This means that if we have done 
anything wrong, we want to tell him about it and confess it, so that 
by the power of the cross, it is removed and we have the promise of 
his presence.  
 
So what are some of the things that you did this week that might get 
in the way of your friendship with God? Have there been any ways 
that you have disobeyed him? For example, have you worried about 
something instead of praying and trusting him? That’s disobedience. 
Have you used his name as a slang word instead of calling upon his 
name in prayer? That’s disobedience. Have you been unloving or 
unkind to a brother or sister? That’s disobedience.  
 
Think of how you have disobeyed God this week so that you can tell 
him and he can lift it away with his forgiveness. Let’s call him now. 
What was his number again? 1-800-GOD-TALK.  
 

Dial the number and a voice answers: (Option: A different voice answers.) 
 
Secretary:   This is God’s secretary. How may I direct your call? 
 
Leader: Hi, we would like to speak to God, please.  
 
Secretary: Do you have an appointment? 
 
Leader: No, we were just hoping to talk to him. 
 
Secretary: Well, is this a business matter or are you a friend? 
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Leader: Oh, I’m a friend. This isn’t just business, this is 
______________ (fill in your name). Tell him I’m calling, 
along with all the kids in Kid’s Church.  

 
Secretary: One moment, please. 
 

God gets on the line. 
 
God: Hello,___________ (fill in name again). What do you 

want? 
 
Leader: Oh, hi! Well, we wanted to tell you about some things 

that we don’t want to get in the way of our friendship. 
 
God:  Sure, let’s talk. 
 
Leader: Well, there are things some of us here have done that 

might be considered disobeying you. So we want to talk 
about it and let you know that we are sorry.  

 
God:  Whom do you have there? 
 
Leader: (List some of the names of kids in Kid’s Church.) 
 
God: Wait a minute! I know them! I know some of the things 

they have done this week. 
 
Leader: Yes! That’s why we wanted to talk to you! 
 
God: Well, how dare those kids want to talk to me? Don’t they 

know I’m a holy God? I can’t stand sin! They must be 
holy, too. Instead, they disobeyed me! Speaking of 
disobedience, what about YOU, ___________________? 
(Insert the name of large group presenter.) You disobeyed 
me last week too! 

 
Leader: Yeah, I was going to talk to you about that, but… 
 
God: But what? YOU blew it! I don’t have to put up with your 

lousy disobedience! You don’t really care about anyone 
except yourself! So, why should I care about you? I’ve 
had it! I think we are through as friends! Goodbye! 

 
Wow. Boys and girls! What do you think about that? Who would 
come up here for an interview about that phone call?  

 
Option: Instead of an interview, take feedback from the audience.  
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Is this the way God would really talk?  

 
Allow for response. 

 
How do you think God would really sound if the Kid’s Church group 
called to tell about ways they have been disobedient? Can you 
answer that as God might?  

 
Allow for response. 

 
 
 
 
 

NOTE:  Be very clear to point out that this is not an example of how God 
treats us! 

He doesn’t end the conversation. Instead, he gives us forgiveness 
and welcomes us as friends when we mess up. He does this because 
he gave us Jesus. When we pray in Jesus’ name, our sins are 
forgiven. We trust that Jesus took the punishment of our sin on 
himself when he died on the cross. Because of that, we can be 
friends with God forever. The Bible says: 

 
“If we say, ‘We aren’t sinful’ we are deceiving ourselves, 
and the truth is not in us. God is faithful and reliable. If 
we confess our sins, he forgives them and cleanses us 
from everything we’ve done wrong. (1 John 1:8-9) 

 
Prayer 
 

Dear God, thank you for not breaking our friendship 
because we sin. Help us not let sin get in the way. Help 
us always remember to confess our sin to you. In Jesus 
name, please forgive us and help us not to sin anymore. 
We thank you that you are faithful and just and will 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness. In Jesus’ name, we 
pray. Amen.  

  
  

SSoonngg  ooff  RReessppoonnssee::  
Choose a song to help the children turn to Jesus. Or, you may want to help them celebrate what 
God has done by singing a song of praise. 
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OOffffeerriinngg:: 
Teach the importance of giving and talk about the mission activities they are supporting. 
 
Supplies: a piece of paper that says “Jesus” in the bottom of the offering plate 
 
Tip the plate so kids can read his name. 
 

We know that when we give our money in church, it’s like giving our 
money to Jesus. The church uses this money to help people come to 
know, love, and follow Jesus. So let’s bring our offering and give it to 
Jesus.  
 
While we are doing that, I want to remind you that the name of Jesus 
is very powerful. When we use his name in prayer, like when we say, 
“In Jesus’ name, we pray…” it reminds God that we trust Jesus as 
our Savior and God hears our prayers just as if Jesus himself were 
praying for us.  
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LLeeaarrnniinngg  GGaammee    
Some churches dismiss children from the adult service at this time to join Kids Church. The 
learning game provides a fun kinesthetic activity to help kids connect with each other. The 
learning point will help reinforce the theme of the day. 

  
Telephone 
 
Teams of children in lines will each take a turn whispering a phrase to the next member 
of their team. The last person in the line to receive this message will announce it to the 
group. Quite often the end result is very different from what was spoken in the 
beginning. 
 
Have kids line up in groups of approximately ten. They don’t need to be exactly even in 
number. Then say: 
 

During this game, you will pass three messages down your line– all 
in a whisper. Make sure you speak very clearly and listen very 
carefully, because you will be allowed to hear the message only once 
– no matter how well or how little you heard it. No one is allowed to 
repeat the message. 

 
Message One: Whisper the first message below to the first person in each line, who 
whispers it to the second person, who whispers it to the third and so on, until it gets to 
the last person, who announces the message just as he/she heard it. Then read the 
message the way it was first delivered. 
 
Message Two: Follow the same instructions as Message One, only starting at the 
other end of the line. 
 
Message Three: Choose three kids to form a line of three. Whisper the third message 
to the end child, who whispers it to the middle child, who whispers it to the child on the 
other end. This line represents a person praying, Jesus in the middle, and God on the 
receiving end. 

TThhee  WWoorrdd  
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Message #1 – 
Is anybody there, does anybody care? 
 
Message #2 – 
If you could read my thoughts, you’d know I need to talk. 
 
Message #3 – 
This message must get through, I need help from you. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Hints to help this game work well:  
 

• Evenly space kids by having them hold hands, stretch their line out and drop their 
hands.  

• Don’t have more than ten children in a line to avoid excessive wait time for a 
message to come through. 

• Start the message at one end of the line and make sure to tell kids not to announce 
the message aloud during their turn. If they do, it will spoil the surprise ending too 
early. 

• Kids cannot ask the message to be repeated if they did not hear it clearly enough or 
understand it the first time. 

• Try another child in the center of the short line if the first try wasn’t successful. 

Teaching Point 
 

When you pray to God, does that message have to go through lots of 
other people? If it did, it might be like this silly game. The message 
could get lost or confused and maybe it could even seem that God, 
on the other end, doesn’t care.  
 
But the truth is, God does care—very deeply. When we pray, as 
followers of Christ, we pray in Jesus’ name. This means that Jesus is 
in those prayers speaking our prayers to the Father with us. He is the 
one who intercedes for us. Intercede means that Jesus is the go-
between since he gave his life for us so we can be friends with God 
the Father. He also will be the one who lifts up our prayers and 
concerns to the Father. 
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BBiibbllee  PPrreesseennttaattiioonn::  
Help children pay attention by giving them a word or concept to listen for as you read. Consider 
letting a child read who could do so with excellence. 
 
Supplies: video from The Gospel of John- show John 17, a box of Life cereal, a box of Froot 
Loops, a box of Apple Jacks (or Cheerios), (kids only need to see the box of Life cereal), large 
bowls for mixing the snack, and three signs: 1)Himself, 2) His disciples, 3) Us today 
 
Show the video, The Gospel of John, produced by Visual Bible International covering 
John 17. This clip runs for three minutes, thirty seconds. 
 
After the video say: 
 

This prayer is a whole chapter in the Bible. Some people call it the 
other Lord’s Prayer. The reason they call it that is because it is the 
prayer the Lord himself prayed. He prayed it on the night that he was 
arrested. The next day he went to the cross. When we think of the 
Lord’s Prayer, we think of, “Our father, who art in heaven…” That’s 
an important prayer, too. But that’s the prayer he gave us to pray. 
Maybe we should rename it, “The People’s Prayer,” and keep the 
name, “the Lord’s Prayer,” for the one that we just heard. Let’s learn 
about this prayer. 

 
First Question:  

 
Who is it that Jesus prayed for? The first thing he prayed for was 
himself. 

 
Hold up sign #1 – “Himself.” 

 
What do you imagine that Jesus would ask for from his heavenly 
Father? It’s this.  

 
Hold up a box of Life cereal.  

 
No, it’s not Life cereal—but it is Life.  
 
Is it his life he is praying for? No, he’s ready to give up his life, but he 
is asking that he would be able to give eternal life to all those the 
Father has given him. Even though he is praying for himself, Jesus is 
thinking of others. How does he give us eternal life? It says this in 
John 17:3, “This is eternal life: to know you, the only true God, and 
Jesus Christ, whom you sent.” 
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Do you have eternal life? If you know God and trust Jesus whom he 
sent, then you do.  
 

Second Question:  
 
After Jesus prayed for himself, whom did he pray for next?  

 
Hold up sign #2 - “His Disciples.”  

 
His disciples.  

 
Hold up Froot Loops.  

 
What did he pray for them? Well, he knew they would be part of the 
world. Sometimes, when the Bible says “the world,” it refers to 
people…  

 
Hold up Apple Jacks.  

 
…who don’t think about God’s kingdom. They think only of this 
world. 
 

Hold up the bowl of Froot Loops.  
 
Does God want these believers to have this life…  

 
Pour the Life cereal into the large bowl.  

 
…in the world with all the people who don’t know him and don’t love 
him?  

 
Hold up the Apple Jacks.  

 
Does God want Christians to be around people who may even hate 
Jesus or who do terrible things? What do you think? Should I pour 
the believers and the unbelievers into the bowl together? Does God 
want them in the world? The Bible has the answer. 
 

“I have given them your message. But the world has 
hated them because they don’t belong to the world any 
more than I belong to the world. I’m not asking you to 
take them out of the world but to protect them from the 
evil one. They don’t belong to the world any more than I 
belong to the world.” (John 17:14-16) 
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This means that I should pour them in because they are part of the 
world but they don’t belong to it. They are in the world, but they are 
not of the world. They don’t have to think like people who don’t love 
God.  

 
Pour the Froot Loops and Apple Jacks into the bowl with the Life cereal. 
 

But if they are to be mixed in with those people, Jesus prays that 
God will protect them from behaving like everyone else in the world 
that doesn’t know God. They need protection from the evil one, who 
is Satan.  

 
Third Question: 
 
Hold up sign #3 - “Us today.”  

 
Jesus prays for us. What does he pray?  
 

“I’m not praying only for them. I’m also praying for 
those who will believe in me through their message.”  
(John 17:20) 
 

Who is that? It is you and I. Since those disciples told others, and 
others told others, and some of them told others, faith in Jesus has 
been passed through hundreds and hundreds of years. What does 
he pray for us that will protect us?  
 

o He prays that we would be united with him and always believe 
God sent Jesus to us.  

o He prays that he would live in us and we would live in him and 
we would be completely united with him and with each other.  

 
Do you know how we can show that today? We can eat this snack to 
remind us that we have his life in us and even though we are in the 
world with nonbelievers, we don’t have to think like they do. 

 
Pass out cereal for kids to eat. 
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WWiittnneessss  aanndd  TTeellll::  
Give children opportunities to share how God is working in their lives. It is best to use a 
microphone to ask children interview questions around the theme for the day. 
 

Craft Activity  
 
Supplies: envelops, markers, crayons, prepared Bible verses for encouragement and love, etc.  
 
Pass out card-making supplies. Say: 

 
Today we will practice praying for others just like Jesus prayed for 
us. When we pray for them, we will also write them a note. This note 
can encourage them by telling them that we prayed for them today 
and we hope that God draws them closer to himself. We even have 
envelopes to put the notes in, address them and mail them. 
 
Now let’s talk about some things we can pray for people so you can 
think about who you can pray for and make a card to send them.  
 

Discuss and make cards. Play quiet Christian music in the background while kids make 
cards letting these people know they are praying for them. When cards are finished, 
have students pray aloud for what is on their cards. You can also read and discuss the 
Bible verse: 

 
“I have made your name known to them, and I will make 
it known so that the love you have for me will be in them 
and I will be in them.” (John 17:26) 
 

This means that the love God has for his Son Jesus is the love he 
has also given to us.  
 

In addition to the verses you have prepared ahead of time, kids should be encouraged 
to use related Bible verses if they know of some. 

WWiittnneessss  
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PPrraayyeerr::  
Let the kids pray out loud. If you are using a microphone, invite children to form a prayer line 
and speak their thanksgivings or requests. If you have portable microphones, you can roam the 
audience. Kids can also go to prayer stations set up for specific types of prayer.  
 
 

OOppttiioonnss::  (select one from the options below) 
 

_____ Prayer Line Option: Kids line up and take turns stepping in front of the 
microphone to speak their prayers briefly. 
 
_____ Prayer Chair: Adults or children with special prayer needs are invited to 
sit in the chairs. Kids gather around them, lay hands on their shoulders or knees 
and take turns praying. 
 
_____ Popcorn Prayer: The leader moves through the crowd with a microphone 
and turns it toward kids who are raising their hands to pray. The kids speak their 
prayers into the microphone. 

 

LLoorrdd’’ss  PPrraayyeerr::  Lead the children through the Lord’s Prayer, phrase by phrase, or 
let them pray the entire prayer along with you. 
 

BBlleessssiinngg::  
Speak a blessing prayer over the children. Personalize this to your setting. Use a special 
scripture verse or blessing around the theme of the day. 
 

SSoonngg  ooff  SSeennddiinngg::  
Choose one song. Briefly introduce song so kids can better understand what they are singing 
and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God. 
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SSuupppplliieess::  
  
Attention Grabber and Power of the Cross: 

••  cell phone or other phone with a speaker option.  
  
Offering: 

• piece of paper that says “Jesus” 
••  offering plate  

  
Bible Presentation: 

• video: The Gospel of John, produced by Visual Bible International, 2003, 
show the gospel of John chapter 17—order from www.visualbible.com  

• a box of Life cereal (Keep this cereal in the box to show its name.) 
• a box of Froot Loops (in clear bowl) 
• a box of Apple Jacks or Cheerios (in clear bowl)  
• large, preferably clear, bowl for mixing all the cereals together 
• three signs:  

1. Himself  
2. His disciples  
3. Us today 

  
Witness and Tell: 

• card making supplies  
1. envelopes 
2. markers 
3. crayons 
4. prepared Bible verses 

• background music  
 
 
Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement 
according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for 
example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for 
determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or 
adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for 
each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities 
and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability 
for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum. 
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JJEESSUUSS  

16 



 

  
  
HHiimmsseellff  

17 



  
HHiiss  

ddiisscciipplleess  

18 



  
 

19 



20 

VVeerrsseess  ooff  EEnnccoouurraaggeemmeenntt  
  
  

II  kknnooww  tthhee  ppllaannss  II  hhaavvee  ffoorr  yyoouu,,  ddeeccllaarreess  tthhee  LLOORRDD..  TThheeyy  aarree  ppllaannss  ffoorr  
ppeeaaccee  aanndd  nnoott  ddiissaasstteerr,,  ppllaannss  ttoo  ggiivvee  yyoouu  aa  ffuuttuurree  ffiilllleedd  wwiitthh  hhooppee..  

JJeerreemmiiaahh  2299::1111  
  
  
  

II  ggiivvee  tthhaannkkss  ttoo  yyoouu,,  bbeeccaauussee  yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannsswweerreedd  mmee..    
YYoouu  aarree  mmyy  ssaavviioorr..  

PPssaallmmss  111188::2211  
  
  
  

CCoommee  ttoo  mmee,,  aallll  wwhhoo  aarree  ttiirreedd  ffrroomm  ccaarrrryyiinngg  hheeaavvyy  llooaaddss,,  aanndd  II  wwiillll  
ggiivvee  yyoouu  rreesstt..  PPllaaccee  mmyy  yyookkee  oovveerr  yyoouurr  sshhoouullddeerrss,,  aanndd  lleeaarrnn  ffrroomm  mmee,,  

bbeeccaauussee  II  aamm  ggeennttllee  aanndd  hhuummbbllee..  TThheenn  yyoouu  wwiillll  ffiinndd  rreesstt  ffoorr  
yyoouurrsseellvveess  bbeeccaauussee  mmyy  yyookkee  iiss  eeaassyy  aanndd  mmyy  bbuurrddeenn  iiss  lliigghhtt..  

MMaatttthheeww  1111::2288--3300  
  
  
  

II  aamm  ccoonnvviinncceedd  tthhaatt  nnootthhiinngg  ccaann  eevveerr  sseeppaarraattee  uuss  ffrroomm  GGoodd’’ss  lloovvee  
wwhhiicchh  CChhrriisstt  JJeessuuss  oouurr  LLoorrdd  sshhoowwss  uuss..  WWee  ccaann’’tt  bbee  sseeppaarraatteedd  bbyy  

ddeeaatthh  oorr  lliiffee,,  bbyy  aannggeellss  oorr  rruulleedd,,  bbyy  aannyytthhiinngg  iinn  tthhee  pprreesseenntt  oorr  
aannyytthhiinngg  iinn  tthhee  ffuuttuurree,,  bbyy  ffoorrcceess  oorr  ppoowweerrss  iinn  tthhee  wwoorrlldd  aabboovvee  oorr  iinn  

tthhee  wwoorrlldd  bbeellooww,,  oorr  bbyy  aannyytthhiinngg  eellssee  iinn  ccrreeaattiioonn..  
RRoommaannss  88::3388--3399  

  
  
  

FFiinnaallllyy,,  rreecceeiivvee  yyoouurr  ppoowweerr  ffrroomm  tthhee  LLoorrdd  aanndd    
ffrroomm  hhiiss  mmiigghhttyy  ssttrreennggtthh..  

EEpphheessiiaannss  66::1100  
  
  
  

TThheenn  GGoodd’’ss  ppeeaaccee,,  wwhhiicchh  ggooeess  bbeeyyoonndd  aannyytthhiinngg  wwee  ccaann  iimmaaggiinnee,,  wwiillll  
gguuaarrdd  yyoouurr  tthhoouugghhttss  aanndd  eemmoottiioonnss  tthhrroouugghh  JJeessuuss  CChhrriisstt..  

PPhhiilliippppiiaannss  44::  77  
 


	Primary Scripture: John 17:14-16, 20, 26; 1 John 1:8-9 
	Jesus for us: Through Jesus’ death and resurrection in our place, our relationship to God is restored and, with it, our ability to pray in Jesus’ name. The Father will hear every such prayer.
	Invocation:
	Options: (select one from the options below)


