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Primary Scripture: Ephesians 2:10: “God has made us what we are. He has created us in Christ Jesus to live lives filled with good works that he has prepared for us to do.”)

Matthew 25:31-46: Jesus separates the sheep and goats, commending those who served others.
How does this address a need in our kids’ lives?
Kids need the security of knowing that God created them for his purposes. Knowing God’s purposes for them also gives them direction for their life. These purposes might be summed up in the words:  worship, fellowship, discipleship, ministry, and evangelism. This week we examine God’s purpose for us in ministry. To minister to another means to serve him. Just as Jesus served us, so we can serve others. In fact, according to Jesus’ own words, when we serve even the lowest of our society, we are in fact serving Jesus! Kids need to be invited into this opportunity of service. Kids are ministers, too.
How does Jesus fill this need?
Jesus for us: Because Jesus first served us by giving his life for us, we are made the sheep of his pasture so we might serve him.

Jesus in us: Jesus dwells within us so he might empower us to serve others.  
Jesus through us: As we serve others in Jesus’ name, we are actually serving Jesus while those being served are experiencing Jesus serving them.

Stamp of Excellence:
Remind the kids what excellent worship looks like. We are in God’s presence to honor him. Put on your best manners. This might include wearing your name tag, participating eagerly at all times, listening when the leader is talking, raising your hand to speak, not distracting others, playing the learning game with cooperation, singing enthusiastically, and praying reverently. Offer rewards or positive reinforcement to those who worship with excellence. 
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Invocation:

Let kids bring forward the worship symbols such as cross, candles, Bible, and offering plate. Invite God’s presence and call by name Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

Attention Grabber:

Capture the children’s attention and help them focus on the worship theme for the day.

Supplies: 

· two tables 

· towels or sheets

· any obscure object

· basin with soapy water and washcloth

· label, “Ministry”

· pitcher labeled, “Worship” from Lesson 2

· the game, Barrel of Monkeys labeled, “Fellowship” from Lesson 3

· Gumby figure or some type of bendable doll labeled “Discipleship” from Lesson 4
The same setting will be used each week in this series. On a table covered with towels or sheets will be objects of which the children will have to guess the object’s purpose. The first object will be some kind of obscure object with its purpose hard to guess. The second object’s purpose will relate to the theme of the day. Each week a different child will be seated next to this table with a sheet draped over him. The children will try to guess the theme for each week as to what purpose God created this person.

Another table is needed to place the objects that relate to the theme for each week and the objects from the prior weeks in this series. Posted on the table should be a sign that reads “YMI Here.”
For the first object, pick any obscure object you have available and place on the table covered with a towel or sheet. The second object for this week’s lesson will be a shallow basin of soapy water with a washcloth. 

On the second table should be the pitcher for worship, the “Barrel of Monkeys” game for fellowship, and the bendable figurine for discipleship. You will want to review the themes of the previous weeks later in this lesson. Have a label, “Ministry” ready to tape onto the basin of soapy water. 

Refer to the first table and the first object. After kids have made guesses about its purpose, explain the proper purpose. Then the children can guess the purpose for the second object.    

Rather than tell them that it is for washing feet, invite a child forward and begin to wash that student’s feet. This should be kind of funny as kids begin to figure out what is happening. It will also seem weird that a grown-up is giving such special treatment to a kid. After the foot washing and the kids have guessed the purpose of the basin, explain that Jesus was actually known for washing feet. He washed his disciples’ feet, which was a lowly, dirty job. It must have seemed weird to them, too, that since he was the Son of God, here he was now washing their feet. 

What do you think Jesus was trying to teach? (True greatness is in serving, not being served.) 

Now uncover the child and ask the children to guess the purpose for which God created this child. After a few guesses, say:

Let’s review the purposes for which God made us. This pitcher reminds us of how God fills us with his love so that we can pour it out and love him. This is worship.  

This “Barrel of Monkeys” game illustrates the second purpose. Do you remember what word describes how God wants us to be part of his family? Right! Fellowship.  

Now what does this bendable figurine that can be molded and shaped, remind us of? Yes, God’s purpose is to shape us into the likeness of Jesus and this is called what? Right. Discipleship.  

Finally, this basin reminds us of the fourth purpose God has for us. It is the purpose of serving each other. But what is the word we use? Hint:  it starts with an “m.” Right. Ministry.

Songs of Worship:

Choose two or three songs. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God!

The Power of the Cross: 

Jesus has given his life for us that we might have forgiveness and power to live for him.
Close your eyes. Picture in your mind someone who has a very hard time fitting in at school. This might be someone other people pick on or make fun of. Maybe they aren’t as smart or as nice as the other kids. 

Think about how you treat that person. Do you ever make fun of that person or laugh when everyone else is laughing at him or her? Maybe you just ignore the person and do nothing. Now imagine that person was actually Jesus, only in disguise and you didn’t recognize him. Are you embarrassed that you weren’t more kind or helpful? Jesus wants us to treat others the same as we would treat him. If we haven’t done that as well as we ought, we need his help and the power of the cross. Let’s pray.

Dear God, thank you that you made us so that we can serve others. We can have a ministry. But you know that there are times that we haven’t served others, especially when it’s people we don’t like or people we don’t notice or people that don’t seem very important. For Jesus’ sake, please forgive us. He served us by giving his life for us. Now help us to see him as the person we are serving when we are serving others. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Song of Response:
Choose a song to help the children turn to Jesus. Or, you may want help them celebrate what God has done by singing a song of praise. 

Offering:
Teach the importance of giving and talk about the mission activities they are supporting.

Supplies:

· washcloth from Attention Grabber
Wring out the washcloth from the basin and place it in the offering plate. It will remind everyone that giving our offerings is a way that we are serving others and serving Jesus. Also talk about the mission project that the offerings are going to so kids can see how they are serving others through their offerings.



Learning Game:

Some churches dismiss children from the adult service at this time to join Kids Church. The learning game provides a fun kinesthetic activity to help kids connect with each other. The learning point will help reinforce the theme of the day.

“Servant’s Snack”

Supplies: 

· paper plates

· graham crackers in square sections

· different flavors and colors of icing with plastic knives or craft sticks for spreading

· chocolate chips, mini-marshmallows, red hots, licorice bits, different colors of sprinkles, jelly beans, etc.
The object of this game is to decorate a graham cracker to look like a happy face snack. The happy face will be a reminder of serving others with joy. There are two rules that make this challenging. 1) You cannot get your own decorations, someone must serve you and 2) You can only ask someone yes or no questions. These directions will explain.

Each one of you is to make a graham cracker snack decorated to look like a smiley face. You must first start with a paper plate and a graham cracker and then you can begin to decorate. You can spread some icing, sprinkles, little sections of licorice, or whatever. Try to make a picture of a happy face on your graham cracker. Think of eyes, mouth, hair and whatever you’d like. When you are through, we will call this a happy servant! The Bible says we can discover great joy in serving others.

But there is a problem. You can’t ever get one of these supplies for yourself. You can’t just go get  a paper plate for yourself. And when you need a graham cracker or icing, you can’t reach to the middle of the table and get it. The only way you can get anything is to have a servant get it for you. Now where will we find a servant? Shall the adults serve all these kids? No. How about this? You kids be the servants and serve each other. Let me show you how it works.

I would get a partner like (child’s name) here. Then I would get (child’s name) what he needs to make his graham cracker happy face. He would get me what I need.  

Oops! There is one other very important rule:  You can’t tell your servant what you want or even ask the servant for what you want. You must wait for your servant to ask you a question. Then you may only answer with “No, thank you” or “Yes, please.” If someone asks you, “What kind of icing would you like for your graham cracker?”, you can’t say “chocolate.” All you can say is “yes, thank you.” So when you’re the servant, be sure to ask questions that can be answered with a “yes” or a “no.” 

Think about what others might want or need as they think about and ask you what you need. Someone can ask, “Would you like chocolate icing?” If the answer is yes, that person can then get it for you. Someone might ask, “Would you like red sprinkles?” If the answer is no, he could instead ask, “Would you like white sprinkles?” “Yes!” They figured out what you wanted to help make your graham cracker snack.  

Here is another problem. What if you want something to make your snack and no one asked if you needed it? You couldn’t go get it, could you? But you could do this. Pretend you wanted some marshmallows. You can ask someone else, “Would you like some marshmallows?” They may say “No, thank you.” Then ask someone else, “Would you like some marshmallows.” Maybe she says, “No thank you” as well. Go to yet another person and ask, “Would you like some marshmallows?” Hopefully someone will get the hint and figure out that you want some marshmallows. 

Interview some kids after the activity.

Was there anything you wanted or needed, but you had a hard time getting it because there was no one to serve you and get it for you?

What was more fun, serving others or being served? Why?

Tell about a time you discovered someone else wanted something and you figured out what it was and asked to serve him or her.

Do you think that Jesus would enjoy this game? What do you think would be his favorite part?

Bible Reading:
Help children pay attention by giving them a word or concept to listen for as you read. Consider letting a child read who could do so with excellence.

Matthew 25:31-46  

This section of scripture most often referred to as “The Dividing of the Sheep and the Goats,” will be read after the interactive drama. The emphasis point is summarized in verse 40, “Whatever you did for one of my brothers or sisters, no matter how unimportant they seemed, you did for me.”

Application 1:

“Servants of Sir Vandavall” Interactive Drama (See page 9.)

Supplies:

· six paper plates with a cross drawn on the center and a heart around it 

· six paper plates with the word “Me” written in the center

· two crowns

· two capes

· box to store one crown and cape

· raggedy, torn, dirty shirt
Application 2:

Introduce the reading of Matthew 25:31-36 with the following.

You have just heard a story that reminds us of something in Bible in Matthew 25. This is a very important event that Jesus tells us. It’s about his return on the Last Day. At that time, everyone will be separated into one of two categories; those who have trusted Jesus and followed him, the sheep, and those who have not trusted nor followed him, the goats. As I read this, listen for why both the sheep and the goats are surprised.  

Read Matthew 25: 31-36.



Witness and Tell:

Give children opportunities to share how God is working in their lives. It is best to use a microphone to ask children interview questions around the theme for the day.

God made you for ministry. That means he made you so you could serve others. Think of something you did this last week or month that served someone else. This is something you did to help him. Before I let the first person share, I want to read this verse. This verse says that God made you for the purpose of doing good works for others.  

Ephesians 2:10: “God has made us what we are. He has created us in Christ Jesus to live lives filled with good works that he has prepared for us to do.”

After the children have shared some of their stories, explain that these are some of the good works that God had as a purpose for them to do. God might even have had these things in his mind when he created you!

Prayer:

Let the kids pray out loud. If you are using a microphone, invite children to form a prayer line and speak their thanksgivings or requests. If you have portable microphones, you can roam the audience. Kids can also go to prayer stations set up for specific types of prayer.

Let children think of special things they can do to serve others and in so doing, they are serving Jesus. Either a prayer line or popcorn prayer might help them pray through that list.

Blessing:

Speak a blessing prayer over the children. Personalize this to your setting. Use special scripture verse or blessing around the theme of the day.

Song of Sending:

Choose one song. Briefly introduce songs so kids can better understand what they are singing and be drawn into a more focused worship. Keep the attention on God.

Servants of Sir Vantavall

An Interactive Drama for Kids
Supplies:  

· six paper plates with a cross drawn on the center and a heart around it 

· six paper plates with the word “Me” written in the center

· two crowns

· two capes

· box to store one crown and cape

· raggedy, torn, dirty shirt
The following story is to be read while children are drafted into certain roles and act out the story. Although the script is written as though you’re leading by yourself, it will be helpful to have an additional adult volunteer help direct children and act their parts.  

Welcome to the storytelling of “Servants of Sir Vantavall.” I need some help to tell this story. I will come and gather volunteers from the audience as I tell the story. I will begin with the king and his son. I’m choosing these two now to come forward and put on the crowns and royal cape. 

Pick a volunteer to be king and another to be his son, Sir Vantavall. 

Mr. Vantavall, during the drama you will pass these plates with crosses on them to six other kids in the audience. Kids, if you are given one of these plates, you must pretend that you are a servant and this is your serving tray. This is how you hold it.  

Demonstrate holding the plate delicately with both hands and very level.

You make a slight bow at the waist and offer what is on your plate to the person you are serving. We will use our imaginations to picture what is on the serving plates.

I will also select six other people from the audience to hold these other servant trays that say “Me” on them. You don’t have to hold these in any special way. As a matter of fact, you can use them as a fan if you want. 

I will be looking for good listeners who raise their hands if they want to be selected at the appropriate time.

Begin the story:

Once there was a wonderful and mighty king. His name was Overall. Maybe that’s because he ruled overall. Those who served him were the happiest people in the world.  

Anyway, King Overall desired to invite more citizens to live in his kingdom. There they could have all they needed and could have the joy of serving the king. He had such a lovely castle and many rooms and fine gardens and a huge playground. His servants had the best of everything. He thought, “Why not have more people become my citizens who would enjoy serving me?”  

So he called his son whose name was Sir Vantavall. “Yes, Father,” said Sir Vantavall. “How could I serve you?”  

King Overall replied, “My son, would you go to the village beyond our kingdom and invite the people there to be our subjects and live as citizens in our kingdom? After all, it’s a blast to live and serve here, and we have plenty of room for more.”

“Who shall I invite?” asked the son.  

“Invite them all. Everyone who accepts can come! But there is a special way you must invite them. Invite them by serving them. You see, many of these people can only think about themselves. They can’t imagine living in a kingdom where the greatest joy is serving others and serving me. They may be afraid that you are trying to take away their freedom and make them slaves instead of  citizens who can serve. They might even be afraid of being around the son of a king. 

“So leave your crown and your royal robe with me. Dress like one of them. Take these special serving trays. Go as one of them and serve them all. Love them. Give them what they need. Give them my heart. That is how they will recognize that you have come from me. Those who receive my heart will want to come into my kingdom. They will want to be citizens of the king. They will gladly serve me.”

So Sir Vantavall took off his crown and royal robe and picked up the special serving trays. He headed out among the people excited about serving them and inviting them to come join him and the king in their kingdom. Here is one now.  

Point to a child in the audience.  

This person is lonely and tired. Sir Vantavall served him. 

Have Sir Vantavall give him a serving tray (plate with cross and heart).  

On this plate he gave the person his friendship and rest. He served so many people. Many people received what he was giving away.  

While passing out the rest of the serving trays, say:  

He gave forgiveness and kindness. He gave peace to trouble hearts. He gave healing to the sick. He gave hope to the discouraged. He gave purpose for the lost. He served everyone so well. There was nothing he wouldn’t do for the people in need. He would give his life for any single one of them.  

But not everyone let Sir Vantavall serve him or her. No! Look at these people with their servant trays.  

Pass out the plates marked “Me.”  

These people had serving trays they did not want to give up. They were too busy just serving themselves. All they could think about was “ME!” So when Sir Vantavall asked them if they would like him to serve them, they declined. “No, thank you,” they said politely. “If we let you serve us, then maybe we won’t get to do what we want when we want to do it.” 

“But I don’t think you understand,” said Sir Vantavall. “You can be a citizen of  King Overall if you but  let me serve you!” They replied again, “No, thank you.”
Have all 12 kids holding serving trays come to the front stage area.

Sir Vantavall lived with the people several years to serve them with all he had. Now it was time for him to return to his father and prepare the royal castle for the new citizens of the King. But before he left, he told the people that he would return to bring back those who would like to live in King Overall’s kingdom.

Years passed. Many people forgot all about the visit of the Sir Vantavall. But many didn’t. Many still had their serving trays and every time they used them they remembered how Sir Vantavall had once served them and how he had promised to return.  

Finally, it was announced that the son of King Overall  would come to the village and take back with him all those who wanted to live in the glorious kingdom of his father. If anyone wanted to return with Sir Vantavall, they must be ready to receive him. Every person in the village thought it would be wonderful to go live in such a wonderful kingdom, so they all waited for the Sir Vantavall to return.  

Sir Vantavall now enters wearing a very raggedy shirt and any other simple disguise that shows his various desperate needs. 

While they were waiting a stranger came to their village. The people with the “Me” plates saw him and said “Eeewww! Yuck!” This stranger was very dirty and gross. He even smelled bad. He was so yucky that some of the people threw him in jail.  

You would think that no one cared about him. But that’s not true. Who do you think would serve him and care for him? Right! Look what these people with the servant trays left by Sir Vantavall  are doing. This one is bringing him food. This one is bringing water. This one is bringing clothes. This one is bringing medicine. This one is simply visiting him in jail. This one is coming to invite him to stay in his home when he gets out. Wow!

Other people in the village made fun of those who were helping the poor man. They said, “You are so busy with this stranger that you will miss Sir Vantavall when he returns, and you will not be able to go to the glorious kingdom with him. Why waste your time with someone like that bum who doesn’t matter at all?”
While they were laughing and poking fun, suddenly a great commotion broke out. The king was arriving. Everyone bowed down on one knee as he entered the village.  

“But where is Sir Vantavall?” the people asked the king. “We’ve been awaiting him so that we might serve him  and travel with him back to your kingdom”  

The king said not a word. Instead he brought the royal robe and crown from its special box. He approached his son and placed it on him. Now all recognized the stranger. It was Sir Vantavall! Sir Vantavall spoke to those whose servant trays were only filled with “Me.”     

“You missed me. I was hungry and thirsty, and you didn’t give me food or water. I was cold and without clothes and you turned your back on me. I was in jail and you didn’t visit me. I was homeless and you didn’t invite me in!”
It was quiet except for a faint whisper, “But we didn’t recognize you.” 

The other group said, “We didn’t recognize you either.” And Sir Vantavall said to them, “Come with me to my father’s kingdom. For when you serve even the poorest of people, even the worst of bums, when you do it in my name, you do it for me!”

The end. Can we have a hand of appreciation for our actors?
Supplies:

Attention Grabber:

· two tables 

· towels or sheets

· any obscure object

· basin with soapy water and washcloth

· label, “Ministry”

· pitcher labeled, “Worship” from Lesson 2

· the game, Barrel of Monkeys labeled, “Fellowship” from Lesson 3

· Gumby figure or some type of bendable doll labeled “Discipleship” from Lesson 4
Offering:

· washcloth from Attention Grabber
Learning Game:

· paper plates

· graham crackers in square sections

· different flavors and colors of icing with plastic knives or craft sticks for spreading

· chocolate chips, mini-marshmallows, red hots, licorice bits, different colors of sprinkles, jelly beans, etc.
Application 1:

· six paper plates with a cross drawn on the center and a heart around it 

· six paper plates with the word “Me” written in the center

· two crowns

· two capes

· box to store one crown and cape

· raggedy, torn, dirty shirt

Date: 	___________________________
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Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.








Kids Church “YMI Here” Series - Lesson 5 ● 1
Copyright 2017 Kids Kount Publishing, Omaha, NE  68137, www.kidskountpublishing.com
Unless otherwise noted, all Scripture verses are from GOD’S WORD®. Copyright 1995 by God’s Word to the Nations.

Permission to photocopy Kids Church and Kingdom Quest materials granted to purchaser only for local church use.

