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Take Home Point: *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to become like Jesus.  

*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).
Bible Verse: 2 Corinthians 5:17

Jesus Link: God wants us to become more like Jesus.

We will help children know:
· We are growing and becoming more like Jesus.

· When we make mistakes, Jesus forgives us and makes us clean again.

· Some ways we become more like Jesus, include: sharing, telling others, using kind words, and obeying our parents.

We will help the children feel:
· Desire to be more like Jesus.

· Joy in being like Jesus.

· Forgiven when they slip and do something wrong.

We will help the children do:
· Watch an activity, in which they learn how they can be more like Jesus, and see how they are washed clean when they sin.

· Make and eat a butterfly, as a reminder that we are new creations in Christ.

· Play the game, “Would Jesus Say?”

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP
	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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	3

3-5
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Judy puppet

· Dress-up items that Judy can use to pretend to be a grown up, for example a hat, a scarf, or jewelry

· masking tape

· reproducible pictures of sharing, telling others, kind words, and obeying parents (optional object lesson materials: piece of bread, cut-out heart with a cross drawn on it, a flower, skates or bike)

· bowl of chocolate frosting


· basin of water

· wash cloth

· toy butterfly or picture of a butterfly

	Small Group Application
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7
7

8


	Activity 1: “Changing Caterpillar”

Activity 2:  “Butterfly Treat”

Activity 3:  “Would Jesus Say? Game”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:

· 1 photocopied set of butterfly wings (or use die cut) per child (use white cardstock paper)

· markers

· scissors

· 1 clothespin per child

· 1 brown lunch bag per child

· pre-made sticker with the words “I can become more like Jesus” printed on it

· small piece of sticky Velcro for each child (both sides)

Activity 2:
· 1 gummy worm per child

· 2 candied orange slices per child

· napkins

· paper cups

· water or juice

Activity 3:

· none

	Large Group Wrap-up
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9
	Lesson Review with Puppet Skit 

Singing (Optional)
	Large Group Closing:

· Albie puppet
· sample materials from small group time
· Choose 2 or 3 songs and list them




Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word, as they experience the Bible event.
Puppet Presentation:
Judy comes out dressed up to look like a “grown-up.” She shares that she can’t wait to be a grown up. Then she can drive a car, have her own house, and have lots of money. The leader agrees with Judy that it does seem exciting to grow up, but Judy has already grown up in many ways. When she was a baby, she couldn’t walk. Now she can. She knows how to tie her shoes. She can ride a bike. And she’s big enough to wash her hands in the bathroom, without standing on a chair. The leader asks Judy if she knows that there is another way she is growing? Judy asks how. The leader shares that Judy is growing and becoming more and more like Jesus. She is becoming more like Jesus in the way she acts, in her heart, and in the way she loves Jesus and other people. 

Teach Judy the take home point. *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to become more like Jesus. The leader says the first line, Judy responds with the second line. After practicing it with Judy few times, practice it with the children.

Bible Event:
A child is brought to the front to the front of the room. (Make sure the child is willing to have chocolate frosting put on his or her skin.) Say:

Boys and girls, our friend here wants to become more like Jesus. You know something? All of us should want to become more like Jesus. Let’s talk about what it means to become more like Jesus.

Jesus was very caring. He cared for lots of people. So if our friend, Rodney (substitute name of child), wants to become more like Jesus, he needs to care for people. 

(Tape the picture of sharing on the wall. Or, optional object lesson: a piece of bread.) One way in which Jesus cared for people is by sharing. Jesus shared food, when he fed thousands of people with a small boy’s bread and fish. He shared God’s love with many, many people when he touched people and healed them. Rodney can become more like Jesus if he shares with people, too. Rodney, have you showed your friends, or brother, or sister that you care for them by sharing your toys? 

(Tape the picture of telling others on the wall. Or, optional object lesson: cut-out heart with a cross drawn on it.) Another way Jesus showed others that he cares for them is by telling them about God’s love. Rodney, have you told others about Jesus’ love?

(Tape the picture of kind words on the wall.  Or, optional object lesson: flower, symbolic of kind words.) Jesus showed others he cared he cared by using kind words. Kind words are words to help other people feel good and not to hurt them. What kind words have you told other people, Rodney? Maybe you told your mom you love her? Or, maybe you told a friend that he is nice? Maybe you told your sister that she did a good job on a picture she drew? Those are all kind words we can use to show others we care.

(Tape the picture of obeying parents on the wall.  Or, optional object lesson: skates or a bike.) Jesus showed he cared by obeying his parents. As a child, he obeyed Mary and Joseph by doing what they asked him to do. As an adult, he obeyed his heavenly father, even when it meant that Jesus had to go to the cross to die for our sins. And Rodney can obey his parents, too. For example, Rodney, if you were told not to ride your bike or skates in the street, you could obey by riding on the sidewalk.

Let’s imagine that Rodney is becoming more and more like Jesus by sharing, telling others about Jesus, using kind words, and obeying his parents. But one day a terrible thing happened. Rodney decided not to share his toys with a friend. Oh-oh! That would be something wrong. It would not be like Jesus. That would be a sin. Let’s mark Rodney with a sin. (Put some chocolate frosting on Rodney’s face.) Ooh! We marked him with this gooey black stuff that reminds us of sin.

Oh-oh! There’s something else that Rodney didn’t do. Rodney’s friend asked him why he goes to church and Rodney didn’t tell him about Jesus or invite him to come with him to church. (Put some more frosting on Rodney.)
But that wasn’t all. Rodney kept doing things that weren’t like Jesus. He said something mean to his sister. He called her a big baby and that hurt her feelings. (Put more frosting on Rodney.) 

Then, when Rodney’s mother told him to clean his room, he didn’t obey. He ignored her and played with his Legos instead. (Put more frosting on Rodney.)

Is Rodney like Jesus now? No. Some people would think that now is the time to give up trying to be like Jesus. When you make a mistake, you are not like Jesus. But, Jesus says, now is the time you can change and become more like him. This is what happens.

We can come to Jesus and say, “Please forgive me and change me on the inside to become more like you.” What does Jesus do? (Dip washcloth in water basin and begin washing Rodney clean.) He washes away our sins just like I am doing with this washcloth, washing these black marks away. Each time Jesus forgives us, he helps us remember that next time, we can become more like him and we don’t have to do what is wrong. 

The Bible verse for today reminds us of this – it says, “Whoever is a believer in Christ is a new creation. The old way of living has disappeared. A new way of living has come into existence.”  What that means is, if you believe in Jesus, the old way of doing things, which are not like what Jesus would do, can go away. Now, you can do the things that Jesus does. 

It is kind of like a caterpillar that changes into a butterfly. (Show the butterfly.) When it is a caterpillar, it can’t do very much. It can only crawl and cannot go very far. Without Jesus, we can’t do very much. We can’t do what is right. We just keep sinning and sinning. Then the caterpillar goes into a cocoon. When it comes out, it has wings. It is a butterfly. It can fly and go far away. When we learn about Jesus and love Jesus, he gives us his love and his strength, so that we can become new and can do new things. We can become like Jesus and do those things, which are good and right. We grow up and become more like Jesus every day. We are a new creation! 

Practice the take home point. *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to become like Jesus.

End with a brief prayer.

Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

How are we growing and changing? (Answers will vary but may include learning to ride a bike, learning to make a bed, learning to tie shoes, or getting bigger, etc.)

How are we learning to become more like Jesus? (Answers will vary but may include sharing, using kind words, telling others about Jesus, obeying our parents, helping someone who is hurt, etc.)

What are ways in which we are sometimes not like Jesus, ways in which we sin? (Answers will vary but may include hitting someone, saying something mean, not picking up our toys when we are supposed to, etc.)

When we sin and are not like Jesus, what does Jesus do? (If we are sorry, Jesus forgives us, washes us clean, and helps us to change and become more like him.)

Activity 1: “Changing Caterpillar” Craft
1. Cut the lunch bag so that it is only 4 inches high

2. Cut out the butterfly wings

3. Use the markers to color the clothespin and the butterfly wings

4. Attach the Avery label to the paper bag, near the bottom

5. Attach one side of the Velcro to the middle of the wings and the other side of the Velcro to the middle of the clothespin.

6. Have the children lay the wings in the bottom of the paper bag.

Explain to the children that this craft will show them that, just as a caterpillar changes into a butterfly, Jesus helps us to change and grow to be more like him. The clothespin is a caterpillar. Without wings it can’t do much. One day the caterpillar spins a cocoon around itself. Have the children put their caterpillar inside the paper bag cocoon, so that the Velcro on the caterpillar attaches to the Velcro on the butterfly wings. Roll the bag closed. The caterpillar is inside the cocoon for two weeks. Count to 14. Unroll the cocoon and take out the caterpillar. It is now a beautiful butterfly! In the same way, we are beautiful children of God, who are becoming more like Jesus. How does Jesus help us to become more like him? Practice the activity several times and encourage the children to do it at home and with friends. Practice the take home point. *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to become more like Jesus.

Activity 2: “Butterfly Treat” Snack
Hand out the napkins. Give the children each a gummy worm and tell them that it is a caterpillar. Remind them of how a caterpillar turns into a butterfly. In the same way we become more like Jesus. Have the children lay the gummy worms on the napkins vertically. Hand out two candy orange slices to each child, and have the children add wings to the butterflies, by laying one candy orange slice on each side of the gummy worm, so that the curve on the orange slice touches the center of the gummy worm. Give each child a cup of water or juice. As the children eat their snack, review ways in which we grow to be more like Jesus. Practice the take home point. *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to become like Jesus.


Activity 3: “Would Jesus Say?” Game
“Would Jesus Say” is played like “Simon Says”, except that kids don’t hear, “Simon Says” or “Jesus Says”. Instead, they simply hear and see an action. If they think that Jesus say to do that, then they would do it. If they think that Jesus wouldn’t say to do it, then they remain motionless. Directions are given as if Jesus is saying them. Explain to the children that in this game, the things that Jesus says to do are things that help us become more like Jesus. The things that Jesus doesn’t say to do are sins, things that are not like Jesus and we shouldn’t do them. If a child does an action that Jesus does not say to do, then that child must sit out until someone else gets out. Use the following actions or your own ideas:

1.  Give a friend a hug. 



(Jesus says)
2.  Smile big.





(Jesus says)
3.  Stick out your tongue.

4.  Throw up your arms and say “Alleluia!”

(Jesus says)
5.  Fold your hands and pray.



(Jesus says)
6.  Read a Bible.




(Jesus says)
7.  Fold your arms, then stomp your feet, 
 because you don’t want to pick up your room.

8.  Say, “I don’t like you!”

9.  Tell someone, “Jesus loves you!”


(Jesus says)
10.  Pick up your toys.




(Jesus says)
11.  Cover your ears and don’t listen 

to your parents.

12.  Give a friend a high five.



(Jesus says)
13.  Rub a different friend’s back.


(Jesus says)
14.  Frown at someone.

15.  Pout.

16.  Tell someone, “Jesus died for you.” 

(Jesus says)
17.  Shake someone’s hand.



(Jesus says)
18.  Mom told you to go to bed. Say “No!”

19.  Throw your coat and backpack in the 

middle of the floor.

20.  Bring a friend to church with you. 

(Jesus says)
After the game, remind the children that when they do something that is not like Jesus and are sorry, Jesus does forgive them, washes them clean, and helps them to do better the next time so they can grow to be more like Jesus. Practice the take home point. *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to become like Jesus.

Prayer Time:

Have the children ask Jesus to help them become more like him in specific ways. For example “Dear Jesus, Please help me to share my dolls with my sister,” or “Dear Jesus, Please help me to say kind words to the children at school.”

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Albie, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of the each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Leader shows Albie a picture made in Activity 1. Then, the kids attempt to teach Albie the take home point.

Leader says to kids:
Why am I here? …

Kids say:  
…we are here to become like Jesus. 

Leader says to Albie:
 Why am I here?…
Albie says: 
We are here to eat caterpillars before they fly away!

Leader shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Albie the take home point.  Continue in this manner with leader showing example of each activity.  Here are Albie’s responses:

Albie’s response to Activity 2 sample: We are here to put gummy worms in our sister’s hair!

Albie’s response to Activity 3 sample:  Albie says, “Stand up.”

Albie says, “Touch your nose.” 
Albie says, “Touch someone else’s nose!”
Leader says: 
Why am I here?…

Kids response: 
…we are here to become like Jesus.

Leader says to Albie:  
Why am I here?…

Albie’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice): “Why am I here? – We are here to become like Jesus.”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Date: ________________________


Series:  Why Am I Here?(Special Series)
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