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Take Home Point: *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to be part of God’s family.  

*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).
Bible Verse: Romans 12:5

Jesus Link: When Jesus died on the cross, he made it possible to be in God’s family.
We will help children know:
· Because Jesus died on the cross, we can be members of God’s family.

· As members of God’s family, we need each other and help each other.

· There are many different ways we can help each other.

We will help the children feel:
· Blessed to be a part of God’s family.

· Eager to help other members of God’s family.

· Secure in the knowledge that when they need help, other members of  

     God’s family will help them.

We will help the children do:
· Make a music machine in large group to demonstrate the importance of each part in making the whole.

· Make a snack of trail mix, and discuss the different parts of the body of Christ, that come together to make the church.

· Play “Bop the Balloon Cooperation Game” and discuss working together.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP
	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Large Group Opening
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3-4
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Bubba puppet

· small garbage can, toy broom, or dust rag

· 2 or 3 chairs

· masking tape

· 5 or 6 rhythm instruments 

· CD player with CD of familiar praise music

· Bible

· damp washcloth

· Band-Aid

· tissue

	Small Group Application
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	Activity 1: “Bouquet of Hands”

Activity 2:  “Trail Mix”

Activity 3:  “Bop the Balloon Cooperation Game”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:

· 1 flower vase for the whole group (can even be a pickle jar)

· 1/2 a sheet of construction paper per child (use a variety of colors)

· scissors

· pencils

· green chenille wire for each child

· masking tape

· pre-made stickers with the words “We need each other” printed on them
Activity 2:
· bowls of several different snack items such as cereal, pretzels, raisins,

· marshmallows, chocolate chips, or M&M’s  

· plastic spoon for each snack item

· 2 cups for each child

· water or juice
Activity 3:

· several balloons (3 per group)



	Large Group Wrap-up
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	Lesson Review with Puppet Skit 

Singing (Optional)
	Large Group Closing:

· Albie puppet

· sample materials from small group time

· Choose 2 or 3 songs and list them here.


Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word, as they experience the Bible event.
Puppet Presentation:
Bubba comes on stage carrying a small garbage can, toy broom, or dust rag and complaining that he has to do chores. Bubba would rather play outside. The leader explains to Bubba that chores are an important part of being in a family. Families need to help each other and work together. They do things because they care for each other. The leader points out the things Bubba’s mother does for him—washing his clothes, cooking his food, cuddling him when he gets an owie, etc. It’s his Mom’s way of showing Bubba that she cares. And when Bubba does his chores, he shows his Mom that he cares.

The leader then asks Bubba if he knew that he is in another family. We are in God’s family. God’s family is made up of everybody that loves and trusts in Jesus. Today, the children will be learning that in God’s family we need each other and we help each other.

Teach Bubba the take home point. *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to be part of God’s family. The leader says the first line, Bubba responds with the second line. After practicing it with Bubba few times, practice it with the children.

Bible Event:
Before the large group event, give a Band-Aid to a shepherd at the back of the room, a wash cloth to another shepherd, and a tissue to a third shepherd. Pull 5 or 6 children on stage. 

Leader:
Boys and girls, today we are going to make a music machine. For our music machine to work, we need to work together. Each of the children on stage is going to be a part of the music machine. And you, boys and girls, will also be a part of the music machine.

Arrange the children into a “music machine.”  Make a couple of  “X’s” near each other, on the floor, using the masking tape. Have one child stand on an “X”, and another sit on an “X”. Have a child sit on a chair and another stand beside the chair. One child might lie on the ground. The object is to have the children clustered near one another, almost touching each other, in different positions, so that they resemble a “machine.” After arranging the children, give each one a rhythm instrument. Each rhythm instrument should be different. Start the audience on a simple rhythm beat, with each child patting their lap. Then, turn an imaginary switch for each child playing a part in the machine. When you turn their “switch”, that child will play his or her rhythm instrument to the beat. As you continue to turn the imaginary switch for each child, you can also help him or her add special motions. The overall effect is a machine working in rhythm together.

Boys and girls, the music machine reminds me of our church family. (Read Romans 12:5 from the altar Bible.) “In the same way, even though we are many individuals, Christ makes us one body and individuals who are connected to each other.”  Just as the children in the music machine needed each other to work together and make beautiful music, we need each other in our church family. Our church family is like a body. It has many parts, and each part needs the others to work together and do God’s work. Let me show you how. 

Have one child come up from the audience and sit on a chair. Untie one of the child’s shoes and say: 

This is Sammy. Sammy is crying because he fell off his bike and skinned his elbow. Can you pretend to cry Sammy? Sammy needs us to help him feel better. 

Have another adult helper pass out the following “helping objects” to children in the audience. Let them come forward to help when called.

· a washcloth to wash Sammy’s elbow.

· a Band-Aid.

· a tissue to wipe away the tears.

· Have a child come up and tie Sammy’s shoe.

· Have another child give Sammy a hug.

· Have a child pray for Sammy.

Explain to the children that, just like Sammy needed us and we helped him, as a part of God’s family, we sometimes need to help each other. Share with the children ways in which we need each other to help: when we are sad or hurt, to invite friends to church, to give an offering so that the church has enough money to do God’s work, to praise God with our voice, to pray for each other, etc. And most important, we need God. We needed God to send us Jesus to die for us, so that our sins could be forgiven and we could become a part of God’s family. That is how we get to be in God’s family in the first place. We also need God to give us his power to help each other.

Practice the take home point. *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to be part of God’s family.
End with a short prayer.

Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

How do we get to be in God’s family? (God sent Jesus to die for us and make us a part of his family. We can trust Jesus and know that we are part of God’s family.)

How do the people in God’s family need each other? (Answers will vary, but may include: helping someone who is hurt, praying for each other, giving offerings to church to do God’s work, etc.)

How can you help someone in God’s family? (Answers will vary, but may include some of the same answers as above.)

Activity 1: “Bouquet of Hands” Craft
Explain to the children that today, they are going to make a bouquet of helping hands flowers. Have the children work in pairs to trace each other’s hands on the construction paper. Then have them cut out their hands, put the sticker (Avery 5160 label) on one side, and tape the chenille wire to the other side so that they look like flowers. Most children will do better making a “mitten” cut for their outlined hand, instead of cutting around every finger. After the children are finished, put all the flowers in the vase and comment on how beautiful the bouquet is with all its different colors. Compare the bouquet to God’s family. Each person is different with different needs and different things they can do. When God’s family works together, it is stronger and more beautiful. Practice the take home point. *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to be part of God’s family. At the end of the day, let the children take their flowers out of the bouquet and take them home.

Activity 2: “Trail Mix” Snack
Have the children make a trail mix for snack by putting a spoonful of each snack item into a cup. Give them another cup for a drink of water or juice. Explain to the children that, just as the snack is yummier because it has different foods in it, in the same way each person in God’s family is different. Some of us are good at singing. Others of us are good at praying. Still others of us have more money to give to Jesus, are good at telling people about Jesus, or do a good job of helping someone who is hurt. When we all take our special gifts and use them for God’s family, God’s family is stronger and better. Practice the take home point. *Why am I here? – We are here to be part of God’s family. Remind the children that they also need Jesus. They needed Jesus to die for them, so that their sins could be forgiven and they could be made a part of God’s family. And, they need God to give them the ability to help each other.

Activity 3: “Bop the Balloon” Cooperation Game
Have one child get on his or her knees. Throw a balloon in the air, and have that child bop it and keep it in the air, while staying on her knees. Point out how hard it is for one person to bop the balloon and keep it from hitting the ground. After the balloon falls to the ground, add a second child, so that two children must work together to keep the balloon in the air. Keep adding children until the entire group is playing. You can even add extra balloons to add to the fun. Again, point out how it was easier to keep the balloon in the air when more children were working together. In the same way, in God’s family we need each other. When more people are helping to do God’s work, then doing God’s work will be easier. Practice the take home point. *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to be part of God’s family.
Prayer Time:
Allow children to contribute their own prayers. This will teach them to turn to God in both good times and in times of trouble. End with the Lord’s Prayer.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Albie, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of the each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Leader shows Albie a picture made in Activity 1. Then, the kids attempt to teach Albie the take home point.


Leader says to kids:
Why am I here? …

Kids say:  
…we are here to be a part of God’s family. 

Leader says to Albie:
 Why am I here?…
Albie says: 
I am here to help, but I don’t have HANDS!

Leader shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Albie the take home point.  Continue in this manner with leader showing example of each activity.  Here are Albie’s responses:

Albie’s response to Activity 2 sample: I am here to eat snacks!
Albie’s response to Activity 3 sample:  I am here to pop balloons with my toes!
Leader says: 
Why am I here?…

Kids response: 
…we are here to be a part of God’s family.

Leader says to Albie:  
Why am I here?…

Albie’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice): “Why am I here? – We are here to be a part of God’s family.”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Date:______________________


Series: Why Am I Here?(Special Series)
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Fellowship: We are Here to Be Part of God’s Family
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