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Take Home Point: *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to tell others about Jesus.  
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).
Bible Verse: Acts 8:26-40
Jesus Link: We tell others that Jesus died for everyone.
We will help children know:
· The story of the Ethiopian coming to trust Jesus, because Philip witnessed.

· One reason God put us on earth is to share the good news of Jesus.

· The good news is that Jesus died for the sins of everyone and anyone who admits their sin and believes in Jesus will someday be with Jesus in heaven.

We will help the children feel:
· Concern for those who do not know the good news of Jesus.

· Happy that God has given them the task of telling others about Jesus.

· Eagerness to share the good news.

We will help the children do:
· Participate in a drama, “Philip and the Ethiopian”

· Learn how to use M&M’s as an evangelism tool and eat M&M’s for snack.

· Play a game, “Pass the Scroll,” as a reminder to pass on the good news of Jesus.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP
	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED
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Large Group Opening


	4

5-6
	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Judy puppet

· small baby doll

· Chariot made with a box large enough to put two chairs in it, two chairs behind a cardboard false front, or simply two chairs

· paper scroll

· blue tablecloth or sheet

· small bowl of water white robe

· fancy headpiece

· bag of money

· Bible character robe

· microphone

· Bible


	Small Group Application
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	7

7-8

8

8


	Activity 1: “You are Invited” Invitation

Activity 2:  “M&M Evangelism”

Activity 3:  “Pass the Scroll Relay”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:

· 1 photocopied “You are invited…” invitation per child. (Make sure to fill in the information about your church before photocopying)

· crayons

· materials to decorate the outside of the invitation to look like a party invitations such as stickers, dot markers, confetti and pieces of curled ribbon and glue, etc.

· optional: candy or other small treat to hand out the next week to those children who bring a guest the following week that brings back the invitation and for their guest. (You might do this for a couple weeks.)
Activity 2:
· 3-4 M&M’s per child in each of the following colors: red, brown, orange, green, blue, and yellow

· small Ziploc bag for each child

· paper cups

· water or juice

· The “M&M Poem”, printed on a half-sheet of paper, for each child

Activity 3: 

· Scroll, with the text from John 3:16 written on it

· masking tape
· a chair


	Large Group Wrap-up
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	9

9
	Lesson Review with Puppet Skit 

Singing (Optional)
	Large Group Closing:

· Albie puppet
· sample materials from small group time
· Choose 2 or 3 songs and list them here.



Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word, as they experience the Bible event.
Puppet Presentation:
Judy comes in carrying a baby doll and looking sad. She was playing dolls with her friend Betsy. When Judy suggested they get their dolls ready to go to church, she learned that Betsy never went to church and didn’t know anything about Jesus. This makes Judy really sad. 

The leader suggests Judy tell her friend Betsy about Jesus and learns that Judy thinks she is too little. She thinks you have to be a mommy or daddy, a teacher, or a pastor to tell others about Jesus. The teacher tells Judy that anybody can tell others about Jesus. In fact that is one reason God put us on earth—to tell others about Jesus. 

Now Judy wants to tell her friend, Betsy, about her friend, Jesus, but she doesn’t know how. The leader reads Colossians 4:5 from the Bible, and then gives Judy a couple of ideas, such as inviting a friend to Kingdom Quest or looking at a Bible story book with her friend. Judy soon has some ideas of her own. She can bring out some of her Bible story puzzles to play with, share some of her Kingdom Quest projects, or watch Bible story videos with her friend. 

Finally, the leader suggests that sometimes we don’t even need special things like videos and books to tell others about Jesus. We can just use our own words to tell about Jesus. It’s easy to explain that Jesus loves us and died on the cross to take away the wrong things we’ve done. The leader then explains that in today’s Bible event, a man name Philip shared the story of Jesus with a traveler. If Judy watches the Bible event and sticks around for small group activities, she will learn other ways she, too, can tell others, especially Betsy, about Jesus.

Teach Judy the take home point. *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to tell others about Jesus. The leader says the first line. Judy responds with the second line. After practicing it with Judy few times, practice it with the children.

Bible Event:
Position the chariot in the center of the stage area. Lay the blue tablecloth out on the side of the stage that the chariot is facing.

Before beginning the drama, call up five kids to help:

· Ethiopian – put the fancy headpiece on him and have him sit in the chariot, holding both the money bag and the scroll

· Philip – put the robe on him and have him stand near the narrator

· Angel of the Lord – put the white robe on him and have him stand near the narrator

Begin telling the Bible event:

(Speak into the microphone) Boys and girls, today we are going to learn about a man named Philip and how he taught a man, from the country of Ethiopia, the good news that Jesus loves him, Jesus died for his sins, and that if he believes in Jesus, he can be saved.

One day an angel of the Lord appeared to Philip. He told Philip, (have angel repeat each underlined phrase into the microphone) Go to the desert road,  the road that goes  from Jerusalem to Gaza. (Have the angel sit off stage.)

So, Philip did as he was told and ran along the road to Gaza. (Have Philip run in place.) After a while, Philip came to a chariot. (Have Philip run halfway to the chariot.) In the chariot was an Ethiopian official, an important man in charge of all the money of Candace, Queen of Ethiopia. (Ethiopian shakes moneybag.) 

The Ethiopian had traveled to Jerusalem to worship God. But, even though he had worshipped God, he didn’t understand God and didn’t know about Jesus. Now, he was holding a scroll and trying to understand God’s word. (Ethiopian holds up scroll, unrolls it a bit and pretends to read it.)
The Spirit of God told Philip, “Go to that chariot and stay near it.” So Philip ran closer to the chariot (Philip runs closer to the chariot) and asked the Ethiopian, (Philip repeats each phrase into microphone) “Do you understand  what you are reading?”
The Ethiopian answered, (Ethiopian repeats) “How can I? I need someone to explain it.” Then, the Ethiopian asked Philip to get up in the chariot and sit with him. (Philip gets into chariot and sits with him.) The Ethiopian asked Philip, (Ethiopian repeats) Tell me please,  what does this mean? As they traveled, Philip explained to the Ethiopian the good news of Jesus. He explained that every person is a sinner, every person chooses to do wrong things, and every person deserves to die and be thrown away from God. But God loves all people. So, he sent his son Jesus to die for all the people of the world and take the punishment for their sins. Now, everyone who believes in Jesus will be forgiven and will someday live with Jesus in heaven.

As they continued to travel along the road, Philip and the Ethiopian came to some water. The Ethiopian said to Philip, (Ethiopian repeats) Look!  Here is water.  I want to be baptized!  (Points to blue tablecloth.)

The Ethiopian stopped the chariot, and he and Philip got. (Ethiopian and Philip get out of the chariot and kneel on the blue tablecloth. An adult can sprinkle some water on their heads for a “wet” look.)

Then, Philip baptized the Ethiopian in the name of the Father (Ethiopian dips below cloth and stands back up), in the name of the Son (Ethiopian repeats action), and in the name of the Holy Spirit (Ethiopian repeats action a third time.)

(Philip and Ethiopian step away from tablecloth.) When they came out of the water, the Spirit of God suddenly took Philip away and the Ethiopian did not see him again. (Philip is escorted off stage.) The Ethiopian got back into his chariot (Ethiopian gets back into chariot) and continued on his way rejoicing in Jesus.

Philip appeared in another place and continued traveling around telling many people about the good news of Jesus. He knew the message of Colossians in the Bible (read from the Bible) “Be wise in the way you act towards outsiders, make the most of every opportunity.” He understood today’s special words. *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to tell others about Jesus.
Have Philip come out from under the blanket. End with a brief prayer. 

Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

Why was the Ethiopian confused? (He didn’t understand God’s words)

How did Philip help him? (He told the Ethiopian about Jesus and baptized him.)
What important job does God have for us to do? (To tell others about Jesus.)

How can we tell others about Jesus? (Answers will vary, but may include: invite them to Kingdom Quest, watch a video about Jesus with them, or just tell them about Jesus.)
Activity 1: “You Are Invited” Craft 
Explain to the children that one way to tell others about Jesus is by inviting them to church. Today, the children are going to make an invitation to invite one of their friends to church. Have the children decorate the outside of the invitation to look like a party invitation. On the blank inside page, have them draw a picture of themselves and a friend. On the other side have them fill out the names of their friends (with help) and sign their own names. Encourage the children to give the invitation to a friend. Practice the take home point. *WHY AM I HERE? –  We are here to tell others about Jesus.

Optional: If a friend comes to church with the invitation, he and the child who invited him, get a special treat.
Activity 2: “M&M Evangelism” Snack
“M&M Poem”

Red - is the color of the blood Jesus gave

to forgive our sins so we can be saved.

Brown - is the color of the cross on which he died.

Orange - is for joy when Jesus came alive!

Green - reminds us of the new life we’re given.

Blue - is the color of our home in heaven.

Yellow - is the color of the sun in the sky;

Jesus, God’s Son, rules from on high.

The colors of the candies remind us of God’s love,

that we are forgiven and have a home up above.

Hand out one of each color of M&M’s to the children. Go through the poem, having them pick up and eat each color of M&M as you say it. Go through the colors once more, again having the children eat M&M’s. This time use an abbreviated version of the poem to help the children better remember the meanings of each color:

Red - is the color of Jesus blood.

Brown - is the color of the cross.

Orange - is a bright, joyful color. We are joyful because Jesus died for us.

Green - is the color of life.

Blue - is the color of heaven.

Yellow - is the color of Jesus, God’s Son.

All the colors remind us that God loves us.

If time permits, go through the colors one more time, again using and eating the M&M’s.

Have the children put one of each color of M&M’s in a Ziploc bag, along with the sheet with the poem on it. Explain to the children that the bag is to give away to a friend who does not know Jesus. They can tell their friend about Jesus by using their M&M’s. If they forget, they can just say something simple like, “These M&M’s are to help you remember that God loves you. Have someone read you the poem. It tells all about God’s love.”

Finish by practicing the take home point. *WHY AM I HERE? – We are here to tell others about Jesus.


Activity 3: “Pass the Scroll Relay”
Make one line of masking tape on the floor as a starting line. Divide the children into two teams. Give both teams an object, like a chair, to run around and return. Play a relay using the scroll rather than a baton. The last child gives the scroll to the teacher who reads the Bible verse inside it. They can play the game several times, trying to improve their time. When finished, remind the children that we want to pass God’s word on to other people, by telling them about Jesus. Practice the take home point. *WHY AM I HERE? –  We are here to tell others about Jesus.

Prayer Time:
Challenge kids to think of friends they would like to tell about Jesus. Pray for these friends by name. Ask God to help us all to share his love, and the good news that Jesus died for everyone.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Albie, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of the each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Leader shows Albie a picture made in Activity 1. Then, the kids attempt to teach Albie the take home point.

Leader says to kids:
Why am I here? …

Kids say:  
…we are here to tell others about Jesus. 

Leader says to Albie:
 Why am I here?…
Albie says: 
Hippopotamuses like to wear underwear.

Leader shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats first phrase to kids. The kids say the correct response trying to teach Albie the take home point.  Continue in this manner with leader showing example of each activity.  Here are Albie’s responses:

Albie’s response to Activity 2 sample:  Tigers can’t chew bubblegum.
Albie’s response to Activity 3 sample:  We are here to tell others about je…lly beans!!!
Leader says: 
Why am I here?…

Kids response: 
…we are here to tell others about Jesus.

Leader says to Albie:  
Why am I here?…

Albie’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice): “Why am I here? – We are here to tell others about Jesus.”
Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Date: ________________________


Series:  Why Am I Here?(Special Series)
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