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Take Home Point: *WHY AM I HERE? – God made us for his purposes.  

*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson. The leader will say the first part of the phrase (CAPS). The children respond with the second part of the phrase (italics).


Bible Verse: Ephesians 2:10

Jesus Link: By Jesus’ power, we can do God’s work.

We will help children know:

· God created them for a purpose.

· God has special jobs for each person to do.

· Jesus gives them the power to carry out God’s purposes for their lives.

We will help the children feel:

· Important in God’s kingdom.

· Desire to learn what God’s purposes are for their lives.

· Eager to serve God through the power of Jesus.

We will help the children do:
· Learn about the purposes of tools and the purposes for their lives through an active Bible event.

· Make a fruit snack and liken the tools used to make the snack to our jobs in God’s kingdom.

· Follow an obstacle course and discuss the jobs God gives his people.

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP

	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED
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Large Group Opening
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	Puppet Presentation

Bible Event
	· Bubba puppet

· hat with a large paper question mark attached to it

· Bible

· table with the following items on it: hammer, saw, screwdriver, and nails

· long 2x4 with a screw partially screwed into it

· band aid

· optional: pre-made corner of a fort

	Small Group Application
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	Activity 1: “God’s Purposes Windsock”

Activity 2:  “Fruit Salad Snack”

Activity 3:  “Special Purposes Obstacle Course”

Prayer Time


	Activity 1:

· 1 sheet white construction paper per child

· crayons or markers

· scotch tape

· stapler

· crepe paper (enough to make 6 streamers per child, each about 12 inches long)

· scissors

· glue sticks

· pre-made stickers with the words “God made me for his purposes” printed on them

· paper punch

· string (enough for about 18 inches per child)

Activity 2:
· 1/4 banana per child

· 1 teaspoon of raisins per child

· 5 grapes per child

· plastic knife and spoon for each child

· 1 toothpick per child

· squat cups

· napkins

· cups

· water or juice

Activity 3: 

· equipment for an obstacle course, such as: string or tape, plastic cones, adult chair, hula hoop, blocks, 2x4, items available through your program

· paper cross


	Large Group Wrap-up
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	Lesson Review with Puppet Skit 

Singing (Optional)
	· Albie puppet

· sample materials from small group activities

· Choose 2 or 3 songs and list them here


Pre-Session Singing: (10 minutes)
Purpose: When all children are in one group singing, it is easy for new children to join the group and immediately get involved. When the music can be correlated, it introduces the theme for the day. Choose two to three songs and list them here.
Large Group Opening: (15 minutes) 
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Purpose: The puppet demonstrates the need that will be met in today’s lesson. The scripts are not written verbatim, but give a story line in which the group leader can interact with the puppet. The children are introduced to the take home point and then interact with God’s word, as they experience the Bible event.
Puppet Presentation:
Bubba comes in wearing a hat with a big question mark on it. His mom gave it to him because he asks so many questions. He asks questions such as, “Why do trees have leaves?” “Why is the sky blue?” And, “Why can’t we see God?” The leader says that people ask another why question. They ask, “Why am I here?”  In other words, “Why did God make me? What is my purpose?” For the next few weeks in Kingdom Quest we will be asking and answering that question. In fact, the Bible even talks about that question. Read Ephesians 2:10. God’s word says that the answer to the question, “Why am I here?” is that God has prepared us to do good works through the power of Jesus.

Teach Bubba the take home point. *WHY AM I HERE? – God made us for his purposes. After repeating the take home point with Bubba several times, teach it to the children.

Bible Event:
The leader comes out and tells the group that today they will be making a fort. He picks up the saw and asks the children what the tool is called and what it is used for. After they answer, the leader saws on the wood for a second or two. He repeats the procedure with the hammer/nails and the screwdriver. 

The leader reflects that building a fort is fun, but there is another thing that God’s people can build that is even more exciting—God’s kingdom. We can see a fort, but God’s kingdom is invisible. It is all the people who have Jesus’ love in their hearts. To build God’s kingdom we need to use the special tools God gives us – that’s you and me.

The leader calls up three children and pretends to begin building God’s kingdom with them. This can be done with comical effect, as he gives each child one of the names and identities of a tool. He pretends the first child is a saw and he “saws” the child’s arm back and forth. He pretends the second child is a hammer and he makes hammering motions using the child’s arm. The third child is a screwdriver. The leader holds the child’s arm out straight and makes a circular motion with it as if screwing something.

By now the children are quite humored by the leader’s foolishness. He agrees that you can’t build God’s kingdom by using people as carpentry tools. It just doesn’t work. So how do we build God’s kingdom? The leader once more reads Ephesians 2:10. We build God’s kingdom by living out God’s purposes for our lives and doing the good deeds God has prepared for us to do. And we do this through the power of Jesus.

The leader teaches the children what the purposes for our lives are by having the children on stage do the following actions one-by-one (have the children in the audience mimic the actions):

1. To love God: fold arms across heart.

2. To love other people: put an arm over a neighbor’s shoulder

3. To become more like Jesus: make a cross over the heart using fingers

4. To serve others: put a band aid on another person’s arm (children in audience can put an imaginary band-aid on someone’s arm)

5. To tell others about Jesus: put hands together and open like a Bible

Practice the take home point. *WHY AM I HERE? – God made us for his purposes.
Small Group Application: (30 minutes)
Purpose: Smaller groups enable children to develop closer relationships with adults and peers in the church. As you reinforce the take home point with a fun hands-on activity, discuss the Bible event. Be sure to repeat the take home point several times. Say the first part and have the children respond with the second phrase. Application questions help kids apply the take home point to their daily lives. Close this session by gathering your small group for prayer. Let the kids pray!

During the small group application time, discuss the following questions and points:

What question do many people ask? (Why am I here?)
Why are we here? (God made us for his purposes. We are God’s tools to build his kingdom. God has good works for us to do.)

What are God’s purposes for us? (To love God, to love others, to become more like Jesus, to serve others, and to tell others about Jesus)
Who gives us the power to carry out God’s purposes for us? (Jesus)
Activity 1: “God’s Purposes Windsock” Craft
1. Decorate the construction paper with markers or crayons.

2. Staple the ends of the paper together to make a cylinder.

3. Tape the center of the cylinder closed.

4. Stick the label on the windsock.

5. Cut six streamers, each about 12-inches long and glue to the bottom of the windsock.

6. Punch two holes at the top of the windsock, on the opposite sides of the cylinder.

7. Cut an 18-inch length of string and tie an end through each of the holes at the top of the windsock to make a loop.

As the children work on their windsocks emphasize the purpose of each tool. For example you might say: “The purpose of the scissors is to cut the streamers.” “The purpose of the markers is to decorate the paper.” And, “The purpose of the glue is to glue the streamers to the windsock.”

When finished with the project remind the children that, just as each art tool has a purpose, God has given each of us several purposes for being on the earth. 

Each tool cannot complete its purpose alone. It needs a person to help it do its job. In the same way, we cannot carry out God’s purposes alone. We need Jesus’ power to help us. Jesus gave us his power after he died on the cross for us, rose again, and went up into heaven. He sent us his Spirit to give us the power to carry out the special purposes God has for us. The art tools were used to make a windsock. God uses our purposes to build up his kingdom. God’s kingdom is made up of all the people who love Jesus and have his love in their hearts. 

Practice the take home point. *WHY AM I HERE? – God made us for his purposes.

Activity 2: “Fruit Salad” Snack
1. Use the plastic knife to slice the banana on the napkin and put it in the squat cup.

2. Measure a spoon full of raisins and add to the salad.

3. Count out 5 grapes and add.

4. Stir the salad.

5. Use the toothpick to spear the fruits and eat.

To discuss:  

As the children work, emphasize that each tool has a special job. For example, the job of the knife is to slice the bananas, the job of the spoon is to measure the grapes and mix the salad, and the job of the squat cup is to hold the fruit salad. God also gives us special jobs. What are some jobs God gives us?  Practice the take home point. *WHY AM I HERE? – God made us for his purposes.

Activity 3: “Special Purposes Obstacle Course” Game
1. Lay a string along the obstacle course or use tape to outline the path.

2. Use plastic orange cones for children to go around or hop over.

3. Have a break in the path that children must jump over.

4. Use one or two adult-sized chairs that children must crawl under or climb over.

5. Set a hula-hoop on blocks. Children must step into and out of it without knocking it over.

6. Use a 2x4 on the floor for the children to balance on as they walk across it.

7. At the end of the obstacle course tape the star to the wall.

Have the children take turns following the obstacle course. When they reach the cross at the end they are finished. When they are finished point out that each object had a special purpose for the obstacle course. The string showed the way. The hula-hoops were for stepping into. The wood beam was used as a balance beam. We also have different jobs that God gives. And because Jesus died on the cross we can have the power to carry out those jobs. We are each a special part of God’s kingdom!

Prayer Time:
Thank God for giving each person special purposes for being on the earth. Have the children ask God to help them learn what their special purposes are.

Large Group Wrap-Up: (10 minutes)
Purpose: The crazy bird puppet, Albie, struggles with learning the take home point. The leader shows an example of the each small group application activity from this lesson and says the first phrase of the take home point. The kids respond with their phrase. They try to teach the puppet the take home point, but each time he confuses words or concepts. After three attempts, he finally gets it right and sings the correct take home point in a silly opera-like voice.
Singing: (Optional) 

Lesson Review with Puppet Skit:
Leader shows Albie a picture made in Activity 1. Then, the kids attempt to teach Albie the take home point.

Leader says to kids:
Why am I here? …

Kids say:  


God made us for his purposes. 

Leader says to Albie:
Why am I here? …
Albie says: 
God made us to put socks on our head.

The leader shows an example of the next activity done in small group and repeats the first phrase to the kids. The kids say the correct response, trying to teach Albie the take home point.  Continue in this manner with leader showing example of each activity.  Here are Albie’s responses:

Albie’s response to Activity 2 sample:
God made us to carry purses.
Albie’s response to Activity 3 sample:
God made us to play on the monkey bars with giraffes that like peanut butter and cheese sandwiches dipped in chocolate!
Leader says: 
Why am I here?…

Kids response: 
God made us for his purposes.

Leader says to Albie:  
Why am I here?…

Albie’s response:  
(Warms up his singing voice with “Mee, mee, mee, mee, mee…” and sings in a silly dramatic opera-like voice): “Why am I here? – God made us for his purposes.”

Welcome guests and thank them for attending.

Date: ________________________


Series:  Why Am I Here?(Special Series)
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