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Take Home Point: *We are here to be part of God’s family.              
*Repeat this phrase throughout the lesson.       
Bible Event: Romans 12:5, 1 Corinthians 12:12-20
Key Verse: Romans 12:5: “In the same way, even though we are many individuals, Christ makes us one body and individuals who are connected to each other.”  

We will help kids know: 

· When we place our faith in Christ, God becomes our Father, we become his children, other believers become our brothers and sisters, and the church becomes our spiritual family.

· We need each other and need to treat each other with.        

We will help kids feel:
· Significant as part of God’s spiritual family.

· Challenged to use their gifts to help show God’s love to others.

We will help kids do:
· Learning games that teach them to rely on one another.

· Value each member’s contributions.

· Identify ways that help encourage and build up others as part of God’s spiritual family.                 

THIS LESSON’S ROADMAP
	DESTINATION
	PAGE #
	DISCOVERIES ON YOUR JOURNEY
	SUPPLIES NEEDED

	Small Group Warm-Up
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	As a church, we need each other. God fit us together as a spiritual family. Play a game to learn how we work together well when we have a common goal.


	Option 1:

· one or two hula-hoops per group

Option 2:

· 
no supplies are needed


	Large Group
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8-10

11-12

12-13


	Overview

Puppet Presentation: “Gordy Loses Some Parts”
Dramatic Presentation: “We Are the Body of Christ”

Puppet Presentation: “Gordy Loses Some Parts” Conclusion


	· Gordy

· variety of mechanical parts such as screws, bolts, metal and plastic parts, or Tinker Toys

· transporter 
· mystery box with script for dramatic presentation inside

· sheet large enough for four children to stand behind with holes cut to reveal an eye, an ear, a nose and a hand (one from each of the children). Label the holes where the parts are exhibited (See dramatic presentation script for details.)



	Small Group Application
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	The group will together make a creature with each child pretending to be one part. This creature is like the church. God put us together so that each one of us can do an important part. 


	· glass of water

· five blindfolds for each group (optional)


Small Group Warm-Up: 15 minutes
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Purpose: Get pointed in the right direction! Build relationships and help guests feel at ease. Do the learning readiness activity that will point your group in the right direction for the lesson.
Choose one of the following game options to begin today’s warm-up.

Option 1: “Hula-Hoop Hoopla”  

Have kids hold hands in a circle. Undo the handhold between two children just long enough to place a hula-hoop on to one of the children’s arms. Now challenge the child to pass the hula-hoop to the next child without breaking the handhold. That child is then challenged somehow to get the hula-hoop around his body so that it would be on another child’s arm and ready to pass it along to the next child. All the children need to work together to accomplish this, agreeing not to break their grip. 

For additional fun, start two hula-hoops at the same time at different parts of the circle. See if they can catch each other. 

Option 2: “Group Stand”

Select two children to begin the game. Have the children sit on the floor with their backs together. Direct them to lock their elbows while back-to-back. Now challenge them to try to stand. They will need to work together so they can push up at the same time. After demonstrating with two children, invite the rest to partner up and give it a try.  

Do the same activity using three children all locking elbows with backs against one another. Can you do it with more than three? How about trying it with the whole group.

Next discuss the following questions with the children. The questions are intended to ready the children for learning that as the church we need each other. God fit us together as a spiritual family. We will work together well when we all have a common goal. We should listen and respect one another. We can help one another in our weaknesses and celebrate one another’s strengths. As time allows, use some of these questions to discuss the experience.  

What was hardest about doing this activity?

What was the most helpful thing that someone did for you? Did they help by talking or encouraging you?

What would have made this easier to do?

How do you think this might be like the family of God?
Today we will learn that*we are here to be part of God’s family.

Large Group: 20-30 minutes
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Purpose: Help kids observe what the Bible says. Present the Bible Event in creative fashion. Help kids begin to interpret what it means.
Songs

Offering

Prayer Introducing Take Home Point: *We are here to be part of God’s family.

Puppet Presentation: “Gordy Loses Some Parts”
While repairing the transporter, Gordy throws out some of the parts he needs. He discovers that all of the parts are necessary to make the transporter work correctly. 
Dramatic Presentation: “We Are the Body of Christ”

Volunteers display an eye, ear, nose, and hand as 1 Corinthians 12:12-20 is read. 

Puppet Presentation: “Gordy Loses Some Parts” Conclusion

Gordy learns that believers are part of God’s family or members of Christ’s body each with a special function to help the whole work together.
Small Group Application: 20-25 minutes
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Purpose: Help kids map out the meaning of the Bible event in their lives. Use the questions to stimulate discussion, but don't feel tied to them. Allow the Holy Spirit to guide you. Include personal examples from your own faith journey. The example of Christ at work in your life will leave lasting impressions of how Christ can work in the children's lives.
 

Use your Bibles! Children need to learn how to look up references and follow along when scripture is read aloud. Allow for quality time of prayer at the close of the lesson.
Observation Questions: What happened?
Read Romans 12:4-8.  

The church is like one body with many parts connected together. Who makes us one body connected together? (Verse 5. Jesus.)

God has given different gifts to people that they can use to help others. Name some of these gifts. (Verses 6-8. Speaking God’s word, serving, teaching, encouraging others, sharing, leadership, and helping people in need.)

Interpretation Questions: What does this mean?
One way to think of the church is to think of one body with many parts, all working together. Another way to think of the church is to think of it as God’s family. Why do you think it is important for God’s family to work together? (It takes lots of different people to do all the things that are needed in the church.)  

Are children an important part of God’s family? Why? What can they do that is special? (They have special gifts just like adults. They can do some things better than adults, like helping other kids. They can share God’s love with others by listening to them, talking with them, and sharing activities together.)
Application Questions: What does this mean to me?
Application Activity: “Do-A-Part Creature”
The children will each pretend to be one part of a creature called Do-A-Part. Each child will do a part as together the entire group makes this creature. The purpose of the activity is to demonstrate that we are all part of God’s family and each of us have been given special talents and skills. But we need to work together, each using our talents to help do God’s work.

Today we are going to make a strange creature called a Do-A-Part. Everyone will have to do a part in making this Do-A-Part Creature. You will pretend to be only part of the creature’s body. For example, some of you will pretend to be a leg, an arm, eyes, ears, or a mouth. But altogether you will make a whole new creature. 

The purpose of your creature will be to move across the room and get a glass of water for your thirsty mouth. Then you will see if you can carry another glass of water back here so you can give me a drink.  
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· Choose four children to be the LEGS of the body and blindfold them or have them close their eyes. They should be strong enough so that together they can carry the MOUTH.  
· Choose one child to be the MOUTH and blindfold him or ask him to keep his eyes closed.


· Have the MOUTH sit on the floor with his legs slightly extended. Two of the LEGS will each lift the MOUTH up under a knee. The other two LEGS will each help lift by placing one of the MOUTH’s arms over their shoulders. The shepherd should help make sure the child is safely picked up and won’t be dropped.
· Pick a child to be a HAND. This person attaches to the creature by placing the front left leg of the MOUTH over his right shoulder. The HAND’s job will be to pick up the water and get it to the MOUTH when they arrive at their destination. Then he will have to carry another glass of water back to the shepherd.


· Pick one child to be the EARS. This person will attach to the creature by having both hands on the shoulders of the MOUTH. In other words this person would stand behind the MOUTH. The EARS job is to listen to the directions the EYES whisper in his ears and then whisper that same message to the MOUTH.  

· Choose one child to be the EYES. This child attaches to the creature by holding the elbow of the EAR. This person’s job is to give directions to the entire creature as to where to travel. The challenge will be that these directions cannot be spoken to the group, but must be whispered to the EARS that then whisper to the MOUTH that then tells everyone what to do.  

· Extra body parts can be made for others if more children are in the group. For example, add extra legs and arms. You might even add a brain that could give directions for the group to better work together. This active learning is not an exact science. Adapt it in ways that work for your group.

Once the body is made, have the children go to a table or counter to get a glass for their thirsty mouth. Then return with an additional glass of water for the shepherd. After the activity, debrief with the following:

What worked well with your Do-A-Part Creature? Why?

What didn’t work so well with your Do-A-Part Creature? Why?

How do you think it could work better?

This Do-A-Part Creature is like the church. God puts us together so that each one of us can do an important part. What was the purpose of this Do-A-Part Creature? (Get a drink and then bring a drink to others.)

What is the purpose of the church? It is to drink what the Bible calls living water. That’s the same thing as having trust in Jesus and getting filled up with his love.

The job of the church includes more than drinking all the water itself. The church needs to bring this living water to a thirsty world. Who do you think needs a drink of living water? Another way to say it is whom do you think needs to be filled up with Jesus’ love? (Those who don’t know Jesus.) 

Jesus gave his life for you by dying on the cross to pay the punishment for your sins. If you trust him as your Savior, then you are part of his family or a member of his body. “As members of Christ’s body, we are his hands, his feet, his eyes, and his heart. He works through us in the world. We each have a contribution to make.” (Rick Warren, The Purpose Driven Life: Why On Earth Am I Here? Zondervan, Grand Rapids, MI, 2002, p. 135.)

What are some ways you can serve God with your hands? (Making cards to encourage others, helping with chores around the house, giving hugs to people who need love.)
What are some ways you can serve God with your feet? (Do errands for people, visit people who are lonely or sad or sick.)

What are some ways you can help serve God with your ears? (Listening, trying to understand and feel for those who are sad or lonely.)

What are some ways you can help serve God with your mouth? (Singing, talking to others who might be lonely, inviting others to church, telling others about Jesus, encouraging others at church.)
Many of the things you do as part of God’s family may not happen just at church but could happen anywhere. Since we are part of God’s family, how shall we treat each other? In other words, think of some of the ways you have liked being treated by other members of God’s family.

What other special talents or abilities do you have that you could use to serve God? Today we have learned that *we were made to be part of God’s family. Remember that he has given you a special ability as part of God’s family to reach out to others!
Prayer Time: 

Pray for some things the children can do to help build the family of God and support one another as members of God’s family.



“Gordy Loses Some Parts”

Puppet Presentation
The backdrop for the “YMI Here” Series is a Star Trek-like transporter machine. See Lesson 2 for suggested materials and set design.

A racket is heard behind the puppet stage. Mr. King calls for Gordy. In response a variety of mechanical parts (screws, bolts, metal and plastic parts, Tinker Toys, etc.) are thrown out from  behind the stage. 

Mr. King:
Gordy? Are you there?
(Mechanical parts fly from behind the puppet stage.)
Mr. King:
Gordy, what’s going on?

Gordy:
(Appears.) Hi, Mr. King. I’m just working on this transporter machine we’ve been using. 

Mr. King:
What are you trying to do?
Gordy:
(Ducks behind stage. More parts come flying out.) What do you mean, “What am I trying to do?” Can’t you see?

Mr. King:
Well, it looks like you’re trying to take the transporter apart.
Gordy:
(Reappears.) Duh! I’m taking it apart so I can fix it!

Mr. King:
What’s wrong with it?

Gordy:
Last week we were talking about “Why am I here?” and a box was beamed down that showed us about worship.

Mr. King:
Yes, I remember that. We are here to love God, which is worship.
Gordy:
Right! Well, I went back to the machine and tried to turn it on so I could beam down a box of basketballs. 

Mr. King:
Why would you want a box of basketballs. 

Gordy:
Well, aren’t we talking about “Why am I here?” 

Mr. King:
Yes.
Gordy:
Surely one of God’s purposes for us is that we would all play basketball.

Mr. King:
Gordy, as much as I like basketball, it’s not God’s purpose that everyone plays basketball. Basketball isn’t the most important purpose in our life.

Gordy:
Yeah, but a box of basketballs couldn’t hurt anything. So I decided I would fix this silly transporter.

Mr. King:
By taking it apart?

Gordy:
Well, yes. I have to take it apart to fix it!

Mr. King:
And now you’re going to put it all back together?

Gordy:
I don’t know. I look at some of these parts and they don’t look all that important. 

Mr. King:
Gordy, wouldn’t it take all the parts of a machine to make it work?

Gordy:
I don’t think so. Maybe it just takes the most important parts—like this dealymiwatcher. (Holds out some type of large, funny looking part.) If you have the dealymiwatcher, everything should work fine. As a matter of fact, I fixed the dealymiwatcher!

Mr. King:
How did you do that?

Gordy:
I just kicked it.

Mr. King:
I can tell you’re an expert in this. 

Gordy:
You bet! It was a hard kick.

Mr. King:
And now you think you are going to get it working again by just putting the dealymiwatcher back and forgetting the rest of the parts?

Gordy:
Well, I’ll put back some of the parts but, to tell you the truth, I don’t think I can remember where all of them go.

Mr. King:
Kids, do you think the transporter is going to work that way? 

(Kids respond, “No.”)

Mr. King:
Gordy, I agree with the kids. All the parts of a machine are important. The same is true in our body.

Gordy:
What?!

Mr. King:
All the parts of our body are important, like our arms, our ears, our eyes, and even our toes.

Gordy:
Yeah, so what?

Mr. King:
That’s what we’re going to learn about today. Each one of us is important in working together in God’s family.
Gordy:
Mr. King, I don’t think I understand. Maybe you have a loose part yourself.

Mr. King:
Let me explain it to you. First, I’m going to go over to my transporter switch here (that hasn’t been taken apart by you), and see if I can’t beam in the mystery box. The mystery box will help explain today’s lesson on “Why am I here?”
Gordy:
Why don’t you try mine? I’ll put my dealymiwatcher back and we can use it.

Mr. King:
Gordy, I don’t think it will work.

Gordy:
Oh, come on! Let’s give it a try. (Goes behind stage and counts down.) Three…two…one…. Transport!

(There is a tremendous racket and more parts come flying from behind the puppet stage.)

Mr. King:
Okay, Gordy. Why don’t we try my switch? Three… two… one… Transport!

(The lights flicker and any other special effects, such as smoke or strobe lights, are added while the mystery box appears.)

“We Are the Body of Christ”

Dramatic Presentation

This dramatic presentation teaches using the object lesson found in the mystery box—a sheet that has several holes cut out of it. This sheet is just large enough for four children to stand behind. One child has his hand showing through a hole in the sheet, another child has a nose shown through a hole, another an ear, and another has an eye revealed. On the side of the sheet that faces the audience, the holes can be labeled for the body part that will be seen through it. For example, largely write “EAR” and point an arrow to the small hole through which an ear will be poking out, etc. 

During this teaching, Gordy can ad-lib or interact as you wish.

The following script should be put in the mystery box so it can be read as directions for this object lesson. 

Mr. King:
(Looks in the mystery box.) What do we have here? These are the directions. Let’s see… First, ask two adult volunteers to tightly hold the corners of this sheet so four children can go behind it. (Calls two volunteers forward to hold sheet.) It says here that this sheet is called “We need each other” sheet. 

Now I need four children to stand behind the sheet and get ready to show a small part of their bodies through one of the holes. (Asks the adult volunteers to help the children to match the right body part with the appropriate hole in the sheet.)

(Continues after the children are set.) It says here that I am supposed to read the Bible verse, Romans 12:5. It says, “In the same way, even though we are many individuals, Christ makes us one body and individuals who are connected to each other.” I suppose that means we all need each other. 

In 1 Corinthians 12:20 it is explained like this. “So there are many parts but one body.” The same thing is true with the body of Christ, which is God’s family. We were all baptized into one body and we need each other. 

For example, in the human body an eye cannot say to the arm, “Since I can’t lift stuff or grab things, I’m not important.” If that were the case, how could the body see? Or suppose the ear said, “Since I can’t see, I’m not part of the body.” If the whole body were an eye, how could it hear? What if the whole body were an ear? Can you imagine trying to smell through your ear? It wouldn’t work. Or how about seeing through your nose? Of course not.

Each one of the parts of the body is important to each other. Together they make up one unit.
The same is true of you. If you trust Jesus as your Savior, then Jesus lives inside you and joins you together with other believers. Together you are God’s family. 

Because one of you might be good at singing and helping worship, does that mean everyone should be able to do that? Of course not. Someone would have to be able to help others by teaching. Another would help by encouraging others. Someone else would help by serving others and getting our supplies ready. Each person in God’s family needs other people so they can help the whole body of Christ function together.

Remember *we are here to be part of God’s family. Each one of you has an important part in it. 

(Dismisses volunteers and continues with puppet presentation conclusion.)

“Gordy Loses Some Parts”

Puppet Presentation Conclusion

Gordy:
Mr. King, that sheet was kind of goofy looking with all those different parts poking through.

Mr. King:
Yes, I think we look a lot better when we’re all attached to one body instead of each part by itself. But it reminds us that we need each other and we need to be connected to the body of Christ.

Gordy:
And the body of Christ is like us here at church, right?

Mr. King:
Yes! And in churches all over the world. It’s everyone who is part of God’s family. We all need each other. Each of us has an important part we can do.
Gordy:
Even kids?

Mr. King:
Sure, even kids.

Gordy:
Like what?

Mr. King:
God commands us to love each other. We show our love for each other when we pray, encourage, serve, teach, accept, honor, forgive each other, and comfort others when they are sad.

Gordy:
Wow! That’s a lot.

Mr. King:
Yes. These are your family responsibilities. And there’s even more that you can discuss in your small group. So what do you think, Gordy? Why are we here?

Gordy:
I think *we are here to be part of God’s family.

Mr. King 
Exactly. Would you say the closing prayer?

Gordy:
Sure! That’s something I do well.

Dear God, thank you for letting us be part of your family. And thank you that you give us a purpose here. You made us to be part of your family so each one of us could help each other. Show each one of us how we are part of your family. In Jesus’ name. Amen.

Fellowship





Date:   _____________________


Series:  YMI Here? Lesson 3 (Special Series)





Safety and Security: Safety and security procedures are important for each church to carefully define and implement according to their unique needs.  The security, safety, illness and accident procedures described in this curriculum are provided for example purposes only and may not be appropriate, applicable or adequate for every situation.  Each church is responsible for determining whether any security, safety, illness and accident procedures contained in the curriculum are appropriate, applicable or adequate for its unique situation.  The activities described in this curriculum require adult supervision and may not be suitable for each child and each situation.  Each church is responsible for ensuring that adequate adult supervision is provided for all activities and for determining whether an activity is appropriate for each child and each situation.  Kids Kount Publishing disclaims all liability for the implementation of any procedures or the performance of any activities described in this curriculum.
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