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Warm-Up:
I have some friends who have adopted children to raise as their own. In every case, regardless of the age at which the adoption occurred, the parents treat the adopted child as a full member of the family, with the same responsibilities and privileges as their biological children. In a way it is remarkable how well they usually fit in and find their role as a part of the family. Occasionally the adopted child rebels against the adoptive parents and rejects the family entirely. (Of course, this occurs with biological children, too.) But even when this happens, the parents don’t reject the child. They believe God gave them that child for a purpose and they love the child, and act in love, as best they can.

Read: Romans 12:5, 1 Corinthians 12:12-20

Observation (What happened?):
As members of one body, to whom do we belong? Are any parts less or more important than others for the body to function well?

Who has arranged the parts of Christ’s body, and for what purpose?
Interpretation (What does it mean?):
What happens when you use one part of your body to perform the function of another part?

What must the different parts of the body do in order to accomplish what needs to be done?
Insight:
Why did God make the family? There are purposes for families, and each purpose provides a picture of a spiritual truth God wants us to learn. For example, a family provides an environment of love and acceptance in which to live. This is like the church, where fallen and forgiven sinners are loved and accepted. The family provides a nurturing place for a helpless newborn to grow to healthy maturity. This is also like the church, which offers teaching, guidance, and experience in service to prepare believers for spiritual adulthood. Parents can provide examples of God’s character such as love, holiness, patience, compassion, and honesty. The relationships and working together of a family are like the spiritual fellowship enjoyed in God’s family. Certainly sin has marred the example of the family, but it is still God’s plan for modeling how we belong to the family of his Son.

Application (What does it mean to me?):
What part do you play in the successful functioning of Christ’s body?

Think about all the different people in your church. What does your church do particularly well? What areas can you pray for?
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